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Athens vaping store expands

Brother and sister, Sylvia and
Curt Reynolds, had been va-
ping for several months and

knew the benefit it was to them.
They started working on the rest of
their family.  One by one, sisters,
brothers, aunts, and uncles were
all encouraged to get off the

“stinkies.”  With that task com-
pleted (and it wasn’t an easy one),
they decided to open an electronic
cigarette “vape” store in Athens.
They found a location and set it up
(with help and support of family
and friends)!  It’s hard to believe
that it’s been a year since Leet

Vape, formerly known as Beyond
Vaping, opened its doors on Black
Friday 2013.  The main objective
was to help smokers find an alter-
native to smoking cigarettes that
contain so many unknown chemi-
cals that we all know are bad.
Both were excited to open the

store. The business was doing well
and soon there was a need for
additional help.

In early 2014, Jeremiah Lewis
joined the family as a sales asso-
ciate.  He made a great addition to
the team.

continued on page 5

Merry Christmas from all of us at…

Dakota Phillips, Curt Reynolds and Sylvia Reynolds, inside the Leet Vaping store

at 809 Hwy. 72 W, Suite D, Athens. Their phone number is 256-444-1355.
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Christmas Ornament - The official Limestone
County Historical Society Christmas ornament is
now available for $15 at Osborne’s Jewelers in
Athens. The 2014 ornament features the Athens
Lions Club Kiddie Carnival. Past ornaments from
2006-2013 are also available. Call Ellie Frost at
256-233-2878 for further information.

Dec 12th - 14th — Bethlehem Walk Mable Hill
Baptist Church 3778 Ready Section Road, Ard-
more, AL   Join Mable Hill Baptist Church as they
reenact the birth of Jesus in this annual walk
through production.  For more information
www.mablehillbaptist.org/bethlehem.html

Dec 13th — Junior Class Fundraiser Christmas
Extravaganza  Library and 9th Grade Hall, East
Limestone High School 15641 East Limestone
Road, Athens, AL   Come shop the vendors, silent
auction and cake walk and let the kids enjoy pic-
tures with Santa, face painting, ring toss and lots
more from 10:00AM-2:00PM.

Dec 13th — Ardmore High School Christmas
Concert 30285 Ardmore Avenue, Ardmore, AL
The public is invited to come and enjoy their
Christmas favorites performed by the Ardmore
H.S. Band at 6:00PM

Dec 13th — Santa’s Coming to Nestle Nestle Toll
House Cafe 1260 U.S. Highway 72E, Suite 1, Athens,
AL    Grab the little one and makes some memories
and a tasty treat too from 10:30AM-1:30PM.  Cost
is $5.00 per child and includes decorating a cookie
slice, small soda, coloring contest and a free picture
with Santa.  For more information, 256-232-0900

Dec 13th — Historic Mooresville Holiday Home
Tour and Progressive Dinner Mooresville, AL
Mooresville puts on its holiday finest and invites
you to enjoy the season with them.  Bright, fresh
greenery and red bows decorate the street signs,
Della Robbia wreaths colorfully deck the public
buildings and homes are decorated in the tradi-
tions of Christmas Past.  Reserve your space on
this exclusive tour that will visit locations and
homes from 2:00PM-7:00PM.   Cost is $65.00 per
person.  For more information or make reserva-
tions: www.mooresvilleal.com/progressive-dinner/

Dec 13th — Sippin’ Cider Downtown Athens, AL
From 5:00PM to 8:00PM, participating mer-
chants will offer sample tastings of their favorite
cider recipe. Guests will vote by ballot for their fa-
vorite, and the cider receiving the most votes
wins bragging rights for the year. The ballots will
also serve as an entry to one of many door prizes
to be given away.

Dec 13th — 39th Annual Parade of Lights Joe
Wheeler State Park  4403 McLean Drive, Rogersville,
AL   Grab your space along the shore as the deco-
rated boats cruise Wheeler Lake.  Holiday Buffet will
be served at Daniella’s in the Park starting at
4:00PM. Boat Parade starts at 6:00PM.  To partici-
pate in the parade, call Denita at  256-247-6971 or
email JoeWheeler.Marina@dcnr.alabama.gov. To
book your meal or room call 256-247-5461

Dec 14th — 10th Annual Hunter Bauer Memo-
rial Blood Drive Beasley Center 200 West Bryan
Street, Athens, AL   Give the gift of life at
12:00PM in this annual memorial blood drive.

Dec 14th — Athens State University Community
Band Christmas Concert Carter Gymnasium,
Pryor Street, Athens, AL   The Livingston Concert-
Lecture Series presents this free Christmas Con-
cert featuring the ASU Community Band at
3:00PM.

Dec 15th — Clements High School Christmas
Concert Clements Baptist Church 8690 U.S.
Highway 72, Athens, AL   The public is invited to
enjoy the music of Christmas with the Clements
High School band at 7:00PM

Dec 18th — Senior Lunch Matinée  Yesterdays
Event Center 15631 Brownsferry Road, Athens,
AL   Come enjoy a complete lunch including drink
and dessert for $10.00 and take in show with na-
tionally renowned singer/impressionist, Kevin
Adams for free with paid meal.  Groups welcome
(please contact Yesterdays for special instruc-
tions).  Event begins at 11:00AM, show starts is
Noon and last 60-75 minutes.  All seating is re-
served seating, reservation required.  Please
RSVP to:  info@yesterdaysevents.com

Dec 20th — Breakfast/Lunch with Santa Whis-
tle Hollow Farm 701 Lofton Hall Road, Ardmore,
TN Enjoy a meal with Santa!  A full
breakfast/lunch bar will be served.  Bring your
camera for photos with Santa and around the
farm. Lots of surprises during the event. Three
times to choose from: 9:00AM, 11:00AM, 3:00PM.
Session seating maximum is 75 persons.  Reser-
vations required.  Cost is $15.00 per person.  For
more information or to make reservations: 931-
638-3501  or whistlehollowfarms@att.net

Dec 31st — Yesterday’s Rockin’ New Year’s Eve
Variety Show Yesterday’s Event Center 15631
Brownsferry Road, Athens, AL  Don your party-
wear and come enjoy a night of your favorite
music. Show admission TBA.  Purchase a dinner
for TBA.   RSVP required, please specify if you
plan to eat.  RSVP to info@yesterdaysevents.com

Dec 31st — New Year’s Eve Party Joe Wheeler
State Park  4403 McLean Drive, Rogersville, AL
Make your plans to ring in the new year with Joe
Wheeler State Park.  Packages begin at $160.00
and includes room for two, prime rib buffet for
two, New Year’s Eve party featuring DJ/CC Music
Entertainment & Breakfast Buff for two on New
Year’s Day.  Cash bar will be available.  For reser-
vations or more information, please call 256-
247-5461

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery



On his birthday Dec. 4th, we
took daddy back to the home
where he grew up as a kid.

Let’s see, that was 90 years ago.

Photographer, Danny Johnson, and
myself had been waiting for this
day because we wanted to get a
picture of daddy at this old home
place. Daddy had just turned 95,
and we knew that if we were going

to get a picture of him at the old
home place now is the time - not
because he is in bad health - but
because the old home is believed
to be on its last leg. It is still stand-
ing, but a puff of wind could bring it
down any time.

Daddy recalled that he was 5 years
old when the family first moved to
the home in Happy Hollow north-

west of Elkmont. That would have
put it in the roaring 1920’s.

That is not the first time we have
been there, though. We took a ride
to Happy Hollow a while back, and
he showed me the old home where
he was raised as a child. I was
amazed that it was still standing.

Daddy said he remembers living
there just like it was yesterday. As a
matter of fact, the owner told me a
few years back that daddy’s initials
are still carved into an old beech
tree on the farm.

Daddy tells a lot of interesting sto-
ries about those times in Happy
Hollow, but one in particular got my
attention. It was about the night
before Christmas when it snowed.

“When we got up that morning
there was snow on the kitchen
table,” he said. “We had a few ap-
ples and oranges to celebrate
Christmas. But, the most amazing

thing to us kids that morning was
the snow on the kitchen table.”

The old home back then had a few
cracks in the roof and ceiling and
snow came falling inside that night.
That was the way it was back then,
because I can remember living in
homes where you could see cracks
in the walls all the way to the out-
side.

The Happy Hollow home is more
than 100 years old today. The visit
last week brought back a lot of
good memories for daddy.
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Harry Turner at old home place.
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Those Christmas to-do lists are
not complete just yet.

Get out that list and add numbers
12-14 for these items:

No. 12 – Shop 

No. 13 – Sip

No. 14 – Smile

All three can be done at the annual
Spirit of Athens Sippin’ Cider event
that is coming up on 12-13-14.

“We have the perfect date this
year for your last minute shopping
experience with 12-13-14 because
that’s easy to remember,” said
SOA Promotions Committee Chair
Holly Hollman. “You can shop for
great deals, sip cider made by our
merchants and vote for your fa-
vorite, and then smile while you
watch your children roast marsh-
mallows and make art crafts.”

From 5-8 p.m., participating mer-
chants will have various event re-
lated activities from special deals to
door prizes to children’s projects. 

The merchants also will be vying
for the golden colored Cider Cup

given to the best cider recipe.
Shoppers can get ballots and turn
in ballots at any participating store
to vote for their favorite cider con-
coction. 

“Winning the Cider Cup is a com-
petitive part of this event for our
merchants,” said SOA Director Tr-
isha Black. “The ones who have
won in the past keep the cup on
display. Each one wants to have
the best cider, and those of us who
get to try all the delicious recipes
enjoy the results of this competi-
tive spirit.”

Downtown restaurants will be
open, and the Our Little Kitchen
food truck will have gumbo, jam-
balaya and fried pies. There will be
a fire pit for roasting marshmal-
lows on The Square. As shoppers
are walking along the sidewalks,
they will likely run into Santa and
Dickens characters.

The Athens-Limestone Community
Association plans to sell copies of
Charlotte Fulton’s book, “Holding
the Fort: A History of Trinity School
in Athens, Alabama.” The book

chronicles the Civil War site Fort
Henderson which is also the site of
the former all-black Trinity School,
which closed amid integration. 

Here is a list of merchants and
some of their specials:
● Bennett’s Clothing
Door Prize - Mountain Khakis hat
valued at $25

● Crawford’s Gifts
Door Prize - Two Christmas metal
stakes

● Epiphany Boutique
Door Prize - $50 gift certificate

● The Grasshopper
Door Prize - Monogrammed sweat-
shirt, $45 value

● Gray & Holt
Door Prize - $25 gift certificate

● Hendricks-Patton Rancl
All furniture 10% off
Door Prize - Vinyl Beanbag except
Football themed
Children’s movie will be playing in
the store

● Luvici’s
Door Prize - Luvici’s gift box valued
over $60

● Pablo’s on Market
Door Prizes - Two $25 gift certifi-
cates

● Snapdragon Kids
25% off clothes and shoes
Door Prize - Game Basket valued
at $50

● Trinity’s
15% off all Karma merchandise, 
Spend $50 in Vera Bradley & re-
ceive a free Vera Bradley gift
Door Prize - Karma shopping tote

● Village Pizza
Door Prize - 1 large one topping
pizza

● Wildwood Deli
Door Prize - Lunch for Two

● The Willow Cottage
15% on all store items, excluding
furniture
10% off furniture
Door Prize - Large candle, room
spray and votive

Other participating merchants are:
● Pimentos

● U.G. White General Mercantile

Make a Sippin’ Cider date with downtown Athens Dec. 13
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The business continued to grow
and after several months, there
were thoughts of expanding and
opening a second location.

In February 2014, Heidi Malone,
another sister lost her full-time
job.  Sylvia came to Heidi with the
plan to open a second location
and asked if she wanted to be-
come a partner and manage a
second location. 

With Heidi onboard, the thoughts
turned into reality.  A search for a
good location was on.,The decision
was made and a small shop in
Toney, Ala. was leased.  The loca-
tion was a good central point be-
tween Huntsville and Ardmore.

In May 2014, the store opened
and it was well received.  Currently,
Spencer Self, is working part-time
at this location. 

A few short months later, Jeremiah
proposed coming on as a partner
and opening a third location.  With
all the partners in full agreement,
Sylvia and Jeremiah set out to lo-
cate a store front.

Jeremiah thought Lawrenceburg,
Tenn. should be the home of the
newest store and so it came to be
in October 2014.

Stephen Davis was brought on as
a sales associate for Lawrence-

burg and since Jeremiah was no
longer in Athens, Dakota Phillips
was brought on for the Athens Lo-
cation.

With this new addition, the part-
ners decided to rebrand and
chose a new name.  Jeremiah and
his girlfriend owned an e-juice
company called Leet Vape.  With
their approval, the stores took on
the same name. Since the re-
branding of the retail stores, Leet
Vape continues to see new faces
and they enjoy helping people
leave the analog cigarettes be-
hind.  It is their hope to serve as
many in these communities as
possible and be there to answer
questions as well as provide a re-
laxed environment that all may feel
welcome in. 

Leet Vape offers a multitude of
products.   They have everything
from starter kits to advanced e-
cigs (mods), tanks, batteries, drip-
per setups, wick, wire, and ejuice
from 16 USA vendors providing
over 200 flavors- something for
everyone!  

From all the staff at Leet Vape —-
“This year is coming to a close and
there is no better time to switch to
vaping. Come see us and we’ll
help you make the change.”

Vaping store continued from page 1

The Valley Star | cover feature

Spencer Self and Heidi Malone
8218 Hwy 53 North, Toney, AL 35773 • 256-851-6070

Stephen Davis
311 North Locust Avenue, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., 38464 • 931-244-6863



DEB’S  Delights by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

Crust
1  1/4 c. graham cracker crumbs

1/4 c. sugar

1/2 stick melted butter

Filling
2 pounds sweet potatoes

3   8oz cream cheese, room temp.

3/4 c. + 2 Tbsp sugar

1/4 c. whipping cream

3  large eggs, room temp.

Topping
3/4 c. firmly packed brown sugar

1/2 stick unsalted butter

1/4 c. whipping cream

1  c. toasted pecan pieces

For Crust
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Position rack in center of oven.
Mix ingredients and press into 9
1/2 spring form pan. Bake 10
minutes.  Completely cool on rack
and maintain oven temperature.

For Filling
Place potatoes in baking dish and
bake until knife inserted in center

goes through easily.

About 1 hour. (Potatoes can be
done day ahead)   Maintain oven
temperature.  cool potatoes com-
pletely.  Peel, place in blender or
processor.  Transfer 1  1/2 c. of
potato puree to large bowl.  (Re-
serve remainder of potatoes for
another use.)  Add cream cheese,
sugar, sour cream and cream
until smooth.  Add eggs 1 at a
time, blending well each time.
Pour filling into crust.  Bake until
tester inserted in center comes
out clean, about 1 hour.  Turn
oven off and let cake stand in
oven 1 hour with door ajar.

For Topping
Stir butter and sugar in small
saucepan over low heat until
sugar dissolves.  Increase heat
and bring to a boil.  Mix in cream,
then toasted nuts. Pour hot top-
ping over cake.  Refrigerate until
cheesecake is well chilled - 8
hours or overnight.  Remove from
pan.  

Sweet Potato Cheesecake

661 US Hwy 72 West • Athens • 256-444-2055

“Something for Everyone”
Let Our Low Prices

Light Up Your Holidays!

15% to 75% off
Shop & Save

December Sale

Mondays: Customer Appreciation Day
Tuesdays: Senior Citizens Day

Receive an extra 10% off

We wish everyone a
Merry Christmas!

Join us in the Music Room
Starting at 11am every
1st and 3rd Saturday -
Pickin’ and Singin’ and
4th Saturday - Dulcimers!

Lay-a-way Available

Page 6 the valley star December 12, 2014



December 12, 2014 the valley star Page 7

Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming

We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Mobile 256-759-3317

www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

256-772-8009

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

Artist Michael Liu will present
Paper and Portraits, a showing
of works on charcoal and paper

cuttings at the Alabama Center for the
Arts beginning on December 16 and
lasting through February 25, 2015.  

Liu, a native of Kweishan, Taiwan
worked as an engineer but returned
to his early interest in art and opened
galleries in Taoyuan, Taiwan, and
Evadon, Switzerland.  His art is self-
taught and reflects his personal inter-
ests and his experiences in both the

culture in which he grew up and the
Western culture which he experi-
enced as an adult.   Since 2008 Liu
has explored an interest in paper cut-
ting, an art form that has roots in both
Chinese and Japanese art.  

Today, Michael divides his time be-
tween Taiwan and Alabama.  His bi-
cultural life is expressed in his
signature which overlaps his western
name with his Chinese personal
stamp.   Michael creates art as in-
spired and by private commission.

A reception for Liu is planned to coin-
cide with the show’s opening on De-
cember 16 at 5:30 pm.  The reception
and admission to the gallery are free
and open to the public.

The Alabama Center for the Arts lo-
cated at 133 2nd Avenue in Decatur,
Alabama.  Exhibit hours are Monday
through Thursday, 8:00 am to 4:30
pm, and Friday from 8:00 to noon.
More information can be found at al-
abamacenterforthearts.org. 

Alabama Center for the Arts to
Host Showing of Work by Michael Liu

Merry Christmas from
everyone at The Valley Star



OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

A morning hunting in the woods
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By: Danny Johnson

Hunters are blessed living in the
Southeast  with its liberal deer
season. The commitment to

rolling out of a warm bed at 4 am
and  sitting in a tree stand with tem-
peratures below freezing is challeng-
ing to say the least. My favorite time
to hunt is in the morning . One of the
advantages of morning hunting  is
usually no wind and more deer
movement. 

I sneak through the woods as quietly
as possible reaching my tree stand
just before day break. This morning
there is a big frost on the ground
and no wind. The temperature is
around 25 degrees. Sitting in the
tree perch, I am thinking this is a
perfect morning. The Eastern sky
becomes colorful as the sun brings
first light to this day. The view I expe-
rience this  morning is breathtaking.
As the rays of the sun illuminate the
frosty bottom below, I think how for-
tunate a person is  to experience this
beautiful sight.

Soon after daylight, there is the
sound of squirrels scampering in the
leaves in search of their morning
meal. The squirrels search for

acorns and hickory nuts, which are
abundant this year. Sounds travel for
miles on a morning like this. The si-
lence is disrupted by a bleating of a
donkey on a neighboring farm. Your
hearing sense is keen listening for
any sound in the woods around you.

I hear a soft walking sound coming
from a ridge in front of me. This
must be a deer coming out of a
thick, grown up holler. The adrena-
line kicks in, and I raise my gun an-
ticipating a shooter buck. The animal
comes into sight and it’s only a 4
point buck. I lower the gun because
this buck doesn’t make the grade.

I catch movement to my right, but no
sound . There is a big bobcat grace-
fully working through the thick un-
dergrowth about 30 yards away. This
animal was easing across the forest
floor without a sound. The soft
placement of each step made you
think the cat had sore feet. The bob-
cat was in stealth mode looking for a
rodent for a breakfast feed. Seeing
this cat was well worth this morning
outing. 

About an hour after the bobcat dis-
appears into a pine thicket, 6 does

feed near my tree stand. This group
of does are made up of mature and
yearling deer. The alpha doe goes
into the caution mode when she
crosses the spot where the bobcat
crossed. Each deer took a smell of
the bobcat’s travel route. A deer’s
sense of smell is one of its best lines
of defense. The does moved on and
activity soon slowed.

Not getting a shot at a big buck this
morning didn’t discourage my antici-
pation of hunting. It’s a lot more
than harvesting an animal .  While
hunting this beautiful morning, I saw
animals co-exist in nature and expe-
rienced  the wonders of God’s cre-
ations. Hunting provides a time of
quiet away from modern electronics
and provides an opportunity for a
person to become one with nature.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Jackie Landers, of Athens, killed his first
deer recently while hunting in
Lincoln County, Tenn. It was a nice nine
pointer.

Hunter Jones with 8-point buck he harvested on Dec. 3 in Limestone County.

Robbie McDowell with an
Alabama 10 point buck.

Robbie McDowell with a
9 point Tenn. buck.
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Kimber Solo Carry Stainless 9mm
 6 round capacity

Match Grade - Made In USA

2012 Handgun of the Year2012 Handgun of the Year2012 Handgun of the Year2012 Handgun of the Year

Kimber Custom CDP II 
45 ACP - 7 Round Capacity

Hand Fitted Parts - Made in USA

*Best Seller*

Because Life's Too Short 
To Carry An Ugly Gun . . . 

            ... The "Gentlemen's Gun."

Kimber Custom Crimson Carry IIKimber Custom Crimson Carry IIKimber Custom Crimson Carry IIKimber Custom Crimson Carry II

In-House Gunsmith Available
Downtown Athens

Find Us on Facebook!

Thousands of Guns In Stock Everyday!!
Huge Selection of Ammo, Scopes, & Accessories
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The hustle and bustle of the
holiday season is an exciting
time. But from the crowded

malls to the big online markdowns,
a silent threat lurks - one with the
ability to wipe out your good finan-
cial standing and make it a not-so-
jolly holiday for you and your
family.  

Just as you would assess your hol-
iday gift budget, it’s equally impor-
tant to understand and evaluate
the status of your identity, taking
special precautions to help safe-
guard your information. 

Giving information is inevitable.

In the digital world, sharing your
identity to obtain credit, make on-
line holiday purchases or even re-
ceive coupons is commonplace
and necessary - but it opens the
door to new risks. Today, data
breaches are frequent and they
can put your personal information
in the wrong hands.

In fact, a new study of more than
1,200 consumers conducted by
Morpace on behalf of LifeLock, a
comprehensive identity theft pro-
tection service, found that almost
two-thirds (64 percent) of data
breach victims experienced it
within the last 12 months1. And
while data breaches can certainly
cause considerable damage to
someone’s financial standing, the
stakes in identity theft are expo-
nentially higher.

The survey also found that about
half of respondents who experi-
enced identity theft do not know
how their information was ob-
tained2. While most people as-
sume these criminal acts occur to
only those with an online pres-
ence, anyone can be a target. Even
unique, permanent credentials,
such as Social Security numbers
and birthdates, can live online re-
gardless of an owner’s physical
presence or real-world activity. 

Identity theft can have uncontrol-
lable and significant long-term fi-
nancial implications, with thieves
going as far as opening a bank

loan, or committing tax fraud in
your name.

Take protective measures.

The specialists at LifeLock offer
these tips to help protect you while
shopping this holiday season:

• Know where your info goes.
Many online stores offer helpful
apps for quicker, more efficient
holiday shopping. Before you
download any app, make sure it
comes from a reputable source.
Copycat apps exist which, once
downloaded, may capture your
personal information and use it for
fraudulent purchases. Overall, it is
important to know where your in-
formation is being stored - whether
on your device, the hard drive of
your computer or in a file at home.

• Be vigilant on public Wi-Fi.
Whether at your local coffee shop
or while traveling, do not transact

on public Wi-Fi and be wary of any
passwords you enter. It’s always
safer if you can wait until you get
to a secure or private network.

• Change passwords frequently.
Make sure the passwords you use
when setting up accounts with on-
line merchants are complex and
difficult for a thief to figure out. It is
always a good idea to change
passwords to all your accounts on
a regular basis - especially with
banks, email accounts and social
networking sites - to add an extra
layer of protection to your personal
data.

• Consider using a credit card.
When you choose your debit card
over your credit card, you may be
exposing yourself to more risk. The
most you’d have to pay for unau-
thorized use of your credit card is
$50, no matter when you report it.

If you report your debit card lost or
stolen more than two days after
you learn about the loss or theft,
but less than 60 days after your
statement is sent, you could lose
up to $500. And if you wait more
than 60 days after your statement
is sent, you could be out all the
money taken from your account.

As a consumer educated on iden-
tity theft, you’ll have some peace
of mind and be more able to focus
on the fun of the shopping season.
For more information, visit Life-
Lock.com.  

1 Based on the responses of 1,200+ U.S.
consumers surveyed by Morpace, an in-
dependent third-party research firm, Sep-
tember 2014. Page 13.
2 Based on the responses of 1,200+ U.S.
consumers surveyed by Morpace, an in-
dependent third-party research firm, Sep-
tember 2014. Page 62

‘Tis the Season to Safeguard Your Identity

Photo courtesy of Getty Images



SEARCHING FOR TRUTH by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christby Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ
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“Bah Humbug” Christianity
Apopular play and movie this

time of year, and one of my
personal favorites, is “A

Christmas Carol.” There is one
scene that has always fascinated
me. The Ghost of Christmas Past
has just paid a very discomforting
visit to Ebenezer Scrooge. Clearly
the old miser is shaken by the en-
tire ordeal. But when he awakens
from his sleep, he doesn’t take
the message to heart. He simply
dismisses it by saying, “Bah,
humbug, it wasn’t real.”

I think it’s amazing how many
times I come in contact with peo-
ple who don’t take the word of
God seriously. I have met a lot of
people who claim to love God and
read their Bibles. I have met a lot
of people who love Jesus and at-
tend church services. However, I

am a firm believer that reading
our Bibles and attending church
services does not makes us
strong Christians. Sadly, too many
people are like Scrooge, they will
hear something, but they don’t
take it to heart. Unfortunately,
there are too many “Bah Hum-
bug” Christians. 

Many people read their Bibles,
but it doesn’t mean they apply
the words in their lives. Many
people attend church services,
but it doesn’t mean they listen to
the sermon. Many people listen

to the sermon, but it doesn’t
mean they apply the preacher’s
words. Many people claim to love
Jesus, but their actions suggest
otherwise. Jesus predicted that
there would be people like this
when he said, “Not everyone who
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but
he who does the will of My Father
in heaven. Many will say to Me in
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast
out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your
name?’ And then I will declare to
them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice law-
lessness!’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

Take a moment today and reflect
on your relationship with Jesus.
Many people call themselves

Christians, but they aren’t willing
to do what the Bible tells them to
do. Many people call themselves
Christians who read the Bible and
attend worships services, but
their attitude has you questioning
what they read or where they
went. Bah humbug Christianity is
not what Jesus wants. Instead,
Jesus wants devoted servants to
follow God’s word. Jesus wants
our attitudes, thoughts, actions,
and words to reflect His own.
What Jesus really wants is for His
people to have hearts that want

to serve Him. Jesus said, “if you
love Me, you will keep my com-
mandments” (John 14:15).

Fortunately, at the end of “A
Christmas Carol,” Scrooge has a
change of heart. He decides to
get into the Christmas spirit and
treat everyone with respect.
Wouldn’t it be great if everyone
could get into the Christian spirit?

Wouldn’t it be great if everyone
who read the word of God actu-
ally applied it? Wouldn’t it be
great if everyone who attended
worship services actually took the
songs and sermon to heart? “Let
your light so shine among men
that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in
heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Kevin Harrington

MarionStreet
church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street

256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

Radio Program:

Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.

on WKAC  1080

Services

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.

Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Class  5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - Bible Class  6:30 p.m.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTYYEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

"No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

205 West Washington Street • P.O. Box 1061

Athens, Alabama 35612

256.233.3377 Phone • 256.233.3232 Fax

kavalls@bellsouth.net

It had only been a couple of
years since downtown Athens
was under martial law by Union

troops, and the leaders of this lit-
tle Southern town were still trying
to regain some civility after what
had been, for them, a decidedly
un-civil Civil War. 

So with that in mind, on Feb. 21,
1867, the Athens Weekly Post
published a pretty comprehen-
sive list of “Ordinances Governing
the Town of Athens,” covering
everything from yelling in the
street to exposing the “lower
part” of a privy to public view. 

Some of our favorites:

Dead Animals Downtown: If any
person shall hereafter carry or
place any dead animal upon the
premises of another within the
limits of the corporation, or upon
the Public Square, or upon any of
the public streets or about either
of the public springs, he, she or
they so offending shall forfeit and
pay for each and every offence not
less than one or more than five
dollars, at the discretion of the
Mayor. 

Singing in the Street: Any person

or persons who
may hallow, yell,
sing or make
any other noise
in or about the
streets of the
town of Athens
calculated to
disturb the
peace and quiet
of any of the citizens of said town,
shall on conviction thereof be
fined, at the discretion of the
Mayor, not less than one nor more
than forty dollars.

Cows on the Sidewalk: Any per-
son or persons who shall ride,
lead, or cause to follow them, any
horse, mare, mule, jackass, oxen,
bull, cow or calf, on or across the
pavements or side-walks in the
corporation of Athens, shall be
fined not less than one nor more
than five dollars.

Shooting in the City: Any person
or persons who shall shoot a gun,
pistol or any other description of
fire-arms, or in any way explode
gun powder, within the corporate
limits, except on the 25th Decem-
ber, 4th of July and 22nd of Feb-
ruary (George Washington’s

birthday –RD), shall
be fined not less
than one nor more
than five dollars, at
the discretion of the
Mayor. Provided, that
nothing in the act
contained, shall pre-
vent any person from
shooting pork hogs,

beef and cattle in said corpora-
tion; and provided further, that
the shooting in proviso above,
shall not be within one block of
the Public Square.

Selling on the Sabbath: Any per-
son or persons who shall keep
open his, her or their door or win-
dows for the purpose of vending
any goods, wares, or merchan-
dise in the town of Athens on the
Sabbath day shall forfeit and pay
not less than five nor more than
forty dollars, at the discretion of
the Mayor.

Pitching Dollars: Any person or
persons, who shall pitch dollars,
or quaits, or horseshoes, or rings,
or any substitute whatever, on the
sidewalks in the corporation of
Athens, shall, on conviction, be
fined for each and every offense

not less than one nor more than
five dollars.

Procreating inside City Limits:
Any person or persons who shall
let or put any stallion or jackass
to any mare within the limits of
the corporation shall forfeit and
pay not less than five nor more
than forty dollars, at the discre-
tion of the Mayor.

Trees on the Square: Person or
persons who shall cut down or in-
jure in any manner any tree in the
public streets or on the Public
Square of the town of Athens,
shall be fined not less one nor
more than forty dollars, at the
discretion of the Mayor.

Exposing the Privy: It shall be un-
lawful for any privy, necessary or
garden-house to be placed or suf-
fered to remain on any street in
Athens the lower part of which is
exposed to view, and any neces-
sary, privy or garden-house so sit-
uated, shall be deemed a
nuisance, and its owner or occu-
pants shall be subjected to a fine
of five dollars for each and every
week it may so remain after hav-
ing received due notice from the
Mayor or Town Marshall.

1867 Athens laws forbade singing on
the street, selling on the Sabbath
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SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

The Athens Intermediate
School Choir recently per-
formed a Christmas Concert

for the residents at the Athens
Rehabilitation and Senior Care
Center, Partner in Education to
AIS. The halls were filled with car-
oling as they entered the building
with the finale being held in the
activity room where patients gath-
ered to hear and join in singing
the Christmas songs. This was a
joyous occasion for the students
as well as the residents. The resi-
dents were given hand made
Christmas cards that had been
crafted by the 5th and 6th grade
art students from AIS.  

The Choir is made up of approxi-
mately 36   6th grade boys and
girls.  Even though the Choir is in
its infancy at AIS, they have been
busy in appearances.  They per-

formed at a recent PTO meeting
and were asked to perform at the
Event Center the week of Ameri-
can Education week to represent
their school. The Choir has also
been invited to sing the National
Anthem at an Athens High School
basketball game on Dec. 16th.
There are also future engage-
ments planned for the Spring.

Mrs. Cynthia Anglin, music
teacher and Choir director at AIS,
has set goals for the Choir this
year as follows:  The goal of the
choral program is to develop in-
dependent choral musicianship,
to understand cultural diversity,
to establish a program committed
to choral excellence, and to instill
a love for singing.

The Choir has been an excellent
addition to the programs at
Athens Intermediate School.

Mrs. Anglin has developed this
program to be an asset that rep-
resents our school well, along

with developing the skills of our
talented students. 

Athens Intermediate School Choir
Spreading Christmas Cheer

Mrs. Cynthia Anglin's Athens Intermediate School Choir performing for residents at Athens Rehabilitation and Senior Care.

More of the choir performing for the residents.



Christmas time was a special
time of the year for children
and grown ups alike. I re-

member one special Christmas
from back in the late 40’s. All our
kinfolks who had been serving in

the armed forces
were finally home.
Christmas time
during WW2 was
not a festive time
because everyone
who had kinfolks
fighting could not

put it out of their minds.

Gifts were exchanged by mail, but
it wasn’t the same as having
everybody home safe.  

This year a big celebration was
planned to recognize the boys
who made it back home alive.
Dalton had found the perfect
cedar tree to be decorated. Pop-
corn had been strung and high-
lighted the beautiful tree. 

The smell of the fresh cut cedar
filled the air. Ornaments were
made out of what materials were
available. Spent shotgun shells,
painted sweet gum balls, and tin
foil made for some nice decora-
tions. Wild holly and mistletoe
were through out the house.  The
older boys always tried to get that
special girl under the mistletoe
for a little sugar.  

Grandma had been making cake,
candy, and pies for a week get-
ting ready for the big event. Hen
and dressing was the main
course and yes, fried country
ham. After the gifts were ex-
changed, it was time for Christ-
mas breakfast. This meal was a
treat in itself with country ham,
red-eyed gravy, grits, and all the
eggs you could eat. Due to the ra-
tion of food during the war, coffee
was in short supply. This year we
had plenty of the hot drink. To
complete the breakfast, cathead
biscuits full of butter and wild
honey filled the bill.  

The breakfast was so filling that
lunch wasn’t served until around
3 in the afternoon. Each meal
was blessed before anyone could
start eating. At the dinner table,
the older men would tell tales
from Christmas from the past. We
kids were all ears soaking in
everyone’s stories. Children were
served last and got what was left
over. Chicken feet was often the
only part of the fowl left to eat. 

Desserts were plentiful, and the
kids got their fill of the sweet
stuff. The men folks would retire
to the front porch where they
could smoke a country gentle-
man smoke. This little brown bag
would become very popular be-
fore the nighttime crept up on the
holler.  We kids never got to see
what was covered by the little
brown bag. After a while, the men
folks would be laughing and talk-
ing loud. 

Soon everybody was tired and
ready for a good night’s sleep be-
fore it was time to go back home.
About 5 kids would occupy each
bed. Quilts were spread on the
floor for the grown ups to bed
down on. 

Next morning it was time to load
up the cars and head home. You
could always count on having to
jump start a couple of the cars
because of dead batteries. The
cars were soon kicking up dust as

they drove away. 

Papa would always say, “ It was
good to see everybody, but it is
even better seeing them leave.”

Merry Christmas from
Uncle Bondee!

UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondeeby Uncle Bondee

Uncle Bondee

A Bondee Country Christmas
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LIMESTONE DRUG

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY ONLY $1

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE
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Be-Fit Personal Training and Nutrition
Ladies are you working out and hitting a plateau? Confused about
where to start in the gym? Can’t seem to get your diet right?
Let a professional Fitness coach help you accomplish your goal’s!

Stacey has over 20 years of experience in the
Fitness Business. She has worked with Pro
Athletes, Post Rehab Patients from the
Shepherd Center in Atlanta, Ga. and Weight
loss through Nutritional Counseling. Stacey
owned a Personal Training/Wellness Studio in
N. Atlanta and has moved to N. Alabama. She
is looking forward to bringing her knowledge
and experience to your area.

Stacey Turner • 256-771-3965
ISSA Certified Personal Training • ISSA Sports Nutrition • AFPA Post Rehabilitation
AFPA Lifestyle Fitness Coach • Nesta Speed and Agility
Certified Mag-puncture Therapist (Cupping with magnets)

www.befitworkoutstudio.com

TH
E
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R

from all of us at
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Hours: Tuesday - Friday  10:30-5:30

Menus Change Daily
Owners: Kelli Minyard & Jordan Anderson

407 N. Clinton St. • Athens, AL 35611

Bakery &
Meals To-Go

256.444.4142
Fax: 256.444.4143

When it comes to recogniz-
ing and responding to the
signs of a heart attack,

early action can make the differ-
ence between life and death. But
action even earlier to improve
lifestyle and eating habits can
make a big difference, too. 

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) reports
about 25 percent of all deaths
each year in the United States can
be attributed to heart disease,
making it the single largest killer of
both men and women. Taking a
preventive approach and making
healthy choices can help manage
your risk for a heart attack and
other forms of heart disease.

Help protect your heart with these
healthy lifestyle tips from the CDC: 

Manage medical conditions. Cer-
tain diseases and health condi-
tions are known to put you at
greater risk for developing heart
disease, including diabetes, high
blood pressure and high choles-
terol. Follow your doctor’s guid-
ance to gain control of any medical
issues early on.

Pay attention to what you eat. This
means not only eating plenty of
healthy foods, like fruits and veg-
etables, but also reducing or elim-

inating less healthy options. Foods
low in saturated fat and choles-
terol and high in fiber can help pre-
vent high blood cholesterol.

One good option to start your day
right is whole grain cereal. In fact,
according to a recent survey, nine
out of 10 doctors would recom-
mend Post Shredded Wheat as
part of a low sodium, healthy diet
to help maintain a healthy heart,
reduce the risk of heart disease
and support healthy blood pres-
sure levels.

Maintain a healthy weight. Ex-
ceeding your ideal weight range for

your height puts you at greater risk
for heart disease. Check with your
doctor to determine whether your
weight is in a healthy range. This
can generally be determined by
calculating your body mass index
(BMI). If you are in an overweight
or obese range, seek help from nu-
trition specialists to establish an
eating plan that works best for
you.

Get moving. Exercise not only
helps with managing your weight,
it can also help with other prob-
lems, like high cholesterol and
high blood pressure. While adults
should aim for at least 30 minutes

of moderate-intensity exercise, at
least five days a week, you should
consult your doctor before starting
any exercise plan.

Eliminate or reduce unhealthy
habits. Smoking raises your risk of
heart disease. If you are a
smoker, a physician can assist
you in finding a smoking cessa-
tion program for your needs, and
many insurance companies now
cover these treatments. Similarly,
excessive alcohol consumption
can raise your blood pressure,
which in turn escalates your
chances of heart disease.

Living Smart to Protect Your Heart
Photo courtesy of Getty Images
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MON, DEC 15 | DEC 22
Sauerkraut and Wieners

Cinnamon Bread Pudding
Scalloped Potatoes
Baked Mac/Cheese

Field Peas
Yams

Fried Okra
Creamy Slaw
Mixed Beans
Turnip Greens

TUES, DEC 16 | DEC 23
Corn Casserole

Mixed Vegetable Cass.
Twice Baked Potatoes
Creamy Mac/Cheese

Purple Hull Peas
Spinach

Fried Zucchini
Creamy Slaw

Squash and Onions
Honey Carrots
Peach Cobbler

WED, DEC 17 | DEC 24
CLOSING 3PM DEC. 24

CHRISTMAS EVE
Broccoli and Rice Cass.

Peach Cobbler
Mashed Potatoes

W/Gravy
Baked Mac/Cheese

Field Peas
Pinto Beans
Fried Squash
Creamy Slaw
Turnip Greens

Steamed Cabbage
Kernel Corn

THUR, DEC 18 | DEC 25
CLOSED DEC. 25

Squash Cass.
Cinnamon Bread Pudding

Au Gratin Potatoes
Creamy Mac/Cheese

Purple Hull Peas
Cream Corn

Fried Mushrooms
Creamy Slaw
Lima Beans

Spinach and Egg

FRI, DEC 19| DEC 26
OPEN ALL DAY
DECEMBER 26

Vegetable & Rice Casserole
Peach Cobbler

Creamy Scalloped
Potato Casserole

Baked Mac/Cheese
Field Peas

Brussels Sprouts
Fried Okra

Creamy Slaw
Rice Casserole
White Beans

DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

$6.49 + TAX

FOOD BAR HOURS

10:30AM TO 1:30PM

DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

$6.49 + TAX

FOOD BAR HOURS

10:30AM TO 1:30PM

DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL

$6.49 + TAX

FOOD BAR HOURS

10:30AM TO 1:30PM

HOBBS STREET

LOCATION ONLY

www.lawlersbarbecue.com
256-232-2677

1-877-874-4688 / 1-877-U PIGOUT

HOBBS STREET

LOCATION ONLY

www.lawlersbarbecue.com
256-232-2677

1-877-874-4688 / 1-877-U PIGOUT

HOBBS STREET

LOCATION ONLY

www.lawlersbarbecue.com
256-232-2677

1-877-874-4688 / 1-877-U PIGOUT

BRUNSWICK STEW IS BACK

The Athens State University
Community Band, under the
direction of Dan Havely, is

gearing up for their annual Christmas
Concert.  The concert will be held in the Carter

Gymnasium on Pryor Street on the northern
border of campus.

The concert is scheduled for Sunday, Decem-
ber 14th at 3:00 p.m.  The concert is free and
open to the public courtesy of the Livingston

Concert Lecture Series with no reservations
required.

A reception hosted by the
Athens State Alumni As-

sociation will be held
following the afternoon 

perfor mance in the gymna-
sium.  There will be surprise

visit from Santa at the
reception.   Parents are
encouraged to bring their
children and may take
their own photos.

Athens State Univer-
sity’s Center for
Lifelong Learning

will host a Christmas
concert by solo hand-
bell artist Danny Lyons
with guest ringers the
Bellissimo Handbell
Quartet.  The event is
scheduled for Sunday,
December 7 at 3:00
p.m. in McCandless Hall
on the Athens State cam-
pus.

Lyons rings an entire 3 octave
set of handbells, 37 bells in all.
He has toured across the United
States, as well as Europe and The Ba-
hamas playing solo handbell concerts and
teaching the art of handbells. 

This concert is free and open to the public through the Livingston Con-
cert Lecture Series and the Athens State Center for Lifelong Learning.
Seating is limited; please call 256-233-8262 for reservations.

ASU Christmas
concert coming

Sunday

Athens State Center for
Lifelong Learning hosting

Handbell Concert



by Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughty
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Madison (Main Store)

7449 Hwy 72, Ste D • Madison, AL 35758
(between Nance Rd. and Jeff Rd. across from Academy Sports)

inside The Mailbox Store

Hours: 11am-6pm • Weekdays 11am-2pm Saturday

Huntsville (Drop off location)

517 Jordan Lane • Huntsville, AL 35805
(inside Boost Mobile)

Hours: 11am-7pm Monday - Saturday

We offer same day service on most devices at our main location in Madison, and next day
service for drop off locations. iPhones can be repaired within an hour at Madison Store.

256-414-1199

Email: thesmartphonemedics@gmail.com • Website: www.thesmartphonemedics.com

We repair iPhones, Androids, Tablets, iPods, Kindles, and handheld game systems.

Types of Repairs include:

Cracked or damaged touch screens • Bad LCDs or displays

Water damage • Button Replacement • Software Problems

Charge port and battery replacement • Any other issues

Other services:

Jailbreaking • Unlocking • Rooting • Page Plus Service

Custom software and firmware • Sim Card Cutting

Faster

Cheaper

Better

We Repair iPhone Screens

10%off10%off10%off10%off10%off10%off

We hear a lot about reduc-
ing portion sizes to lose
weight or maintain a

healthy weight.  We know that
“upsizing” a combo at the fast
food drive thru is not a great idea,
but what is a healthy portion
size?  How do I know what is too
much?  This article will provide
some answers!  Whether your
goal is to help your child maintain
a healthy weight or to lose some
unhealthy pounds this is informa-
tion we all need to know in order
to be successful!

When we hear 3 oz. of lean meat,
what does that look like?  How do
I know, without dragging out the
scale, how much that is?  The list
I am about to give makes this
easy!  It gives visual cues to help
us quickly determine what a
healthy portion is!  This informa-
tion comes from the American
Council on Exercise.

Here are some examples….
• 1 oz. Cheese – is about the
size of your thumb or 4 dice

• 1 piece of fruit – about the
size of your fist

• 2 Tbsp. Peanut Butter - about
the size of a ping pong ball

• 1 cup of pasta or cereal –

about the size of a tennis ball

• ½ cup of rice –
cupcake wrapper

• 1 cup of ice cream –
size of a baseball

• Small potato – size of a
computer mouse

• 3 oz. of meat – about the size
of a deck of cards or the palm
of your hand

• 1 slice of bread – CD case

• 1 tsp. oil – fingertip

• 1Tbsp. oil – thump-tip

I hope this is helpful to you in
your quest for healthy living for
your family!  More information, in-
cluding interactive displays, is
available at www.mypyramid.gov.
They have several tools to help
you determine individual needs
and daily recommendations.
Check out the “SuperTracker”; it’s
an online tool to help you track

what you or your child is currently
eating and drinking, provides a
personalized plan for what you or
your child should eat and drink
and guides you to better choices.
And, it’s free!!

If you are interested in a program
that teaches kids nutrition educa-
tion and fitness, check out the
Savvy Kids Fitness program at
the Athens-Limestone Hospital
Wellness Center or visit our web-
site:  www.savvykidsfitness.com!

What is a healthy portion size for your kids?
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Iwill begin by saying, congratula-
tions on getting your new friend
if you are getting a horse for

Christmas or you have already
gotten one. Horses can be a
blessing and a great joy in our
lives. Now is the time to begin to
understand them. Don’t do some-
thing or get in a situation that may
cause you to have a fear develop.

You just got your horse, now is
the time to begin
the learning
process and jour-
ney. Learn all you
can and it will
never be enough.
But you will begin
to understand.

There is no magic when learning.
It takes discipline, perseverance,
effort and desire.  

You are now the owner of a real
live, breathing, eating animal that

cannot take care of itself. It is
YOUR awesome responsibility,
EVERYDAY. There will be no ex-
cuses that will be great enough
for your horse not to be cared for
and no off days.

I ask you to do everything you can
to care for your new friend. Make
sure it has plenty of feed, clean
fresh water (very important)
everyday. A horse can drink up to
15 gallons of water per day. They
can eat up to 28 pounds of
grasses and hay per day.

Don’t think it is just an animal,
think of it as your partner. Owning
a horse can be a great and won-
derful journey for you.

Here are a few things I will recom-
mend for you to do. Go ahead
and register with an equine vet-
erinarian, so they will be familiar
with you and your horse and have
records for you.

Ask around for re-
ferrals for a good
Farrier and get

established with
them as well.

Also, something
you may or may
not have heard of
or seen before is
an equine Chiro-
practor. Yes, I said
equine Chiropractor.
Horses sometimes need adjust-
ing too.

To maintain a healthy horse, do
some reading and studying to
gain some knowledge of the care
of a horse.

Everything I have mentioned pre-
viously has to do with the physical
part of the horse.

Here’s something more that is
very important for you to know.
You need to understand how the
horse thinks. To understand why
he acts the way he does, you
have to understand the secrets of
the horse’s mind. 

Horses have personalities like
people have personalities, except
in horses we call them horse-
analities.  It is good for us to
know how to interact with each
horse-anality. All horses are NOT
the same and shouldn’t be han-
dled the same.

Horses fit in 2 categories; Right

Brained behavior (the fear side)
and Left Brained behavior (the
thinking side). Knowing how to
interact with your horses’ par-
ticular horse-anality is very im-
portant. But first you need to
know which one your horse is.

With all things I have men-
tioned, the most important is

safety for you and your horse.
Know how to be safer around
your horse. Don’t put yourself in a
position to get hurt. Don’t as-
sume anything with your horse.
Your horse is not to be handled
like a dog. It’s not a pet. It is a
prey animal that can hurt us very
quickly simply by just playing or
being afraid. They use dominance
games we think are sometimes
cute, but they really aren’t and
shouldn’t be allowed. When we
get hurt around horses, it’s not
the horses fault. WE didn’t pre-
pare the horse properly.

Yours and your horse’s safety is
very important. I would suggest
you get in a classroom setting
(where it is offered) to begin your
learning before you go and do to
learn what to do or what not to do.

If you would like more information
please contact me, Jim@Jim-
Swanner.com. I have a 16 week
program called ‘Head to Hoof
Psychology. It begins with ‘this is
a horse’ proper ground play with
your horse to riding dynamics.

HORSE SENSEHORSE SENSEHORSE SENSE by Jim Swannerby Jim Swannerby Jim Swanner
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Jim Swanner

The Christmas Horse

Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise

• Cemetery Flowers • Painted Furniture
• Vintage Furniture • Modern Furniture • Guitars

• Jewelry • Glassware, etc

Open 7 days
Monday-Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5

NEED CASH??
WE BUY NICE FURNITURE & COLLECTABLES

256-232-9100
703 Hwy. 31 • Athens, Alabama 35611

(1 block North of Wal-Mart next to Bargain Center)

did you get the propane service you deserved
through these last winter days?

If not, call LOCAL PEOPLES GAS at 256-230-3600

or FERGUSON L.P. GAS at 256-423-3320.

Offering great service and fair prices,
with professional personnel!

If you are a pre-pay customer of theirs, you can
count on them to honor your pre-buy price no

matter how high the price of gas goes and they
are the only company that kept pumping to their

customers during the recent shortage.

we are available to our customers 24/7 - 365 days a year
LOCAL PEOPLES GAS

19650 CROSS KEY RD.
ATHENS, AL 35614

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD
ARDMORE, AL 35739

256-423-3320
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14535 US Hwy 72 • Athens • 256-232-6695
HOURS: 9am-5pm Mon-Sat. • CLOSED SUNDAY

We’re only a short five miles out 72 West and county taxes are only 6%! Check us out at facebook.com/jandgvariety 

Come check us out! We have something for everyone!
Come see the tool side, we now carry everything for welding, including the gases! 

Merry Christmas!
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StricklandStrickland
Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

25
YEARS

EXP
25

YEARS

EXP

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444

Yesterdays is now accepting
reservations for our Yester-
days Rockin’ New Years Eve

Party on Dec. 31.

The evening starts with comfort
foods (included in ticket price) in-
cluding pizza, hot dogs, chicken
tenders,barbecue sandwiches,
baked beans, potato salad, chips,
drinks, and dessert, then the vari-
ety show concert featuring individ-
ual performers including Conway

Twitty tribute artist Brad Caswell
and female vocalist Lacey Snider.
The finale of the concert segment
features the region’s top show-
band, “The Flashbacks” for your lis-
tening pleasure.

At the end of the concert segment
there will be an intermission, the
dance floor will be made available,
and “The Flashbacks” will again
take the stage for the year’s best
rockin dance party to bring in the

New Year. There will be party hats
and favors, a balloon drop and a
non-alcoholic champagne toast at
midnight. Event tickets are $25
each and includes food and drinks. 

Show details include the following:

• Show admission is $25 each and
includes food and drinks, e-mail
Reservations are required. 

• Doors open 7 p.m., dinner 7-8
p.m., variety show concert show
time 8-10:45 p.m., intermission

10:45-11 p.m., rockin dance party
11-12:30 a.m.

•We can accommodate group
reservations, church groups, car
clubs, social clubs, etc. 

•You may reserve seating by email
at info@yesterdaysevents.com or
pay at the door, cash or personal
check. 

•We will confirm your reservation
by e-mail reply. You will receive best
available seating.

Yesterdays planning New Years Eve party



BUYING ◊ SELLING ◊ RENTING ◊ BUILDING … WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

218 South Madison Street • Athens, AL 35611
Phone (256) 233-3400

Toll Free 1-877-311-ARES (2737)
Fax: (256) 233-3422

www.alabamarealestatesolutions.com
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GINNA

CHITTAM

Assoc. Broker
(256) 777-3300

HEATHER

GREEN

Realtor
(256) 874-1147

GLYNDA

WALKER

Realtor
(256) 431-1474

DARLA

BUNKER

Realtor
(757) 817-6435

LINDA

TOONE

Realtor
(256) 777-1069

BARBARA

GRAHAM

Realtor
(256) 777-0412

KIM

SHINDORF

Realtor
(256) 431-7916

CLIFF

MANSELL

Broker
(256) 777-5170

LEONEL

WHITE

Assoc. Broker
(256) 337-3165

CHRISTIE

BENNETT

Assoc. Broker
(256) 771-3744

BRENDA

WILSON

Assoc. Broker
(256) 508-6495

labamaA
R E

S
eal state

olutions LLC

6388 Turtle Bay Way

Athens • $269,900

MLS#1004310

5932 Bay Hill Drive

Athens • $221,900

MLS#473012

5849 Bay Hill Village

Athens • $275,000

MLS#1002043

15758 Sorghum Ridge Drive
Elkmont • $146,500

MLS#1007871

15868 Lapington Road

Athens • $138,000

MLS#1007824

25725 Fairmont Drive

Athens • $132,000

MLS#1001705

22286 Monterey Drive

Athens - $189,900

MLS#1007889

5718 Bay Pointe Drive

Athens • $319,000

MLS#934673

22707 PIney Chapel Road

Athens • $89,900

MLS#592826

305 SW Woodridge Drive

Decatur • $78,500

MLS#1004407

21747 David Drive

W. Limestone • $119,900

MLS#587886

14225 Dogwood Rd.

Athens • $146,900

MLS#340133

5452 Bay Village Drive

Athens • $295,000

MLS#347771

18821 Bream Bluff Road

Athens • $99,900

MLS#794829

14536 East Limestone Rd.

Athens • $175,000

MLS#1001022

17076 Ferry Road

Athens • $93,500

MLS#660972

12100 Two Rivers Dr., Athens

727W Market Street

Athens • $219,900

MLS#841116

5882 Bay Hill Drive

Athens • $540,000

MLS#654750

NEED ADDRESS

Ardmore • $279,000

MLS#976082

5595 Bay Village Drive

Athens • $194,900

MLS#1003154

13663 Shaw Road

Athens - $161,000

MLS#1006585

#B1/4 - $150,000

#B2/1 - $159,000, 3BR/3BA

#PH-D - $234,900, 2BR/2BA

#1-2 - $295,000, 3BR/3BA

MLS#457073 & 300388,

541306 & 1000919

5835 Bay Village Drive

#B1/4 - $150,000

#102 - $107,500, 2BR/2BA

#205 - $125,000, 2BR/2BA

$3006 - $129,000, 3BR/2BA

#103 - $129,900, 2BR/2BA

#2006 - $145,000,3BR/2BA

#304 - $89,900, 2BR/2BA

MLS#309976, 307514 & 992117

5799 Bay Village Drive

#2003 - $75,000, 2BR/2BA

#2005 - $89,900, 2BR/2BA

#304 - $89,900, 2BR/2BA

#3006 - $129,900, 3BR/2BA

#2006 - $145,900, 3BR/2BA

MLS#723877, 976159, 996251,

321393 & 304663

1704 Plantation Way

Athens • $289,900

MLS#339919

802 Jackson Dr.

Athens • $135,000

MLS#740456

0 Davenport Drive

Athens • $35,000

MLS#1004429

16130 W. Glenn Valley

Athens • $139,900

MLS#1004633

48 Sandra Lane

Athens • $109,900

MLS#798444

6122 Bay Village Drive

#203 Athens • $219,900

MLS#953250

5913 Bay Village Drive

Athens • $139,900

MLS#1005247

2203 Tanner Drive SW

Hartselle • $169,900

MLS#1007830

11374 Friend Road

Athens • $129,900

MLS#1007718

18344 Foxford Lane

Athens • $137,700

MLS#1006787

5590 Bay Village Dr. #106, #107, #302, #B2 • Athens

$239,000, $249,900, $334,900, $259,000

MLS#582851, 724072, 554603, 526053
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Davis Street, Athens

$29,900 • MLS#453244

15388 Quinn Road., Athens

$365,000 • MLS#840145

20 County Road 70

$16,000 • MLS#908717

15 Bay Village Drive, Athens

$49,000 • MLS#796657

Huntsville Brownsferry Road, Tanner

$55,000 • MLS#654681

25 Bayshore Drive, Athens

$69,000 • MLS#658277

Mary Davis Hollow Road, Athens

$14,800 • MLS679178

Artic Lane, Athens

$15,000 • MLS#715274
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Best Western
Fairfield Inn & Suites

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
We’re what you LOVE about the SOUTH!

Fairfield Inn & Suites
21282 Athens Limestone Lane Athens, AL 35613

Contact Tyler Herrera – 256.233.4530 
• Free Hot Breakfast • Free High Speed Fiber Internet
• Fridge/Micro in all guestrooms
• Fitness Room and Indoor Heated Pool
• Guest Laundry • Board Room

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
16074 Athens Limestone Blvd. Athens, AL 35613

Contact Christa Cole – 256.232.7931
• Free Hot Breakfast • Free High Speed Fiber Internet
• Fridge/Micro in all guestrooms
• Fitness Room & Indoor heated pool & hot tub
• Guest Laundry • Meeting Room

Best Western
1329 Hwy 72 E Athens, AL 35611

Contact Lynn Horn – 256.233.4030
• Free Breakfast • Free WI-FI
• Fridge/Micro in all guestrooms
• Fitness Room • Outdoor Pool

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
8956 Madison Blvd. • Madison, AL 35758
Contact – Pamela Graves – 256.258.3000

• Free Breakfast • Free WIFI
* Fridge/Micro in all guestrooms • Guest Laundry
• Indoor Heated Pool & Hot tub • Fitness Center
• Banquet Space • Board Room • Airport Shuttle

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
180 Etta Gray Street, Florence AL 35630
Contact – Glenda Gilliam – 256.246.2200

• Free Breakfast • Free WIFI
• Fridge/Micro in all guestrooms
• Indoor Heated Pool & Hot tub
• Fitness Center • Guest Laundry • Banquet Space

• Corporate Groups •
• Funerals •

• Government •
• Groups •

• High Schools •
• Holidays •

• Sports Groups •
• Weddings •

Omega Hotel Group Hotels embody the absolute apex of genuine hospitality—where unsurpassed
service meets modern accommodations for today's travelers. Our sole mission is to provide our guests with
accommodations they expect, features and amenities they need and service they deserve.
Our Athens hotels are conveniently located at I-65 and Hwy 72, and are within walking distance
to many restaurants. Our Madison Holiday Inn Express is located near Huntsville International Airport
and offers free airport shuttle. Both Florence and Madison Holiday Inn Express hotels are also
located within walking distance to several restaurants. Our hotels offer spacious accommodations with some
one bedroom suites accommodating up to six people. Our hotel’s experienced Managers will set aside a room
block for any group type you may have. Call for special Corporate Rates.


