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Landing a giant
They fought the big cat until they were worn out

Ricky Adams with his 80-pound blue catfi sh. More pictures on page 3

By Sonny Turner
Staff Writer

Ricky Adams and his good 
friend Chip Black landed a 
giant catfi sh last weekend 

while fi shing the Tennessee River 
near the Browns Ferry Nuclear 
Power Plant in Limestone County.
“I hooked him and little did I know 
at the time I had the fi ght of my 
life to get him in the boat,” Adams 
said. “It took both of us close to 
an hour to fi nally land him.
The big blue catfi sh weighed more 
than 80 pounds. When Adams and 
Black got him aboard, they were 
amazed at the size of the catfi sh.
“It was a ton of fun but that fi sh 
whipped both of our butts,” said 
Black. Adams said it was his 
personal “best blue” weighing in 
at 80-plus pounds.
Fishing for big catfi sh runs in the 
Adams family.
The late Mike Adams, Ricky’s father, 
caught a 98-pounder in 2006 close 
to the same location that Ricky 
snagged his 80-pounder. In addition, 
11-year-old Bentley Brown, Ricky’s 
grandson, hooked and landed a 
50-pounder the weekend before the 
recent big catch.
“We were totally given out when we 
fi nally got him in the boat,” Adams 
said. “I knew we had a big one by 
the fi ght he was putting up.”
The water where “big blue” was 
hooked that day was rough with 
big waves on the Tennessee from 
a steady stiff wind. That made 
fi shing that day very diffi cult.



Saggy pants saga continues

We’ve all seen these young 
guys from time to time 
running around with 

their pants just barely hanging on. 
And, if you are like me, have often 
wondered what keeps them from 
falling down right there in the wide 
open.
Well, apparently some folks in 
Montgomery have wondered that 
too, and introduced a bill that 
passed the Alabama House of Rep-
resentatives to do away with “sag-
gy pants.” That was a few years 
back and to my knowledge never 
did get the bill passed through the 
Alabama Senate although some 
counties in the state did pass laws 
dealing with saggy pants.
Now some state offi cials are wor-
ried that they are wearing those 
sagging pants with no underwear.
Called the “saggy pants” bill, the 
measure failed to pass the Ala-
bama Senate but did pass the 
House by a 59-0 vote.
If acted into law, the bill would 
have forced those arrested and 
convicted of wearing their pants 

below their waists, to pay a fi ne 
up to $100 for juveniles and up to 
$150 for adults. The bill applied to 
pants worn in public places.
In Alabama, cities or counties have 
passed or proposed their own 
sagging pants bans. They include 
Dadeville, Greenville, Mobile, Mont-
gomery, Selma, and Talladega.
The City Council in Collinsville, Ill. 
passed an ordinance last week 
that will require those caught with 
their pants lower than three inch-
es below their waist to pay $100 
and receive three hours of com-
munity service, and that’s just for 
the fi rst offense. Collinsville Mayor 
John Miller issued an apology for 
the anti-sagging law, calling it a 
step backward for the community.
“I don’t think anyone has a right to 
tell anyone how to wear a certain 
pair of pants,” said Miller to the 
Riverfront Times. “This country 
was founded on liberties given to 
people to be different. If we inhib-
it that right to be different, we’re 
obstructing that nature that this 
country was founded on.”

City offi cials in Dadeville, Ala., 
will soon vote on an ordinance 
that could ban saggy pants, short 
shorts and miniskirts. Councilman 
Frank Goodman proposed the ban 
on sagging pants last month, ac-
cording to the Alabama Media 
Group. Fellow Council member 
Stephanie Kelley proposed adding 
attire for women to the ordinance, 
so that men wouldn’t be “singled 
out” in a recent council meeting, 
according to the Alexander City 
Outlook.
“My concern is it should be for 
everybody,” Kelley said during a 
council meeting last week. “I think 
for the girls, with these shorts up 
so high looking like under gar-
ments and dresses so short, I 
don’t want us to be showing fa-
voritism.” In an interview with The 
Daily Beast, Goodman said he has 
pushed for a law banning saggy 
pants since 2008. The introduc-
tion of the ordinance was to en-
courage a sense of self-respect in 
the individuals who “slack” their 
pants, Goodman said.

“I think it gives our younger gen-
eration the wrong impression of 
what is cool,” Goodman told The
Daily Beast. “I prayed and asked 
God to show me what I should do, 
and the way I should go about it.
What would God do? Did God go
around doing this?”
The issue of de-legalizing garments 
is not a new one. Several other cit-
ies across the country have consid-
ered or implemented such laws.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. celebrated
By Debra Johnson

Staff Writer

Martin Luther King Jr. is 
remembered as  one of the 
most prominent leaders 

in the civil rights movement.
He was born January 15, 1929 in 
Atlanta, GA. Martin Luther King 
Day is a federal holiday observed 
on the third Monday in January. 
President Ronald Reagan signed 
legislation designating Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day a federal 
holiday. Only three people have a 
national holiday observed in their 
honor: Christopher Columbus, 
George Washington, and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Many Americans now honor Dr. 
King’s legacy by participating in a 
community service event in their 
own town.  Athens hosts an annual 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

Essay & Art Contest. Students 
from Athens City Schools and 
Limestone County schools can 

participate in the essay and art 
contests.

The essay groups are for grades 
2-3, 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12. Art 
divisions are for grades 2-5 
and 6-12.  The winners in each
category will read their essay 
during the MLK program. All art
will be displayed at the Mayor’s 
Offi ce and then moved to the
Veterans Museum for display. Art 
winners will discuss their art work 
during the program at the Veterans 
Museum. The fi rst, second, and
third place winners for both essay
and art will receive a cash awards.  
There will also be an Athens-
Limestone Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Holiday Unity March  Monday, 
January 16, 2023 from 9:00 
AM - 9:30 AM. Meet on the west 
side of the Courthouse in Athens
for  a wreath laying at 9 and then 
march from The Square to the 
Alabama Veterans Museum for
the program.

President Ronald Reagan signs legislation to create a federal 
holiday honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Rose Garden of 
the White House on November 2, 1983. (by National Archives)

Limestone County fi shing at its best

11-year-old Bentley Brown caught his 
50-pounder the week before his
granddaddy landed his big blue

Chip Black was fi shing with Ricky Adams 
and caught a 12-pound saltwater striper

The late Mike Adams caught a big 
blue catfi sh in 2006 near the same 

location where his son, Ricky, 
landed his 80 pounder.
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Remembering Athens in 2022

Cotton Picking Time

Recreational spring ball. Scarecrow contest at Isom’s Orchard.

Mayor Ronnie Marks at Car Show on Square

Donald Davis at
Storytelling Festival.

Planting the garden. Robbie McDowell
with big buck.

Old Time Fiddlers
Convention.



January 13, 2023                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                                   Page 5

An ace for Moore

Steve Moore, of Athens hit a hole-in-one at Southern 
Gayles Golf Club last week. Moore used an 8-iron 
to ace the 135-yard par 3 hole. It was Moore’s fi rst 
hole-in-one.

The Athens Alabama Pickleball 
Association (AAPA) collected 
toys at their inaugural 

Christmas Party for the Limestone 
County Department of Human 
Resources.

“I have said it many times that we 
have some of the best and kindest 
people in AAPA,” said Crystal New-
som who led this effort.
Newsom said around 100 toys 
were collected during the party.

AAPA toy collection



Page 6                                                                            THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                         January 13, 2023

Athens Main Street
Chocoate Walk 2023

Athens Rotary welcomes
two new Rotarians

Do you love all things 
chocolate? Do you love great 
places to shop and dine?

If so, you will not want to miss 
Athens Main Street’s popular 
Chocolate Walk.  The Chocolate 
Walk will take place on February 
4, 2023, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
The self-guided event will start at 
the Athens Main Street offi ce (107 
N Jefferson St), where walkers will 
pick up their pre-paid ticket(s), a 
map to participating businesses, 
and their bag to collect their 
chocolate goodies. 
Visit all the businesses and be 
entered to win $25 “Love Bucks” 
that can be redeemed at any 
of the downtown businesses. 

Participating businesses will also 
have special sweet deals on the 
day of the event. 
Only 300 tickets will be sold for 
this popular event. Tickets will go 
on sale Wednesday, January 18, 
2023, at Noon.  They can ONLY 
be purchased online through 
Eventbrite.  Tickets are $8 (plus 
processing fee)—limit 5 tickets per 
purchase.
Last year, tickets sold out within 
48 hours of release.  Get yours 
early! Even without a ticket, 
patrons can partake in the sweet 
deals from the merchants and 
restaurants that will be posted on 
the Athens Main Street’s social 
media accounts.

Athens Rotary introduced two 
new members on January 6.
Rotarian Jim Moffatt 

proposed Traci Clem Collins for 
membership. Collins is President 
of Athens-Limestone Hospital.
Rotarian Jimmy Woodruff proposed 
Jordan Adams for membership. 
Adams is a Federal Account 
Director at Gartner.
“I welcome these two professionals to 
our club as we continue to grow our 
club in 2023,” Athens Rotary Club 
President Mason Matthews said.

Glow lights on the Limestone County Courthouse lawn.

Left to Right: Rotarian Jim Moffatt, Traci Collins, Jordan Adams, Rotarian Jimmy Woodruff
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Ardmore High School wel-
comed local business and 
industry leaders, as well as 

college representatives, to their 
campus on January 6, 2023, as 
part of a College and Career Expo.
This event provided students 
in grades 9-12 an early look at 
what opportunities are available 
following high school graduation.

Ardmore College and Career Expo

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

Overview of the College and Career Expo

Students visit Morell Engineering Director of Marketing and 
Community Relations’ Michelle Williamson to learn about
career opportunities in civil engineering.

A student talks with Martin and Cobey Construction Inc.
Project Manager Brian Nelson about career opportunities in 
construction.
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

A Hunting Family

Amber McDowell with a
bobcat she harvested.

RJ with a buck he killed while hunting with his family.

The McDowell family celebrating a giant buck
taken a few weeks ago by Robbie.

Outdoor sportsmen enjoy 
getting out in nature, 
hunting and fi shing. North 

Alabama and Southern TN is 
blessed with forests, rivers, and 
streams. The woods are populated 
with deer, squirrels, and many 
other game animals. The streams 
are stocked with bass, catfi sh, 
and pan fi sh. Wheeler Lake is 
viewed as one of the best lakes 
in the country for giant catfi sh. 
Outdoor enthusiasts can fi sh year-
round with the mild winters we 
have experienced over the past 
few years. There have been some 
big trophy bucks
harvested this year by local 
hunters. Hunters are allowing 
the young bucks the opportunity 
to live longer lives and grow into 
trophy wall-hanging animals. 
Hunters enjoy passing down 
hunting skills to their sons and 
daughters. The McDowell family 
of Athens enjoy going on hunting 
trips together. Robbie McDowell, 
wife-Amber, and son-RJ spend 
several hours in the woods during 
deer season. When the whole 
family enjoys spending time 
on a common hobby, it is real 

rewarding. Now-a-days folks are so 
busy with obligation of work and 
school sports, it’s hard to get time 
to hunt and fi sh. The McDowells 
have had several of their animals 
mounted and on display in their 
home.   
Amber has been hoping for a 
chance to harvest a bobcat while 
deer hunting. This hunting season 
she got the chance and took the 
shot bringing down the predator. 
These cats have increased in 
population over the past years. 
The coyote also competes with 

the bobcats for food. The coyote 
will venture close to dwellings and 
snatch a pet dog or cat. I had a 
pack attack my lab, but she was 
able to escape without getting any 
serious injuries. 
Robbie McDowell is the owner and 
operator of Candlelight Antiques 
and TR Electric. Managing these 
businesses make it diffi cult to 
have the time to hunt as much 
as he would like to. Robbie and 
his volunteers schedule the 
Homebuilders Bass Tournament 

each spring.  This was one of the 
best open tournaments held each 
year. 
If we can pass down the love of 
hunting and fi shing to our children 
and grandkids, they can keep the 
sport alive. The state needs more 
public hunting areas and shooting 
ranges available to the public. 
The McDowells are doing their 
part to instill the love of hunting 
in their son RJ and developing 
the next generation of outdoors 
sportsman.



Christmas Parade 2022 winners
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The 2022 Athens-Limestone 
County Christmas Parade, 
presented by Bryant Bank, 

was a huge success.

Thousands of parade watchers 
lined the parade route to enjoy 
the fl oats and bands. Here are the 
award-winning entries.

Grand Prize – Employees of the Limestone County Reve-
nue Commission – Left to Right: Athens-Limestone County 
Chamber of Commerce Program and Events Manager Brooke 
Pettus, Revenue Commissioner Brian Patterson, Revenue 
Commission Employee Jessie Pierce, Revenue Commission Em-
ployee Cameron Puckett, Revenue Commission Employee Kelly
Adams, Randy Moore with Grand Prize Sponsor Steelcase, Rev-
enue Commission Employee Judy Harvey, and Christmas Parade 
Coordinator Blake Williams.

1st Place – The Orthopedic Center (TOC) Athens – Left to
Right: TOC Athens Representative Leah Beth McNutt, TOC
Athens Representative Penny Boyett, Shannon Elliott with First 
Place Sponsor Alabama Real Estate Solutions, TOC Athens Rep-
resentative Shea Whitt, and Christmas Parade Coordinator Blake 
Williams

2nd Place – Limestone County Career Tech Center FFA –
Left to Right: LCCTC FFA Representative Jared Teston, LCCTC FFA
Representative Abby Ellison, LCCTC FFA Representative Jackson
Long, LCCTC FFA Advisor Lauren Graham, Michelle Williamson
with Second Place Sponsor Morell Engineering, and Christmas Pa-
rade Coordinator Blake Williams

3rd Place - Persell Lumber and Mill - Left to Right: Athens-Lime-
stone County Chamber of Commerce Program and Events Man-
ager Brooke Pettus, Jana Pressnell with Persell Lumber and Mill,
Regina Crawford with Third Place Sponsor Crawford’s Gifts, and
Christmas Parade Coordinator Blake Williams

Pictured at right: Best Vehicle – Athens-Limestone County Public 
Library (ALCPL) – Left to Right: ALCPL Representative April Wise, 
ALCPL Representative Amanda Coleman, Roger Elmore with Best 
Vehicle Sponsor RE/MAX Valley, Deborah Elmore with Best Vehi-
cle Sponsor RE/MAX Valley, ALCPL Librarian Jennifer Baxter, and 
Christmas Parade Coordinator Blake Williams.



By Phillip Jarmon
Staff Writer

Growing up, folks would of-
ten talk about a New Year’s 
Resolution.  From time to 

time, someone would ask me 
about my New Year’s Resolution.  
I do not hear it discussed as often 
as I did growing up, so I wanted 
to do a little research about data 
pointing to how many people ac-
tually keep their New Year’s Res-
olution.  According to the website 
discoveryhappyhabits.com, on 
average, 9-12 percent of people 
stick to their New Year’s Reso-
lution.  After 1 week, 75 percent 
of the people are still successful 
in keeping it. After 4 weeks, that 
number drops to 64 % with that 
percentage continuing to drop sig-
nifi cantly after six months. 
The website also talks about the 
possible different reasons that 
someone may not keep their res-
olution. Some of the reasons are: 
unrealistic goals, not keeping 
track of their progress, forgetting 
about their resolutions, or mak-
ing too many resolutions. The top 
three resolutions were: eating 
healthier, losing weight, and sav-
ing money.  I could have said the 
three “worldly” resolutions; how-
ever, Christians are called to be 
different. Romans 12:2 says, “Do 

not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renew-
al of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.”
The Gospel of Christ does not at-
tract the world by being like the 
world.  His followers are like a city 
set on a hill totally separate from 
the rest of the town. Back to the 
resolution, in order to live a life Je-
sus wants us to live, we must read 
the Bible and listen and do what it 
says. II Timothy 2:15 says, “Be dil-
igent to present yourself approved 
to God, a worker who doesn’t need 

to be ashamed, correctly teaching 
the word of truth. The Christian 
resolution each and every day in 
life is to be more like the Savior.  
Our citizenship is in Heaven. John 
18:36 says, “Jesus answered, 
My kingdom is not of the world. 
If my kingdom were of this world, 
My servants would fi ght, so that 
I should not be delivered to the 
Jews; but now My kingdom is not 
from here.” We are called to be 
separated from the world. If you 
want to live the best life with the 
most eternal blessings that life is 
following Christ. 
A Christian must be careful not to 

think, talk, dress, and entertain 
themselves much as the world
does. Paul writes to them and 
says that they must no longer live 
as the Gentiles (Ephesians 4:17). 
When Paul says, “I tell you this, 
and insist on it in the Lord,” he is 
saying the following instruction is 
God’s command and not his own.  
God called believers to be differ-
ent from the world throughout bib-
lical history.  When he called Israel 
to be his people out of all the na-
tions, he said you must obey my 
laws and be careful to follow my 
decrees. I am the Lord your God. 
To be set apart means to act and 
think differently. It means God 
chose you specifi cally for a pur-
pose to bring light and love into
the world but not be of the world. 
As a Christian, you are chosen to 
live a life that glorifi es God in all 
that you do and say. 
As you consider a possible reso-
lution, consider a resolution that 
you can work on everyday which 
is to study more of God’s word.  I 
cannot think of a more important 
resolution than to carefully study
His word in order to show thy-
self approved. If you want to live 
the best life with the most eter-
nal blessings that life is following
Christ.  May God continue to bless
you and your family in 2023!

Called to be different
CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon

phillip.jarmon@acs-k12.org
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Deb’s Delights

Ingredients
   4 cups chopped cooked chicken
   2 hard boiled eggs,
    fi nely chopped
   2 ribs celery, fi nely chopped
   1/4 medium sweet or
    white onion, fi nely chopped
    1/2 cup chopped pecans
    (best if toasted)
    2 tablespoons pickle relish
    (You can use dill or sweet.)
   2 teaspoons creole or
     spicy brown mustard
   1/2 to 3/4 cup mayonnaise
   Salt and pepper to taste

Instructions
Place the chicken, eggs, celery, 
onions, and pecans in a large 
bowl.    

In a medium bowl, make the 
dressing by whisking together the 
relish, mustard, and mayonnaise.    
Add the dressing to the chicken 
mixture and toss to coat. Add salt 
and pepper to taste. Cover and 
refrigerate to allow the fl avors to 
meld for at least an hour. Serve on 
crackers, sandwiches, etc.

by Debra Johnson

Pecan Chicken Salad
from Simply Southern Recipes



One of my fond memories of 
hunting goes back to the 
time Bob Whites or  Quails 

were plenty in the county. Three 
or more coveys could be found 
on most farms. Locating a good 
hunting place was as simple 
as asking the land owner for 
permission to hunt.
A good, responsible bird hunter 
would only harvest a few of them 
from each covey leaving several 
for reproducing the next year 
birds. Over killing the birds would 
upset the landowner, and a hunter 
would lose his hunting spot. The 
quail is a wild game bird that has 
become almost extinct on farms 
now days. 
Uncle Horace was known for 
having some great bird dogs. His 
favorite dog was a setter, but he 
also hunted with pointers. We 
could always count on a few hunts 
with Uncle Horace and his dogs 
each year. 
Horace and his bird dogs arrived 
early on a December morning, 
and after a good breakfast, we 
took to the fi elds bird hunting. 
Uncle Horace had a gun he called 
a Browning sweet 16. This gun 
had gold inlay and a 26 inch open 
choke barrel. He said this gave 
him a good shot pattern. The sun 
was coming over the trees, and 
the frost was glistening like snow 
on the ground. 
We had walked a few hundred 
yards when the Irish Setter went 
on point.  Uncle Horace said, 
“Get ready to shoot!” The fl utter 
of fl ushed quail  startled Dalton, 
and he couldn’t fi re his gun. Uncle 
Horace popped off a shot from his 
16 gauge gun and a quail hit the 
ground. Then another bird got up 
and boom-boom and Uncle Horace 
had another bird down. He yelled 
to the setter, “Dead bird! “ and in 
a moment the dog had retrieved 
both birds. Humpy got off a shot 
from his single barrel 12 gauge, 
but missed the bird completely.

Uncle Horace laughed and said, “ 
You boys ain’t quick enough.  Ya’ll 
boys have been rabbit hunting too 
much, and they are not as fast as 
quails.”  I fl ushed a quail, and it 
fl ew straight away from me and 
I downed the bird. I was hunting 
with a 20 gauge double barrel 
shot gun. Then a second bird got 
up, and I dropped it with the left 
barrel. Horace said, “We got us a 
good shot right here.”
Some of the birds scattered and 
went into a thicket of small trees. 
Shooting through obstacles like 
trees was quite a challenge, but 
Uncle Horace continued to drop 
birds. This had been a fun day of 
hunting with family members. 
Uncle Horace said, “I have worked 
up a powerful hunger while 
hunting.”  We dressed out the 
sack full of quail and Grandma 
Minnie fried them up with some 
of her famous brown gravy.  Fried 
quail, tators, and cat head biscuits 
made for a good feed.
Dalton asked Uncle Horace to be 
on the lookout for some birddog 

puppies. Dalton had really liked
bird hunting and knew we needed 
a good dog to be successful.  
Uncle Horace said, “What you boys 
need is an old dog that has been
trained to point.”  He laughed out
loud and said,  “But, you can’t
rabbit hunt with a bird dog.”  He
knew we had been rabbit hunting
in the day time with the hounds
and coon hunting at night with the
same dogs.  I guess what Uncle 
Horace was trying to say was 
birddogs weren’t as diverse as red 
bone hounds. 
Uncle Horace loaded up his dogs 
and we said our good-byes, and he 
was on his a way back to Pulaski 
where he lived. This kind of a day
was etched in our memories for 
life.

Quail hunting with Uncle Horace
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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The Oldsmobile Toronado 
was groundbreaking in 
many ways, yet it was never 

as successful as the carmaker 
hoped.
A front-wheel driven Oldsmobile 
was seen by the General Motors 
executives as just the perfect 
ride that could share the class 
of personal luxury cars with the 
widely popular Riviera as well 
as the Thunderbird for the 1966 
model year. They were right, as 
the Oldsmobile Toronado was 
an instant hit, providing owners 
with great value for money during 
its era – and remaining highly 
desirable even till date.
Although it’s quite hard to improve 
on a perfectly built car, the 1967 
Oldsmobile Toronado, being the 
second year model of the brand, 
had some remarkable upgrades. 
These, as well as other innovative 
features and perfectly engineered 
components adopted from the 
fi rst model, make the 1967 
Oldsmobile Toronado a highly 
coveted personal luxury classic 
car. The 1967 Toronado’s design 
wasn’t intended for production – 
as it originated from David North’s 
(Oldsmobile stylist) 1962 private 
painting of a compact/personal 
car called the “Flame Red Car.” 
However, Oldsmobile got the 
permission to build its version of a 
personal car for the 1966 model 
year, hence, North’s design got 
the nod.
Notably, the development also 
coincided with the completion 
of John Beltz’s front-wheel drive, 
and it was also integrated into the 
design.
The Toronado was produced 
from 1966 to 1970 for the fi rst-
generation models of the brand. 
Being the maiden generation, it 
also represented the purest form 
of the Toronado marque, exuding 
great innovation and uniqueness 
characteristic of the widely 
adopted personal luxury car.
Before its release, Riviera and 

Thunderbird had dominated the 
personal car class. Therefore, 
the 1967 model of the iconic car 
is the second release of the fi rst 
generation Toronado cars.
The GM E platform was introduced 
in 1963 for the rear-wheel-drive 
Buick Riviera. Being a personal 
luxury car as well, the Oldsmobile 
Toronado adopted this platform 
for a major part of the car’s 
production history including the 
1967 model year.
However, the Oldsmobile Toronado 
was produced with a transaxle 
version of GM’s Turbo-Hydramatic 
transmission effectively reintro-
ducing front-wheel-drive auto-
mobile to the U.S. market. Notably, 
the front-wheel-drive Cadillac 
Eldorado also featured the E 
platform in 1967.
The engine remained unchanged 
for the 1967 model of the Toronado 
from what it was at launch. It 
featured a 7-liter overhead valve 
(OVH) V8 engine rated at 385 
horsepower with a torque of 480 
lb-ft at 3200 rpm. Notably, this 
engine is mated to a 3-speed 
automatic, Turbo-Hydramatic 425 
transmission.
The engine features an improved 
Quadrajet Carburetor for max-
imum economy. Also, the 1967 
model shares the same gear ratio 

of 3.21:1 as the 1966 model.
The 1967 Toronado had a fairly 
unaltered performance from what 
was on offer from the preceding 
model. Hence, the car could 

accelerate from rest to 60 mph in 
7.5 seconds and a quarter-mile in
16.4 seconds, at 93 mph.

1967 Oldsmobile Toronado

ANY TASK, ANY TIME!

plusplus
WE ARE 

YOUR PARTS 
& SERVICE 
EXPERTS!

WE’LL HELP WITH FINANCING!

L SERIES COMPACT TRACTOR

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 S.
TANNER, AL 35671

256-232-9115
WWW.HRAGRIPOWER.COM
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Photos from the Past

Hollon’s Hearse and Undertaking Business in Athens, AL early 20th Century. 
Later, it was sold to his son-in-law A. M. McConnell (grandfather of U. S. 
Senator Mitch McConnell).

The best sorghum molasses in Limestone Co., the Menefee Molasses Farm.

McCulley Mill built in mid 19th century 
L.C. McCulley bought it in 1906 & put it in operation. 

U. G. White Hardware, Athens in the1930s
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Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning Class 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Evening Class 3:00 p.m. 

on-line class Facebook Live  

Wednesday Night Class 

6:30 p.m. Classes for all ages

Come Worship With Us

 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-6:00PM

Our weekend hours have changed
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

SUNDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
256-232-3811

By Patrick Johnson
Guest Writer

“When the alarm went off at 
0430 this morning, I decided to 
skip the workout at “The Pitt”.
I just wanted to go back to sleep.  
After fi ve or so minutes, the guilt 
came and I dragged myself out of 
bed.  Little did I know, that a young 
man (9 years old) was about to 
overwhelmingly bless me.  “Freeze 
Man” (TIMEX’s son) put ALL of us 
old men through the ringer with 
one tough workout.  But it wasn’t 
until the end that his true impact 
was made.
He asked for prayer requests,  
and I asked for everyone to pray 
for a personal situation.  That 
young man’s prayer brought me 
to absolute tears!  It was only 30 
seconds, but it might as well had 
been Jesus himself speaking to 
me.  I was undone … and I still am.
Our F3 Group is THE greatest 
blessing I have experienced in 
many years.  I love every one of 
you (young and old).  You have 
encouraged and motivated me … 

you’ve given me a brotherhood of 
men that I desperately needed.
So, I’m going to wake up early 
tomorrow morning and go to The 
Valley.  I’m going to our F3 Bible 
Study on Wednesday.  I’m going 
to Raging Bull on Thursday.  I’m 
going back to Big Spring, and I may 
very well go to the other AOs. I’m 
going to Spooky’s house the next 
time he invites us.  I’m going to do 
Lane Train’s “75 Hard”.  I’m going 
to the retreat in April.  I gonna do 
burpees and murder bunnies and 

try not to have a heart attack!
The point is this … I’m not going to 
miss opportunities like this morning 
anymore.  I’m tired of sleeping 
(metaphorically speaking).  I “want” 
to be with my brothers.  I want to 
fellowship with like minded men.  
I want to get in shape.  But I 
especially don’t want to miss out 
on what God is doing through our 
group.  I’m in … all in.  I’m so far 
behind everyone else … but I’m 
exactly where I’m supposed to be.
I encourage those of you who feel 

lonely and discouraged to “come
and see”.  If you have dropped
back or dropped out of F3 then I
encourage you to come back.  We
need this!  We need each other.
Man, I’m excited for this year!  (I
might just do a burpee right now
for the fun of it!)” 

- Quixote
F3 Athens meets Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from
5:30-6:15AM at Athens Middle
School parking lot nearest Swan
Creek Park. F3 is free and open
to all men, and workouts are held
outdoors, rain or shine. Come out
and join us, and we’ll give you a
strange nickname too! 

Fitness … Fellowship … Faith



HORSE SENSE

Have you ever wanted to know 
more about horses? Have 
you ever wanted to become 

a true horseman? If so, allow me 
to describe what a horseman is 
and how they think.
First and foremost, a Horseman 
thinks like a horse. A Horseman 
learns to understand the horse 
and doesn’t blame the horse for 
acting like a horse. 
A true Horseman knows how to 
have a relationship with horses 
based on; Trust, Leadership, 
knowing the horse’s language and 
a genuine care and love for the 
horse. A Horseman has unlimited 
patience for the horse. Giving the 
horse time to think what he/she 
wants the horse to do or learn 
and the Horseman knows when to 
stop asking.
Becoming a Horseman may be 
one of the most challenging and 
also most rewarding ventures 
you will ever undertake. You will 
change as a person, you will 
develop yourself mentally, your 
emotions will change, and your 
physical body will also change. 
You will become someone your 
horse wants you to become.
Becoming a Horseman will take 
discipline, patience, perseverance 
and determination from. It will not 
be easy. (If it was easy, everybody 
who has a horse would be a 
Horseman.) There will be a lot of 
studying books, videos, classes 
and time just studying your horse. 
The studying of books, videos, 
attending classes and Skills 
Learning Events will help get you 
to a place you can begin learning 
from the horse.
People usually think only of 
training their horse- this leaves 
a huge gap between horse and 
human, a gap that is closed only 
by relationship. As God wants to 
have a relationship with each and 
every one of us, our horses want 

a relationship with us as well. So, 
as to know and learn how to have 
a relationship with God, we need 
to read and study the Word. As to 
learn to have a relationship with
our horse, we need to read and
study the people who know how. 
Knowledge is very important, 
also having understanding of how 
horses think and know how and 
where to begin.
Becoming a Horseman means
much more than becoming a 
good rider. There are good riders 
who aren’t good horsemen, there
are good horsemen who aren’t
good riders, but understanding
your horse is where you start, 
regardless of where you are.
So many people who have had 
horses for years feel they would 
be starting over to begin a system 
of learning about their horse.
This is far from the truth. I have
students who have trained horses 
for 30+ years and students who 
just got their fi rst horse. We all 
have to start in the beginning, but 
you aren’t starting over, you are 
adding to your knowledge library.
Beginning your development 
of becoming a Horseman is a
great, fascinating and sometimes 
painful process. You will see 
things that will amaze you. You will 
be aware of things you have never 
been aware of before. Sometimes 
these things are painful. But as
you go through the process you 
will be growing as a person as well 
as becoming a Horseman.
Become a Horseman and in the 
process you will become a better 
and stronger person.

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

256-874-6781

Becoming a Horseman
 by Jim Swanner

Page 16                                                                            THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                        January 13, 2023



January 13, 2023                                                                            THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                        Page 17

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP



CALENDARCALENDAR
Jan 13 - 15, 2023 - The Festival of 
the Cranes - Decatur the free event 
begins Friday, January 13 and 
goes through Sunday, January 15. 
The festival offers many activities 
for experienced birders as well as 
for those who would like to learn 
more about these elegant cranes, 
including storytelling, photography 
workshops, music, live raptors, 
children’s activities and fi lms, in 
addition to thousands of Sandhill 
cranes and the endangered 
Whooping cranes, along with 
ducks, geese, bald eagles, and so 
much more.
Jan 14, 2023 - AMVETS MONTHLY 
BREAKFAST - FREE FOR VETERANS 
Every month on the 2nd Saturday 
at 7:00 am, go to the Alabama 
Amvets Post 21 at 22769 Black 
Road for a delicious breakfast 
open to the public. Only $6 and 
Veterans eat FREE.

Jan. 14, 2023 - Storytime for All 
Ages 10:00 am - 10:30 am Athens 
Limestone County Library
Jan. 16, 2023 - The 2023 Athens 
Limestone Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Holiday Celebration. The 
Program will start with a March at 
the Limestone County Courthouse 
at 9:00am on January 16. We will 
March to the Veterans Museum 
where at 9:30 we will hear essay 
winners read their essays and the 
art winners present their artwork. 
Refreshments will be served at 
the Veterans Museum. More 
details can be obtained by calling 
256-444-1300.
Jan 17, 2023 - January Chamber 
Coffee 10:00pm - 11:00pm    
Athens-Limestone County Chamber 
of Commerce hosted by Alabama 
Credit Union 100 New Bristol Lane 
Madison, AL 35756 Free to attend. 
Registration encouraged. 

Jan. 17, 2023 - Used Book Sale - 
Athens Limestone Public Library   
603 S Jefferson St, Athens, AL 
With hardbacks and DVDs for 
$1.00 and paperbacks for 50¢, 
you can live the good life for cheap! 
Our sales are run by the Friends of 
the Library every Tuesday
Jan 18, 2023 - WEDDING & 
EVENT VENUE RIBBON CUTTING 
- ARDMORE Whistle Hollow 
Wedding and Event Venue Ribbon 
cutting at Noon -   701 Lofton Hall 
Rd, Ardmore, TN 38449
Jan 19, 2023 -  Swamp John’s 
to support AMS and AHS Cheer. 
4:00pm-7:30pm AHS Cafeteria 
(North Entrance) You can dine in 
or pick up to go. $15.00 per plate. 
Credit/Debit accepted at the door. 
No Cash will be accepted.

Jan 26, 2023 - STEM Learning Lab 
Ribbon Cutting - ASU  2:00 pm  
Norththrop Grumman McCain 
Hall (Lower Level) Athens State
University
Jan 26, 2023 - Russell Moore
and IIIrd Tyme Out with special 
guest, the Becky Buller Band! 
7:00pm - 9:00pm Join us as the 
2023 Fiddlers Concert Series 
continues. Opening act Becky 
Buller is a multi-instrumentalist, 
singer, and songwriter from St. 
James, Minnesota. Russell Moore & 
IIIrd Tyme Out are one of bluegrass 
music’s most-awarded touring 
bands.
Feb 12, 2023 - Berea Baptist
Church will host Rooted in Grace
(local Pulaski TN gospel bluegrass
group) 6PM.  Free admission. 
Location - 16779 Lucas Ferry Rd, 
Athens, AL 35611.  Contact Gary 
Wilson 256-497-9763.
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Januar y
Februar y

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320

Happy New Year!
fr om  all of us at The Valley Star 
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The Athens-Limestone County 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Limestone County Eco-

nomic Development Association 
Annual Jingle & Mingle; Mingle 
was presented by Barge Design 
Solutions and Gold Sponsors in-
cluded Ming Commercial Real 
Estate Group, Trustmark Bank, 
Bryant Bank and Martin & Cobey 
Construction Company.

Jingle & Mingle

United Launch Alliance Southern States
Director Heather Wilson, Alabama Farm-
ers Federation Area 1 Organization Director
Barrett Gilbert, and LCEDA’s Communication 
and Research Specialist Blake Williams.

Limestone County District 4 Com-
missioner LaDon Townsend, wife
Lisa Townsend, and granddaugh-
ter Edith-Jai Townsend.

Limestone County District 2 Com-
missioner Danny Barksdale and 
Ed Clifford from Barge Design 
Solutions.

Limestone County District 3 Commissioner Derrick 
Gatlin along with his daughter Holliee Gatlin, and Ruby 
McCartney from Zellus HR.

Athens-Limestone County Chamber of
Commerce President Pammie Jimmar and
Redstone Federal Credit Union representa-
tives Stephanie Gerstman, Joe Newberry, and
Nancy Groce.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-431-7916

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Hubert Chittam
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-777-3330

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Diane “Curly” Hill
Realtor®

256-616-9086

Shannon Elliott
Realtor®

256-777-3311

Cathy Lamb
Realtor®

256-777+7502

Tyler Dorning
Realtor®

256-431-1789

Yesenia Armenta-Martinez
Realtor®

256-614-4587

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Andrew Ennis
Realtor®

256-777-8226

Roger McElyea
Realtor®

256-278-8798

Jenille Woodruff 
Realtor®

256-777+8881

Garrett Newton
Realtor®

256-431-4316

Gary Page
Realtor®

256-696-8990

Dylan Morse
Realtor®

256-559-4201

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

The Phillips Team
James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-656-2370
Paula Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor® 

256-777-4916
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

1000 Lindsay Lane S – Athens - $449,700
MLS#1819576 – Shannon Elliott, 256-777-3311

This spacious single-family home, on the east side of town, features numerous custom 
features that adds so much character to this traditional style property.3 large bedrooms, 
4 baths, 2 fi replaces, and amazing wood fl oors. The huge basement has a family area, a 
rec area, and a fl ex room that could be used for an offi  ce or 4th bedroom. The lot is large 
and has lovely mature landscaping.

307 East Green Street
Athens - $559,900

MLS#1825082
Ginna Chittam
256-777-3300

Beautiful home in the Beaty Historic 
District. 3 bed, 2 full baths, 2 half 
baths. Wood fl oors throughout with 
elaborate crown molding. Large island 
in kitchen with range/oven (down 
draft vent). Tons of cabinets and 
storage space. French doors to parlor. 
Living room has gas logs in fi replace. 
Sunroom has tile fl oors, two sets of French doors to patio, built ins with desk and half bath. 
10’ ceilings on the main level with 9’ ceilings upstairs. All bedrooms have walk in closets. 
Finished room on 3rd level is great for hobby/play room or home gym. Walk in attic. Jack 
N Jill bath between beds 2 and 3. New privacy fence. 12 x 12 gazebo.

21515 Holt Road – Elkmont - $279,800
MLS#1819311 – Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Great property for home business! 3 bed/1.5 bath with fresh paint thoughout. New 
carpet in bedrooms, double pane windows, metal roof 10 years old. 40 x 40 shop with 4 
roll up doors. 40 x 17 unfi nished square footage plumbed for bath and living or rec room 
(gas wall heater and window air unit) - accessed from carport. Over an acre lot. Lots of 
storage. Seller to pay purchaser’s closing costs with accepted contract.

15192 York Lane - Clements - $252,900
MLS#1817373- Garrett Newton, 256-431-4316

Brand new 3 bedroom and 2 Bath. Full Brick with isolated master. LVP throughout. 
Smooth ceilings, Custom Built Cabinets, Granite countertops, Island, Patio 12x12, 
Stainless Appliances.

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

New Listing!New Listing!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

19755 Easter Ferry Road- West Limestone - $469,900
MLS#1822332 – Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautifully remodeled home situated on 5 acres. Freshly painted throughout with new 
LVP fl ooring. Newly remodeled kitchen and baths with granite counter tops, tile back 
splash, new appliances and island. New shower and free standing tub and vanity in master 
bath. New light fi xtures throughout. Awesome deck and patio for entertaining with picnic 
area across the creek. Double detached garage plus detached storage building for lawn 
equipment, atv’s etc. 4th bedroom has French doors at entry. May be used as Bonus Room. 
Jack N Jill bath upstairs.

26462 Highway 72 – East Limestone - $249,000
MLS#1823831 – Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Well maintained home on Highway 72 East. This home can be residential or commercial. 
Currently it has a salon conducting business out of it. Plenty of parking space.

25521 Capshaw Road – East Limestone - $395,000
MLS#1822433 – Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782

Home with acreage! Check out this 4 bedroom 2 bathroom home in East Limestone with 
1.47 acres. Convenient to both Athens and Madison! This home has hardwood/tile in all 
common areas. Gas fi replace in main living room. Washer and dryer to convey. Open 
concept kitchen and dining room. Under cabinet lighting. Large sunroom with views of the 
backyard. Large side entry attached garage along with a 2 door detached garage. Above 
ground pool with large deck. Small storage building in backyard to convey.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

SOLD!SOLD!

22369 Kennemer Lane - Athens - $529,800
MLS#1818544 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautiful 4 bedroom home built in 2018 is ready for you! Chefs kitchen has GE Cafe Series 
stainless appliances. Large island, granite tops, walk in pantry and more. Laundry room 
doubles as safe room. Built in mud bench. Isolated master has large walk in, curbless 
tile shower and soaking tub. Custom cabinetry in kitchen and baths. Upstairs bedroom/
rec room with full bath and walk in closet. Covered patio w/CF & cable access plus privacy 
fenced back yard. Irrigation system. Tankless water heater. Community amenities include 
swimming pool, tennis courts, clubhouse with restaurant, playground and fi shing ponds.

218 Whitfi eld Drive - Athens - $559,800
MLS#1819060 - Shannon Elliott, 256-777+3311

Amazing home that has been completely redone in a much sought after neighborhood. There 
are 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths with master bedroom located downstairs which has 3 closets, a 
master bath with double vanity,soaker tub,shower,& linen closet A fl ex room that can be used 
as a study, man cave, or formal room. The den has beautiful fl oors with fi replace, sunroom, a 
huge kitchen with breakfast area, dining room, new and re-fi nished fl ooring, storage for days. 
There is a storm shelter, covered deck w/hot tub, inground pool, a play ground area surrounded 
by beautiful landscaping. There is a detached garage/workshop with upstairs storage.

6091 County Road 50 – Rogersville - $520,000
MLS#1821725 – The Phillips Team, 256-777-4916

2 barns; water spickets and ponds; 3 car garage; small storage shed; 1546 sq.ft. 3-bedroom 2 bath 
manufactured home (sold AS IS) that has electricity/ water. This farm is ready to go! Fenced, cross-fenced, 
open pasture and wooded. Don’t need a farm, but want hunting land? This property can fi t that bill, too! 
Lots of road frontage and the property goes deep! There is a hand dug covered well on property as well.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

23711 Barkley Way
Tanner - $169,900

MLS#1798845,
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1406 South Hine St.
Athens - $299,000

MLS#1797713,
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

302 Wickerberry Way - Athens
MLS#1816299 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Park Place is a welcoming neighborhood within walking distance to downtown Athens. 
Walk into a wide foyer that stretch’s all the wall to the back of the home. Great fl ow, very 
well planned out space. Butler/Bar area between dining and kitchen. Custom island with 
tile counter top, backsplash and breakfast area next to bay window. Master bedroom & 
bath with large walk in closet. Very nice patio off  Master with fenced area, very private. 
Bonus area upstairs with full bath, could be a bedroom with good closet space. Side entry 
garage with new system in ‘19. Security system and sprinkler system. Just a lovely cottage 
that is so warm and inviting. New roof 2022

26390 Highway 72 East – Athens - $1,700 mo.
MLS#1818091 – Kim Shindorf,256-431-7916

Can’t beat the price for a spot on Hwy 72, East. Detached Garage, fresh paint and new LVP 
Flooring. Close proximity to I-565, I-65 & Right on 72.

19789 Riverside Street – Clements - $412,500
MLS#1821178 – Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Updated River Cabin With 180’ Of Water Frontage on The Elk River! 3 Bedrooms 2 
Bathrooms with A Basement. Master Bathroom Completely Remodeled with Tile Floors 
and Shower. New LVP Flooring Throughout the House. Spacious Kitchen with Stainless 
Steel Appliances Flows into Your Living Room with A Beamed Cathedral Ceiling. Metal 
Roof! In The Afternoons Enjoy the Screened in Porch Or The Covered Gazebo Overlooking 
The Elk River With Mesmerizing Views! Appliances Purchased In 2021. Get It Today Before 
It Is Gone!!!

Comercial LeaseComercial Lease
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