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Golden Phoenix now open in Athens

Golden Phoenix employees welcome you

to their new restaurant in Athens.

See Story on Page 22
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Sep 13th — Superhero Fun Day Big Springs Me-
morial Park     Calling all superheroes!   Join Child-
hood Cancer Superheroes of Alabama for this fun day
in the park from 9:00AM-2:00PM dressed up as your
favorite hero, make one up and introduce to the world,
wear a superhero t-shirt and honor your favorite su-
perhero. Test your speed in the one-mile fun run, let
your Superkids  bounce and bound in the bouncy
house, balloon animals, crafts and activities to put
your brain powers to task and meet some Super-
heroes for autographs and pictures.  Shaved ice, bar-
becue, lemonade will keep the dastardly hungries at
the Concessions Headquarters.  Proceeds benefit
Children’s Oncology Group that feeds trials at St.
Judes and Children’s of Alabama.

For more information,
go to www.ourlittlesuperheroes.com 
or email vicandkristie@gmail.com

Sep 17th — Constitution Day Athens State Univer-
sity and the John Wade Keyes Chapter of the Daugh-
ers of the American Revolution will kickoff Constitution
Day at 11:00AM with a hot dog cookout in Sandridge
Student Center followed by a patriotic organ solo at
Noon on the newly renovated Tracker Organ in Mc-
Candless Hall.  The Constitutional Day Program will
begin following the recital.  This event is free and open
to the public.

Sep 19th - 21st — Five Feather Motorcycle Rally
Rocket Harley Davidson  15100 U.S. Highway 20W,
Madison, AL (EXIT 3, I-565)  Live Music, Vendors,
Motorcycles and the Trail of Tears stop.  For more in-
formation 256-340-7333

Sep 20th — AL-TN Trail of Tears Commemorative
Motorcycle Ride Motorcycles will arrive via EXIT 3 of
I-565 before stopping for the Five Feathers Rally and
Lunch at Rocket Harley U.S. Highway 20W, Madison,
AL  before resume their route at 11:30AM north on
Mooresville Road to U.S. Highway 72.  The ride will
then continue west through Athens, Clements, and
Coxey on U.S. Highway 72  over the Elk River to fin-
ish in Waterloo in western Lauderdale County.

Sep 20th — 11th Annual Duck and Run 5K and Fun
Run   Join Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful  for this
run through the historic districts of Athens.  More in-
formation to come.

Visit the Duck and Run page at keepathenslime-
stonebeautiful.com/duck-run.html 

or email coordinator Eric Patterson
Duckandrun5K@yahoo.com

Sep 20th — Cruisin’ for the Kids Benefit Car, Truck
& Bike Show   Lindsay Lane Baptist Church      Cruise
in and help raise funds for the Pediatic Brain Tumor
Foundation (PBTF) from 9:00AM-2:00PM.  Cars and

Trucks are $20.00 and bikes are $10.00 with 100%
off proceeds going to PBTF .  Awards given for Best
in Show, Fan Favorite, Most Club Representation and
many more prizes.  Raffle for Kreative Koating Bed
Liner and Lago’s Bracelet from Osborne’s too

For more information:  PBTFbenefit@gmail.com

Sep 20th - Nov 8th — The Way We Worked Athens
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit  Limestone County
Event Center 114 West Pryor Street, Athens, AL
“The Way We Worked” reaches into the rich holdings
of the National Archives as well into the hosting com-
munity to explore how work has changed in America
over the last 100 years. Hear from workers today and
from the past in engaging videos and audio record-
ings. See how work has changed through artifacts -
including many of them on loan from local organiza-
tions and individuals.  Admission is free.

For more information Rebekah Davis at 256-233-
6404 or thewayathensworks@gmail.com

Sep 21st — Athens Cemetery Stroll Athens City
Cemetery Hobbs Street, Athens, AL Come to the
Athens City Cemetery on Hobbs Street and enjoy the
characters telling of their ancestors and of others
buried there from 2:00PM-5:00PM. Step back in time
and learn about some of the famous and some of the
odd citizens buried at the Athens City Cemetery. Ac-

tors will be in period dress as they tell about their an-
cestors. The cemetery is on Hobbs Street, across
from Athens State University. Free admission. All do-
nations accepted to benefit repair of the cemetery.

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

Happy birthday to Jonathan and Jack.
They celebrated with a few friends.



By Sonny Turner

Iwas walking the sidewalks of
downtown Athens the other day
and got to thinking how things

have changed over the years.

I grew up on a cotton farm in Elk-
mont, and back then a farmer and
his family did not see town until
Saturday. That was the way it was

for me and my
family.

It’s hard to forget
those days, espe-
cially on Saturdays
when we loaded
up the old Bel-Air

Chevy and rode to town. Of course
back then my parents were afraid
to drive down town so we parked
on North Jefferson Street several
blocks from downtown and walked
to the Square.

Almost all the stores that were
popular back then are gone now.

Let’s see, there was Gilbert Drug
Store, The Five and Dime store,
Cato’s, Earl King, and Ben Jaffe’s
on the east side; First National
Bank, Limestone Drug, Fred
King’s, and Cluxton’s Jewelry on
the north side; Smith Men’s Wear,
and Millers Department Store on
the south side; and the CEI Book
Store and U.G. White, to name a
few, on the north side of the
Square.

Those were the good ole days.
After I got out of school, I went to
work at one of those stores -
Gilbert Drug - where I worked for a
couple of years before leaving and
entering the newspaper field.

Let’s see, I guess my most famous
customer at the drug store was
none other than Hank Williams Jr.,
who stopped by for a Cherry Coke
before singing on the Square for a
governor candidate. Back then,
those who ran for governor would

come to town and speak on the
Courthouse Square. Political fig-
ures were big back then. The late
George Wallace who was running
for governor usually drew a crowd
and so did Big Jim Folsom. And,
back then, the downtown area
was crowded on Saturdays, espe-
cially during the summer, with
shoppers. Shopping centers were
rare, making the downtown stores
attractive to county folks.

We loved to go shopping, then
drop by the drug stores - Gilbert
Drug and Limestone Drug - for a
cone of ice cream. Then it was on
to the Ritz Theater for a Saturday
movie. I can’t think of the name of
the little cafe that used to sit just
south of the Ritz, but they had
some of the best hamburgers and
chicken stew you could ask for.
We always ate there on Saturdays.

And, who can forget going to the
theater and being able to get in free

if you had five RC Cola bottle caps.

The theater always had you com-
ing back to catch the latest ver-
sion of the  “serial” shows which
showed about five minutes a time
each Saturday.

Those were fun times for cotton
farmers on a beautiful Saturday in
the South.
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The farmer loved Saturday in downtown Athens



The Valley Star | sports feature

Golden Eagles lose another close one
Elkmont, East Limestone, and Tanner Roll on
Athens lost another close one

last Friday night, a 24-21
heartbreaker to powerful

Hartselle.

The Golden Eagles, after winning
their opener against Lee of
Huntsville, have dropped back-to-
back games to James Clemens
and Hartselle and now sit at 1-2
on the young football season.
Athens is at Decatur Friday night in
another tough one.

The victory gives Hartselle a 3-0
start playing in Class 6A, Region 8.
The win was Hartselle's ninth in a
row against Athens.

Elkmont gets a huge win
The Red Devils pulled probably the
biggest shocker of the week in
northern Alabama last week when
the Red Devils beat traditional
power Brooks High School out of
Killen 41-35. And, the way they
did, was impressive.

Coach Sean Holt's team bolted out
to a 41-0 lead late in the second
half and then held on as the Lions
recovered several onside kicks to
put a scare into the home town
crowd.

Elkmont is loaded with talent with
16 seniors and eight juniors with
plenty of experience. The Red Dev-
ils are 2-0 playing for the first time
in Class 4A. The Red Devils host
Wilson Friday night in another Re-
gion 8 contest.

East Limestone is also off to a 2-0
start after beating Pope John Paul
II 49-10 this past Friday night.

Quarterback Brick Pugh threw
three touchdown passes to lead
the Indians who are at J.O. John-
son in Huntsville Friday night in an-
other Class 5A Region game.

Other games this week have Cold
Springs at Tanner, Lexington at
Clements, West Point at Ardmore,
and West Limestone at Brooks.
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Paxton Schrimsher is all smiles

after returning an interception for

an Athens touchdown.

Here come the Hartselle Tigers. Athens bench taking a breather.

Terrance Watkins looking for the endzone.

Athens Cheerleaders supporting the Black and Gold.



September 11, 2014 the valley star Page 5

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU.

Come See Us for 20% off
Chemicals and Supplies on Thursdays!

Hwy. 72 in Athens, across from Walmart • 256-771-2990
Hwy. 72 in Madison across the street from

the new Academy Sports Store • 256-536-8008

NEW STORE HOURS:
Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5:30 pm • Sat. 9:30am to 2:00 pm

valleypoolsofmadison.com
Valley Pool employee Maisha Eason with Spa Pure and

Leisure Time Spa Products displayed at the store.

Rib Eye Steak • Grilled Burgers

Sandwiches • 

Grilled Pork Chops

Chicken Breast

Only 10 Miles North of Sheriff’s Rodeo Arena

on Hwy 99 — Right in Front of Salem Ballfields

28730 Hwy 99 • Elkmont, AL 35620

256-232-8115
Tuesday - Thursday 10am - 8pm • Friday 10am - 9pm • Saturday 8am - 9pm CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

10%
off Meal
with

Coupon
One Coupon Per Visit
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DEB’S  Delights by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

Ilove anything with caramel in it.
With fall right around the cor-
ner, I thought of this caramel

corn recipe.  It will melt in your
mouth.  You will need the follow-
ing ingredients:

2 sticks margarine

2 cups brown sugar

1/2 cup corn syrup

6 quarts of popped corn

1 tsp salt

1 tsp vanilla

1/2 tsp  baking soda

Melt butter, stir in salt, brown
sugar, and corn syrup.  Bring to
boil, but without stirring for 5 min-
utes.

Remove from heat and stir in bak-
ing soda and vanilla.  Gradually
pour over popcorn and mix well.
Pour into 2 large shallow pans.  

Bake at 250 degrees for 1 hour,
stirring every 15 minutes.

Let cool and store in airtight con-
tainer.   So good!!

Caramel Corn

1880 Hwy 72
Athens, Al 35613

256-216-6373
Fax 256-233-3344

321 S Jefferson St
Athens, Al 35611

256-233-8553
Fax 256-233-8589

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm

Drive Thru
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday
Closed

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm

Drive Thru
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday
Closed

“Something for Everyone”

661 US Hwy. 72 West • Athens, AL • 256-444-2055

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

Lay-a-way Available

Great Selection
of Musical

Instruments
Guitars • Violins • Banjos

Sax and Clarinets
Gig Bags and More

Good selection of old Violins
Join Us Every 1st & 3rd Saturday

of the month for
Pickin’ & Singin’ and

4th Saturday for Dulcimers!

ALWAYS GREAT
PRICES!

MONDAYS CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY
TUESDAYS SENIOR CITIZEN DAY

Receive an extra 10% off throughout the store

Milton Wooldridge Matt Prater

Marion MitchellJerry McGlocklin

Jerry Todd Robert Embry

Odie Goolsby David Jones

For information on advertising
256-431-5498, 256-874-7571

or 256-777-1425

THE VALLEY

STAR



Athens locksmith celebrates
31 years in business

The Valley Star | feature

Athens locksmith owner,
James McCravy, opened his
business November 21,

1983 in Athens.  McCravy had
served as an apprentice under a
locksmith in Decatur before start-
ing his Athens business. James,
being a man of faith, is thankful to
God and  the people who sup-
ported his business in Athens
making it a success.

James said, “The locks have
changed and become complex, es-
pecially on automobile keys.  It is
a continuous learning curve and
updating of equipment to be able
to service the needs of people in
today’s market. The locksmith
business  services pad locks,
home safes, auto, ATV, commercial
and digital equipment. Athens
Locksmith’s range includes North

Alabama and Southern TN. Hours:
8 to 5 Monday - Friday and  9 to 1
on Sat.  A 24 hour service is also
available for emergencies. 

The business today is located at
521 South Jefferson Street in
Athens , Alabama. The phone num-
ber is 256-232-9089. James is on
the road a lot doing business, so
go by and see Mrs. Cindy for your
lock and key needs. 

I asked James,  “Is there a lock
made you couldn’t open?”   He
chuckled and replied, “The lock
that God used to lock the ark.”  So
I took it in most cases if it’s locked,
James can open it. Go by and see
James and Cindy for your lock-
smith needs.
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Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming

We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Mobile 256-759-3317

www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

256-772-8009

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

James McCravy, your local locksmith.



OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Special fishing trip for big bass
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By: Danny Johnson

Small lakes and ponds offer
some great action. The first
bass I caught weighing over

7 pounds came from a farm pond.
I remember the catch like it was
yesterday. I had talked my
grandpa into going fishing one hot

August afternoon.
When arriving  at
the secluded
pond, I notices the
water was a little
low and it had a
dark like appear-
ance. This fishing
hole was about 2

to 3 acres in size and rumored to
have some big springs supplying
water year round. The overflow
tube always had water running
through it. Spring fed ponds main-
tain a better water quality. 

On this day, we were fishing our
ole stand by - Mann’s jelly worm.
Jelly worms had not been on the
market long and bass loved them.
We had caught 4 or 5 bass in the
2 to 3 pound range when from
nowhere a thunderhead  ap-
peared and lighting was off in the
distance. Papa said, “We need to
be heading back to the car before
we get wet.”  The storm was mov-
ing in our direction, but it was hard
for me to ever quit fishing. I an-
swered him saying, “ You go
ahead.  I will catch up with you .” I
knew fish would bite ahead of a
weather change and thought I
could get in a few more casts 

I had a new bait and this was the
time to give it a try. The bait hadn’t
been on the market long and was
called a buzzbait. The bait shop
owners told me it was a big bass
bait. I tied the new wonder lure on
my 10 pound test mono-filament
and give it a long cast into the
middle of the pond. The instruc-
tions read “Keep enough reel
speed for the lure to glide across
the surface of the water.”  This
was quite a challenge for  the gear
ratio found in a Zebco-33. 

I had never seen a bait make as
much noise and wake the water.
The metal blades were chopping
through the water making a
squeaking sound. This bait was
fun to watch regardless of it’s fish
catching ability. Making a long
cast over an under water stump in
the lake, I started my retrieve.
About the time the metal contrap-
tion was directly over the stump it
disappeared from the surface.
Setting the hook on impact the
fight was on. The giant bass ran
all over the lake taking drag. I was
thinking, “ I hope the Zebco can
hold up long enough for me to
land the biggest fish of my life.” 

My only witness had left the pond
for the car.  I couldn’t lose this
fish. I had dreamed of catching a
big bass to mount and display be-
side my deer mount. With gear
grinding and thunder roaring I

managed to land the big bucket-
mouth bass. When I approached

the car where my grandpa was
waiting, I held out the fish for him
to see. He was speechless and
when he was able to talk he said,
“That is a 10 pounder.” 

We loaded up the fish and
headed to a local grocery store to
get an official weight on the fish.
The largemouth topped the scales
at 8 pounds and 10 ounces. The
crowd was gathering admiring my
catch. People were asking,
“What’d you catch it on?”  Where
did you catch it at?“ Someone
said, “That’s the biggest bass I
ever saw.“

After doing a photo shoot with a Po-
laroid land camera,  I had the big
bass mounted. It hangs on the wall
of my study today. From time to
time I gaze at the fish and relive
the memory of this catch  and the
fun I had fishing with my grandpa
Smith.

Hunters Education Course 
Date: Sept.15th, 2014

Time: 6pm
Location : Elkmont Rural Village

To register for course go to
huntered.dcnr.alabama.gov/public/

Allen Moore of Ardmore with a nice large-mouth bass caught

while fishing in a private lake.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Danny
Johnson
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Alabama Shakes coming home for dinner
Wes and Marlene Isom grow art

in the form of fruit trees that
blossom and dot the land-

scape of Athens with hues of pink and
white petals which then produce the
orange, red and yellow hues of
peaches and apples.

On dreary winter days, Marlene Isom
creates art out of colorful material and
thread, quilting during those rare mo-
ments that her work on the orchard
takes a pause. 

Even when Marlene Isom has a
chance to turn scraps of material into
her version of an art canvas, Wes
Isom’s work on the family farm contin-
ues. Every season he lovingly tends to
the crops that produce the food that
feed a community.

This passion for art and for sharing the
beauty of their farm and the fruits and
vegetables it produces led the Isom
family to make plans to host its third
Dinner in the Orchard fundraising
event. The Oct. 11 event will benefit
the Athens Arts League, a committee
of the Spirit of Athens.

“I want artists in Athens to have a
place to share their talents and for
children in our community to have the
opportunity to experience art in
Athens,” Marlene Isom said.

The Isom family knows local youth can
use their talent to have successful ca-
reers. Alabama Shakes, for example,
are an Athens-based and Grammy-
nominated band comprised of mem-
bers, some of whom formed a band
while students at East Limestone High
School. Marlene Isom taught lead gui-
tarist Heath Fogg when he was a child.

Recently, Fogg asked Marlene Isom,
“How does Dinner in the Orchard with
Alabama Shakes sound to you?”

Marlene Isom in turn called Diane Lehr
with the Athens Arts League and posed
the same question, pitching the event
as a fundraiser for arts in the commu-
nity. Of course the idea sounded like
perfect harmony. The Athens Arts
League is working on its High Cotton
Arts program, a facility to supply artists
with affordable studio space.

“A new arts center will be a wonderful
venue for artists of all ages,” Fogg
said. “The venue will allow artists to
showcase their work through a variety

of art forms and be a source of cre-
ative inspiration to all in the commu-
nity. We are proud to support the arts
in Athens and help create opportuni-
ties for our local artists.”

The group honed their unique musical
skills in their small community and
found inspiration by the riverbanks,
fields and farms of their beloved Lime-
stone County. The community and the
group’s artistic drive inspired their
roots rock style that has earned them
accolades all over the world. 

Alabama Shakes will entertain Dinner
in the Orchard guests with an intimate
performance to support arts in the
Athens community. This event will be
a warm welcome home style evening
with Alabama Shakes, a group that
has given the world a taste of the real
Alabama. Likewise, the Isom’s will
offer true Alabama farm-to-table deli-
cacies for their guests to enjoy.

In addition, two local bands whose
members are friends with Alabama
Shakes will perform. Those bands are
45 Special and Tripping Dixie.

“We are fortunate to have families like
the Isoms who support the arts in our
community, and we are fortunate to
have these local artists who can show-
case their talent,” said Athens Arts
League member Diane Lehr.

Money raised will support art pro-
grams in all mediums from music to
pottery to painting. The Athens Arts
League sponsors activities such as
Open Mic Night at Picasso’s, the sum-
mer Art Strolls on The Square with mu-
sical guests, art camps for the Boys
and Girls Club, other children’s art
camps and new programs to be of-
fered at High Cotton Arts.

“Art is an integral part of a commu-

nity’s history, its current identity and
its future as an attractive locale that
continues to thrive,” Lehr said.

The Isom family will host the Dinner in
the Orchard event amid the rows of
peach trees on their farm. Prior to din-
ner, guests will experience a social
hour by the pond with jazz music pro-
vided by area musicians. Guests will
stroll through artists’ displays and
sample hors d’oeuvres. During dinner,
served at barn-style tables, guests will
enjoy a menu that includes food cre-
ated by chefs from local restaurants.
Some dishes will include ingredients
from the Isom farm. While dining,
guests will enjoy the sounds of string
instruments strummed by the talented
fingers of area musicians.

After dinner, Alabama Shakes, 45 Spe-
cial and Tripping Dixie will perform.

“Before the evening ends, our guests
should be touched with some form of
music that appeals to them,” Marlene
Isom said.

Wes and Marlene Isom held their first
Dinner in the Orchard event in 2011 to
benefit the Athens-Limestone Hospital’s
Emergency Department renovation.

“We were looking for a way to share our
orchard with the community and for a
way to give back,” Marlene Isom said. 

The family chose the hospital because
Wes Isom’s mother, Jo Ann Isom,
worked for 44 years at the hospital,
spending 35 of those years in the
Emergency Department.

The second Dinner in the Orchard ben-
efitted the Athens-Limestone Public Li-
brary’s new building being constructed
on Jefferson Street. The family chose
the library because of Wes Isom’s
uncle, Raymond Isom, who believed in

acquiring knowledge, honoring family
history and maintaining farming tradi-
tions. Marlene Isom also was a Writing
to Read teacher at Johnson Elemen-
tary and believes in instilling strong
writing and reading skills in students.

For this third dinner, art is the focus
and will be evident in the music, the
decorating, the exhibits and the meal.
The art of planning was even needed
to choose the perfect date.

“Anytime you plan a major outdoor
event in Alabama you need the
Farmer’s Almanac and the football
schedules for Auburn and Alabama,”
Marlene Isom said.

The Farmer’s Almanac predicts Octo-
ber will be drier than normal, and Ala-
bama and Auburn are both playing
away games for this Oct. 11 event.

There will be a limited number of tick-
ets available for the event. Tickets are
$200 each. To purchase a ticket,
please contact Marlene Isom at 256-
497-3786. Payments must be made
with cash or checks. Checks can be
made out to Athens Arts League. 

To stay updated on Dinner in the Or-
chard plans, check out “Isom’s Or-
chard” and “Art on The Square” on
Facebook. 

Wes Isom addresses the crowd at

last year’s Dinner in the Orchard.



The following words were
scribbled more than a cen-
tury ago by a Confederate

soldier during the Civil War:

“I asked God for strength that I
might achieve. I was made weak
that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked God for health that I
might do greater things. I was
given infirmity that I might do bet-
ter things. 
I asked for riches that I might be
happy. I was given poverty that I
might be wise.
I asked for all things that I might
enjoy life. I was given life that I
might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for but
everything that I hoped for. De-
spite myself, my prayers were an-
swered. I am, among men, most
richly blessed.”
Sometimes we want and expect

so much out of life. We think
strength means I can do more.
But sometimes it’s in our weakest
moments that we learn the most,
and maybe teach others a little
something too. We think health
means I can accomplish more,
but often times, it’s in our sick-
ness that we learn to draw closer
to God. We think money can buy
happiness, but it’s in the times
that we struggle that we learn to
pray to God for help. We think the
more we have the better life is,
but sometimes it’s the simple
things that make you enjoy life
the most.

Look around you. Do you have a
family, friends, a job? Do you
have a home, money to buy gro-
ceries, and clothes to wear every-
day? You may not have everything
you want, but I guarantee you
have everything you need. The

way of the Lord is a unique one.
We think we know everything. We
think that I am the source for all
my prosperity. But God has a way
of showing us who’s in control.

Paul learned this very lesson
when he wrote in Philippians,
“Not that I speak in respect of
want: for I have learned, in what-
soever state I am, therewith to be
content” (4:11). We can want all
we want, but God will give us ex-
actly what we need to survive!
Jesus tells us not to worry about
what we will eat, drink, or wear,
but instead he tells us to “seek
first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these

things shall be added unto you”
(Matt. 6:31-33). God will take
care of us because He loves us.
Jesus also said, “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be
filled” (Matt. 5:6). 

Are we content with the Lord’s
way? Or are we constantly trying
to do things our own way? Jesus
says, “I am the way, the truth and
the life. No man comes to the Fa-
ther except through Me” (John
14:6). Jesus is the way. I trust His
way is better than mine. And
when we understand that, we un-
derstand that “I am, among men,
most richly blessed.”

MarionStreet
church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street

256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

Radio Program:

Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.

on WKAC  1080

Services

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.

Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Class  5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - Bible Class  6:30 p.m.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christby Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Kevin Harrington
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With a week to go before
the doors open to a
Smithsonian exhibit in

downtown Athens, organizers are
inviting volunteers, vendors and
demonstrators of work to be a
part of the six-week event, start-
ing Thursday with volunteer train-
ing.

“The Way We Worked,” a Smith-
sonian Institution traveling exhibi-
tion hosted by the Limestone
County Archives, will open Satur-
day, Sept. 20, at the Limestone
County Event Center with a
street-fair style kickoff called “Get
to Work!” that will feature many
facets of work in Limestone
County, from a running cotton gin
and Athens’ first fire truck on dis-
play to a blacksmith, quilters, and
other artisans demonstrating the
way they work. The event will be
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., in-
side and outside the event cen-
ter, and admission is free.

“We are still welcoming people
who want to be a part of this ex-
citing event,” said Rebekah
Davis, Archivist at the Limestone
County Archives and director of
“The Way We Worked” in Athens.
“We would like to have more peo-
ple set up to demonstrate work,
past and present, at the exhibit
kickoff, as well as food vendors
and anyone else who can help
make this a fun family event.
We’re also still signing up volun-
teers to work with this exhibit as
docents, or tour guides, and to
help with preparations and spe-
cial events.”

Anyone interested in reserving a
space at “Get to Work!” needs to
call the event coordinator, Misti
Fillingame, at 205-222-5408 or
e-mail her at tourthewaya-
thensworks@gmail.com. The
deadline to sign up is Sept. 13.

All those who want to volunteer to
help with “The Way We Worked”

are encouraged to register by
calling Dean Morgan at RSVP,
256-232-7207, or e-mailing
dmorgan@al-rsvp.com. Volun-
teers can also register on site at
the training session.

“Get to Work!” will kick off the six-
week run of “The Way We
Worked” at the Event Center.
“The Way We Worked” will be on
view Sept. 20 to Nov. 8, in the
Limestone County Event Center.
Admission is free to the exhibit,
which will be open Monday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., and by appointment after
hours.

The Athens event will also feature
a local exhibit of photos, artifacts
and stories from Limestone
County workers and the places
they worked. Visitors to the ex-
hibit will have the opportunity to
see a video of Alabama people
telling their work stories, and to
record their own stories to add to
the national and local historic
record.

Athens and the surrounding com-

munity have been expressly cho-
sen by the Alabama Humanities
Foundation to host “The Way We
Worked” as part of the Museum
on Main Street project—a na-
tional/state/local partnership to
bring exhibitions and programs to
rural cultural organizations. The
exhibition will tour six communi-

ties in Alabama from July 2014
through June 2015: Pell City,
Athens, Valley, Cullman, Demopo-
lis, and Dothan. 

“The Way We Worked,” adapted
from an original exhibition devel-
oped by the National Archives
and Records Administration, ex-
plores how work has become a
central element in American cul-
ture. It traces the many changes
that have affected the workforce
and work environments over the
past 150 years, including the
growth of manufacturing and in-
creasing use of technology. The
exhibition draws from the
Archives’ rich collections, includ-
ing historical photographs,
archival accounts of workers,
film, audio and interactives, to tell
the compelling story of how work
impacts our individual lives and
the historical and cultural fabric
of our communities. 

For more information about
The Way We Worked

in Athens, visit
www.thewayathensworks.com

or contact Davis at
256-233-6404 or

thewayathensworks@gmail.com. 
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTYYEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Volunteers, vendors welcomed to
Smithsonian exhibit kickoff Sept. 20
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SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

International Dot Day, Sept. 15
What is International Dot

Day?   Have you ever
heard of or read the

book by Peter H. Reynolds called
The DOT?   Well, that’s how it all

got started.  The
picture book story
is about a girl that
has no confidence
in her artistic abil-
ity.  Her teacher
encourages her to
‘just make a
mark’ on her

paper.  So the student simply
makes a ‘dot’ on her paper.  The
teacher told her to sign it.  The
next day the picture was framed
and hanging on the wall.  That
was enough to make the student
want to do more, and so began
the story that has encircled the
world.

From one teacher’s classroom in
2009, this story grew to other
classrooms to become a global

celebration.  Each year, teachers
across the world revisit this story,
and the inspiration continues as

students are encouraged to dis-
cover their own creativity.

The DOT has been named the
New York Times best-selling chil-
dren’s book. It has been pub-
lished in over 25 languages
around the world and used to in-
spire self-expression and creativ-
ity for all ages. The book was first
published on Sept. 15, 2003.

On Sept. 15th, students express
their creativity by simply making

dots and sharing them with the
world. This year, 1,380,974 par-
ticipants in 74 countries have
signed up to share in this event.
This year Athens Intermediate
School art department and
media center partnered to cele-
brate International Dot Day.   The
DOT has made its mark around
the world, so on Sept. 15th,
“Make your mark, and see where
it takes you.”

Debra
Johnson

Group effort oil pastel 'dots'.  Each

quadrant was designed by a student,

then grouped together to make a

cirlce, or dot.

Still life paintings using dot painting,

or pointillism  for the "Dot Day Celebration.

Madeline Motes and Andy Valladarez with their gumball paintings inspired

by artist, Wayne Thiebald. These are some of the "Dot Day" art works being

displayed at Athens Intermediate School.



One of the most exciting
times we country folks had
to look forward to was going

to  the fair. A week  in September,
the fair always came to Athens fair
ground. This much anticipated
event arrived every year during
cotton picking time.

Grandma used to
say, “You’ll pick
cotton for some
money and the
‘Carney’ pick it out
of you.” We all
knew this was

true, but we had loads of fun each
year at the fair. The beautiful
lights, music, and smells of cotton
candy and popcorn filled the air.
The stock barn had prize bulls,
and hogs on display. I remember
seeing a hog that must have
weighed over a 1000 pounds.

Big side shows always amazed us
displaying freaks of nature like a
2-headed calf or a 6-legged pig.
The games were also tempting for
the chance to win a stuffed ani-
mal. The girls with us were always
pressuring us guys to win a teddy
bear for them. I had a good arm
and often could win a prize with
my throwing skills. The rides were
very exhilarating  to say the least.

The ferris wheel and roller coast-
ers provided a fun ride. The cup
and saucers or tilterwhirl would
get my stomach . In the grand
stand arena, music was provided
featuring some big time names
like Tanya Tucker.

The haunted house played off
one’s imagination and created a
lot of suspense. The show pro-
moter would build up the house
with words like blood hungry
beasts lived in the halls of the
spook house. Humpy was a jumpy
sort anyway, and it could be dan-
gerous standing near him in the
spook house. When Humpy got
scared in tight quarters somebody

was going to get hurt. He was lots
of fun, but he needed his space
when he got frightened. 

This happening every year was a
chance for us country folks to es-
cape our humble lifestyle and see
things that existed outside our
conservative world. The fair of-
fered  a chance to try new foods,
like corn dogs, candy apples and
yes, my favorite -cotton candy. I
ate so much one night I got sick
on the sweet treat. We also got to
meet girls from other parts of the

county. Folks were there from all
the county schools and some-
times we met people from Pulaski,
Tenn.

By 11:30 p.m. most of our cotton
picking money was gone, and it
was time to head back to the
holler. We all loaded in the back of
that old Chevrolet truck and
started home. Most of us would
fall asleep while riding in the back
of the truck.  Soon we were back
safe and sound in our own little
world we called home.

UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondeeby Uncle Bondee

Uncle Bondee

Cotton picking and going to the fair

21526 AL Hwy 127 • Elkmont, AL 35620

256-233-0101

JUST 3 MILES NORTH OF ATHENS
We provide service on most all small engine repair. 

Lawn mowers chain saws, generators, to name a few.

Come in for a Tune-up
and bring this ad

for 10% off

Page 14 the valley star September 11, 2014

LIMESTONE DRUG

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY ONLY $1

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE



By Danny Johnson

I am an avid outdoors man and ap-
preciate  the creatures of nature
as much as the other guy.  Being
an outdoor writer, I have written
stories about feral hogs destroying
corn crops before. This is the first
time I have had a run in with  a
creature of the night.

There have been several com-
ments from the article  penned by
editor, Sonny Turner, about the dis-
appearance of my cantaloupes
over night. Watching these melons
grow all summer to be taken in the
darkness of night by a pack of
sneaky varmints  has made this
personal. I analyzed the evidence
left behind and came to the con-
clusion these animals were ruth-
less. 

They removed the melons from the
patch to enjoy eating them in a
nearby cotton field. Very little rind
was left behind, and vines still at-
tached to the melons  littered the
edge of the cotton field. Not leav-
ing one behind for the owner made
a statement to me in itself. 

Readers of The Valley Star have
shared  stories of coyotes taking
other produce from their garden .
One comment was the coyotes like
watermelons better than can-
taloupes. That is good news to
hear - my watermelons are coming

in and will be ready for harvesting
in a week or so. These four-legged
bandits don't come in the day light
hours, they come in the middle of
the night when a person is sleep-
ing.  That's when the robbing of the
garden occurs. 

There must be a way for me to
ward off another merciless  pillage
of my patch of melons. After a little
thinking, I came up with a plan to
incorporate light and sound in a
deterrent devise to place in my
garden.

I took a battery powered  motion
sensor light and placed it on a

stand. I have an  L.E.D. flood light
in one side and a  D.C. radio
plugged into the other lamp
socket. When the motion light de-
tects movement, both the light and
radio activate. I have the station
turned to a local
country station. I
will swap channels
weekly from coun-
try to rock and roll
to prevent the coy-
otes from getting
accustomed to the
sound.  I might add
a little talk radio,
no, I don't want to

do permanent harm to the  coy-
otes. It is possible to co-exist with
animals of nature as long  civiliza-
tion refrains from expanding into
their terrain.

When coyotes push the limits

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 5am - 3pm

Saturday 7am - 4pm • Sunday 11:30am - 3:30 pm

Home of the ‘Big Boy Burger’
Meat and 3 Vegetables Specials

18025 Nuclear Plant Road — at Jones Cross Roads
256-326-4888

Come eat with us!
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The Valley Star | feature

By Diane Lehr

If you meet Derrick Young in
Athens, you might see him in his
American Airline's uniform as he

leaves to fly around the globe, al-
ways to return to his beloved
hometown and the business he
bought in downtown Athens in
2007. Because he loved it's his-
tory, Derrick Young felt that he
could not bear to see UG White's
Mercantile close and fade away.
The store is known around town as
a solid anchor, closely matching
the City's identity of Classic. South-
ern. Character. Carrying cast iron
cookware, an extensive collection
of knives, camping gear, ice cream
freezers, old fashioned toys,
kayaks and high quality outer
wear.

UG White's has a long and distin-
guished history in town. Ulysses
Grant White started the store in
1917. In 1937 he moved to the
corner of 101 Jefferson Street
where the store remains today. Not
only did Derrick Young purchase
the UG White business and ex-
pand on it, but also he has in-
vested in the downtown by his
service as a board member with
the local Main Street revitalization
organization, Spirit of Athens. He

states that having a thriving down-
town is essential to the very sur-
vival of his hometown and he is
willing to support quality efforts
that push the downtown forward.

Currently UG White is offering a
lucky someone the opportunity to
win a pair of tickets to the sold out
Isom's Dinner in The Orchard with
Alabama Shakes that is slated for
October 11.  The Isom's have pro-
vided an exceptional dinner event
twice before that has benefited
the local emergency room at
Athens Limestone Hospital and
then the new Athens Library.

This year Athens Arts League, a
project of Spirit of Athens, will ben-
efit from the event that usually
sells out in a matter of minutes. By
purchasing a UG White T-Shirt,
shoppers can be entered to win
the coveted tickets, which will be
selected by drawing during the
Athens Grease Festival on Sep-
tember 27. The non profit, Athens
Arts League will also receive $5
from the sale of every T-shirt dur-
ing this special promotion. Mr.
Young is excited about the
progress that the arts are bringing
to the downtown.

Two art strolls this summer, art
camps for children, Open Mic

nights, and assistance with the
Trinity Project have kept the arts
growing in the community. Addi-
tionally work has begun on the WE
Estes building on Washington
Street in order that Athens Arts
League can develop an artist's in-
cubator with 8 to 10 affordable
studio spaces provided for working
artists right in the heart of down-
town Athens.

Mr. Young says, " I think what the
Isom's are doing is incredible. The
farm-to-table dinner they are offer-
ing is not only a unique cultural op-
portunity, but also an incredible
philanthropic gift to the commu-
nity. I just wanted to join with them
in supporting the arts here be-
cause there can be no success
downtown without a vibrant art
piece playing a part." 

So if you meet Derrick Young work-
ing alongside his employees at UG
White’s Mercantile or dressed to
commandeer a big jet across
country, remember that he has
seen the world, but loves and in-
vests in this place he calls home.
Now that sounds like Classic.
Southern. Character. to me.
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UG White’s Derrick Young: A downtown Anchor

"No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

205 West Washington Street • P.O. Box 1061

Athens, Alabama 35612

256.233.3377 Phone • 256.233.3232 Fax

kavalls@bellsouth.net

UG White truck at

UG White's Ully Fest.

Trisha Black, Ex.Director, Spirit of

Athens with Derrick Young, SOA

board member, at the annual Spirit

Awards Luncheon.
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The Livingston Concert Lec-
ture Series at Athens State
University will host the Stones

River Chamber Players from Mid-
dle Tennessee State University for
a concert on Sunday, September
14 at 7:00 p.m. in McCandless
Hall. The concert will feature works
for brass and organ and will be the
inaugural performance for the Uni-
versity’s recently renovated
Tracker Organ.  

“This will be the second time the
Stones River Chamber Group has
performed on the McCandless
stage,” states Athens State Presi-
dent Bob Glenn.  “We are proud of
the recent renovations to McCan-
dless Hall and to the organ and we
felt a concert such as this would
be a great way to showcase our ef-
forts.”

The Stones River Chamber Players
perform virtuoso music that is vis-

ceral, evocative, and exciting. Their
concert programs are accessible
for both the discerning classical
concert aficionado, and for young
people new to classical concerts.
Concert programs are unique and
often offer a different combination
of players for each work.  The en-
semble consists primarily of music
faculty from Middle Tennessee
State University - virtuoso per-
formers from some of the finest
music schools in America. 

The group will include Michael
Arndt and Jamey Simmons on
trumpet, Angela DeBoer on horn,
David Loucky on trombone, Ben
Miles on tuba, and Angela Tipps
on organ. The concert will feature
works by Bach, Mozart, Brahms,
Beethoven and other composers.
The concert is free and open to the
public.  For more information call
256-233-8296.

ASU to host concert for Brass
and Organ in McCandless Hall

MON, SEPT 15 | SEPT 22
Sauerkraut and Wieners

Cinnamon Bread Pudding
Scalloped Potatoes
Baked Mac/Cheese

Field Peas
Yams

Fried Okra
Creamy Slaw
Mixed Beans
Turnip Greens

TUES,  SEPT 16 | SEPT 23
Corn Casserole

Mixed Vegetable Cass.
Twice Baked Potatoes
Creamy Mac/Cheese

Purple Hull Peas
Spinach

Fried Zucchini
Creamy Slaw

Squash and Onions
Honey Carrots
Peach Cobbler

WED, SEPT 17 | SEPT 24
Broccoli and Rice Cass.

Peach Cobbler
Mashed Potatoes

W/Gravy
Baked Mac/Cheese

Field Peas
Pinto Beans
Fried Squash
Creamy Slaw
Turnip Greens

Steamed Cabbage
Kernel Corn

THUR, SEPT 18 | SEPT 25
Squash Cass.

Cinnamon Bread Pudding
Au Gratin Potatoes

Creamy Mac/Cheese
Purple Hull Peas

Cream Corn
Fried Mushrooms

Creamy Slaw
Lima Beans

Spinach and Egg

FRI, SEPT 19| SEPT 26
Vegetable & Rice Casserole

Peach Cobbler

Creamy Scalloped
Potato Casserole

Baked Mac/Cheese

Field Peas

Brussels Sprouts

Fried Okra

Creamy Slaw

Rice Casserole

White Beans

DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

$6.49 + TAX

FOOD BAR HOURS

10:30AM TO 1:30PM

DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

$6.49 + TAX

FOOD BAR HOURS

10:30AM TO 1:30PM

DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

$6.49 + TAX

FOOD BAR HOURS

10:30AM TO 1:30PM

HOBBS STREET

LOCATION ONLY

www.lawlersbarbecue.com
256-232-2677

1-877-874-4688 / 1-877-U PIGOUT

HOBBS STREET

LOCATION ONLY

www.lawlersbarbecue.com
256-232-2677

1-877-874-4688 / 1-877-U PIGOUT

HOBBS STREET

LOCATION ONLY

www.lawlersbarbecue.com
256-232-2677

1-877-874-4688 / 1-877-U PIGOUT



School is back in session and
it’s time to start thinking
about and planning those

fall activities!  It’s great for fami-
lies to stay active and we are so
blessed to have so many great
opportunities available in right
here in our community!  Athens
Recreation Center has lots of
great offerings for kids and
adults!  Right now Athens Recre-
ation Center is having sign-ups
for adult softball and archery.
Starting October 1 registration for
youth basketball begins.  Also,
Athens Recreation Center is
home to a great Wado Ryu karate
program that has operated there
for many years and is for adults
and children.  Savvy Kids Fitness
is a nutrition education and fit-
ness program for kids ages 6-12.
Zumba and Pilates classes are
also available and kids and
adults attend both of those as
well!   Wado Ryu karate, Savvy
Kids Fitness, Zumba and Pilates
all have open enrollment all year
round.  

Adult softball is registration is
going on now through September
15 and the cost is $350 per
team. 

Archery registration is now

through September 30, the cost
is $25 and classes meet every
Friday in October at 3:30 p.m.
The Rec. Center provides all the
equipment and no prior experi-
ence is necessary.

Youth basketball registration is Oc-
tober 1 through the 31 and the
cost is $45 and it’s for kids ages
5-16 and it’s determined by what
age the child is September 1.

Wado Ryu karate meets on Mon-
days (advanced students) Tues-
days and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
This program is for adults and
children starting at age 6.  The
cost is $30 a month.

Savvy Kids Fitness is a nutritional
education and fitness program
for kids ages 6-12. Each class in-
cludes a nutrition lesson, healthy
snack and FUN exercise!  The
goal is helping children learn
healthy habits that will last a life-
time.  The cost is $5 per class
and classes meet every Thursday
at 4 p.m.

Zumba classes meet on Mondays
and Thursdays at 5:15 p.m., Sat-
urdays at 9:30 a.m. and Sundays
at 2 p.m.  Pilates class is Satur-
day mornings at 8:30 a.m.
Zumba and Pilates are $5 a class

or $30 a month for unlimited
classes.  All fitness levels are wel-
come.  Zumba class uses weights
for part of the workout to work on
strength building and cardio fit-
ness.  This class is very unique
because it is in blacklights which
cranks up the fun factor!

So no matter what sport or activ-
ity you like there is something for
your whole family at Athens
Recreation Center!  Go check
them out!!  And a big Thank You
to the City of Athens for having
such great programs for adults
and children in our community!

by Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughty

Start planning those fall activities
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Wado Ryu karate class at Athens Recreation Center

JAMES MCCRAVY

OWNER
ATHENS LOCKSMITH & SAFE
CO. INC.
BEST LITTLE KEY SHOP IN TOWN

521 S. JEFFERSON
ATHENS, AL 35611

256-232-9089
256-232-3456

athenslocksmith@att.net



September 11, 2014 the valley star Page 19

The environment’s natural ele-
ments can take a toll on the
body. However, taking time to

refill what has been depleted from
your body, such as moisturizing
skin and hair, can make you feel
healthier and more beautiful. A
similar approach can also help
make your teeth stronger and
make your smile healthier. 

Though busy days may make exten-
sive health and beauty routines feel
unrealistic, there are simple ways to
make them more manageable. 

— Think of the time you dedicate
to taking care of yourself as an
opportunity to unwind and relax,
rather than a chore or another
item to check off that never-end-
ing to-do list. 

— Look for activities that deliver
in multiple ways, such as yoga,
which helps tone your body while
giving your mind a chance to slow
down and rejuvenate.

— Instead of trying to cram a full
body wellness session into a sin-
gle day, schedule activities that

don’t need to be performed daily
over the course of a week. Not
only does that spread your “you-
time” farther, it makes fitting it all
in more doable.

While a hectic lifestyle can affect
the specifics of your health and
beauty routine, the tips below are
a great way for nearly everyone to
get started:

Exfoliate. Scrubbing away spent
skin cells and the dust and grime
of daily life from your face and
body allows fresh, healthy cells to
grow in their place. After exfoliat-
ing, make sure to follow up with a
quality moisturizer to smooth and
replenish the moisture in your
skin. 

Rejuvenate. Using a hair mask
gives your hair a smooth and
glossy appearance, making it feel
strong. Similarly, regularly applying
facial masks also gives the skin a
healthy glow and smoother com-
plexion.  

Protect. In between visits to the
dental hygienist, you can continue

to polish and strengthen your
enamel at home. One option is Col-
gate Enamel Health Toothpaste,
which helps replenish the natural
calcium in your teeth and gently
polishes for stronger, healthy
enamel.

“By polishing our teeth, hygienists
go beyond ‘cleaning’ to remove

stains and help smooth out
enamel, which prevents bacteria
from sticking,” said Kristy Menage
Bernie, dental hygienist and Col-
gate Enamel Health Spokesper-
son. “By adding a toothpaste like
Colgate Enamel Health to your
morning routine, you can proac-
tively care for your enamel and
help maintain the work your hy-
gienist does between visits to help
get a beautiful healthy smile.”

To learn more about how to help
maintain the work your hygienist
does in between visits, visit
www.colgateenamelhealth.com.

Make time for meditation. Take
time out of your busy day to sit qui-
etly and mediate.  Centering the
mind can help relieve stress, im-
proving your overall mental well-
being.

Ultimately, setting aside a little
time each day to focus on yourself
can result in a happier, healthier
and more beautiful you. 

Simple tips to replenish your body

Photo courtesy of Getty Images



HORSE SENSEHORSE SENSEHORSE SENSE by Jim Swannerby Jim Swannerby Jim Swanner
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Hello to all our non-horsey
people. This Article was in-
spired by an incident a

friend encountered. As you non-
horse people may not know, a
horse is an in-to pressure animal.
That means they push into and
through pressure, whether physi-
cal or mental. Also, what you may
not know is that a horse is a prey
animal such as a deer, antelope,

rabbit or squirrel.
Their defense is to
flee from what
they perceive as a
dangerous situa-
tion. When fleeing
from these dan-

gerous or perceived dangerous
situations a horse will go, what
we call in the horse world, right
brained. That means that is the
self-preservation side, the reac-
tive side, and the non-thinking

side. A horse will kill itself trying
to save itself.

I wanted to give you non-horse
people this little bit of information
to tell you the following. When you
are around horses please don’t
assume they are pets. They are a
horse; a 1000-pound reactive
quick as lightning, 100s of times
stronger than we are. Their reac-
tion time is so fast you won’t even
see it happening until it has hap-
pened and then it is often too
late.

As I stated these animals are not
pets such as a dog or cat, they
are a horse.

All that being said, here is the sit-
uation; you are driving down the
road and you see someone lead-
ing (or riding for that matter) a
horse or horses down the road or
down the ditch beside the road
because, the horse for some rea-

son got out of their fence or
maybe the people are just out for
a ride or stroll, it really doesn’t
matter the reason here is what
should be done by the person
driving the vehicle. Slow down to
almost a crawl; pull as far as you
can to the opposite side of the
road from the horses and pass
with care. As I said, the reaction
time of a horse is lightning fast
and they can be out in front of
you before you can apply your
brakes or if you startle them by
not observing the afore men-
tioned, you could cause the rider
or handler grave injury.

Here’s the scenario, a driver is
approaching someone leading or
riding their horse along the
road.  A driver in a vehicle drove

by, not slowing down and pushed
down on the horn. Sometimes
people do this just for a laugh or
to see what the horse will do. Let
me tell you this, this is not a
laughing matter to us horse own-
ers and it won’t be to the people
who do these acts either once
someone is hurt or a horse is
hurt because of their lack of intel-
ligence.

I know most people know this but
there are some that don’t. 

On another note…
This is now hunting season. I
think I speak for all other pas-
tured animal owners, when I ask,
hunters, be aware of where the
herds are and shoot in opposite
directions from them. Shoot away
from our barns. Thank you.

Jim Swanner

Careful when driving around Horses

did you get the propane service you deserved
through these last winter days?

If not, call LOCAL PEOPLES GAS at 256-230-3600

or FERGUSON L.P. GAS at 256-423-3320.

Offering great service and fair prices,
with professional personnel!

If you are a pre-pay customer of theirs, you can
count on them to honor your pre-buy price no

matter how high the price of gas goes and they
are the only company that kept pumping to their

customers during the recent shortage.

we are available to our customers 24/7 - 365 days a year
LOCAL PEOPLES GAS

19650 CROSS KEY RD.
ATHENS, AL 35614

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD
ARDMORE, AL 35739

256-423-3320

Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise

• Cemetery Flowers • Painted Furniture
• Vintage Furniture • Modern Furniture • Guitars

• Jewelry • Glassware, etc

Open 7 days
Monday-Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5

NEED CASH??
WE BUY NICE FURNITURE & COLLECTABLES

256-232-9100
703 Hwy. 31 • Athens, Alabama 35611

(1 block North of Wal-Mart next to Bargain Center)
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StricklandStrickland
Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

25
YEARS

EXP
25

YEARS

EXP

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444

Golden Phoenixcontinued from page 1

Golden Phoenix Restaurant is
now open for business in
Athens. The restaurant,

owned and operated by Lisa Liu
and her husband, C.J. Jiang, is lo-
cated in the former H.G. Grill
Restaurant behind Hardees just
west of South Jefferson Street in
Athens. The Chinese restaurant
has been completely renovated
and remodeled.

Liu and Jiang have owned and op-
erated the popular Golden Phoenix
Chinese Restaurant in Decatur for
the past 14 years. The new restau-
rant at 516 U.S. 72 West in Athens
will be similar to the one in De-
catur that has over the past 10
years been named the best Chi-
nese restaurant in Decatur. Liu
said the restaurant in Athens will
also offer full catering services.

Golden Phoenix is a buffet with
more than 100 foods, including
traditional Chinese dishes, sushi,
soups and barbecue with steak,
chicken and pork chops. Various

desserts are offered including
fruit, cakes and ice cream.

Liu asked that people come by and
give the restaurant a try. She said

they specialize in beef and broc-
coli, kung pao chicken, jumbo
shrimp, crab, scallops and an
array of bean curds.

Golden Phoenix is open
Sunday-Thursday
11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11 a.m -10 p.m.



BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING … WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

16 LOTS in OAK EAST
from $44,000 to $55,000

3 lots are lake front

Scan here with
Smart Phone
to view our
Virtual Tour
Inventory

a

OAKS EAST - LOTS!

Clements - MLS#654750
4BR/4BA, 2,755 sq. ft.

$540,000

Tanner - MLS#660972
3BR/1BA, 1,450 sq. ft.

$93,500

Athens - MLS#592826
7 Units (5) 1BR/1BA

(2) 2BR/1BA
$89,900

Athens MLS#830392
2BR/2BA, 955 sq. ft.

$82,500

Elkmont- MLS#787527
3BR/3BA, 1,654 sq. ft.

$122,900

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING … WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

Alabama Real Estate Solutions LLC

218 South Madison Street • Athens, AL 35611 • Phone (256) 233-3400
Toll Free 1-877-311-ARES (2737)  Fax: (256) 233-3422 • www.alabamarealestatesolutions.com

Ginna Chittam
Assoc. Broker

(256) 777-3300

Jim Talbert
Realtor

(256) 777-9273

Barbara Graham
Realtor

(256) 777-0412

Kim Shindorf
Realtor

(256) 431-7916

Cliff Mansell
Broker

(256) 777-5170

Leonel White
Assoc. Broker

(256) 337-3165

Christie Bennett
Assoc. Broker

(256) 771-3744

Brenda Wilson
Assoc. Broker

(256) 508-6495

Clements - MLS#304663
3BR/2BA, 1,344 sq. ft.

$145,000

Clements - MLS#5413063
3BR/3BA, 1,531 sq.ft.

$295,000

Clements - MLS#309976
3BR/2BA, 955 sq.ft.

$129,900

Clements - MLS#992117

2BR/2BA, 955 sq.ft.

$107,500

Clements - MLS#300388

1BR/1BA, 755 sq.ft.

$159,000

TENNESSEE RIVER

Bay Hill
MLS#658277

$69,900

MLS#798444
SANDRA LANE

$119,900

Athens - MLS#340133
3BR/3BA, 1,572 sq.ft.

$146,900

Clements - MLS#544905
2BR/2BA, 955 sq. ft.

$89,900

TENNESSEE RIVER

TENNESSEE RIVERNEW LISTING / Tennessee River

E Limestone - MLS#1001022
$175,000

BUSINESS

Clements - MLS#794829
.92± Acres

$99,900

ELK RIVER TENNESSEE RIVER TENNESSEE RIVER

TENNESSEE RIVER

LAND AND LOTS
MLS#901596
Owner Finance
Can Be Commercial
East Limestone,
$225,000

MLS #616315
Athens, $26,900

Johnson/
Ardmore
Southern
Gayles/Sub.
Lot A - $24,900

MLS#908717
Rogersville
3.08 Acres -
$16,000

MLS#712619
Corner Lot
E. Limestone
$16,500

MLS#682509
18± Acres
Clements
$125,000

MLS#840145
Land
Clements
$365,000

MLS#453244
Davis St. Lot
Athens
$29,000

MLS#679178
Good Spring
Estates
W. Limestone
$14,800
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REDUCED!

SOLD

GREAT INVESTMENT

BAY VILLAGE DRIVE - CLEMENTS
#102 $107,500 2br/2ba

#202 $89,900 2br/2ba

#205 $125,000 2br/2ba

#3006 $129,900 3br/2ba

#103 $129,900 2br/2ba

#2006 $145,900 3br/2a

#2005 $89,900 2br/2ba

#304 $89,900 2br/2ba



204 – 2BR/2BA $1,050 1004 – 2BR/2BA $1,050

301 – 3BR/2BA $1350 1005 – 2BR/2BA $1,050

302 – 2BR/2BA $1,050 2002 – 2BR/2BA $1,050

305 – 2BR/2BA $1,050 2003 – 2BR/2BA $1,050

306 – 3BR/2BA $1,350 2006 -  3BR/2BA $1,200

1002- 2BR/2BA $1,050 3005 – 2BR/2BA $1,050

3006 – 3BR/2BA $1,350

102 – 2BR2BA $1,500 211 – 2BR/2BA  $1,500

105 – 3BR/2BA $1,250 306 – 3BR/2BA $1,700

111 – 2BR/2BA $1,200 308 – 3BR/2BA  $1,250

206 – 2BR/2BA $1,250 309 – 2BR/2BA $1,250

RIVERBREEZE

5799 & 5835 Bay Village Dr.

BAY POINTE

6122 Bay Village Dr.

Scan here with
Smart Phone
to view our
Virtual Tour
Inventory

a
BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING … WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

Athens - MLS#508491
Commercial 2,140 sq. ft.

$144,900

Athens - MLS#841116
Commercial 2,800 sq. ft.

$219,900

B5 – 3BR/3BA  $1,700
206 –2BR/2BA $1,500
307 – 3BR/3BA $1,700

RIVER’S EDGE

5590 Bay Village Dr.

TWO RIVERS
12100 Two Rivers Dr.

MLS#529523
Athens

2,140 sq. ft.
$900 mo.

PH-J – 2BR/2BA $1,500

MLS#776590 - Clements
2BR/2BA

$1,050 mo.

Athens - MLS#730032
3BR/2BA, 1,977 sq.ft.

$179,900

Athens - MLS#628275
3BR/3BA, 3,140 sq. ft.

$259,000

West Limestone - MLS#587886
3BR/2BA, 2,086 sq. ft.

$119,900

Clements - MLS#321393
3BR/2BA, 1,344 sq. ft.

$129,900

Clements - MLS#359476
3BR/3BA, 2,300 sq. ft.

$350,000

East Limestone - MLS#634305
5BR/4BA, 4,522 sq. ft.

7 acres and 4-stall barn
$599,900

Clements - MLS#934673
3BR/3BA, 1,662 sq. ft.

$325,000

East Limestone - MLS#1000137
2BR/1BA, 1,000 sq. ft.

$84,500

Clements - MLS#307514
2BR/2BA, 955 sq. ft.

$125,000

Clements - MLS#347771
3BR/3BA, 1,720 sq. ft.

$295,000

Clements - MLS#686660
3BR/4BA, 2,565 sq. ft.

$295,000

Clements - MLS#724072
2BR/2BA, 1,375 sq. ft.

$249,900

Clements - MLS#321393
3BR/2BA, 1,344 sq. ft.

$129,900

Clements
MLS#992117, MLS#321393

2BR/2BA, 955 sq. ft.
$107,500

Clements
MLS#526053, MLS#554603,
MLS#582851, MLS#307514

3BR/3BA, 1,790 sq. ft.
$259,000

Ardmore - MLS#976082
3BR/3BA, 2,301 sq. ft.

$279,000

Clements - MLS#822691
3BR/2BA, 1,450 sq. ft.

$134,900

Athens - MLS#339919
4BR/3BA, 3,263 sq. ft.

$299,900

Athens - MLS#938908
3BR/2BA, 2,520 sq. ft.

$219,900

Athens - MLS#607585
3BR/2BA, 1,875 sq. ft.

$167,900

Clements - MLS#554603
3BR/3BA, 1,731 sq. ft.

$334,900

Clements - MLS#582851
2BR/2BA, 1,375 sq. ft.

$239,900

Athens - MLS#740456
3BR/3BA, 2,580 sq. ft.

$135,000

Athens - MLS#794829
LOT

$99,900
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Alabama Real Estate Solutions LLC

218 South Madison Street Athens, AL 35611 • Phone (256) 233-3400
Toll Free 1-877-311-ARES (2737) Fax: (256) 233-3422

REDUCED

SOLD

REDUCED

REDUCED

PENDING

PENDING

COMMERCIAL

SOLD

TN RIVER


