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Do we really talk like Texans?
While at the breakfast table 

at a local restaurant the 
other day I overheard 

someone talking, and I could tell 
they were not from this part of the 
country because of their northern 
accent.
That got me to thinking back a few 
years when my uncle and aunt 
moved their family from Elkmont 
to Toledo, Ohio. In other words, 
they had been southerners all 
their lives and soon would become 
what then called, northerners.
Well, they were up there for sever-
al months before they came back 
here to visit. We all got to thinking 
what a difference a few months 
makes because their accent went 
from a deep southern drawl to a 
keen northern accent. We were 
not sure if they were just putting 
on for us or if the accent change 
was for real.
They lived in Toledo for several de-

cades before my uncle moved the 
family back to Limestone County. 
His family never changed their ac-

cent from northern back to south-
ern, although some of the grand-
children who were born after they 
moved back spoke with a deep 
southern accent.
People from other parts of the 

country love to hear southerners, 
like myself, talk.
My family was in Silverton, Colora-
do a few years back, and we were 
in a local restaurant there for din-
ner when we noticed people start-
ed gathering around us by moving 
their tables closer to ours. Then, 
a middle-aged gentleman walked 
up and asked if we were wonder-
ing why people were getting so 
close while we were eating.
“Why, yes,” I answered. “Well I’ll 
tell you,” he said, “we love the 
way you people talk. I’m going to 
guess, but you must be from Tex-
as,” he said.
“Nope,” I answered, “we’re from 
Alabama.”
“Well,” he replied, “I knew it was 
from somewhere down south, but 
I thought for sure it was Texas.”
I was on a train headed to nowhere 
later that year in Alaska when a 

man overheard me talking and said 
he loved my Texas accent. “It’s not 
Texas,” I told him. “I’m from north-
ern Alabama.” He replied, “I would 
not have guessed that.”
I never realized it, but I guess Al-
abamians and Texans really do 
have something in common. It’s 
the way we talk.
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Brad Stovall’s Body Shop
A top-notch business for more than 30 years

continued from page 1
By Sonny Turner

Staff Writer

Brad Stovall has been in 
the same auto body repair 
business for more than 30 

years and now employs about 20 
workers at his Tanner business.
Brad Stovall Auto Body Repair 
has been serving North Alabama 
and Southern Tennessee at the 
same repair facility which has 
grown into 30,000 square feet 
of repair space and therefore 
has the capacity to repair in 
excess of 35 vehicles at a time.
Rated A-plus with the Better 
Business bureau, the business 
has an outstanding reputation in 
the North Alabama community.
Because of this superior 
reputation, customers travel great 
distances to have Brad Stovall 
repair their vehicles. It is the 
only body shop in North Alabama 
currently using top-of-the-line 
Glasurit paint, and this paint is 
certifi ed as OEM paint for over 
150 different vehicles. The shop 
uses a state-of-the-art paint booth, 
computerized frame machine and 
welding equipment.
Brad Stovall’s Auto Body Repair 
technicians are professional and 
experienced with a combined 
auto body repair experience of 
103 years and two painters with 
31 years of experience.
“I had only had my Jeep Grand 
Cherokee less than a month in 
October 2019 when I was hit by a 
hit and run driver,” said a Huntsville 
driver. “On the recommendation 
of our insurance, with Brad Stovall 
Auto Body Repair being one of 
their preferred repair shops, 
we took our vehicle to them. 
Everyone we came in contact 
with was extremely helpful and 
kind, including Mr. Stovall. Once 
he found out we were having 
problems, he made sure the 
job was completed in a timely 

manner and the technicians did 
an excellent job with both the 
body work and paint. We would 
defi nitely (and have) used them 
for repairs again.
Another customer highly recom-
mended Stovall.
“I was referred to this shop by a 
friend from Madison, who had 
used them before. My car has 
been vandalized with tic/toc/toe 
keyed into my back gate. I got 
two estimates, one from Brad 
Stovall, and another from a well-
known body shop, and the Stovall 

estimate was half the price. It took 
about a month to get in, but once 
they had the car, it was done in 24 
hours. They did a great job, with 
no evidence of prior damage. All 
the employees were so helpful.”
“Can’t say enough good things, 
the staff was very friendly and 
prompt with getting me set up 
with an appointment and they 
did a fantastic job fi xing up my 
car,” said another customer. They 
worked directly with the insurance 
company, so I didn’t have to 
worry about anything. Highly 

recommend Brad Stovall,” said 
another customer from Elkmont.
Services at Brad Stovall’s include
free estimates, insurance
company assistance, lifetime
warranty, towing, automotive glass 
replacement, and paintless dent
repair. Payment types include
most major credit cards.
Brad Stovall’s open Monday-Friday 
from 8 to 5 p.m. and is located 
at 11848 Escue Drive in Tanner.
Give them a call at 233-5140 if 
you need assistance.
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By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

Athens has much to offer es-
pecially during the holiday 
season.  We just had Christ-

mas Open House around the 
Square with lots of activities and 
shopping for everyone.
Also, the 2022 Christmas Parade 
was Dec. 1st.  Limestone County 
residents are asked to vote on 
a theme for the parade each 
year.  This year “A Christmas in 
Candyland” won the public vote. 

Other events scheduled
this month are: 

Sippin’ Cider Festival, Dec. 10, and 
the Athens Ladies Civitan Club’s 
2022 Bells of Christmas Holiday 
Home Tour set for Dec. 11th. 
An ongoing event that you don’t 
want to miss is the Athens North 
Pole Stroll at Big Spring Memorial 
Park in the Beaty Historic District 
during the month of December.  
Trees are sponsored by individual 
families, businesses, schools, and 
area organizations.

Christmas in Athens

Tree sponsored by
Sheriff Josh McLaughlin

Tree sponsored by
Athens Utilities

Tree sponsored by
Kathleen’s Korner Salon

Tree sponsored by
Athens Renaissance School

In memory of Hugo Bates, 
The Bubble Gum Man

Tree Sponsored by
Hospice of North Alabama
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2023 Fiddlers Concert Series continued
with Russell Moore and IIIrd Tyme Out

The 2023 Tennessee Valley 
Old Time Fiddlers Concert 
Series will continue on 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 at 
7:00 pm with a performance by 
Russell Moore and IIIrd Tyme Out 
with special guest, The Becky 
Buller Band. The concert will be 
held at Athens State University in 
McCandless Hall.
For over 30 years, Russell Moore 
& IIIrd Tyme Out have been tour-
ing and releasing great, original 
bluegrass music. After spend-
ing a handful of formative years 
as a member of Doyle Lawson & 
Quicksilver (and recording some 
legendary bluegrass music in the 
process), Russell Moore formed 
IIIrd Tyme Out in 1991, and blue-
grass music hasn’t been the same 
since. IIIrd Tyme Out helped ush-
er in a new era of youthful, ener-
getic bluegrass and established a 
unique sound that has lasted well 
into the 21st century. Three de-

cades later, Russell Moore & IIIrd 
Tyme Out are one of bluegrass mu-
sic’s most-awarded touring bands 
with over 50 industry accolades 
to their credit. In 2019, Moore 
received his 6th Male Vocalist of 
the Year award from IBMA, main-
taining the record as their most 
awarded in that category.
Becky Buller is a multi-instrumen-
talist, singer, and songwriter from 
St. James, Minnesota who has 
traversed the globe performing 
bluegrass music to underwrite 
her insatiable songwriting habit. 
Her compositions can be heard 
on records by Ricky Skaggs, Rhon-
da Vincent and Doyle Lawson & 
Quicksilver, to name just a few. 
She has written songs for Gram-
my award-winning albums and is 
the recipient of 10 IBMA awards, 
including the 2016 Fiddler and Fe-
male Vocalist Of The Year as well 
as the 2020 Collaborative Record-
ing Of The Year for “The Barber’s 

Fiddle” and the 2020 Song Of The 
Year for co-writing and fi ddling 
on Special Consensus’ “Chicago 
Barn Dance.”
Tickets for the event are $15.00 
for adults/$5.00 for children and 
can be purchased by visiting www.
TVOTFC.org or calling the offi ce of 
University Advancement at 256-
233-8215.

This event is brought to you by the
Tennessee Valley Old Time Fid-
dlers Convention Steering Com-
mittee, with funding provided in
part by the Muscle Shoals Na-
tional Heritage Area, the Alabama
State Council on the Arts, and the
National Endowment of the Arts, a
federal agency.
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Breakfast with Santa and 
Limestone Sheriff’s Offi ce

Breakfast with Santa hosted 
by the Limestone County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce Behind the 

Badge.
The kids enjoyed spending time 

with Santa and Sheriff Joshua 
McLaughlin.  The cutest Fingerprint 
Rudolph Ornaments were made, 
letters were created to Santa, 
Sheriff read a Christmas story, and 
it snowed! 

Merr  y Christmas!
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By Tere Richardson

On Saturday, December 10, 
2022, from 4 to 8 p.m., 
everyone is invited to sip 

and shop in downtown Athens in 
celebration of the holiday season. 
Now in its twelfth year, the Sippin’ 
Cider Festival offers an evening of 
shopping, singing, and other fun 
holiday activities while sipping on 
winter’s favorite drink.
During the Sippin’ Cider Festival, 
participating merchants will 
prepare and offer complimentary 
sample tastings of their favorite 
hot cider recipe. Cider enthusiasts 
will vote by ballot for their favorite, 
and the cider receiving the most 
votes wins the coveted Cider Cup 
and bragging rights for the year.

While sipping on cider, guests 
can tackle their Christmas 
shopping and browse for unique 
holiday decorations. Merchants 
of downtown Athens will serve up 
plenty of gift ideas and special 
sales throughout the evening.
Additional activities include 
Christmas carols led by the 
Athens High School & Middle 
School Choir on the courthouse 
steps, eating smores on the 
courthouse lawn, visits with Santa 
and free carriage rides.  While 
shopping enjoy strolling carolers 
from Lindsay Lane Christian 
Academy Performing Arts Group.  
Need to take a break?  Sit a 
spell in Merchants Alley and hear 
Downtown with Devin and Things 

In Common Choir sing your favorite 
holiday songs.
Sippin’ Cider is a free event 
hosted by Athens Main Street. 
For specifi cs on performance 
times and a map of participating 

businesses, check out our website 
https://athensmainstreet.org/
sippin-cider/ or contact Athens
Main Street Executive Director Tere
Richardson at 256.232.9040.

12th Annual Sippin’ Cider Festival in Athens
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

Outdoor sportsmen usually 
are spending time hunting 
when the weather turns 

cold. The fi sherman has the river 
to himself except for a few duck 
hunters and crappie fi shermen.
Jonathan Johnson, manager of 
Sides Auto Body Shop East, fi nds 
time to wet a hook fi shing for his 
favorite fi sh, the bass. When the 
water drops, bass will still bite, but 
you have to slow your presentation.
Johnson said, “I slow my present-
ation and fi sh a rubber leg jig 
when the water gets in the 50’s.  
Bass strike a lot softer in the cold 
water You pick up on your rod and 
the fi sh has already took your 
offering.  The line tightens and it 
feels like you are hung on a brush 
Set the hook, most of the time, a 
bass has engulfed the jig.   I like 
the new fl uorocarbon line that has 
no stretch.”
“Deep rock bluffs where the 
channel sweeps near causing 
current is the area I target. I prefer 
for the water to have some color 
and not be gin clear. Bass feed 
on shad and crawfi sh in the cold 
months. If the water drops into 
the 30’s you will have a shad 
die off and the bass will gorge 
themselves and getting a bite is 
almost impossible.
The new technology available to 
fi shermen allows the fi shermen 
to have a set of eyes under water. 
Side imaging displays an image of 
fi sh and structure that exist along 
the bottom of the river bed.
The best tool for a fi sherman since 
the trolling motor was introduced 
is the live scope which gives 
fi shermen eyes under the water. 
This unit is so good you can see 
the bass or crappie take your bait. 
Why fi sh in the dark when you can 
see your prey? “
Another aid fi shermen have today 

is the spot lock trolling motor that 
holds your boat in a desired spot 
using GPS coordinates. The day 
of fl inging a bait up and down a 
shoreline are gone like the 2-cycle 
boat engine.
Don’t fi ght technology, get it and 
learn how to use it and benefi t your 
fi shing. Yes, people who fi sh in the 

tail waters of the dams when the 
current is ripping, will catch a bag 
of fi sh at times.
When this method fails, the 

fi sherman who is fl exible and can 
put together patterns throughout 
the day will be hard to beat in
tournaments.”    
Enjoy yourself on the river and 
be safe. Always wear a PFD and 
keep the speed down. The water 
is much colder and hypothermia
is a bigger threat.  Always keep an 
extra pair of clothes and a blanket 
in your boat in case they are
needed. A boat ladder is a good 
idea for getting back in your boat
if necessary.

Fishing in December

Jonathan Johnson with a cold water bucket mouth bass.

Jonathan and son, Callan
pond fi shing.



Christmas time was a much-
anticipated time of the year 
everybody looked forward 

to. It was a special time of the 
year when our next of kin came to 
visit. We had folks who had moved 
away looking for work. Uncle 
Leonard moved to Florida with his 
family to pick fruit in the orange 
groves. Manual labor was always 
in demand during the picking 
season. He and his boys worked 
long hours in the orange groves 
and saved most of their money.
When he had a good down payment 
he bought a small orange grove. As 
his business grew he made more 
money and kept buying groves. 
In 10 years Uncle Leonard was a 
wealthy man. Hard work and being 
thrifty paid off for his family.  
Uncle Leonard and his family 
would return to the holler for the 
week of Christmas. He drove 
a Cadillac and would load the 
trunk with oranges and Christmas 
presents. These were common 
folks who never forgot where they 
came from. He later became a 
millionaire, but you couldn’t tell it 
by the way he acted. The Cadillac 
car was the only thing he had that 
showed he had money. We were 
so excited when they drove in from 
the Sunshine State. He tried to get 
Papa to come and work for him. 
Papa would never leave the holler 
because Grandma would never 
leave her mother behind.
This bond to family prevented Papa 
from several good job opportunities. 
The fresh oranges were a real treat 
because we only had them once a 
year. We had good meals leading 
up to Christmas day.   Uncle 
Leonard enjoyed rabbit hunting, 
and we would go on a couple of 
hunts while he was in town. Papa 
kept 3 or 4 beagles for rabbit 
hunting. Sometimes we hunted on 
the creek and killed cane cutter 
or swamp rabbits. After the hunt, 
we dressed out the rabbits and 
Grandma would make some of 

the best rabbit stew you ever ate. 
We had to be careful cleaning the 
rabbits and not leave any hair on 
the meat. Grandma would call you 
out on that.
The weather would be cold, and 
a good wood fi re would keep the 
3-room house toasty. A Rook game 
would breakout after supper and 
we would play into the night. Papa 
would take a break from the game 
and pop a big bowl of popcorn for 
everybody. Sometimes he would 
make popcorn balls with molasses. 
This was a real treat, but it sure 
made your fi ngers sticky.    
The night before Christmas 
more kinfolk would come in from 
Tennessee and Mississippi. We 
made pallets in the fl oor for 

the kids to bed down. We had a 
couch that folded out into a bed. 
The adults would take up the bed 
space. In the night the fi re would 
go out and in the morning the old 
house would be pretty cold.
A dipper was kept in the water 
bucket that sat in the kitchen. It 

was common to fi nd the dipper 
frozen in the water bucket on a cold 
December night. We had plenty of 
quilts that kept us warm after the 
fi re went out. A fi re would be made in 
the cook stove for cooking breakfast. 
The cook stove soon warmed up the 
house. Cat head biscuits, country 
ham and red eyed gravy, and eggs 
made for a fi ne breakfast. A buttered 
biscuit covered with black strap 
molasses sealed the deal. 
These life experience memories 
stay in one’s mind the rest of their
life. So much could be done with 
so little. What little we had was 
shared with everybody. Nobody 
went hungry or without in our 
neck of the woods. Everybody was
expected to do their share of the 
needed work. Papa was a fi rm 
believer of hard work and didn’t 
put up with freeloading. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

A Country Christmas
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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By Phillip Jarmon
Staff Writer

Most of us have been giv-
en a nickname of some 
sorts. Some people are 

best known by their nicknames. 
My family calls me “Dr. Phil;” how-
ever, I do not hold a doctorate de-
gree - just a nickname, plus only 
my family knows me by this nick-
name. The nickname given to Jo-
seph from the Bible, a Levite from 
Cyprus, is very important today.
Let’s explore Barnabas “Son of 
Encouragement.” How important 
is it to encourage one another? 
Just think about life’s challenges 
that await in the shadows, and 
would we handle some of those 
adversities differently if given 
the proper amount of encourage-
ment? Just recently I delivered the 
2nd Sunday Night Devo at church, 
in which I emphasized the life of 
“Barnabas” and how he encour-
aged others throughout his time 
on earth.  If you have some extra 
time, do a lengthy study on Barna-
bas and you will not be disappoint-
ed in what you take away from his 
life. 
First, let’s defi ne what it means 
to encourage someone. Accord-
ing to Dictionary.com when you 
encourage someone you “inspire 
with courage, spirit or confi dence; 
stimulate by assistance, approval. 
I like what the following quote says 
about encouragement: 
“..what an amazing gift we can 
offer to others through encour-
agement! When we ‘en-courage’, 
it’s as though we actually infuse 
courage into another person. En-
couragement can provide people 
with strength to look ahead, move 
forward, and reach for the next 
goal. The whole emotional tone 
of a tough situation can be trans-
formed through encouragement.”
Now that we have the dictionary 
defi nition of encouragement, let’s 
take a look at what the Bible says 
about encouragement through 

the lens of Barnabas. Scripture 
tells us that Barnabas “was fi lled 
with joy,” “was a good man, full of 
the Holy Spirit and strong in faith,” 
and was a powerful evangelist.  It 
also says he “encouraged the be-
lievers to stay true to the Lord” 
(Acts 11:23-24).  Barnabas is just 
a nickname as his real name is Jo-
seph, the Levite from Cyprus who 
was the cousin of Mark (book in 
the Bible). The nickname Barna-
bas means “Son of Encourage-
ment.” 
If it were not for Barnabas, then 
Mark may have not completed his 
missionary journeys.  If it were not 
for Barnabas, then others in the 
early church may not have accept-
ed Paul as they did.  I mean Paul 
(previously named Saul) used to 
persecute Christians, so others in 
the early church were leery of his 
presence. 
Bro. Barnabas came to the rescue 
and helped both men fulfi ll their 
will of God.  He tried to join the 
disciples, but they were all afraid 
of him, not believing that he re-
ally was a disciple. But Barnabas 
took him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how Saul 
on his journey had seen the Lord 
and that the Lord had spoken to 
him, and how in Damascus he had 
preached fearlessly in the name 
of Jesus (Acts 9:26-27).
Sometime later Paul invites Barn-
abas to take a second missionary 
journey with him. He says yes, 
but...wants to again bring John 
Mark. Yes, this is the same guy 
who abandoned them early in 
the fi rst missionary journey, be-
fore the going got tough.
Paul and Barnabas end up 
strongly disagreeing and split up. 
Yet God clearly brings good out 
of their decision to form separate 
missionary teams. Then again, 
given the Paul-centric purpose 
of Luke’s “Acts of the Apostles,” 
Barnabas walks off the stage. 
Not only does Barnabas go on a 

second missionary journey, but he 
also accomplishes much, much 
more. In essence, Barnabas was 
an encouragement to both Paul 
and Mark. John Mark could have 
disappeared from history. But 
Barnabas comes back alongside 
Mark, encourages him, and enlists 
him back into the Lord’s service. 
Later, tradition says Mark had the 
courage to write the gospel that 
bears his name.

Few Christians have contributed 
more to the advancement of the 
church than Barnabas. Like him,
let’s go out of our way to encourage 
our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Only in heaven will we fi nd out, as
Barnabas did, what great things 
God does through our encouraging
actions and words. When you en-
courage other people, it does not
have to be the magnitude as Barn-
abas.  A simple pat on the back 
or compliment someone on their
character, or maybe encourage a 
young family at church who has 
been consistent about attending
church services.  Maybe encour-
age the cashier at the fast-food 
counter and thank them for their 
hard work.  Pay it forward per se’
because you never know how far 
a little encouragement may go.  In 
my opinion, as Christians, one of 
the most important ways we can 
contribute is to encourage each 
other.  We are all important in the 
work of the Lord and as I. Thessa-
lonians 5:11 tells us, “Therefore 
encourage one another and build
each other up, just as in fact you 
are doing. 
If you are looking for a good Bible
study, give Barnabas a try. 

Importance of this nickname is signifi cant
CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon

phillip.jarmon@acs-k12.org
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Deb’s Delights

    1 teaspoon plus 1/2 cup
        butter, cubed
    1/2 cup sugar
    1/2 cup packed brown sugar
    1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
    1/8 teaspoon salt
    1 teaspoon vanilla extract
    2 cups sifted confectioners’
       sugar
    1 cup coarsely chopped
        pecans,
       toasted
Directions
Line an 8-in. square pan with foil; 
grease foil with 1 teaspoon butter.
In a large heavy saucepan, 
combine remaining butter, gran-
ulated and brown sugars, cream 
and salt. Bring to a rapid boil over 
medium heat, stirring constantly. 
Cook, without stirring, until a 
candy thermometer reads 234° 
(soft-ball stage). Remove from 

heat. Add vanilla to pan (do not 
stir).
Cool, without stirring, to 110°, 
about 30 minutes. Beat with a 
spoon until fudge just begins 
to thicken. Gradually stir in 
confectioners’ sugar until smooth; 
add nuts and continue stirring 
until fudge becomes very thick 
and just begins to lose its sheen. 
Immediately spread into prepared 
pan. Cool.
Using foil, lift fudge out of pan. 
Remove foil; cut fudge into 1-in. 
squares. Store between layers 
of waxed paper in an airtight 
container.

by Debra Johnson

Butter Pecan Fudge from Taste of Home

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery



By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

There are many ailments that 
plague mankind. We take 
fl u shots annually and many 

other injections trying to ward off 
unwanted illnesses. But, there is 
one attack that there is not a shot 
to take to prevent-Buck Fever. This 
terrible condition can come on 
a hunter in a moment without a 
warning. When this fever attacks, 
one starts to sweat, his heart and 
respiratory rate ramps up, and 
anxiety overtakes your body like 
an uncontrollable panic attack.
The culprit is the rapid increase of 
adrenaline intended to increase 
awareness and sharpen your 
skills. The conditions only cause 
you to forget what you know about 
shooting and you close your eyes, 
jerk the trigger, and miss your target.
The longer you hunt without 
seeing a trophy buck compounds 
the problem. I remember one 
cold December morning about 8 

o’clock while sitting on my stand 
overlooking a large tract of land 
that had been farmed in corn 
during the growing season. The 
corn had been picked, but deer 
were cleaning what was left.
I had hunted this spot a half dozen 
times before and only seen doe 
and young bucks. This morning 
was cold and a big frost blanketed 
the ground like a snow. At the 
edge of the corn fi eld I saw 2 or 
3 doe acting a little nervous and 
looking back into the wood line. I 
was hunting with a 308 rifl e and 
shot a lot in the summer to keep 
my skills up. I was comfortable 
taking a 300 yard shot with the 
equipment I had. 
All at once the largest buck I had 
ever seen was standing broadside 
235 yards from my tree stand. I 
glassed the deer and his rack was 
enormous- at least 10 points with 
a big mass. The body on this buck 
dwarfed  all the other deer feeding 
nearby. This was the moment I had 

waited for.  Then without warning 
my heart starting racing and I 
developed a mild shake. Things 
were going through my head like-
don’t blow this chance of a lifetime. 
Sweat was rolling into my eyes.  
Buck fever had overcome me. 
A yard dog began barking in the 

distance which made the giant
deer nervous and he began a 
slow gated walk toward a thicket. 
I steadied my gun, put the 
crosshairs on the shoulder of the 
deer, closed my eyes and jerked
the trigger. The 308 rattled the 
open fi eld and I sit there sick at my 
stomach as I watched the deer of 
a lifetime race off and out of sight. 
Could this be a dream, did this 
really happen?   It took me a few 
minutes to regain my composure. I 
still have thoughts of the deer that 
got away because I fell ill to Buck
Fever. 
As you grow older, Buck fever is
not as bad as when you were  
young, but it’s still there. You just 
learn how to deal with it better. 
The excitement of the hunt is
what keeps us hunters getting out 
of bed at 4am and climbing into a 
deer stand when the temperature
outside is 20 degrees. Try to stay 
calm the next time that buck of a
lifetime crosses your  path.
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Dreaded Buck Fever
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Photos from the Past

E.J. Rogers was owner of a grocery store at Peete’s Corner, located at the northeast 
corner of Huntsville-Browns Ferry Road and Mooresville-Belle Mina Road. 
Copeland Grocery was across the road on the southwest corner. This photograph 
was made in August 1942. Judge James Edward Horton, Jr.

Herman Lee Troupe was born Oct. 30, 
1946, in Tanner, Alabama to Ben and 
Annie Silviline (Stovall) Troupe. He 
enlisted in the United States Army and 
served in the Vietnam War. He died in 
battle on Aug. 18, 1966, in Quang Nam 
Province, South Vietnam. He was just 
19 years old.

Mike Lindsay, J.C. Lawler and Joel Swanner
at Tanner Gin.

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320
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Buick’s 1955 models received 
major revisions particularly 
to the front and rear. The 

front grille now sported a center 
ornament, and it was the fi rst time 
since World War II that they hadn’t 
used vertical bars on the grille. At 
the rear there were the beginnings 
of a fi n with large chrome taillight 
housings. At the side the familiar 
“Sweepspear” was still there from 
the previous year.
The Century featured four 
vertiports on the front fenders, as 
did the Super and Roadmaster – 
the Special featured only three.
Both the Century and Special shared 
the slightly smaller Buick wheelbase 
at 112 inches. They came in at a 
total length of 206.7 inches.
This was Buick’s high-perfor-
mance vehicle. This was achieved 
because it had the lighter body 
of the Special but with the 

bigger engine of the Super and 
Roadmaster. Power comes from 
a 322 cubic inch Fireball V8 with 
4-barrel carburetor producing 236 

horsepower. This is paired with 
a Variable Pitch Dynafl ow Drive 
automatic transmission (a $193 
option) that was the new and 

improved version for 1955. Not
only was it more effi cient, slashing
acceleration times, but was more
fuel effi cient too.

1955 Buick Century

256-232-9115 HRAGRIPOWER.COM

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH • TANNER, AL 35671

ANY TASK, ANY TIME!

plus WE ARE YOUR PARTS 
& SERVICE EXPERTS!

L Series Compact Tractor

WE’LL HELP WITH FINANCING!
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By Jennifer Yardley Barney

I knew I was not supposed to be 
quite so excited. I was too old for 
that. At age eleven, the oldest 

and my mom’s “grown up” girl, 
I had to keep my cool. I was in 
middle school after all. But every 
chance I got, when I was alone, I 
checked each present under the 
tree. I read every tag and felt every 
package, guessing at the contents 
within. I had examined each gift 
so often that I could tell which 
present went to which person 
without even looking at the tags.
It had been a tough year for my 
family. Whenever my mom looked 
over at the tree and scattered 
presents, she would sigh and 
warn us, “There won’t be as much 
for Christmas this year. Try not 
to be disappointed.” Christmas 
had traditionally been a time for 
my parents to spoil us. In years 
past, the presents would pile up 
and spill out from under the tree, 
taking over the living room. I had 
heard the phrase “giving is better 
than receiving,” but thought that 
whoever had said that must have 
been out of their mind. Getting 
presents was the whole point! It 
was the reason I couldn’t get to 
sleep on Christmas Eve.
On Christmas morning, we eagerly 
waited in the hallway until Dad 

told us everything was ready. We 
rushed into the living room and 
let the wrapping paper fl y. We 
made weak attempts to wait and 
watch while other family members 
opened their presents, but as 
the time passed we lost our self-
control.
“Here’s another one for you,” 
said Mom as she handed me a 
package. I looked at it, confused. 
Having spent so much time 
examining the presents before 
Christmas, I recognized this one. 
But it had not been mine. It was 
my mom’s. A new label had been 
put on it, with my name written in 
my mother’s handwriting.
“Mom, I can’t…”
I was stopped by my mother’s 
eager, joyful look—a look I could 
not really understand. “Let’s see 
what it is, honey. Hurry and open 
it.”
It was a blow dryer. Though this 
may seem but a simple gift, to me 
it was so much more. Being an 
eleven-year-old girl, I was stunned. 
In my world, where receiving 
outweighed giving by light years, 
my mom’s act of selfl essness 
was incomprehensible. It was a 
huge act. Tears fi lled my eyes and 
I thought in disbelief about how 
much my mom must love me to 
give up her Christmas so I could 

have a few more presents.
I have always remembered that 
Christmas fondly. It had such an 
impact on me. As an adult with 
children in my life whom I adore, 
I can now understand my mom’s 

actions. I see how she was not 
“giving up her Christmas” as I 
had thought, but was fi nding an 
even greater joy in her Christmas 
because giving truly is better than 
receiving. My mom’s simple act 
meant the world to me.

’Tis better to give

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning Class 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Evening Class 3:00 p.m. 

on-line class Facebook Live  

Wednesday Night Class 

6:30 p.m. Classes for all ages

Come Worship With Us



HORSE SENSE

Ever ask your horse something 
and he just couldn’t do it. 
You get frustrated, mad 

and yell, ‘STUPID HORSE’, what’s 
wrong with you? Don’t you know 
anything????? You dumb animal. 
That’s a typical human reaction 
to the situation. When a horse 
doesn’t do what we ask we begin 
to blame the horse. Not taking 
into consideration we may not 
be asking in the way the horse 
understands. Oftentimes people 
will say the horse doesn’t do 
something just because he doesn’t 
want to. That’s just not the case. 
That’s a lack of understanding on 
our part, not the horse. Horses will 
usually do what we ask if we ask 
in the way they understand. This 
is where you should be thinking…
the person who reacts this way 
should get more knowledge of 
how horses learn and also they 
should remove themselves from 
the situation, meaning, they 

should make it about the horse 
and not themselves. 
When a horse doesn’t do what we 
ask, it’s not from being unwilling. 
He will do all he understands to 
do. Here’s what’s important about 
this. If you’re trying to get your 
horse to do something and he just 
doesn’t get it, what should you ask 
yourself? He doesn’t understand? 
No! He just doesn’t know what you 
are asking of him. That’s all it is. 
Take more time with your horse to 
help him understand. Try to fi gure 
out the correct way to ask. Getting 
bigger and loud is not the answer. 
Get with someone who can help 
you, someone who teaches how 
to understand the horse’s nature.
Horses don’t know right from 
wrong; they know easy. Whatever 
is easiest for them to understand 
is what they do. 
If you’re doing the wrong thing 
for the horse, you are against 

what the horse understands – his 
nature. Don’t be so hard on the 
horse. Try communicating the way 
he understands. If you don’t know, 
get someone to help you.
Be consistent and fair when asking. 
If you are not, this can confuse the 
horse. A confused horse will soon 
turn into a frustrated and mad 
horse and oftentimes balk. Then 
you have to take time to go back 
to somewhere he knows to stop at 
a positive place for the horse. 
Final note: If you don’t understand 
the nature of the horse, 
understand how they learn, how 
they communicate and how to 
know their language, how do you 
expect to make progress with your 
horses? What would help you to 
move from frustration and being 
angry or just plain giving up on 
your horse to enjoying it? 

Best thing I can tell you is this.
Get all the information you can 
from reliable resources, from 
people who have had tremendous
success with horses. You could
begin by reading, watching and
studying successful people, which 
will take you longer and many 
mistakes or you could get some 
one-on-one coaching with a good
instructor who not only knows how 
to read horses and help you move 
faster in your endeavor but who 
can also teach and knows how to 
teach each person and horses at 
the correct speed.
Good luck with your journey with
horses.

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

256-874-6781

Understanding How to Ask, is Key
 by Jim Swanner
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 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.



CALENDARCALENDAR
High Cotton Arts

Weekly Public Hours
Wednesdays & Thursdays 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Fridays & Saturdays

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Dec 10-31, 2022 - Athens 
Limestone Tourism Hosts North 
Pole Stroll  The 2022 Athens 
North Pole Stroll will return to 
Big Spring Memorial Park in the 
Beaty Historic District during the 
month of December and this year, 
we have Electric Power! Each 
tree sponsored by area agencies, 
groups, businesses, and families 
will sparkle to life after dark and 
will be decked with a variety of 
decorations and themes. Sponsor 
a tree in honor of a loved one or to 
promote your business! Only $100 
and we provide the tree! 256-232-
5411 for info.

Dec 10, 2022 -AMVETS MONTHLY 
BREAKFAST- FREE FOR VETERANS  
Every month on the 2nd Saturday 
at 7:00 am, go to the Alabama 
Amvets Post 21 at 22769 Black 
Road for a delicious breakfast 
open to the public. Only $6 and 
Veterans eat FREE.
  

Dec 10, 2022 - JINGLE BELL JOG 
5K Athens High School JROTC 
presents 12th annual Jingle Bell 
Jog 5K  8:00 a.m.  Athens Middle 
School.  Register at ACS-K12.org/
JROTC

Dec 10, 2022 - BOOK SIGNING 
BY LOCAL AUTHOR 10:00am - 
12:00pm  Meet Local Children’s 
Author Carissa Lovvorn at Houston 
Memorial Libaray December 10th 
from 10-Noon.

Dec 10, 2022 - Sippin’ Cider 
Festival 2:00pm - 8:00pm  
Downtown merchants will be 
open late for shopping and dining. 
While shopping, patrons can sip 
on cider and vote for their favorite! 
Merchants are competing for the 
coveted Cider Cup and bragging 
rights for the year. There will be 
Christmas Carols, S’mores, Visits 
with Santa and Free Carriage Rides.

Dec 10, 2022 - SWAMP JOHNS 
FUNDRAISER AT RODEO ARENA  
Owens Volunteer Fire Department 
hosting Swamp John’s food 
fundraiser at Limestone County 
Rodeo Arena. $14 per plate. 4-7 
pm only.

Dec 11, 2022 - HOLIDAY 
TRADITIONS CONCERT & GUIDED 
TOUR  Historic Mooresville invites 
guests to enjoy a Holiday Traditions 
Concert in the circa 1839 Brick 
Church featuring local Maple 
Hill Band paired with a guided 
tour through town showcasing 
Mooresville’s holiday traditions, 
past and present. Guests will 
be treated to Maple Hill Band’s 
fantastic folk renditions of classic 
Holiday tunes.  Concert begins at 
2:30 pm in The Brick Church.
Guests will be split between 2 
tour times – immediately before & 
after the concert, 1:00 pm or 3:45 
pm. Purchase tickets according 
to desired tour time based 
on availability. Reservations:
$ 5 0 / P E R S O N Yo u r P a y P a l /
credit card receipt will be your 
reservation acknowledgment.   www.
mooresvilleal.com/concertandtour/

Dec 11, 2022 - Bells of Christmas 
- 2022 HOLIDAY Tour of Homes 
Hosted by Ladies Civitan 
1:00pm - 5:00pm Proceeds 
from this fundraiser are used to 
support programs for Limestone 
County children and adults with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, college scholarships 

for local youth and other worthy 
community causes. For more 
information call 256.777.2155. 
Tickets sold at Pimento’s, Square 
Clock/Epiphany Boutique, and 
SheaLeigh’s Gifts at
MEWS.

Dec 17, 2022 - High Cotton Arts 
Deck the Halls Market  10:00am 
- 5:00pm  Live Music. 25% off 
Selected Art. Art Giveaway.
Refreshments.  Art Activities for 
kids of all ages.

Dec 20, 2022 - Book Club at 
Athens Alehouse & Cellar  6:00pm
- 7:00pm  Athens-Limestone Public 
Library hosts a new book club on 
the third Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm at Athens Alehouse &
Cellar.

Jan.8, 2023 - Berea Baptist 
Church will host Bradley Walker 
Sunday night at 6p.m.Free 
Admission. Love offering will be 
accepted. 16779 Lucas Ferry Rd.
Athens. For more information, 
contact Gary Wilson 256-497-
9763.
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

Ed Jones with a big coyote killed while deer hunting.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-431-7916

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Hubert Chittam
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-777-3330

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Diane “Curly” Hill
Realtor®

256-616-9086

Shannon Elliott
Realtor®

256-777-3311

Cathy Lamb
Realtor®

256-777+7502

Tyler Dorning
Realtor®

256-431-1789

Yesenia Armenta-Martinez
Realtor®

256-614-4587

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Andrew Ennis
Realtor®

256-777-8226

Roger McElyea
Realtor®

256-278-8798

Jenille Woodruff 
Realtor®

256-777+8881

Garrett Newton
Realtor®

256-431-4316

Gary Page
Realtor®

256-696-8990

Dylan Morse
Realtor®

256-559-4201

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

The Phillips Team
James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-656-2370
Paula Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor® 

256-777-4916
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

1000 Lindsay Lane S – Athens - $449,700
MLS#1819576 – Shannon Elliott, 256-777-3311

This spacious single-family home, on the east side of town, features numerous custom 
features that adds so much character to this traditional style property.3 large bedrooms, 
4 baths, 2 fi replaces, and amazing wood fl oors. The huge basement has a family area, a 
rec area, and a fl ex room that could be used for an offi  ce or 4th bedroom. The lot is large 
and has lovely mature landscaping.

103 Lexington Drive - Athens - $419,800
MLS#1818647 - Shannon Elliott, 256-777-3311

The southern wrap-around porch is not the only thing you will love about this 2 story 
w/ full basement-over all total 4069sq ft. The yard is well maintained with mature 
landscaping. Downstairs is the master bedroom with 2 walk-in closets and full bath. 
Dining room,large kitchen w/ breakfast area. Kitchen has new countertops, double 
oven, & a new 5 eye range top. The living room has a fi replace & built ins. Upstairs is 
2 bedrooms w/ a jack & jill bath. The study has built in bookcases and over looks the 
living space downstairs. The Basement is amazing and can be used for another living 
space or man cave with a full bath, bar, and wood burning fi replace. Huge workshop in 
basement.

21515 Holt Road – Elkmont - $279,800
MLS#1819311 – Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Great property for home business! 3 bed/1.5 bath with fresh paint thoughout. New 
carpet in bedrooms, double pane windows, metal roof 10 years old. 40 x 40 shop with 4 
roll up doors. 40 x 17 unfi nished square footage plumbed for bath and living or rec room 
(gas wall heater and window air unit) - accessed from carport. Over an acre lot. Lots of 
storage. Seller to pay purchaser’s closing costs with accepted contract.

15192 York Lane - Clements - $252,900
MLS#1817373- Garrett Newton, 256-431-4316

Brand new 3 bedroom and 2 Bath. Full Brick with isolated master. LVP throughout. 
Smooth ceilings, Custom Built Cabinets, Granite countertops, Island, Patio 12x12, 
Stainless Appliances.

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

Under Contract!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

19755 Easter Ferry Road- West Limestone - $469,900
MLS#1822332 – Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautifully remodeled home situated on 5 acres. Freshly painted throughout with new 
LVP fl ooring. Newly remodeled kitchen and baths with granite counter tops, tile back 
splash, new appliances and island. New shower and free standing tub and vanity in master 
bath. New light fi xtures throughout. Awesome deck and patio for entertaining with picnic 
area across the creek. Double detached garage plus detached storage building for lawn 
equipment, atv’s etc. 4th bedroom has French doors at entry. May be used as Bonus Room. 
Jack N Jill bath upstairs.

26462 Highway 72 – East Limestone - $249,000
MLS#1823831 – Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Well maintained home on Highway 72 East. This home can be residential or commercial. 
Currently it has a salon conducting business out of it. Plenty of parking space.

25521 Capshaw Road – East Limestone - $395,000
MLS#1822433 – Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782

Home with acreage! Check out this 4 bedroom 2 bathroom home in East Limestone with 
1.47 acres. Convenient to both Athens and Madison! This home has hardwood/tile in all 
common areas. Gas fi replace in main living room. Washer and dryer to convey. Open 
concept kitchen and dining room. Under cabinet lighting. Large sunroom with views of the 
backyard. Large side entry attached garage along with a 2 door detached garage. Above 
ground pool with large deck. Small storage building in backyard to convey.

New Listing!New Listing!

New Listing!New Listing!

New Listing!New Listing!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

SOLD!SOLD!

22369 Kennemer Lane - Athens - $529,800
MLS#1818544 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautiful 4 bedroom home built in 2018 is ready for you! Chefs kitchen has GE Cafe Series 
stainless appliances. Large island, granite tops, walk in pantry and more. Laundry room 
doubles as safe room. Built in mud bench. Isolated master has large walk in, curbless 
tile shower and soaking tub. Custom cabinetry in kitchen and baths. Upstairs bedroom/
rec room with full bath and walk in closet. Covered patio w/CF & cable access plus privacy 
fenced back yard. Irrigation system. Tankless water heater. Community amenities include 
swimming pool, tennis courts, clubhouse with restaurant, playground and fi shing ponds.

218 Whitfi eld Drive - Athens - $559,800
MLS#1819060 - Shannon Elliott, 256-777+3311

Amazing home that has been completely redone in a much sought after neighborhood. There 
are 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths with master bedroom located downstairs which has 3 closets, a 
master bath with double vanity,soaker tub,shower,& linen closet A fl ex room that can be used 
as a study, man cave, or formal room. The den has beautiful fl oors with fi replace, sunroom, a 
huge kitchen with breakfast area, dining room, new and re-fi nished fl ooring, storage for days. 
There is a storm shelter, covered deck w/hot tub, inground pool, a play ground area surrounded 
by beautiful landscaping. There is a detached garage/workshop with upstairs storage.

6091 County Road 50 – Rogersville - $520,000
MLS#1821725 – The Phillips Team, 256-777-4916

2 barns; water spickets and ponds; 3 car garage; small storage shed; 1546 sq.ft. 3-bedroom 2 bath 
manufactured home (sold AS IS) that has electricity/ water. This farm is ready to go! Fenced, cross-fenced, 
open pasture and wooded. Don’t need a farm, but want hunting land? This property can fi t that bill, too! 
Lots of road frontage and the property goes deep! There is a hand dug covered well on property as well.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

23711 Barkley Way
Tanner - $169,900

MLS#1798845,
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1406 South Hine St.
Athens - $299,000

MLS#1797713,
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

302 Wickerberry Way - Athens
MLS#1816299 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Park Place is a welcoming neighborhood within walking distance to downtown Athens. 
Walk into a wide foyer that stretch’s all the wall to the back of the home. Great fl ow, very 
well planned out space. Butler/Bar area between dining and kitchen. Custom island with 
tile counter top, backsplash and breakfast area next to bay window. Master bedroom & 
bath with large walk in closet. Very nice patio off  Master with fenced area, very private. 
Bonus area upstairs with full bath, could be a bedroom with good closet space. Side entry 
garage with new system in ‘19. Security system and sprinkler system. Just a lovely cottage 
that is so warm and inviting. New roof 2022

26390 Highway 72 East – Athens - $1,700 mo.
MLS#1818091 – Kim Shindorf,256-431-7916

Can’t beat the price for a spot on Hwy 72, East. Detached Garage, fresh paint and new LVP 
Flooring. Close proximity to I-565, I-65 & Right on 72.

19789 Riverside Street – Clements - $412,500
MLS#1821178 – Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Updated River Cabin With 180’ Of Water Frontage on The Elk River! 3 Bedrooms 2 
Bathrooms with A Basement. Master Bathroom Completely Remodeled with Tile Floors 
and Shower. New LVP Flooring Throughout the House. Spacious Kitchen with Stainless 
Steel Appliances Flows into Your Living Room with A Beamed Cathedral Ceiling. Metal 
Roof! In The Afternoons Enjoy the Screened in Porch Or The Covered Gazebo Overlooking 
The Elk River With Mesmerizing Views! Appliances Purchased In 2021. Get It Today Before 
It Is Gone!!!

Comercial LeaseComercial Lease
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