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Zombie Paintball is back!

ombie Paintball, now in its
third year at Grace Hill Farms,
began last week and will run
through October until Saturday,
Nov. 6. It runs every Friday and
Saturday in West Limestone at
22611 Grace Hill Lane.
Tickets must be purchased in
advance online at gracehillfarmsal.
com. Tickets are $25 per person
(with 100 rounds of zombie-killing
serum) and $15 for the ride only.
Group rates are offered, and
according to Heather Green, who
is in charge of the annual event,
the price drops down to $20 for
groups of 12 or more.

Z

“If you want to guarantee that
you get a ticket, you go online to
our website to purchase them
because we have a set limit to
how many we can sell each night.
Gates open at 6:30 p.m.. Tickets
sales end at 9:30 or before if the
event sells out.
“It’s a ride through the woods on a
Zombie Assault vehicle where we
have “live” zombies on a two-mile
long track through the woods,”
Green said. “It takes about 30
minutes.” It’s fun for all ages and
the zombies do not shoot at the
people on the ride.
There are plenty of other fun

activities available in addition to
protecting us all from zombies.
Green said that movies are played,
along with a shooting gallery,
corn-hole as well as horseshoes.
Concessions are offered.
In addition to the hunt, there is
a shooting gallery where hunters
can practice their skills for $5
per 60 paintballs. The farm also
has a movie area set up that will
play Halloween-themed movies
starting around nightfall and there
will be concessions available for
anyone who works up an appetite.
Green advised everyone interested in
trying their hand at zombie paintball

to visit https://gracehillfarmsal.
com/zombie-paintball/ for more
information and to purchase tickets.
While some tickets will be available
for purchase at the gate, Green
said buying online is the best way to
reserve a spot because we do sell
out. Ticket bundles are available
also.
“It’s a lot of fun. We have a whole
lot of fun out here,” she said. “Just
us being there, telling our stories
into the night, to see the kids and
people coming up talking about it
(zombie paintball) afterwards is
what makes it worth it.”

THE SONNY SIDE
Happy Hollow is still picture perfect
by Sonny Turner

By Sonny Turner
Staff Writer

here are a few spots in
Limestone County that still
produce a beautiful, yet
interesting joy ride to say the least.
Let’s see, there’s Buzzard Roost
Road near the Leggtown community, Happy Hollow Road near
Elkmont, Smith Hollow near Lester, Spence Road near Pettusville,
Ragsdale Creek Road near Ardmore, Veto Road at Elkmont, and
the Pete White Bottom at Lester to
name a few.
These areas of the county are less
populated and make for some
great sightseeing, especially in the
fall when the trees start to change
colors. These areas also can get a
little “spooky” to some if they have
to travel them late at night.
My favorite is Happy Hollow because I grew up near it, and frequently traveled and hunted
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(squirrels) in Happy Hollow for
years. It was also the place where
my daddy was born and the family grew up. The old Turner home
place still stands today.
My dad and I took a ride to Happy
Hollow before he died in 2017 to
see if the old home he was born
in and raised as a child, was still
standing. Well, it was (barely) and
we were surprised.
The old home is on property in
the Happy Hollow just northwest
of Elkmont. Daddy, who turned
95 just before the visit, said he
remembered living there just like
it was yesterday. He told a lot of
interesting stories about those
times in Happy Hollow, but one in
particular got my attention. It was
about the night before Christmas
when it snowed.
“When we got up that morning
there was snow on the kitchen
table,” he remembered. “We had

a few apples and oranges to celebrate Christmas. But the most
amazing thing to us kids that
morning was the snow on the
kitchen table.”
The old home back then had a
few cracks in the roof and ceiling and snow came falling inside
that night. That was the way it was
back then. I can remember living
in homes where you could see
cracks in the walls, all the way to
the outside.
The Happy Hollow home was more
than 100 years old back then.
There’s another interesting road I
want to mention, too. It’s the road
from Bethel, Tenn. to Leggtown
Road. I’ve ridden that road by bicycle many times before. It hasn’t
changed all that much over the
years although there are a couple
of nice homes now built on it. This
part of the county is hard to beat.
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Happy Hollow,
just northwest of
Elkmont crossroads,
still beautiful after
all these years.
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Branum named Alabama
State Fiddle Champion

ustin
Branum
from
Murfreesboro, Tennessee was
named “Alabama State Fiddle
Champion” at the 54th annual
Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers
Convention held at Athens State
University on Saturday night.
Branum won the title by winning
the “fiddle off,” which pits the
top fiddlers from the junior,
intermediate, and senior divisions,
earning the Convention’s top
prize of $1,200. Tyler Andal from
Nashville, Tennessee finished
runner-up.
The 2021 Tennessee Valley Old
Time Fiddlers Convention was
presented by Aetos Systems,
Inc., with stage sponsorships by
Alabama Farmers Cooperative
(Founders Hall Main Stage), Pettus
Plumbing and Piping (Brown
Hall Stage), and Blake Williams
Communications
(Delmore
Brothers Stage). Other sponsors

J
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included
Redstone
Federal
Credit Union, Bank Independent,
Nanny’s Old Fashion Lemonade,
Pepsi, Listerhill Credit Union, The
Orthopaedic Center (TOC), and
Rocket RV.
The Convention contributes to
Athens State by funding student
scholarships
and
University
projects. This project was made
possible in part by a grant from the
Muscle Shoals National Heritage
Area.

Left to right: Dr. Keith Ferguson, Justin Branum, Rick Mould
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1954 Packard Pacific

he Packard Pacific is an
automobile manufactured
by the Packard Motor Car
Company of Detroit, Michigan
for the 1954 model year. It
replaced the Mayfair and was sold
exclusively as a two-door hardtop.

T

In the early 1950s, Packard
used a numeric naming scheme
that designated Packard’s least
expensive models as the Packard
200 and 200 Deluxe, while twodoor hardtops and convertibles
were designated Packard 250 and
its mid-range sedan the Packard
300. For model years 1951
through 1953, the 250 hardtop
was named the Mayfair; for model keep in competition with Cadillac,
year 1954 only, the hardtop was Buick, and Imperial from Chrysler,
whose hardtop sales were
given the model name Pacific.
booming. The Mayfair was named
The Mayfair, Packard’s first
after the exclusive Mayfair district
hardtop offering, was created for
of London. In renaming it as the
the 1951 model year in order to
Pacific, Packard associated the

model with its personal luxury car
offering, the Caribbean. Both the
Mayfair and Pacific shared the
same straight-eight engines (a
327-cubic inch for the Mayfair and
a 359-cubic inch for the Pacific
with top-of-the-line, or “senior”

Packards, but were mounted on
the 122-inch wheelbase of less
expensive, or “junior” models. The
Pacific came standard-equipped
with Packard’s Ultramatic automatic transmission.

KUBOTA’S RTVS
RTV X900

RTV X1100C

Kubota’s heavy-duty, high performance RTV
Series utility vehicles give you the power
and durability to tackle the toughest tasks
on any terrain. H&R Agri-Power has a great
selection of mid to full-size utility vehicles.

plus

RTV SIDEKICK

RTV 520

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH • TANNER, AL 35671
HRAGRIPOWER.COM
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WE ARE YOUR PARTS
& SERVICE EXPERTS!
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GOING ON NOW!
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1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

Strickland
Dirt Works, LLC
Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing
25
YEARS
EXP

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national

Rusty
Russell
Strickland
Rusty & R
ussell
ll St
S
tr ickl
kland

three digit call number.

(256) 771-3857

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
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Limestone County Christmas
Theme and Event Dates

ith more than 800
votes from the public,
the 2021 theme for
holiday events in Limestone
County has been selected.
The Christmas in Limestone
County committee is proud to
announce the theme will be
‘I’ll Be Home for Christmas”.
The
committee
wants
to
encourage everyone to save the
dates for these events throughout
the county on their calendars.
•35th Annual Christmas Open
House on November 19 to 21 in
downtown Athens
•Window Decorating Judging will
occur on November 19
•7th Annual North Pole Stroll
during the month of December at
Athens Big Spring Memorial Park
•Limestone County Commission
Tree Lighting on December 2
at 5 p.m. on the East Side of
Courthouse
•Athens-Limestone
County
Christmas Parade on December 2
at 6 p.m.
•Ardmore Tinsel Trail Tree Lighting
on December 3 at 5:30 p.m. at
the Ardmore Town Hall
•Santa Pictures and Snacks at
Ardmore Town Hall on December
4 from 10 a.m. to Noon
•11th Annual Sippin’ Cider on

W

December 11 from 4 p.m. to 8
p.m. in downtown Athens
•Ardmore Christmas Parade on
December 13 beginning at 6 p.m.
on Ardmore Avenue
“The Christmas in Limestone
County committee is excited to

announce our theme and event
dates for this year’s events,”
said Athens-Limestone County
Chamber of Commerce President
Pammie Jimmar. “We want to
encourage everyone to shop
local and shop early in Limestone

County this holiday season”
These events are subject to
change and there could also
be additions to this list as well.
Separate announcements will be
issued for each event closer to
time with more information.

We have made

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES
EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

YOU GET

Includes:
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365

19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614
256-230-3600
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FREE

FERGUSON L.P. GAS

27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739
256-423-3320
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

“Why Do Horses Learn
the WRONG THING”

NEVER blame the horse, it’s a
HORSE ….Know before you go…..

here is a saying, if you want to
know the value of a second,
ask the person that came in
second.

T

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

Timing!!!
Timing is very critical when it
comes to a lot of things especially
when teaching horses. If your
timing is off, your horse may
learn the wrong thing. If you keep
asking when you should have
stopped asking or you stop asking
when you should have kept going.
Timing…

www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’ Podcast
www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia/

You see, because horses learn
from the release of pressure,
the release must be timed with
what you’re asking your horse
to do. When it tries, you release
immediately. We must be ready
to release more than keep going.
Our thought process should be I
want to take the pressure off, not You know what that’s called! It’s
called getting your horse to give
keep it going.
For example, if you ask your horse you the correct answer.
to move its hindquarters over by
stepping its left hind leg in front
of its right hind leg (disengaging)
and it does it, ‘STOP ASKING’…
Immediately take off the pressure.
When he moves, just stand there
not facing the horse but facing
away from the horse, leave it
alone and let it process what just
happened. You see, continuing
to face the horse puts added
pressure on the horse. You want
to turn away and leave the horse
alone. Allow it to lick and chew.
This also teaches us patience for
the horse.
This process gets the horse
to thinking. The licking and
chewing. It helps to create a
thinking horse.
So, what is it thinking about?
In his own mind he’s thinking,
what the heck did I do to get them
to leave me alone?
October 15, 2021

And you don’t stop the pressure
until it gives you the correct answer
or tries in that direction. Because,
if it doesn’t give you the correct
answer and you release the
pressure, (you quit asking before
it does what you are asking) then,
my friend, you are teaching your
horse the WRONG answer. You are
teaching it the wrong thing.

Owner K-I-N Stables
Horse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one or groups
Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician

move its feet. Which feet are you
asking to move and how are you
asking?
See it in your mind first. See it how
you should ask and see how the
horse should respond.
Clarity of intention is VERY
important. Be sure you know you
are asking the horse correctly, to
do what you want it to do, and

Writer for:
The Valley Star;
The Star newspapers
Personal page:
www.facebook.com/jimswanner.9
Professional page:
www.faceboook.com/
JimSwanner
www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia
www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.kinstables

That is why horses often learn
the wrong thing, and we blame
the horse. The solution is in our
way of teaching. On another note,
we have to know what we are
teaching..
This is a basic principle in teaching
horses but very powerful.
We must have clarity of intention.
We must know what it is we are
asking the horse to do and the
correct manner in which to ask.
It is our responsibility to know
this. If you want the horse to move
its feet, then how do you want it to
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Wonders of Nature

6 does feed near my tree stand.
This group of does are made up
of mature and yearling deer. The
alpha doe goes into the caution
mode when she crosses the spot
where the bobcat crossed. Each
deer took a smell of the bobcat’s
travel route. A deer’s sense of
smell is one of its best lines of
defense. The does moved on and
activity soon slowed.

unters are blessed living
in the Southeast with its
liberal deer season. The
commitment to rolling out of a
warm bed at 4 a.m. and sitting
in a tree stand with temperatures
below freezing is challenging to
say the least. My favorite time to
hunt is in the morning . One of the
advantages of morning hunting
is usually no wind and more deer
movement.

H

I sneak through the woods as
quietly as possible reaching my
tree stand just before day break.
This morning there is a big frost
on the ground and no wind. The
temperature is around 25 degrees.
Sitting in the tree perch, I am
thinking this is a perfect morning.
The Eastern sky becomes colorful
as the sun brings first light to
this day. The view I experience
this morning is breathtaking.
As the rays of the sun illuminate
the frosty bottom below, I think
how fortunate a person is to
experience this beautiful sight.
Soon after daylight, there is the
sound of squirrels scampering
in the leaves in search of their
morning meal. The squirrels
search for acorns and hickory
nuts, which are abundant this
year. Sounds travel for miles on
a morning like this. The silence is
disrupted by a bleating of a donkey
on a neighboring farm. Your

Not getting a shot at a big buck
this morning didn’t discourage my
anticipation of hunting. It’s a lot
more than harvesting an animal.
While hunting this beautiful
morning, I saw animals co-exist
hearing sense is keen listening for stealth mode looking for a rodent in nature and experienced the
any sound in the woods around for a breakfast feed. Seeing this wonders of God’s creations.
you. I hear a soft walking sound cat was well worth this morning Hunting provides a time of quiet
away from modern electronics
coming from a ridge in front of outing.
me. This must be a deer coming About an hour after the bobcat and provides an opportunity for
out of a thick, grown up holler. The disappears into a pine thicket, a person to become one with
nature.
adrenaline kicks in, and I raise my
gun anticipating a shooter buck.
The animal comes into sight and
it’s only a 4 point buck. I lower the
gun because this buck doesn’t
make the grade.
I catch movement to my right, but
no sound . There is a big bobcat
gracefully working through the
thick undergrowth about 30 yards
away. This animal was easing
across the forest floor without
a sound. The soft placement of
each step made you think the cat
had sore feet. The bobcat was in

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES

256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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Photos from the Past

Pictured at left: These Athens College students were on the cutting edge of
1970 winter fashions when they visited the Decatur Boat Harbor for a fashion
layout. Models on the boat from left: Mary Ann Chando, Judy Zalloughi, Carol
Ader, Mancy Keech and Jan Price; walkway from left: Mary Ann Anderson,
Ann Holland, Linda Belcher, Lynn Abraham, Pat Perkins, Sue Corey, Jo
Misserandino, Tyndall Smith, Barbara Tharp and Pat Gudzik; pier from left:
Bev Patterson, Jimmie McElyea and Leska Turner.

The Athens College Women’s Softball Team in 1976 were, from left: Gwen
Gourley, Sarah Brown, Janice Sims, Wanda Davis, Sue Carwile, Brenda
Mabry and Sue Cox; back left: Lyle Jones, assistant coach, Kay Ratliff, Kathy
Smith, Betty Jean Carter Evans, Diane Miller, June Cooley, Jann Davis and
coach Angeline Nazaretian.

Hardy loggers felled this giant poplar tree when they cleared the Dancy Farm on
the Limestone County side of the Tennessee River near the turn of the century.
Loggers identified are, from left: John T. Berry, James Dudley Ransom, Bill
Meyers, unknown, Gospert Weinman, Mr. Spencer, Joseph Ervin Lee, Sr.

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville. She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!
1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806
Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Phone | 2569648908 • Cell | 2565093103
Fax | 2565856474
Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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HARVEST
AUTUMN
HAYRIDE
SCARECROW

FOOTBALL
APPLECIDER
GOURD
HALLOWEEN
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OCTOBER
MOONLIGHT
PUMPKINS
HAUNTEDHOUSE
JACKOLANTERN LANTERN
COSTUMES
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CHARACTER COUNTS
I noticed a 6th grade student
who was missing too many days
of school. Of course, a 6th grader cannot get herself to school,
so why was she missing so many
days of school. She and I sat
down for a conference, and she
told me her mother had to work.
They could not afford a babysitter, so she would stay home from
school in order to take care of her
9-month old baby sister.
This student was struggling in
school because of an adult issue. The student told me something in the conference that really
caused me to pause and do some
reflecting. She said I know that
I am missing some school, but
I am truly blessed to have a new
baby sister. Wow! She was able
to recognize God’s blessing during
a challenging time. Do we recognize the blessings that God has
afforded us?
There are certain times of the year
when we stop and think about all the
things that make us happy or bring
us joy. Some people even make
a list of these things. In English,
we have a saying for this: to count
your blessings. When we count our
blessings, we note all the wonderful
things in our lives. This helps us to
appreciate how good life is.

Blessings

Thanksgiving is a time when many
Americans count their blessings.
The United States observes this
holiday on the fourth Thursday in
November. Counting your blessings
is important. It shows that you are
grateful. Gratitude is a feeling of
appreciation or thanks. When people count their blessings, they can
say it like this: “I am thankful for my
family. I am thankful for my friends.
I am thankful for my health.”

say “give thanks for small blessings.” We often say this expression in the middle of a troubling
or difficult time. So, let’s say a
friend of yours is angry about a
flat tire on his car. But then he
stops and thinks for a minute and
says, “Well, at least I have a car.
I should count myself lucky and
give thanks for small blessings.”
If we are truly in Christ, we will
strive to bear the fruit of Christ. If
we believe the gospel, we will strive
to walk worthy of
the gospel. If we
have the Spirit, we
will strive to walk
in the Spirit. If we
love Christ, we
will strive to follow
and obey Christ. If
we love God, we
will strive to keep

by Phillip Jarmon

God’s commandments. If we are
blessed, we will strive to possess
and pursue the characteristics Jesus speaks of in the Beatitudes,
and as we demonstrate them in
this world, we will be persecuted
from time to time. But if the conditions and characteristics of the
Beatitudes are true of us, we are
blessed. We can have assurance
that Jesus is ours and we are His,
and that nothing can separate us
from the present or eternal condition of being blessed.
Just as the young student saw the
blessing from God to have a baby
sister, even during difficult times,
we must keep life in perspective
and be thankful for all the many
blessings that have been afforded
to us by God.

It is better to be grateful for our
blessings than to take them for
granted. When we take something
for granted, we do not appreciate
it. Sometimes we are not appreciative of our good fortune and
blessings until they are gone.
Give thanks for small blessings.
Now, when we want to show our
recognition of all the little things
that prove helpful, we sometimes

— HELP WANTED —

All positions needed at Town & Country Animal Hospital, located next to Cinemagic Theater.
Full-time and part-time with benefits available. Bring resumé and pick up application at the
receptionist desk.
Receptionist must have previous veterinary hospital experience with good communication
skills.
Licensed veterinary technicians for treatment/triage area, in-patient care, and exam rooms.
Pet care attendants for general cleaning, bathing pets, and assisting the the treatment of
healthy, sick and injured pets.
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DEB’S Delights

by Debra Johnson

Homemade soft pretzels by Tasty Recipes
I have not tried to make my own
soft pretzels, but love to eat
them. This doesn’t sound too
complicated. So, I am going to try
to make my own.

the bowl.

Ingredients
1 ½ cups water, warm
1 tablespoon salt
1 tablespoon sugar
1 packet active dry yeast
4 ½ cups flour
3 tablespoons oil, divided
2/3 cup baking soda
2 eggs, beaten
coarse salt

Cut dough into 8 pieces and roll
them out into thin ropes, twisting
the two ends to form a pretzel
shape.

Preparation
In a bowl, mix water, salt, and sugar
until combined. Add yeast, and let
rest 5 minutes until yeast starts to
foam. Add flour and 2 tablespoons
of oil, and mix thoroughly until a
dough forms. Remove the dough
and use the remaining oil to cover

Cover bowl with plastic wrap, and
leave in a warm place for 1 hour.
Preheat oven to 450°F (230°C).

Add baking soda to a large pot of
water, and bring to a rolling boil.
Boil each pretzel for 30 seconds
per side.
Transfer pretzels to a baking sheet,
brush with egg wash, and sprinkle
with salt. Bake for 10-15 minutes,
until golden brown.

The

Floor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
October 15, 2021
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Ghost stories from the past

ith Halloween just around
the corner, it reminds me
of the scary stories told
by the old folks. When we were
kids on a cool, October night
Papa would build a bon-fire and
sit around it telling tales from
events that had occurred in his
lifetime. Papa Smith didn’t call the
apparitions of the after life ghosts.
He referred to them as haints.
The young folks of the holler
looked forward to this folklore
entertainment because there was
no TV or other sources of fun.
When the stories started rolling off
Papa’s tongue, you could hear a
pin drop. Grandma would always
interrupt with her warning for the
weak hearted. I can still hear her
say, “There you go again telling
them old scary tales. Them kids
will wet the bed tonight because
they will be afraid to go outside
to the outhouse.” Then Grandma
would go back in the house and
that was the last we would hear
from her.

W

cut leaving only the stumps. This
young man had worked hard all
morning and was asking to stop
for a lunch break. As the story
goes the lad was told to pull one
more stump and they would all
take a hour lunch break. This was
a big, tough chestnut stump, and
the mule was struggling, trying to
free it from the ground. The mule
was exerting lots of pressure on
the twist poles when it snapped
into half hitting the young man
across the forehead knocking him
unconscious.

After loading the injured boy up
in the wagon, he was carried
home, but you could tell the strike
across the forehead had done bad
damage to his head. The women
folk at the house washed the
injured boy’s face, but he never
regained consciousness. Papa
said the nearest doctor was Mr.
Edmondson at Bethel 8 miles
away. Papa was the one that sent
for the doctor. Papa had a high
spirited mare that could run like
One of my favorite stories was the the wind. After keeping the horse
time my Grandpa was going for at a good pace for a few minutes,
the doctor to attend to a field hand he soon reached the Gourdsville
who had been severely injured Bridge that crossed Shoal Creek.
while clearing a new ground. The Papa said, “When the mare left
young lad was using a mule and the bridge we were next to the
a long pole to twist stumps out of old Indian grave yard when things
the ground. The trees had been went crazy. The fleet footed mare
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just froze in her tracks. Then I
saw what looked like a white coffin
come from my right, then the object
rose to about 10 feet crossing the
road and disappearing into the
cedar thicket that covered the
Indian graveyard.” This apparition
scared the young mare so badly
she bucked off Papa leaving him
in the middle of the road.

passed. He later found out the
death of the young lad was about
the same time he encountered the
apparition on the road to Bethel.

Papa shared that story with me
and friends many times while we
were growing up. Each time he told
it with so much compassion the
hair on your neck would stand up.
I never got tired of hearing these
The horse ran off and out of sight. tales from the past experiences of
Papa said, “With no horse and my ancestors.
scared out of his hide, I returned Previously published October 25,
home to find everybody crying 2012
about the young man having
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Gaining the world, losing your soul
little hard work never hurt
anyone. My parents always
told me to work hard at
whatever I did in life. I hope I can
say that I work hard at my job, at
being a husband, and at being a
father. I think hard work pays off.
There will always be a reward for
hard work. A laborer is worthy of
his wages. Unfortunately, people
have let hard work get in the way
of salvation for their souls. So
many people today are concerned
with getting ahead at work, getting
the promotion, making the grades
at school, and paying the bills that
they forget to take a break from
everything and devote some time
to God. Jesus asked the question,
“what good will it be for a man if he
gains the whole world, yet forfeits
his soul? What can a man give in
exchange for his soul?” (Matthew
16:26).
Jesus’ questions that were asked

A

two thousand years ago, still hold
true today. When I look at the world
around us, I see people who have
blatantly given their soul away
just so they can get ahead in life.
So many people are concerned
with all the wrong things. Like I
stated previously, it’s not wrong
to work hard, in fact, it’s actually
encouraged in the Bible to work
hard in life, but we need to have
enough sense to realize when our
secular lives are interfering with
our Godly lives.
I’ve seen too many people fall
away from the Lord’s family
because they were too concerned
with not upsetting their boss at
work or making grades at school.
I’ve seen too many people forfeit
their eternal salvation because
they would rather be at a sporting
event or a band concert. The
problem is, people are putting
the world above God. Too many

people are exchanging their
precious souls, for instant and
worldly gratification. People are so
concerned with gaining the whole
world and they forget there is life
after this. People would much
rather enjoy this temporary world
than take the time to make sure
they have eternal gratification.
Are we concerned with the worldly
or the Godly? Are we concerned
with school, work, and sports or
are we more concerned about
the spiritual well being of not only
ourselves, but our family members
and friends? Take a moment
today to see where your priorities
are. I hope you work hard at your
job. I hope you work hard at being
a good family member and a good
citizen of this world, but please
don’t forget to work hard at being
a Christian. Hard work pays off.
If you work hard in the world, you
will receive the world at the end

Kevin Harrington
of this life. Just a heads up: this
world will be destroyed, so your
investment in the world won’t last
long. However, if you invest your
hard work in the Lord’s Kingdom,
you will be rewarded greatly.
Remember, your soul is the most
precious thing that has ever been
given to you. Take care of it and
work hard to make sure your soul
will be in heaven.

MarionStreet
124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

Services
Sunday Morning Service
Worship time 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered
on Facebook Live.
Wednesday Night classes
6:30 p.m. for all ages.
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1702 S Jeﬀerson Street - Athens - $1,758,000
MLS#1792636 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370
Here’s your opportunity to invest in a Green Business! The indoor theatre has solar panels
up to 150 kw, which allows 75kw to feed the empty bldg during the day & 75kw to go to
the Athens City grid. There are 5 Theatres (2 silver screens for 3D); each theatre has CO2
monitors and dehumidiﬁers. Projectors and HVACs bought in 2012. Each HVAC unit has a
virus/bacteria killer installed. There is a fully stocked concession stand with 3 stations for
concessions and 3 stations for tickets. Drive-in Theatre has 80 spots.

15559 Huntsville Brownsferry Road - Tanner - $425,00
MLS#1789942 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147
NEW AND READY TO MOVE-IN. This home oﬀers 3BR on the main ﬂoor with a bonus/4th
bedroom upstairs. The main ﬂoor has 2.5 baths and a full bath upstairs. The ceilings are full of
details like a coﬀered ceiling in the dining room, tray in the living & master bedroom, and a vault
in the master bath. Other features include wood ﬂoors throughout, ﬁreplace in living, extensive
crown molding, ss appliance, granite countertops, tile master shower, nice covered patio, and
a side entry garage.

703 S. Clinton Street - Athens - $570,000
MLS#1785071, Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916
Incredible Home. This home is so spacious with large rooms and so many cabinets. Close
enough to Downtown Athens that you could walk. Beautiful wood beams on ceiling in family
room with gas logs. Extra large kitchen and laundry with cherry cabinets. The kitchen has
double oven and granite counter tops. 3 Bedrooms upstairs and 2 downstairs, one being
the master bedroom. The bathrooms in this house are very large. 9 FT Ceilings with lots of
storage and several built ins. The home oﬀers a greenhouse and in-ground pool with building
over it . The yard has large shade trees and lots of patio space.
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101 Sunset Drive - Athens - $205,200
MLS#1788771 - Melissa Brinkley, 256-288-7518
Well Maintained Brick Home on a Corner Lot. Within miles of downtown Athens. Convenient
to shopping, schools, and restaurants. This great home oﬀer 3BR/1BA, spacious family room
(great for entertaining) ﬁreplace w/ gas logs, eat in kitchen, LR w/ hardwood, carpet in 2 Br’s,
detached storage building, attached carport, and additional parking space. Move in Ready. Roof
replaced in the last 3 years.

Blue Springs Drive - $35,000
MLS#1157502 - Clements
Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300

Blue Springs Circle - $35,000
MLS#1157501 - Clements
Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300

17062 Little Elk Road W - $175,000
MLS#1792908 - Clements
Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474
Linda Toone, 256-777-1069

17112 Little Elk Road W - $90,000
MLS#1792933 - Clements
Linda Toone, 256-777-1069
Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474
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