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Family traditions drive 
second-generation success
As one might expect of the 

principals of a business 
named Local Peoples Gas, 

the three siblings who own and 
operate the company place great 
stock in the value of community. 
Like their parents, who founded the 
enterprise, the second-generation 
owners and operators believe it 
is important to buy locally and to 
treat customers like family.
“We believe that being a family-
owned-and-operated business 
is the thing that distinguishes 
our company from others,” says 
Dana Ferguson, one of the three 
siblings. “We have the privilege of 
being established in communities 
that support small businesses, 
thankfully. And we are active in 
supporting other local businesses 
as well — we choose to buy our 
morning biscuits at the corner 
store, our cattle feed from the 
mill just down the road, our tools 
from the local hardware store. We 
utilize the local printing company 
for all of our paper needs, the 
hometown newspaper for our 
advertising. We do so because 
we know how hard each of these 
businesses work daily to meet 
the needs of their communities, 
customers, and families.”

continued on page 18
Mike, Dana and Dickie Ferguson
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I arrived at the Griggs Farm off 
Highway 99 the other day to pick 
up wheat and rye grass Bradley 

grew and harvested this fall. He 
always saves me several bushels 
of seed for my annual planting of 
deer food plots. 
“Daddy, Sonny is here,” he said, as 
he opened the door to his father’s 
home. “A few minutes later out 
came his dad, Tom Wade Griggs 
surrounded by his three hound 
dogs. But this year, Mr. Tom Wade, 
who is now 89, was on a walker. 
He sat down and was writing his 
story on a piece of paper he want-
ed me to print.
“I live near Highway 99 about three 
miles from Athens,” the story said. 
“I am happy to report that courtesy 
to older people is still alive and well 
in this area. When I go to the stores 
(around here) people open the door 
for me, help me push my cart and 

offer to help me put my purchas-
es in my truck - men and women, 
young and old, black and white. I 
appreciate this very much.”

Mr. Griggs goes on to say that he 
lives with three dogs who seem to 
think “I am a dog or they are human 
which I think is a mixture of both.”
He said, “ I used to walk with them 
every day until my knees wore 

out. Now, I get in my vintage GMC 
pickup, put it in low gear and I ride 
while they run up and down Bill 
Black Road. All the motorists who 
come by usually wave or speak 
and are very careful not to run 
over my dogs. This, too, I appreci-
ate very much.”
Daddy and Mr. Tom Wade used to 
tell some interesting stories when 
daddy was alive and went with me to 
the Griggs Farm to pick up the seed. 
Mr. Griggs never fails to give me a 
story written on paper every fall. 
I remember the late Don Osborne 
used to talk highly of Tom Wade. 
He suggested one time that I had 
to go out there on their farm and 
ask for an interview because he 
said Mr. Griggs was a genius. Well, 
I did just that and found out quick-
ly he is one-of-a-kind. Bradley said 
his father was a human calculator.
“No need to fi gure the bushels on 

paper,” he said. “Let me ask dad-
dy, he will know.”
“How many bushels in a 95 gallon 
container,” he asked. A few sec-
onds later he had the answer.
Mr. Griggs is 89, but he is still 
sharp as a tack. I’ll see him again 
next fall.

The man and his three hound dogs
THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

Tom Wade Griggs
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By Daniel Sutter
Guest Columnist

COVID-19 has killed over 
200,000 Americans while 
policies to stem the virus’ 

spread have caused enormous 
economic and societal harm. Any 
comparison must use a common 
metric, and economics uses 
dollars, even for human lives. No 
one can avoid placing a dollar 
value on saving lives; always 
choosing safety just places an 
infi nite dollar value on life. Our 
only option is whether to evaluate 
tradeoffs.
Economists use the value of a 
statistical life (VSL) for policies 
regulating risk. The method uses 
the many choices people make in 
markets involving risks, like taking 
risky jobs. The VSL ensures that 
government decisions resemble 
our personal decisions.
Statistical lives are when the iden-
tity of the persons whose lives may 
be saved is unknown. Or as Nobel 
prize winning economist Thomas 
Schelling wrote, when “The life 
you save may be your own.” An es-
timated 90 million Americans are 
in COVID-19 high risk categories, 
so the pandemic involves statisti-
cal risk.
A standard value for a statistical 
life, based on dozens of econom-
ic studies, is $10 million. People 
never make trades involving mil-

lions of dollars because the risks 
examined are small.
We can use years of life when the 
people at risk are younger or older 
than average. This approach uses 
expected years of life remaining 
at different ages. For example, life 
expectancy is 69.2 years at age 
10 and 9.2 years at 80, so the 
death of a child, which many peo-
ple fi nd particularly tragic, con-
tributes more years of life lost. A 
standard value for a year of life is 
$300,000.
The COVID Tracker website reports 
201,000 deaths through October 
4 for a value of $2 trillion using 
the VSL. If instead we use statis-
tical years of life (over 75 percent 
of deaths are among persons over 
age 65), the deaths have cost 
2.7 million years of life, valued at 
$800 billion. We may wish to re-
duce this further due to COVID-19 
co-morbidities. Many persons dy-
ing from COVID are already in poor 
health; for instance, an 80-year-

old COVID-19 victim might only 
have 3 years of life remaining, not 
the average of 9 years.
COVID-19 has resulted in over 
400,000 hospitalizations. Es-
timates of the cost of hospital-
izations range from $14,000 to 

$72,000. The higher fi gure yields 
a hospitalization cost of $30 bil-
lion. Illnesses not involving hos-
pitalization have modest medical 
costs. For these plus the millions 
quarantining due to contact with 
COVID patients, the major cost is 
missed work time.
Now let’s consider the policy mea-
sures. Government policies have 
led to the sharpest contraction on 
record. Unemployment reached 
almost 15 percent in April and is 
still more than double February’s 
rate and we have lost $650 billion 
in GDP.
The economic impact exceeds 
lost GDP because of consumer 
surplus, or the value people re-
ceive from consumption beyond 
the amount paid. Sports, en-
tertainment, and recreation, all 
badly disrupted by the lockdown, 
generate high ratios of consumer 
surplus to expenditure. Lost con-
sumer surplus almost certainly 
exceeds $200 billion.

For most children the 2019-20 
school year ended in March and 
many schools offered little online 
instruction. Working parents had 
to accommodate children not in 
school, increasing this impact. 
Expenditures for the lost quarter 
of the year provide one way to val-

ue the school disruption. Public
schools enroll 50 million children
and spend over $12,000 per stu-
dent nationally, for a $150 billion 
loss from education.
Americans’ mental health has
suffered enormously in 2020.
Anxiety, depression and calls to 
suicide help lines are up sharply. 
News reports attribute numerous 
suicides and overdoses to COVID 
stress. The virus and the pandem-
ic together, I think, have produced
the mental health costs.
The costs of the pandemic and
lockdown almost surely each ex-
ceed $1 trillion. What does this
imply for a potential second lock-
down? Our initial policy response 
was almost surely excessive; 
masks and social distancing have 
allowed businesses to reopen
without overwhelming hospitals.
We can contain the virus without 
the enormous costs to date.

Daniel Sutter is the Charles G. Koch Pro-
fessor of Economics with the Manuel H. 
Johnson Center for Political Economy at 
Troy University and host of Econversa-
tions on TrojanVision. The opinions ex-
pressed in this column are the author’s 
and do not necessarily refl ect the views
of Troy University or this newspaper.

The Pandemic or the Lockdown:
Which has been worse?
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By Phillip Jarmon

What is the difference be-
tween character and 
reputation? Let’s take a 

closer look at the topic.  Abraham 
Lincoln recognized an important 
difference between character and 
reputation. “Character,” he said 
“is like a tree and reputation like 
its shadow. The shadow is what 
we think of it; the tree is the real 
thing.” In other words, character is 
who you truly are while reputation 
is who others think you are. 
Because the shape of a shadow 
is determined by the angle of light 
and the perspective of the observ-
er, it’s not a perfect image of the 
tree. In the same way, reputation 
is not always an accurate refl ec-
tion of character. Oscar Wilde 
once said, “Sincerity is one of the 
most important qualities in a per-
son. And once you can fake that 
you have it made.” This cynical 
quip explains why some people 
are able to create a much better 
reputation than they deserve. By 

the same token, there are others 
who deserve better reputations 
than they have.
Though reputation is merely a per-
ception it still has very signifi cant 
real impact. Reputation is not only 

the result of what people think of 
us, it often determines what peo-
ple who don’t know us think about 
us, treat us and whether we are 
held in high or low esteem.
While your character revolves 
around who you truly are and your 
moral fi ber, your reputation is 
how others perceive those things 
about you. Pointing a fi nger at 
one being more relevant than the 

other is hard to do because often 
times they work hand in hand.
Building your character is essen-
tial in the long run, but as a lead-
er, your reputation and how peo-
ple understand you short term 
(say after one or two interactions) 
is your currency. Short term, what 
matters beyond whether you’re 
selfi sh, arrogant, or a bully, is if 
people think you are, because 
how they see you directly affects 
how they respond.
A leader needs to know and ac-
tively hone their reputation. Of 
course, some of your reputation 
is created by actually being the 
things you are. The other side of it 
involves understanding and man-
aging your perception. How do you 
keep your reputation in check? 
Here are a few tips: 1. Make your 

values known and clear 2. Clear 
up misunderstandings quickly 3.
Avoid gossiping 4. Actively seek 
feedback from new and different 
sources. 
Reputation is important and 
should be guarded. But the moral
of the story is character is MORE
important than your reputation 
alone.  Take care of your character
and your reputation will take care 
of itself. Rarely it’s the other way 
around.
As Proverbs 22:1 tells us, a good 
name is rather to be chosen than
great riches and loving favour
rather than silver or gold. 

“We rise by lifting others.”
- Robert Ingersoll

CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon

Character vs Reputation - Who wins?

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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By Debra Johnson

We have planted the usu-
al greens for fall;  turnip 
greens, broccoli, and 

cabbage.
These plants can withstand 
the cooler temperatures, even 
through the frosts.  In fact the 
old saying was that turnip greens 
were actually better to eat after 
they had a frost on them.  The fall 
garden is much smaller than our 
summer garden and not as much 
upkeep as the grass has begun to 
die down.  
I actually wanted to try my hand 
at planting a few plants this fall 
to have fresh vegetables to con-
tinue eating this fall.  I planted cu-
cumbers, squash, zucchini, okra, 
peas, and tomatoes.  The toma-
toes are doing well, but cannot 
withstand colder temperatures, 
so we will have to cover them up 
when a frost is forecasted.  The 
okra plants and peas are also 
doing well so far.  However, the 
squash and zucchini vines have 
not been as successful. 
I have found there are a lot more 
insects in the fall that eat the 
plants.  They have totally destroyed 
those plants, so my fall fresh vege-

table idea did not fare so well.
The annoying insects that were 
eating them seem to be what we 
used to call “stink bugs.”
They are everywhere right now.  
They have become a serious agri-
cultural pest that feeds on an ar-
ray of plants and causes damage 
to crops.
We planted the turnip greens just 
in time to get the rains from the 
hurricanes, which has really accel-

erated their growth.  We will enjoy 
the greens even through part of 
the winter months.  I think next 

year, I will just stick to planting the 
greens in the fall after our sum-
mer garden harvest.

Fall Gardening
T

H
E

A broccoli cluster will soon be forming.

Turnip green patch will soon have greens to eat.

This is one of the pesky ‘stink 
bugs’ that is destroying my 

plants.
We are still getting tomatoes 

from our fall plants.
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AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.
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• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

Hunters have been busy 
planting their deer plots 
over the past few weeks. 

Wheat, rye, and oats are  popular 
crops to plant for the winter deer 
forge. Deer are taken better care 
of than years ago. 
Salt licks are put out in the 
summer months for nutrients 
deer need. In the fall, supplement 
feed is allowed and deer get corn, 
soybeans and protein pellets 
and other benefi cial foods. Deer 
I harvest have good layers of fat 
indicating there is abundant food. 
I have seen several oak trees in 
the woods this year with good 
crops of acorns. The deer feed on 
the white oak acorns as soon as 
they start to fall. Bow season is a 
good time to hunt acorn fl ats. 
Deer will feed on acorns until 
they are pretty much gone or 
they rot. The feeder becomes a 
regular source of food when the 
natural food becomes short. I 
was concerned about hunters 
harvesting too many doe with 
the feeds drawing the deer in. 
But, according to harvested 
deer reported, it didn’t show a 

signifi cant increase.  The doe are 
the future of our deer herd and 
hunters only need to take what 
they need for food. 
I have also started seeing more 
2 to 3-year-old bucks while in the 
woods. This is a good sign hunters 
are allowing the small bucks to 
live resulting in more trophy bucks 
moving across our property.
A dead buck doesn’t grow any 
larger. Be patient when hunting, 
only take the buck you can be 
proud of.  I have friends say, “I 
shouldn’t have shot this buck.” I 
usually answer, “Yep, but he is a 

dead deer now.” 
I have been blessed by harvesting 
several good bucks. You can 
know the size of the bucks that 
are living in your area by putting 
several cameras around your 
property. This surveillance will 
give a hunter a good idea of the 
deer that use your property. Deer 
have a big range they travel. Bucks 
may venture several miles when in 
search of doe.
I see a few bucks while hunting 
that I never see on a camera, and 
recognize most doe I see from 
previous camera pictures. I name 
them by markings or irregular 
blemishes.
Remember to purchase a special 
license if you plan on hunting near 

a feeder. Wear hunter orange when 
hunting with a muzzleloader or gun.  
Have written permission with you if 
you are hunting on private property 
owned by someone else. Use a 
small light when walking in and out 
of the woods when it is dark.
Always wear a safety harness 
when climbing off the ground to 
hunt.  Falling from a hunting stand 
can cause severe harm or death.  
It is best to hunt with a partner 
and always tell someone where 
you are planning on hunting. A 
cell phone that has service is a 
great safety item to have along 
for  an emergency. Safe hunting.  
Respect other hunters and game 
offi cials.

Working up a food plot.

Game cam photo of a trophy buck. 

Deer Season will open soon



As the leaves started to turn 
and the air temperature 
dropped, we knew cotton-

picking time was near. This was 
a special time of the year for 
everybody who made a living on a 
farm. Jack Frost seemed to come 
by the end of September back in 
the 40’s and 50’s. School was let 
out for 6 weeks for cotton-picking 
activities.
The fi rst bail of cotton ginned was 
a proud achievement and made 
front-page news in the local paper. 
Folks in the community banded 
together to help get each other’s 
cotton picked and ginned. It was 
common to have 10 to 12 pickers 
working in a fi eld at the same 
time. Some of the cotton pickers 
were very fast and picked 2 rows 
at a time.
A cotton picker got paid by the 
pounds they weighed in at the 
end of the day. When a bale was 
picked, it was carried to the gin. 
Each community had their own gin 
to process the cotton grown in the 
community. A bail of ginned cotton 
weighed in the neighborhood of 
600 pounds. A farmer needed 2 
or 3 wagons to unload cotton in. 
One or two wagons were usually 
waiting at the gin. 
Papa tried to keep his cotton clean 
and free of weeds and trash. A 
person with arithmetic skills was 
needed to weigh the cotton and 
keep up with how much cotton 
each picker accumulated each 
day. Some years if the rains fell 
right and the bow weevils were 
light, the cotton had many bowls 
per stalk. The cotton pickers like 
the thick cotton because they 
could make more money. The 
cotton crop needed to be picked 
before the fall rains set in. The late 
rain would cause the cotton to fall 
from the bowls onto the ground.
Many folks counted on the fall 
cotton picking as a way to earn 
money to help them get through 
the winter months. Saving your 

money was a skill we learned at an 
early age. We stretched our money 
as far as possible. The family 
raised all the food we needed to 
survive the long, cold winter.
Firewood was cut up in late 
summer to give it a chance to 
dry before we needed it for a fi re. 
Wood had to be cut into smaller 
pieces for use in the wood cook 
stove. Sixteen to 18 inch wood 
was used in the wood heater. The 
wood heater stayed hot around 
the clock during the cold weather 
months. The only time the fi re was 
allowed to go out was when it was 
time to clean out the ashes. The 
ashes were spread on the garden 
spot to enrich the soil. 
Wood ash was also used in making 
lye soap. We made our own soap 
for use in washing clothes. The 
soap was rubbed on the dirty 
clothes as they were scrubbed on 
the wash board.
The folks of the community 
counted on each other for help 
throughout the year. Nobody went 
hungry or cold. Folks didn’t have 
much, but they were blessed by 
much love from their neighbors. 
If someone had a vehicle, they 

would gladly loan it to a neighbor 
needing to go to town to see the 

doctor or buy something they
might need.

Cotton picking time in the Holler
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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Vintage Candle Holder
By Danny Johnson

Staff Writer

Candles have provided light 
for mankind for hundreds 
of years. Benjamin Franklin 

introduced daylight saving time 
as a means to save candle usage. 
Candle making was an art and 
a business for many in our past 
history. 
I decided to take some sheet 
metal and a 3/8” square rod 
and build a turn of the century 
candleholder. I hollowed out the 
top of a cut of wood the shape of 
the holder bowl. The rod was used 
for forming legs to support the 
bowl. I chose to burnish the metal 
and dip it in bee wax to prevent 
rust issues. 
It is rewarding to make something 
with your hands that will survive 
the test of time. Items made 
from metal will last for many 

generations.
Early candleholders had a fi nger 
ring to carry the light source 
around the house. Often a candle 
was used to light the hallway 
leading to the bedroom. 
Oil lamps replaced candles at the 
turn of the century. Whales were 
harvested to get fat from the fi sh 
to make into oil for the use of 
lighting homes. Many whales died 
to produce lamp oil. 
The Aladdin lamp came on the 
scene before electricity started 
lighting homes. The Aladdin lamp 
had a mantel like a Coleman 
lantern and did quite a good job 
lighting your home.
It’s always a good idea to keep a 
backup source available in case 
the electric feed gets cut. A candle 
can bring light to a dark room. But, 
be sure the candle is extinguished 
when you are through with it.

Hand made craft from recycle materials. ‘Good Night’ model

Note: Metal work can be a hazard and proper training and safety gear is a requirement.
When heat is used, a threat of burn is present. This requires proper training always.
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DEB’S Delights

I have been looking for one-dish 
meals, and this casserole fi ts the 
bill.
You will need:
6 boneless, skinless
   chicken breast halves
1 Tbsp canola oil
3/4 cup chopped sweet
    red pepper
3/4 cup chopped green pepper
1/2 cup chopped fresh
    mushrooms
1 garlic clove, minced
2 cups uncooked instant
    brown rice
2 cups chicken broth
1 - 1/2 cups frozen corn, thawed
1/4 tsp salt
1/8 tsp pepper
1/4 cup slivered almonds,
    toasted
2 Tbsp minced parsley

In a large skillet, brown chicken 
in oil for 4 minutes on each side 
or until a meat thermometer 
reads 170 degrees.  Remove and 
keep warm.  In the same skillet, 
saute’ the peppers, onion and 
mushrooms until tender.  Add 
garlic; cook 1 minute longer.  Stir 
in the rice, broth, corn, salt and 
pepper;  bring to a boil.  Transfer 
to an 11 inch X 7 inch  baking dish 
coated with cooking spray. Top 
with the chicken.
Cover and bake at 350 degrees 
for 20 minutes. Uncover; bake 
5 minutes longer or until heated 
through.  
Sprinkle with the almonds and 
parsley.   Yields:  6 servings.

by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

Chicken Brown Rice Bake from Taste of Home
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Vintage Pictures

John Grady Smith with a pelt and his favorite dog.
Photo taken around the early 1920’s.

Photo of Bobby Chittam when 
he was a young lad.

Fond Memories of O’neal friends many years ago.  Left to right, front row:  Bobby 
Chittam, Herbert Sides, Charles Tucker, Randolph Chittam, and Kenny Tucker.  Back 

row, left to right:  Charlie Christopher, Tommie Smith, and Glenn Pressnell.

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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Extending beyond 
boundaries and a pandemic

Kindness is making trips “across 
the pond” during the COVID-19 
pandemic as the Sister Cities 

of Athens, Ala., and Stonehaven, 
Scotland, are sharing cards and 
gifts of encouragement with their 
communities’ senior citizens.
Earlier this year, members 
of the Athens Mayor’s Youth 
Commission, Mayor’s Offi ce, Athens-
Limestone Tourism Association 
and the community sent cards of 
encouragement and small gifts to 
nursing homes in the Stonehaven 
area. The Mayor’s Offi ce recently 
received a thank you booklet with 

pictures, poems, recipes and notes of 
thanks.
“A fantastic expression of friendship 
at a diffi cult time,” wrote someone 
from the care home Clashfarquhar 
House. 
“You did a great job with all your 
messages to us, keep going strong,” 
wrote Rose, age 80.
“It was so lovely that you thought of 
us. It really did lift our spirits. I send 
my wishes for your good health and 
happiness. God bless you,” wrote 
Audrey who said her age is 90 ½. 
In return, children from Stonehaven 

recently sent postcards to Athens 
to share with nursing homes here. 
The postcards include drawings of 
Scottish icons such as thistle and 
include messages such as, “Stay 
safe. Be Happy.” The Mayor’s Offi ce 
will send the postcards on to local 
nursing homes to share with their 
residents. The Scottish group is 
also working through the permitting 
process to send thistle seeds for the 
nursing homes to plant for residents 
to enjoy.
The City of Athens, Tourism, Athens 
City Schools and Athens State 
University began work with the 

Stonehaven & NE Scotland Twinning 
Group in 2018. The groups offi cially 
approved a twinning agreement 
in 2019 to promote tourism and 
educational, cultural and business 
opportunities. 
“Good deeds are not restricted 
by COVID-19, we just have to be 
creative,” said Athens Mayor Ronnie 
Marks. “In a time when we typically 
use our electronic devices to share 
texts or emails, it is refreshing to 
see people, especially children and 
students, draw pictures and write 
notes by hand to bring a smile to 
someone’s face.”

Sister Cities sending well wishes to senior citizens

Athens Mayor Ronnie Marks 
with a thank you booklet nurs-
ing home residents in Scot-
land made and sent to Athens 
to thank those here who sent 
cards earlier this year.Postcards children made for nursing home residents in Scotland.



 Page 14                                                                         THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                         October 16, 2020

7809 US HWY 31 S
TANNER, AL 35671

222222222255555555556666666666----222222222233333333332222222222----9999999999111111111111111111115555555555
WWW.HHHHHHHRRRRRRRAAAAAAAGGGGGGGRRRRRRRIIIIIIIPPPPPPPOOOOOOOWWWWWWWEEEEEEERRRRRRR.COM

THE

IS CALLING!
�Gas Powered

�Best-In-Class 
Acceleration
40 MPH Top Speed!

�Haul up to 1,000 lbs

� Tow up to 2,000 lbs

�2-Year, 1,000-Hour 
Warranty

RTV-XG850 SIDEKICK

LOW-RATE 
FINANCING DEALS!

WE ARE YOURplus PARTS & SERVICE 
EXPERTS!

LIMITED 

TIME

The ever-popular Chevrolet 
Bel Air back in the day was 
the car to own.

In 1955 it received new, revamped 
styling for the 1955 model year. It 
was called the “Hot One” in GM’s 
advertising campaign. Bel Airs 
came with features found on cars 
in the lower models ranges plus 
interior carpet, chrome headliner 
bands on hardtops, chrome spears 
on front fenders, stainless steel 
window moldings, full wheel covers, 
and a Ferrari-inspired front grille. 
The 1955 Bel Air was very well-
received. Motor Trend magazine 
gave the Bel Air top marks for 
handling. Popular Mechanics 
reported acceleration for a V8 
Bel Air with Powerglide as being 
0-60 mph in 12.9 seconds, plus a 
comfortable ride and good visibility.
But the 1956 Bel Air received a 
face-lift with a more conventional 

full-width grille, pleasing those 
customers who didn’t favor the 
Ferrari-inspired ‘55 front end. Two-
tone bodyside treatments and front 
and rear wheel openings completed 
the “speedline”      restyling. Single 
housings incorporated the taillight, 
stoplight, and backup light, and the 

left one held the gas fi ller - an idea 
popularized on Cadillacs.
Among the seven Bel Air models 
was a new Sport Sedan, a pillarless 
four-door hardtop that looked 
handsome with all the windows 
rolled down and allowed easy entry 
into the back seat. Production 

exceeded 103,000, compared
to 128,000 two-door hardtops.
Shapely two-door Nomad wagons
topped the price chart at $2,608,
but now carried the same interior
and rear-wheel sheet metal
as other Bel Airs, lacking the
original’s unique trim. Only 7,886
were built. The least costly Bel
Air, at $2,025, was the two-door
sedan. In 1956 sales material
there was an optional rain-sensing
automatic top, which was fi rst seen
on the 1951 LaSabre concept car.
However, it is believed that it was
never installed on a car. Popular
Mechanics reported only 7.4
percent of owners in their survey
ordered seat belts.
A ‘56 Bel Air 4-door hardtop,
prepared by Chevy engineer
Zora Arkus Duntov, set a new
endurance/speed record for an
automobile ascending Pikes Peak.

The 1955 Bel-Air received a face-lift
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

My wife and I have three 
small boys. I’m sure you 
can imagine the messes 

we have to deal with. Between 
school, baseball, playing outside, 
painting at our kitchen table, 
or playing on the playground, it 
seems like there is always a load 
of laundry going. Most of the time, 
the laundry comes out clean, but 
every once in a while, there is a 
stain that just won’t come out: 
dirt from the ball fi eld, marker, or 
a secret substance that we don’t 
know about. Stains are a pain. 
They ruin good clothes. They are 
noticeable. There’s no hiding a 
stain. Sure, maybe you can put a 
jacket over the shirt, but at the 
end of the day, when the jacket 
comes off…the stain is still there.
This is exactly how the Bible 
describes sin. Isaiah 1:18 says, 
“Come now, let us reason together, 
says the LORD: though your sins 
are like scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they 
are red like crimson, they shall 
become like wool.” Have you ever 
gotten red marker or even blood 
on a favorite outfi t? It stains. It’s 
noticeable. That’s what sin does. 
It stains our soul. It puts a big 
blotch on our soul. Sin separates 
us from God. 
Unfortunately, so many people try 
to hide their sin. They think no one 
will notice. They think they can get 

away with it. They think they can 
cover up their sins with more sin. 
We lie to cover an affair. We cheat 
to get ahead at work. We cuss, 
drink, smoke, or gossip to fi t in 
with friends. We treat our spouse 
and our kids with disrespect. We 
skip church for ball games and 
other “more important” matters. 
Whether we like to admit it or not, 
sin is sin. And sin stains our soul. 
Revelation 21:27 says that nothing 
“unclean” or “impure” will enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven. I’m 
sure if you’re reading this, Heaven 
is where you want to be. Have you 
stopped to consider that the sin 
in your life can actually keep you 
from getting there? Don’t worry, 
it’s not all bad news. Remember 
our verse from Isaiah? God said 
He can take our scarlet stains and 
make them white as snow. 
There’s something refreshing 
about a fresh blanket of snow. 
When you look out the window and 
see pure white, it’s mesmerizing. 
That’s what our soul looks like 
when we ask for forgiveness 
from God. The scarlet sins are 
washed away. Peter tells us that 
this is done through baptism. Acts 
2:38 says, “Repent, and let every 
one of you be baptized for the 
remission of sins.” According to 
Peter, baptism is what takes those 
sins away. Romans 6 tells us it’s 
because when we are baptized, 

we are putting our old, sinful self 
to death (just like Jesus died on 
the cross for our sins), then we 
are buried under water (just like 
Jesus was buried in the ground), 
but we raise up a new person who 
has been washed clean (just like 

Jesus raised from the dead). 
Stains are gross. However, God 
can take the worse sins and make 
them as white as snow. All you 
have to do is be willing to repent
and come to Jesus. Let Him make 
you clean.

Washing Away Stains
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. “At risk” service where masks 

will be mandatory for people who feel more comfortable 

wearing masks or who have preexisting conditions and 

need to wear a mask for their safety. 

Sunday Morning 10:15 a.m.  Masks will be optional. 

Livestream service will be at 10:15 on Facebook Live. 

Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered on Facebook Live.  

Studies on the “Big Picture of the Bible.” 

Wednesday Night 6:30 p.m.  Resuming in-person classes 

for all ages following Covid-19 guidelines.



HORSE SENSE

Horses that are codependent on Horses that are codependent on 
each other, also known as being each other, also known as being 
“buddy sour,” can cause some “buddy sour,” can cause some 
serious problems when you want serious problems when you want 
to ride.to ride.
A horse who is buddy sour will A horse who is buddy sour will 
often fuss and refuse to leave his often fuss and refuse to leave his 
buddy behind.buddy behind.
Whether you’re heading out on Whether you’re heading out on 
a trail ride or are trying to school a trail ride or are trying to school 
your horse, dealing with buddy your horse, dealing with buddy 
sour behavior is diffi cult.sour behavior is diffi cult.
Buddy sour behavior comes from Buddy sour behavior comes from 
the horse getting relief when he’s the horse getting relief when he’s 
around another horse – around another horse – often we often we 
cause this ourselves by riding over cause this ourselves by riding over 
to another horse and stopping to to another horse and stopping to 
talk and rest.talk and rest.
Horses can also become trailer Horses can also become trailer 
sour or barn sour – when they sour or barn sour – when they 
return to the trailer or the barn, return to the trailer or the barn, 
they associate it with rest and with they associate it with rest and with 
being done with their work.being done with their work.
Leaving the trailer, barn, or their Leaving the trailer, barn, or their 
buddy means that the horse will buddy means that the horse will 
be going to work, so they become be going to work, so they become 
very resistant to leaving this safe very resistant to leaving this safe 
place.place.
To cure this buddy sour behavior, To cure this buddy sour behavior, 
we need to make it the horse’s we need to make it the horse’s 
idea to leave his buddy, instead of idea to leave his buddy, instead of 
us trying to make him leave.us trying to make him leave.
Oftentimes the approach used to Oftentimes the approach used to 
try to cure buddy sour behavior is try to cure buddy sour behavior is 
to force the horse away from his to force the horse away from his 
buddy and to ride assertively while buddy and to ride assertively while 
the horse is away on his own.the horse is away on his own.
This only reinforces the fact that This only reinforces the fact that 
the buddy is a safe place for the the buddy is a safe place for the 
horse where he won’t have to horse where he won’t have to 
work.work.
Instead of this approach, Instead of this approach, we’ll we’ll 
make it diffi cult for the horse to make it diffi cult for the horse to 
be next to his buddy, and we’ll be next to his buddy, and we’ll 
make it easy for the horse to be make it easy for the horse to be 
away from his buddy and to be away from his buddy and to be 
with us.with us.
Have a friend hold your horse’s Have a friend hold your horse’s 
buddy in one part of your riding buddy in one part of your riding 
area, whether it’s a fi eld or an area, whether it’s a fi eld or an 
arena (You can also just tie him to arena (You can also just tie him to 

a fence post or something).a fence post or something).
As you ride, your horse will As you ride, your horse will 
naturally gravitate in towards his naturally gravitate in towards his 
buddy.buddy.
Whenever your horse is close to Whenever your horse is close to 
his buddy, this will be a red zone his buddy, this will be a red zone 
where you need to make your where you need to make your 
horse work.horse work.
Add pressure with your legs, voice, Add pressure with your legs, voice, 
and even your reins to get your and even your reins to get your 
horse working and to keep him horse working and to keep him 
busy.busy.
Work your horse at a forward trot Work your horse at a forward trot 
or canter whenever he’s close to or canter whenever he’s close to 
his buddy, and keep the pressure his buddy, and keep the pressure 
on him while he’s in that zone.on him while he’s in that zone.
Give your horse free rein to go Give your horse free rein to go 
where he wants to, but keep the where he wants to, but keep the 
pressure on.pressure on.
The instant your horse widens The instant your horse widens 
his circle or moves away from his his circle or moves away from his 
buddy, remove the pressure.buddy, remove the pressure.
If your horse wants to slow to a trot If your horse wants to slow to a trot 
or walk, that’s fi ne – let him relax or walk, that’s fi ne – let him relax 
while he’s away from his buddy.while he’s away from his buddy.

As soon as your horse turns back As soon as your horse turns back 
toward his buddy, add on the toward his buddy, add on the 
pressure again.pressure again.
Your horse will probably return to Your horse will probably return to 
his buddy many times during the his buddy many times during the 
training session, so it’s important training session, so it’s important 
that you stay consistent in applying that you stay consistent in applying 
pressure when your horse is near pressure when your horse is near 
his buddy and removing pressure his buddy and removing pressure 

when your horse moves away.when your horse moves away.
Jim SwannerJim Swanner

13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.comwww.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses throughEnjoying Horses through

CommunicationCommunication
256.874.6781256.874.6781

Buddy Sour/Barn Sour
 by Jim Swanner
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CALENDARCALENDAR
Oct 2020 -- Annual Athens Storytelling 
Festival - Virtual Event in downtown 
Athens, AL will make you laugh, cry, and 
sigh as the storytellers fi ll the tent with 
entertainment.  For tellers, schedules, and 
tickets visit the Website  .
Now - Haunt Walks Tickets on sale at 
the Athens-Limestone Visitors Center 
(100 North Beaty Street in Athens) from 
8:30AM-5:00PM Monday-Friday.  Adults: 
$10.00 each for ages 12 and up - cash 
or check. Limited to 15 participants 
per tour; masked required. To see the 
schedule visit the Haunt Walks Page for 
this annual fundraiser that strolls through 
the dark history of Athens benefi ting 
Athens-Limestone County Tourism and its 
programs.
Now -- Gray & Holt Tour & Paranormal 
Investigation Event Tickets on sale now 
for the never-before investigated Gray 
and Holt Building with Southern Ghost 
Girl Tours and Paranormal Investigation 
and Athens-Limestone Tourism. Ticket 
seekers can visit Eventbrite.com 6:00PM 
Event page or 8:30PM Event page to 
purchase and Facebook.com users can 
visit the 6:00PM event page and 8:30PM 
event page for the October 24th event. 
Tickets are $30.00 (plus fees) per person 

and a portion of the proceeds benefi ts 
the Athens-Limestone County Tourism 
Association, 501(c)3 non-profi t.  
Now -- Athens North Pole Tree Sponsorship 
open... help make this community event 
held annual in Big Spring Memorial Park 
in the month of December happen by 
sponsoring a tree for your business, church, 
group, family or non-profi t to decorate.  Don’t 
want to decorate?  Non-profi ts in the area 
are looking for sponsors and they’ll handle 
the decorating.   For more information stop 
by the Athens-Limestone Visitors Center 
100 North Beaty Street in Athens from 
8:00AM-4:30PM any Monday-Friday (except 
holidays) or call 256-232-5411.
Oct 17, Oct 18, Oct 24, 2020 -- Halloween 
ATV Trail in Elkmont (28890 AL-127 in 
Elkmont) from 9:00AM-8:00PM. The 
Halloween decorated trails are great for 
beginners and the whole family - so bring 
the dirt bike and/or four wheeler and 
make a day. $5.00 per rider.
Oct 17, 2020 -- Lester Haunted Hospital 
(30338 Lester Road in Lester) will be 
fi lled with screams and terror from 
7:00PM-11:00PM.  Children under 13 
years must be accompanied by an adult 
18 years or older.  Admission: $15.00 
per person.  For more information: 

TheLesterHauntedHopital.com     *Due 
to the ever-changing rules & regulations 
surrounding COVID-19, Lester Haunted 
Hospital will update/change their 2020 
season accordingly.
Oct 17, 2020 -- Doomsday Haunt  Who 
knows what awaits at The Doomed Town 
(24952 U.S. Highway 72 in Athens next to 
Phoenix Paintball) since its’ long forgotten 
nuclear explosion and quarantine has 
faded from memory except those forsaken 
residents left behind the fences. Ticket 
sales from 7:00PM-11:00PM; $20.00 
each or speed up your access with a 
slash pass for $35.00. Suggest 12 and 
up; under 12 accompanied by adult 
and parental discretion advised.  Active 
Military, Veterans, Fire & Resc
Oct 18, 2020 -- Bradley Walker Live at 
Round Island Baptist Church (14790 
Brownsferry Road in Athens) from 
10:00AM-11:00AM. Public welcome.
Oct 22, Oct 23, 2020 -- Picnic in the 
Persimmons with Isom’s Orchard (24012 
U.S. Highway 72 in Athens) featuring 6 
available spots amid the Persimmons with 
four time slots to choose from 11:30AM-
12:30PM; 1:00PM-2:00PM; 2:30PM-
3:30PM and 4:00PM-5:00PM. You are 

responsible for your own blanket, food and 
beverage. It is recommended to limit party 
size to 4. If you would like to reserve a spot
for $35.00, please call 256-777-5683
October 24 -25, 2020 -- North Alabama 
Fall Classic at Canebrake Golf Course 
(23015 Founders Circle in Athens) with a 
36-hole stroke play featuring 3 Amateur 
Division: Junior Divsion Ages 14-18 still 
in high school; Mid-Amateur Division age
25 or older; and Senior Division for 60+.  
Signup deadline Oct 16, 2020.  Field 
limit: 144 players.  USGA Rules. Entry: 
$185.00.  Register online: north-alabama-
fall-classic.perfectgolfevent.com
Oct 31, 2020 -- Halloween Party & 
Costume Contest at Sugar Creek Farm
& Venue (19263 East Limestone Road in 
Toney) from 7:00PM-11:00PM with Acosta 
Entertainment.  Costume required to enjoy
the fun.  $5.00 cover charge.
Oct. 31, 2020  Trunk or Treat on the 
Square  from 5-7 p.m.  This year will be
a drive-through event due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Sponsored by City of Athens,
Athens Police Dept. , Athens Fire and 
Rescue, Walmart, and Tennessee Valley 
Jeeps.

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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The Ferguson family’s fi rst company 
was Ardmore LP Gas, co-founded 
by Kenneth and Louise Ferguson in 
1971. The current company, Local 
Peoples Gas, was co-founded by the 
husband-and-wife team in 1984. 
Today, it has four locations, operating 
as Local Peoples Gas in Athens, Ala. 
And Petersburg, Tenn.; Ferguson LP 
Gas in Ardmore, Ala.; and Guntown 
LP Gas in Guntown, Miss.
The full-service company specializes 
in propane, tanks, cylinders, heaters, 
fi replaces, and other propane 
equipment and accessories. With 
25 employees, seven bobtail trucks, 
and storage facilities that house 
216,000 gallons, it serves more 
than 7000 customers.
“We all grew up in this industry,” 
says Dana Ferguson. “Our parents 
ran the business while we learned 
the details from the ground up. 
My brothers fi lled bottles, pulled 
gas truck hoses, painted tanks — 
whatever was needed. My brother, 
Mike, drove a gas truck from 1984 
until he came into the offi ce in 
2010 as manager of our Ardmore 
location when our father passes 
away. My brother, Dickie, has literally 
performed every propane-related job 
imaginable. His knowledge about 
the business because of those 
experiences is unparalleled and a 
major factor in why our business is 
as successful as it is today. I started 
by helping our mother in the offi ce. 
Before we had computers, we kept 
accounts on ‘cotton books,’ as she 
called them.
“When our father passed away in 
2010 — our mother passed in 2003 
— Dickie became the president of 
the companies, Mike became the 
manager of our fl agship location, 
and I transitioned to corporate 
secretary,” she adds. “After serving 
as manager of our Athens location 
for 11 years, my sister-in-law, Peggy 
Ferguson, retired and I moved to 
become manager of that location 
last year.”
Continued Success
As Local Peoples Gas transitioned 
to the second generation, the 
founders’ children worked to 

operate the company in a way that 
would make their parents proud. 
To keep things running smoothly 
and serve customers and the 
community well, the prioritize 
continuing education, mutual 
respect, and family traditions.

“Our father ran this business literally 

until the day before he passed,” 
Dana Ferguson says. “In the process 
of grieving as a family, we had to 
continue running the company that 
we all valued so dearly — and in 
January, no less. Thankfully, our loyal 
employees, as well as our uncle, 
Billy Randolph, who contributes 
an endless amount of leadership, 
experience, and expertise as our 
CEO, carried us during that time. My 
brother, Dickie, was really thrown 
into the thick of it as Mike and 
myself stepped up to help lighten 
the load as best as we could. It was 
a trying transition that thankfully has 
blossomed into a thriving business 
that we’re all honored to be a part 
of. “Cross-training was necessary, as 
was humility during a trying personal 
and professional period of change,” 
Dana adds.
The three siblings grew up in the 
business and learned from their 
parents. They are now passing 

that knowledge along to the next 
generation, their own children, 
who are now joining the business. 
They expect their kids will bring 
new skills and experiences to 
the operation. The siblings also 
acknowledge that they each have 
their own personalities, strengths, 

and weakness, while sharing family 
traditions, daily communication, and 
dedication to the family company.
“The beauty of this process is that 
it isn’t reserved for family members 
only,” Dana adds. “Our employees 
who aren’t related to us by blood 

defi nitely feel like family because 
they’ve been a fundamental part of 
our company’s success, thanks to 
their dedication and loyalty to the 
services we provide. 
Legacy of Service
“The legacy of our parents who
founded this business is integrity 
in customer service,” Dana Fergu-
son says. “We truly treat our cus-
tomers as if we live in their home, 
as if they are our family.”
The second-generation owners and 
their company serve their community 
in a number of ways. They partner 
with local churches to fi ll care bags 
for local school children who are 
living below the poverty level. They 
deliver goody baskets at Christmas 
to their oldest customers, many of 
whom are shut-ins. And, carrying on 
a tradition their parents started on 
day one of the business, they offer 
10% off any purchases to all local 
churches.
“We truly value our neighbors and 
their well-being,” Dana says. “We 
believe that our success is a grand 
refl ection of the community that 
supports us. We think that when 
you stand on those principles, 
you cultivate gratefulness that is 
contagious.
In 1992, my father was quoted as 
saying, ‘We appreciate our customers 
and thank them for making our 
family dream come true.’ That still 
rings true to this day. We strive daily 
to live up to those standards.

Local Peoples Gas continued from page 1

The late Kenneth and Louise Ferguson

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320
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Let us
help you 
fi nd your 

new home!

Buying | Selling | Renting
Building | Investing | Auctioning

256-233-3400
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

PRODUCERS Million $$$ Club

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Paula Phillips
Realtor®

256-777-4916

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

BreAnna Kuykendall
Realtor®

256-777-1841

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

James Phillips
Associate Broker/ Realtor® 

256-656-2370

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

17477 Carillon Drive
Athens - $292,000

MLS#1154781
Kim Shindorf, 256-431+7916

COMING SOON! 
Spectacular home in subdivision with scenic stocked community 
pond, pavillion, and inground pool. Walk into 14+ Ceilings in 
the greatroom, gas log fi replace, formal dining, heavy crown 
molding, trey ceilings, hardwood and tile fl ooring. Open fl oor 
plan with gourmet kitchen, lots of granite counter space, maple 
glazed cabinetry throughout. 4th bedroom upstairs can also be 
a rec room and has a full bath. Covered porch on back with a 
fenced in back yard.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

29772 Little Creek Road - Ardmore - $149,900
MLS#1151987 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Immaculate 1400+ Sq Ft Home residential neighborhood near cul-de-sac. Fresh Paint and new roof.
Range/Oven, Dishwasher, Microwave, Refrigerator. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths.

17940 Dement Road - Athens - $345,900
MLS#1144125 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

17 .5 Acres!! - Anderson Creek!
This absolutely fabulous farmhouse has a magnifi cent 40’ front porch, plenty enough room for your 
rockers AND your swings! It is set on 17.5 acres only 5 minutes from the river! Detached garage/
workshop. Wood burning fi replace; central heat/air; energy effi  cient gas paned extra tall windows; 
appliances in kitchen to stay. Hardwood fl oors in main areas, tile in wet areas, carpet in bedrooms. 3 
beds, 2.5 baths. What a great place for a horse farm! Want to go fi shing? Hook up your boat and you 
are only 2 miles to a public launch from this home. Want to watch wildlife? Plenty of wildlife around 
to watch from the front porch.

940 County Road 570 - Rogersville - $275,000
MLS#1137152 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

BOAT HOUSE!! ANDERSON CREEK!!
Basement home with boat house for two boats and 
electric lift. Enjoy the view of the water off  one of 
two decks. Home has new 30year architectural 
shingle roof, HVAC 2019, New windows through out, 
New Storm Doors and 3 year old hot water heater. 
Home features 2 gas fi replaces, wood beams, and 
wood staircase to basement. Massive storage. never 
worry abut the electricity with a generator backup. 
Indoor workshop with gas heater and concrete fl oors. 
Electricity all around decks. Washer and Dryer to remain. TV in basement to stay. Main kitchen on 1st 
fl oor with bar that sits 4 and a kitchen in basement . Lots of windows and natural light.

WATERFRONT!!

WATERFRONT!!

PENDING
PENDING

PENDING
PENDING
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23446 St. John Road - E. Limestone - $282,500
MLS#1145918 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Brand New Construction with Farmhouse exterior appeal. Located just East of town this home is 
convenient to Athens and Madison. Wrapped in Hardi Board and 30 year shingles. Built with energy 
effi  cient materials such as zip board, Tech Shield, Low E Windows and Tank-less Hot Water Heater. 
Custom crown molding with every detail in mind. Tiled shower in Master Bath with free standing tub. 
Master Bedroom has a sitting area.Engineered Hardwood, Tile Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances are 
just some of the qualities it will hold. Bonus upstairs off ered at a diff erent price. Cathedral Ceilings in 
Master Bedroom and Living. Fireplace with stone or brick up to ceiling. Brick wall in kitchen.

17496 Hall Street - Athens - $299,000
MLS#1150742 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautiful brick home built in 2007, 3 or 4 bedrooms. Bonus room with closet can be 4th. Wood fl oors in 
living areas with carpet in bedrooms. 9’ ceilings, isolated master with glamour bath and walk in closet. 
Stained cabinetry, offi  ce off  of foyer with built in desk. Gas log corner fi replace in family room Privacy 
fenced back yard. Double attached garage plus a 24x32 Det Garage.

19155 Tammy Leigh Drive - Athens - $360,00
MLS#1128396 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

5 Bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage, and a private master suite on the fi rst level. Recently updated kitchen 
has stainless steel appliances, granite counter tops, and open fl oor plan overlooking the family room.  
Upstairs includes 2 bedrooms and 1 bath, huge bonus/game room, craft room and a fl oored attic 
storage.

PENDING!
PENDING!
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403 Schilling Street - Athens - $125,000
MLS#1154382 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Convenient to downtown Athens, close to Hospital and shopping. Spacious kitchen with 
double oven. Some beautiful original hardwoods and coff ered ceiling in bedroom. Covered 
screened in back porch with grilling deck and fenced in back yard. Nicely shaded yard.

0 Menefee Road - E. Limestone - $200,900
MLS#1135882 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Beautiful view across the street of Bird Sanctuary. This home will off er all Luxury Vinyl 
Laminate and Tile throughout, 9’ and 10’ ceilings, tile in wet areas with granite counters. 
Custom cabinets and Pantry in kitchen. Master will off er 10’ boxed ceiling, walk in closets and 
tiled shower in master bath. Gas Log fi replace in Family Room. Covered Back Porch.

16221 Kyle Morgan Drive - W. Limestone - $219,000
MLS#1153927, Christie Bennett, 256-771-3744

Coming Soon
Don’t miss this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home! Great location close to town. Awesome kitchen with 
upgraded appliances, enjoy your family and entertaining with open concept living area. Home 
has new carpet in bedrooms, fresh paint through out. One owner, great condition. Nice yard 
with new patio. Waiting on you to enjoy as much as the previous owner. Come see this great 
house!

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!
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15254 Section Line Road - W. Limestone - $135,000
MLS#1152211 - BreAnna Kuykendall, 256-777-1841

What a fi nd!!! Metal roof, hardwood fl oors, fenced in backyard, and a doggie door! This house has it all! 
The washer, dryer, and stove remain with the house. Home warranty off ered. Contact James at 256-
656-2370 or BreAnna at 256-777-1841 now to see this lovely 4 bedroom, 1 and 3/4 bath home! Realtor 
owned. The outbuilding in the backyard does NOT stay with the house, and it will be removed before 
closing.

LONNIE DALE SUBDIVISION WILL HAVE PHASE 3 OPEN SOON!
CALL TODAY — 256-656-2370, JAMES OR 256-431-7917, CHRIS

LAND LISTINGS

1800 Brookmeade Avenue - Athens - $239,900
MLS#1145164 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

Lots of outdoor living with the wrap around porch and very nice covered deck on back. Very 
convenient to town, home is located on the edge of city limits. Walk into a large sitting area with 
vaulted ceiling and beautiful hardwoods. Spacious kitchen with pantry and built in desk. Abundance 
of cabinetry, breakfast room open to Large Den. Laundry has wood cabinets and 1/2 bath. Detached 
garage with concrete drive around home to garage. Lots of parking space. Wonderfully decorated and 
immaculately kept with 12X24 workshop with electricity. All appliances stay except frig and freezer in 
garage. Window coverings stay. Contractor’s home, attention to fi ne details.

402 Crutcher Circle - Athens 
$1,200 month

MLS#1154861 - Kim Shindorf, 
256-431-7916

Coming Soon-Absolutely lovely home 
conveniently located to downtown 
Athens and very close to the Hospital. 
Very well maintained.

PENDING!
PENDING!

4524 County Road 76 - Florence
$135,00 - MLS#1130310
Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

PENDING!!  North Elkton Street
Athens - $94,000 - MLS#1142512
Linda Toone, 256-777-1069

283 York Drive - Rogersville
$32,500 - MLS#1139427
James Phillips, 256-656-2370

PENDING!! HWY. 207 - Rogersville
$15,000 - MLS#1141408
Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

COMING SOON — FOR RENT
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