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By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

Damp weather did not keep 
residents of Athens and 
Limestone County from 

coming out to view the Annual 
Christmas parade on Dec. 3, 
2020.  The theme this year 
was, “A Christmas Wish: Love, 
Unity and Community.”  Grand 
Marshall of the parade was Betty 

Sue Christopher, who has been 
associated with the Christmas 
parade for the past 16 years.  
Streets were lined with vehicles 
and people setting up chairs along 
Hobbs Street late in the after-
noon, even though the parade did 
not start until 6 p.m.  The holiday 
season is always a fun and fes-
tive time. This year, unfortunately, 
has been different with the social 

distancing and protocols to try 
and reduce the Covid-19 spread.   
However, people managed to ad-
here to the social distancing and 
still enjoy the parade.  Athens con-
tinues to provide its citizens with 
fun events that we all enjoy.  Be-
fore the parade, there was a 
Christmas tree lighting and carol-
ing on the east side of the Square.  
Ornaments were made by local 

students.
Athens residents recently enjoyed 
the Christmas Open House around
downtown Athens.
Also, another annual event is the 
North Pole Stroll, which features 
decorated trees by local business-
es.  These trees are located at Big 
Spring Memorial Park  and can be 
viewed through December 31.

Athens’ Annual
Christmas Parade

Betty Sue Christopher was the Grand Marshall
for this year’s Annual Christmas Parade.
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Tree lighting on east side of Square before the parade.

The highlight of any Christmas Parade - Santa and his reindeer.
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The Limestone County com-
munity held its annual Christ-
mas parade, presented by 

Trustmark Bank the night of Dec. 
3rd. For those who missed the pa-
rade or want to re-watch, you can 
view a feed here: https://www.face-
book.com/LimestoneCountyAL/
videos/1332863640424873. The 
parade was narrated by Jerome 
and Tiffany Malone.
Betty Christopher, who has worked 
with the parade since 2004, 
served as grand marshal.
Entries who wished to be judged 
this year had the theme ‘A Christ-
mas Wish - Love, Unity, and Com-

munity.’ Judges included represen-
tatives from the Limestone County 
EMA, Limestone County 911, and 
Athens-Limestone Hospital. The 
winners are as follows:
Grand Prize - First Church Athens - 
Sponsored by Steelcase
1st Place - Athens First United 
Methodist Church - Sponsored by 
Beth Medley, Realtor - Keller Wil-
liams Realty Huntsville
2nd Place - Brody Jackson - State 
Farm Insurance Agent - Sponsored 
by Morell Engineering
3rd Place - Ridgeline Construction 
Roofi ng & Exteriors - Sponsored by 
Crawford’s Gifts

Best Car/Truck - Persell Lumber 
and Mill - Sponsored by RE/MAX 
Valley - Roger Elmore and Deborah 
Lamb
The parade was organized by a 
partnership between the Great-
er Limestone County Chamber of 
Commerce, Blake Williams Com-
munications, Athens Main Street, 
City of Athens, Alabama, Lime-
stone County, Ala. - Commission, 
Athens-Limestone Tourism Associ-
ation, Jerome and Tiffany Malone, 
and Maria A. Taylor.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

First Church of Athens
wins parade grand prize

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320

Grand Prize Winner First Church of Athens

First Place Winner Athens First United Methodist Church
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 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.

 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-7:00PM

Our weekend hours have changed
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

SUNDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
256-232-3811
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By Phillip Jarmon 

Kids experience a vast array 
of feelings, just as adults 
do. They can feel bored, 

anxious, sad, disappointed, em-
barrassed, and scared—to name a 
few. While most of us experience 
any number of emotions from 
day to day, we are not necessari-
ly taught how to deal with them or 
how to cope.
Kids need to learn skills to man-
age their emotions in a healthy 
way. It’s important to teach them 
coping skills that can help them 
face their fears, calm themselves 
down, and cheer themselves up.
On the fl ip side, kids who learn 
healthy coping skills at an early 
age may enjoy some big advantag-
es in life. A study published in the 
American Journal of Public Health 

discovered a signifi cant associ-
ation between social-emotional 
skills in kindergarten and well-be-

ing in adulthood. Researchers 
found that children who were able 
to regulate their emotions at 5 

years old were more likely to go 
to college and have steady jobs 
as adults. These kids also were 
less likely to use substances, be
engaged in criminal activity, and 
have mental health issues.
Let’s invest time to teach our chil-
dren good coping skills.

“We rise by lifting others.”
- Robert Ingersoll

Managing Emotions
CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

I had a friend from Tennessee 
share a deer hunt story that 
happened recently in Coffee 

County, TN. When you go into 
the woods hunting anything can 
happen. Fifteen-year-old John 
Thomas Anderson was hunting 
with family when a 9 point buck 
got within shooting range of his 
stand. This was the fi rst buck for 
the young hunter.  He took off the 
safety and took good aim and fi red 
the 300 mag, The bullet struck its 
mark, but the buck bolted away 
going out of sight. 
John got down looking for a blood 
trail indicating he had hit the big 
buck. It was getting late, after 4:30 
p.m. and the light was fading fast. 
The deer was bleeding, leaving 
a good trail to follow. The young 
hunter’s heart was beating faster 
as he expected to fi nd the deer 
any moment. His heart sank when 
he approached a sinkhole with a 
6-foot entrance. The blood trail 
lead into the mouth of the hole.
He called his dad and told 
him what had happened and 
needed some help. The deer 
was not visible in the depth of 
the sinkhole. No one had a clue 
how deep the hole was. It might 
go down 100 feet or more. The 
hunters called it a night and went 
home to return the next day with 
a trained repel person. The family 
had a friend who had experience 
using repelling rings and ropes. 
The repel ropes were tied off on 
a tree and the friend entered the 
hole and slowly descended into 
the deep hole. When the repeller 
reached about 40 feet he saw the 
deer. The deer was dead and lying 
peaceful in the bottom of the pit.
After securing the deer with a rope 
and using a mechanical lifting 
device, the big buck was winched 
back to the light of day. Everybody 
was amazed that there was no 
visible damaged to the deer with 

antlers intact after falling 40 feet 
into a sinkhole. 
Deer will spend every bit of their 
energy trying to escape after 
being wounded. They will jump 
into a creek or river trying to 
escape. I have given up bow 
hunting because so many deer 
are wounded by arrows and 
never found. My hunting buddy 
harvested a 9-point buck this year 
that had been shot by an arrow 
during bow season. The arrow had 
struck the shoulder bone. 
Congrats to John Thomas for 
harvesting his fi rst buck. It’s good 
to have friends who will help search 
out a wounded deer. Deer are 
unpredictable when they get injured.  
The last week of December is going 
to be prime rut. The late December 

full moon will peak the rut. 
Be safe when hunting.  Wear your 
hunter orange and safety belt 
when hunting from an elevated 
stand.

John Thomas Anderson with his fi rst buck.  (9-pointer)

9-point buck found at the 
bottom of a 40 foot sinkhole.

Deer being winched out
of the sinkhole by

Byron Smartt.

The deer that almost got away



Living in the western part of 
Limestone County, about the 
only weather forecast was 

from the radio station 650AM in 
Nashville. The elderly folks relied 
on watching animals to predict 
changing weather. I think this was 
January of 1966 and the weather 
was unusually warm for this time 
of year. Mama said, “The weather 
is going to take a turn toward 
the bad. I saw the pigs building 
beds yesterday.  That means cold 
weather is coming.” 
The clouds were thickening this 
Friday afternoon and a sundog 
appeared in the western sky. 
Mama said, “The weather is going 
to change overnight.  You might 
need to get some fi rewood on 
the back porch to keep it dry.” 
Dalton and I took some pick sacks 
and went to the woods and fi lled 
them with leaves. The leaves were 
placed in the doghouse to help 
against the cold weather that was 
coming.
When we went to bed it was almost 
hot. We didn’t have a fi re in the 
heater. During the night I awoke
and the house was pretty cold. I 
was sleeping under a couple of 
quilts and kept warm. The roof 
over our bedroom had some holes 
in it. I could see stars through it at 
night.
The next morning the house was 
cold and we had a dusting of snow 
covering our quilt. I jumped up and 
looked out the window and the 
ground was white. It had come a 
big snow last night. The house was 
freezing, so I got a fi re started. The 
dogs were walking around in the 
snow and it was up to their bellies.
Our lights were out because the 
heavy snow had torn down the 

power lines. We couldn’t get 
a weather report because the 
electricity was off. Humpy built a 
fi re in the wood cook stove and got 
a pot of coffee brewing. Mama got 
up and fried up some hog meat 
and made some cat head biscuits. 
An arctic front had passed 
in the night and dropped the 
temperature below 10 degrees. 
All our water was frozen, and we 
needed to water and feed the 
livestock. Dalton melted some 
snow and watered the mules and 
cows. Not much work got done 
that week. Keeping the heater 
burning and feeding the animals 
was about it.  We did put out some 
rabbit traps and caught enough 
for a rabbit stew.  A surprise snow 
is a good thing. Today the weather 
folks talk about a snow that’s 
coming a week in advance to see 
it not happen. Waking to fi nd a 
snow is much more fun.

The snow that surprised us all
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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This month’s project:
A meat cleaver

By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

If I get lucky each year I harvest a 
buck deer. Deer meat is a healthy 
source of protein. For the meat 

to reach its full potential, it must 
be fi eld dressed and washed out 
property. We have some good local 
processors in the area.  The deer 
needs to hang in a cooler for a few 
days before the processing starts.
You need to trim and remove 
bone and gristle before cooking. I 
needed a strong cutting tool for the 
job. I took a piece of stainless and 
hammered it into a meat cleaver. 
I used deer antlers to make the 
handle. It took a few hours heat 
treating the tool so it would retain 
a sharp edge. I wanted a knife 
with some weight that could cut 
through bone and not dull. The 
project took about 5 hours. 
I was proud of my cleaver and look 

forward to using it for many years 
to come. This chopping tool can 
be used for many kitchen needs. 
When it begins to dull, a couple of 
swipes from the diamond stone 
and it’s razor sharp again. Making 
useful tools out of recycled 
material is quite rewarding not to 
mention the money savings. 
Deer are in much better physically 
since feeding has been allowed in 
Alabama. Their body weight has 
gone up and they store more fat 
in their bodies. The feeding helps 
through the winter months when 
natural food like acorns has been 
consumed.  Deer come to feeders 
like clockwork.   Moultrie feeder 
units do a good job of dispersing 
the corn and they stand behind 
their products. 
Eating deer meat can save you a 
lot of money at the grocery store. 
Venison has no steroids and tends 
to have less fat than beef. Properly 

prepared after the kill and using 
proper seasoning, the wild taste can 
be conquered.  Remember to only 
harvest what you plan on eating.

Note: Metal work can be a hazard and proper 
training and safety gear is a requirement.
When heat is used, a threat of burn is 
present. This requires proper training 
always.

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

Meat cleaver hammered from recycled
material with a deer antler handle.

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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DEB’S Delights

I always love to make (and eat) 
cheese straws during the holidays. 
I try to fi nd a balance between the 
sweet and salty party snacks that 
I make.  I found this recipe in Taste 
of Home and thought it might be a 
substitute for the cheese straws.

1 - 3/4 cups all-purpose fl our

1/2 cup cornmeal

1/2 tsp baking soda

1/2 tsp sugar

1/2 tsp salt

1/2 cup cold butter

1- 1/2 cups shredded

   sharp cheddar cheese

1/2 cup cold water

2 Tbsp white vinegar

Coarsely ground pepper

In a large bowl, combine the fi rst 
fi ve ingredients.  Cut in butter until 
crumbly.  Stir in cheese.  Sprinkle 
with water and vinegar. Toss with 
a fork until a ball forms.  Wrap 
tightly in plastic wrap; refrigerate 
for 1 hour or until dough is fi rm.  
Divide dough into six portions.  
On a lightly fl oured surface, roll 
each portion into an eight inch 
circle.  Cut into eight wedges and 
place on greased baking sheets. 
Sprinkle with pepper; lightly 
press into dough.  Bake at 375 
degrees for 10-14 minutes or until 
golden brown and crisp.  Cool on 
wire racks. Store in an airtight 
container.  Yield:  4 dozen.

by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

Cheddar Pepper Crisps by Taste of Home
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By Danny Johnson

The tradition of putting up 
a Christmas tree takes me 
back to some of my fondest 

memories. Growing up in rural 
America, Christmas was a special 
holiday and a family affair. Kinfolk 
would come from distant places to 
celebrate the special holiday with 
their family.
This was a special time of year. 
There were not store bought trees 
with fancy lights or decorations. 
We would start looking for the 
perfect cedar tree in the fall while 
we were squirrel hunting. There 
were several requirements for 
the special tree. It must be about 
6 feet tall and full of limbs. The 
main rule was it could have only a 
single top. A double top tree was 
looked over.
The tree was cut about a week 
before Christmas and placed in a 
big bucket of water to support it. 
The fresh cut tree would absorb 
quite a lot of water. We used wood 
to heat the house, and if the tree 
was put up to early it would dry 
out and become a fi re hazard.
Everybody pitched in to make 
ornaments for the evergreen 
cedar tree. Popcorn was strung in 
long rope like strings. The popcorn 
was draped around the tree. Crape 
paper was made into ornaments. 
We had a good collection of glass 
ornaments that we collected over 
the years. A star was place at the 
top of the tree.

The cedar tree added an aroma 
smell to the house I would never 
forget. Fresh cut cedar has a 
smell of its own. Presents were 
laid under the tree for the family
members. Mistletoe was hung 
throughout the house over the
door ways. 
Papa had a Victrola record 
player and would play Christmas 
music and everybody would sing 
along. “White Christmas” was my 
favorite. 
On Christmas Eve, our kinfolks
would start arriving and the fun 
began. We had kinfolk as far away 
as Elkhart, Indiana coming in. 
Most families had 3 to 5 children.
Pallets were made on the fl oor for 
sleeping.
We were so glad to see each other 
we talked into the night before 
falling into our slumber.
Christmas day was fi lled with
eating, opening presents, and
hearing stories about the year’s 
achievements.
Some of the older cousins were 
married and this was the fi rst time
we got to meet the new additions 
to our family. We called the new 
comers ‘city slickers’. They were 
used to indoor plumbing and 
had to adjust to country life. We
always remembered Christ was 
the reason for the season.
         

A Cedar Christmas tree
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Vintage Pictures

Civil War Re-enactment Roxanne Clem 1970
Rodeo Queen

Glenn Johnson making molasses with Terry Chittam looking on.

Turkeys move to town.

The late Paul “Bear” Bryant watching pregame warmups.

The L&S Supermarket building coming down. It served the public 
and provided many jobs to high school students. It was built in 1954.
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7809 US HWY 31 S
TANNER, AL 35671
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M5 SERIES TRACTORS

ASK ABOUT GREAT LOW-RATE FINANCING!

M6 SERIES 
TRACTORS

WE ARE 
YOUR PARTS 

& SERVICE 
EXPERTS!

M

Of the many outstanding 
American cars from the 
1950s, one of the most 

recognizable, by both name 
and appearance, is the 1953 
Buick Skylark. The Skylark was 
brand-new in 1953; its name 
was chosen to celebrate Buick’s 
50th anniversary. This stunning 
automobile was based on Buick’s 
experimental sports car, the 
XP-300, which created a huge 
amount of excitement in 1952. 
With so many customers wanting 
to place orders for an XP-300, 
Buick banked on that interest and 
built the Skylark.
The 1953 Skylark was one of the 
most expensive cars in Buick’s 
lineup and today is a bona fi de 
collector’s item, with excellent 
examples bringing more than 
$100,000. After the 1954 
Skylark, of which only 836 were 
built, some will argue that the 

1953 Skylark is the next most 
collectible Buick. Some say it’s 
the 1970 GSX or the last Grand 
National GNXs, but those experts 
we talked to say the 1953 Skylark 
is the one to collect. So, if you’re a 
diehard Buick afi cionado and are 
willing to spend the money, this is 
the car for you.
Built only as a convertible and based 
on the Roadmaster drivetrain, these 
were the cars of the stars; Milton Berle, 
Bob Hope and Jackie Gleason were 

some of the better-known celebrities 
that drove them. The Skylark’s 
exclusive nature was such that Buick 
engraved the original owner’s name 
in silver on the tripartite medallion in 
the horn button.
With only 1,690 built, searching 
for one will certainly take some 
time. As one would expect for such 
limited-production cars, they’re 
not cheap, and restoration costs 
can easily exceed six fi gures. In 
2006, a ‘53 Skylark was sold for 

$383,400, yet the world-record 
price for one is $495,000; that 
car was sold during RM Auction’s 
sale of the McMullen Collection.
However, these were both
concours-restored cars of the 
highest quality, so take heart--one 
in #3 condition (if you can fi nd it)
should be in the mid-fi ve-fi gure
bracket, depending on how much
work it needs and how many of its
original parts are missing.
The sole engine for the Skylark
was an all-new “Fireball” 322-
cu.in. V-8 with 188 horsepower. 
With a bore and stroke of 4.0 x 
3.2 inches, these were well-built
engines that featured specially 
designed dome-shaped cylinder
heads. Those cylinder heads were 
engineered to concentrate the 
fuel charge at the precise point
where its explosive force would
most effectively push the piston 
down its bore. 

The stunning 1953 Buick Skylark
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

2020…what a year!!! When you 
think back to January, did you 
ever imagine what this year would 
be like? Did anyone guess that 
we would have a record number 
of wildfi res and hurricanes? Did 
anyone guess that we would run out 
of toilet paper…twice? Did anyone 
guess that we would lose pop 
culture icons like Sean Connery, 
Alex Trebek, and Darth Vader? I 
mean…2020 took Darth Vader! 
Oh ya…not to mention a crazy 
election, a worldwide pandemic, 
quarantine, a lockdown, no school, 
and constant mask wearing. 2020 
has been wild. 
It’s typically about this time when 
we start thinking about turning 
the page on this year and looking 
ahead to the next. We make our 
resolutions, create goals, and 
start our planning. This year, 
more than ever, we are ready for a 
fresh start. We are ready to forget 
2020 and move on to something 
greater. I hate to be the bearer 
of bad news, but our problems 
won’t go away just because the 
calendar changes to a new year. 
That means, if we want to see 
change, we will make the decision 
now.
Instead of waiting for good things 

to come to us, it’s time we make 
good things happen. 2020 was 
diffi cult for many reasons, but that 
doesn’t mean we need to write off 
the rest of the year. If you have 

resolutions and goals, why are you 
waiting? Get up and get started. 
Instead of complaining about our 
bad year (which I already did in the 
fi rst paragraph), make a decision 
to fi x your problems and change 
your future.
Solomon gave us a bit of wisdom 
when he told us to be more like 
ants. Yes, in Proverbs 6, Solomon 
encourages us to start acting 
more like a tiny insect. He says, 
“Go to the ant, you sluggard; 
consider its ways and be wise! It 
has no commander, no overseer 
or ruler, yet it stores its provisions 
in summer and gathers its food 
at harvest” (Prov. 6:6-8). The ant 
has enough common sense to 
accomplish a few things. First, 
the ant doesn’t need to be told 
what to do. Yes, there’s a queen in 
the colony. But she’s not barking 
orders. Instead, the ants are wise 
enough to see what needs to be 
done and then do it. Second, the 
ant doesn’t wait for winter to come 
to fi nd his winter food. Instead, he 
takes action immediately, knowing 
that hard work right now, will show 
huge rewards later.
We’ve all had a bad year. That 
doesn’t mean we need to wait 
until 2021 to get a better year 

started. What are you waiting for? 
Start your goals and resolutions. 
Change your outlook and your 
attitude. You can make the 
changes right now. Be like the ant. 

Have enough common sense to 
see what needs to be done in your 
life and what changes need to be 
made. And then be proactive to 

start making those changes and
having a better year. 
2020 was rough, but today will be
better…if you choose to make it so.

Why Wait?
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. “At risk” service where masks 

will be mandatory for people who feel more comfortable 

wearing masks or who have preexisting conditions and 

need to wear a mask for their safety. 

Sunday Morning 10:15 a.m.  Masks will be optional. 

Livestream service will be at 10:15 on Facebook Live. 

Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered on Facebook Live.  

Studies on the “Big Picture of the Bible.” 

Wednesday Night 6:30 p.m.  Resuming in-person classes 

for all ages following Covid-19 guidelines.



HORSE SENSE

Hello to all our non-horsey 
people. This Article was 
inspired by an incident a 

friend encountered. As you non-
horse people may not know, a 
horse is an in-to pressure animal. 
That means they push into 
and through pressure, whether 
physical or mental. Also, what 
you may not know is that a horse 
is a prey animal such as a deer, 
antelope, rabbit or squirrel. Their 
defense is to fl ee from what 
they perceive as a dangerous 
situation. When fl eeing from 
these dangerous or perceived 
dangerous situations a horse 
will go, what we call in the horse 
world, right brained. That means 
that is the self-preservation side, 
the reactive side, the non-thinking 
side. A horse will kill itself trying to 
save itself.
I wanted to give you non-horse I wanted to give you non-horse 
people this little bit of information people this little bit of information 
to tell you the following. When you to tell you the following. When you 
are around horses please don’t are around horses please don’t 
assume they are a pet. They are assume they are a pet. They are 
a horse; a 1000 pound reactive a horse; a 1000 pound reactive 
quick as lightning, 100s of times quick as lightning, 100s of times 
stronger than we are. Their reaction stronger than we are. Their reaction 
time is so fast you won’t even see time is so fast you won’t even see 
it happening until it has happened it happening until it has happened 
and then it is often too late.and then it is often too late.
As I stated, these animals are not As I stated, these animals are not 
pets such as a dog or cat, they are pets such as a dog or cat, they are 
a horse.a horse.
All that being said, here is the All that being said, here is the 
situation; you are driving down the situation; you are driving down the 
road and you see someone leading road and you see someone leading 
(or riding for that matter) a horse (or riding for that matter) a horse 
or horses down the road or down or horses down the road or down 
the ditch beside the road because, the ditch beside the road because, 
the horse for some reason got the horse for some reason got 
out of their fence or maybe the out of their fence or maybe the 
people are just out for a ride or people are just out for a ride or 
stroll, it really doesn’t matter the stroll, it really doesn’t matter the 
reason here is what should be reason here is what should be 
done by the person driving the done by the person driving the 
vehicle. Slow down to almost a vehicle. Slow down to almost a 
crawl, pull as far as you can to the crawl, pull as far as you can to the 
opposite side of the road from the opposite side of the road from the 
horses and pass with care. As I horses and pass with care. As I 

said, the reaction time of a horse said, the reaction time of a horse 
is lightning fast and they can be is lightning fast and they can be 
out in front of you before you can out in front of you before you can 
apply your brakes or if you startle apply your brakes or if you startle 
them by not observing the afore them by not observing the afore 
mentioned, you could cause the mentioned, you could cause the 
rider or handler grave injury.rider or handler grave injury.
Here’s the scenario, a driver is Here’s the scenario, a driver is 
approaching someone leading approaching someone leading 
or riding their along the road.  A or riding their along the road.  A 
driver in a vehicle drove by, not driver in a vehicle drove by, not 
slowing down and pushed down slowing down and pushed down 
on the horn. Sometimes people do on the horn. Sometimes people do 
this just for a laugh or to see what this just for a laugh or to see what 
the horse will do. Let me tell you the horse will do. Let me tell you 
this, this is not a laughing matter this, this is not a laughing matter 
to us horse owners and it won’t be to us horse owners and it won’t be 
to the people who do these acts to the people who do these acts 
either once someone is hurt or a either once someone is hurt or a 
horse is hurt because of their lack horse is hurt because of their lack 
of intelligence.of intelligence.
If you’re driving and encounter a If you’re driving and encounter a 
horse, PLEASE slow down. A horse horse, PLEASE slow down. A horse 
can jump sideways into traffi c.can jump sideways into traffi c.
If you’re walking, on a bike or If you’re walking, on a bike or 

running where horses could be, running where horses could be, 
when you encounter a horse and when you encounter a horse and 
rider, PLEASE STOP, speak to the rider, PLEASE STOP, speak to the 
folks. Ask permission to proceed….folks. Ask permission to proceed….
Horses LEGALLY have the right of Horses LEGALLY have the right of 
way on most trails.way on most trails.
Please keep your children still and Please keep your children still and 
clear from the horses. Speaking clear from the horses. Speaking 
will let the horse know you aren’t will let the horse know you aren’t 
a threat.a threat.

Approaching from behind, PLEASE Approaching from behind, PLEASE 
speak to allow the horse and rider speak to allow the horse and rider
know you are approaching.know you are approaching.
I know most people know this but I know most people know this but 
there are some that don’t.  Thank there are some that don’t.  Thank 
youyou

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.comwww.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses throughEnjoying Horses through

CommunicationCommunication
256.874.6781256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ PodcastHost ‘All About Horses’ Podcast
www.facebook.com/www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia/jimswannermedia/
Owner K-I-N StablesOwner K-I-N Stables

Horse Boarding FacilityHorse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship SessionsNatural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one or groupsAvailable one-on-one or groups

Available for ClinicsAvailable for Clinics
Speaker, ClinicianSpeaker, Clinician

Writer for:Writer for:
The Valley Star;The Valley Star;

The Star newspapersThe Star newspapers
Personal page:Personal page:

www.facebook.com/www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.9jimswanner.9

Professional page:Professional page:
www.faceboook.com/www.faceboook.com/

JimSwannerJimSwanner
www.facebook.com/www.facebook.com/

jimswannermediajimswannermedia
www.facebook.com/www.facebook.com/

jimswanner.kinstablesjimswanner.kinstables

Horses are fearful Prey Animals
This is a reprint from a previous publication. It’s important…

 by Jim Swanner
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CALENDARCALENDAR
Dec 1-31, 2020 -- Athens North Pole 
Stroll in Big Spring Memorial Park 
(100 North Beaty Street in Athens) 
open until Midnight. Bring the family 
and stroll among the beautifully and 
creatively decorated trees that twinkle 
to life as the sun goes down.  Free and 
Open to the public.   Tree sponsorships 
available starting September 1, 
2020 but earlier inquiries welcome, 
sponsorship deadline November 16, 
2020.    Information: 256-232-5411 or 
visit VisitAthensAL.com/2020-ANPS
Dec 11 - 13, 2020 -- CANCELED --  
“The Christmas Story” Drive-Thru 
Story of the Birth of Jesus at Emmanuel 
Baptist Church (1917 U.S. Highway 
72W in Athens) from 6:00PM-8:30PM. 
Enjoy the story of Christ birth from 
the comfort of your car and the audio 
provided as you drive by the carefully 
crafted vignettes featuring animals and 
people from the Bible.   Free and open 
to the public.
Dec 12, 2020 -- The Ausome Kid 
Book Launch at Impulse Performing 
Art Studios (27669 Capshaw Road in 
Harvest) from 1:00PM-3:00PM.  Come 
meet Brailynn, The Ausome Kid, and 
explore her adventure “Brailynn goes to 
Paris France”.  Bring your camera and 
snap your pick with the Ausome Kid.
Dec 12, 2020 -- 10th Annual Sippin’ 
Cider on the Square in downtown 
Athens, AL from 5:00PM-8:00PM.  
Grab your Christmas Shopping List and 
come check off your gifts while sipping 
specially-made cider at participating 
merchants.  Cast your vote for your 
favorite cider and the merchant with 
the most votes wins the Cider Cup 
and bragging rights.  All local and state 
COVID-19 guidelines will be enforced.
Dec 12, 2020 -- 45th Annual Joe 
Wheeler Parade of Lights at the 
Marina (4403 McLean Drive in 
Rogersville) from 6:00PM-9:00PM 
with viewing from banks between the 
Lodge and Marina, any lodge room or 
from inside Daniella’s Restaurant. Rain or 
Shine. Christmas Buffet starting at 4:00PM, 
reservations suggested.  To reserve a 
room, please call:  256-247-5461

Dec 14, 2020 -- Swamp John’s To-
Go with Elkmont HS Band at Big 
Lots Parking Lot (603 U.S. Highway 
72E in Athens) from 4:00PM-7:00PM. 
$12.00 per plate of fi sh, tenders, shrimp 
or combination plus sides. Request 
tickets via any Elkmont Band Member 
or via Facebook Messenger Elkmont 
Band Boosters at @PrideoftheHilltop.  
Monies benefi t the EHS Pride of the 
Hilltop Marching Band.
Dec  14, 2020 -- Ardmore Christmas 

Parade with lineup at 5:00PM 
at Ardmore High School (30285 
Ardmore Avenue in Ardmore, AL) with 
judging from 5:00PM-6:00PM.  No fee 
to participate.  Parade will get underway 
at 6:30PM and will route up Ardmore 
Avenue to Main Street.  Attendees 
are encouraged to practice six-foot 
social distancing, wear masks, sanitize 
hands, and other Covid-19 protocols.    
For more information: Mary Hobbs 256-
423-2549
Dec 18, 2020 -- Swamp John’s Dinner 
Fundraiser LCSO Deputy Fields at the 
Limestone County Sheriff’s Rodeo 
Arena (18032-18098 Buck Island Rd, 
Athens -- just past the Market/Elm 
Street intersection on the right)  from 
4:00PM-7:00PM featuring plates of 
fi sh, tenders, shrimp or combinations 
plus french fries, slaw, hush puppies, 
and drink for $12.00. Monies will help 
Deputy Shield and his family as they 
seek treatment and open heart surgery 
for their 6-month-old son, Case, at 
Vanderbilt Medical Center in January to 
repair a hole in his heart. Carryout with 
social distancing protocols in place. For 
more information or to pre-order tickets, 
256-232-0111cial distancing protocols 
in place. For more information or to pre-

order tickets, 256-232-0111
Dec 19, 2020 -- Harleys for Hope 
Teddy Bear Run with Redstone 
Harley-Davidson (15100 AL-20 at 
I-565 Exit 3 at Greenbrier in Madison) 
from 9:00AM-4:00PM.  Come ride 
as the Redstone H-D, HOG Chapter 
4052, and Law Tigers Alabama deliver 
teddy bears to the kids at the Rescue 
Mission in Huntsville; The Kids to Love 
Foundation; the Children’s Ward in 
Huntsville Hospital; and Toys for Tots.  
Donations welcome - the cost of each 
Build-a-Bear $11.00 - donations can be 
sealed in an envelope, label “Harleys 
for Hope”, and dropped off at Redstone 
H-D.
Dec 19, 2020 -- Pictures with Santa 
& Mrs. Claus with Redstone Harley-
Davidson (15100 AL-20 or Exit 3 
Greenbrier on I-565 in Madison) from 
2:00PM-5:00PM.

Dec 23-25, 2019 -- Christmas
Observance -- local governments, area
agencies, attractions, restaurants and 
shops may be closed or have modifi ed
hours of operation in observance of this 
holiday.  Please call ahead to confi rm 
availability and hours.

December 25

Merry Christmas
Dec 31, 2020 -- New Year’s Eve 
Observance-- local governments, area
agencies, attractions, restaurants and 
shops may be closed or have modifi ed
hours of operation in observance of this 
holiday.  Please call ahead to confi rm 
availability and hours.
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Big Madison County buck harvested.

The daughter of Allen Moore, of East Limestone, killed this 
buck while hunting with her family recently

in Giles County, Tenn.

Jason Hill with a 252 pound 11-pointer taken
on Redstone Arsenal.

Randy Sain with a big Limestone County buck.

Deer Season is here!
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Seven-year-old Lincoln Chandler and his fi rst ever buck.
Lincoln is the son of Keith and Stephanie Chandler of Athens.

Tyler McCarley of Elkmont with a large buck.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

PRODUCERS Million $$$ Club

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Paula Phillips
Realtor®

256-777-4916

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

BreAnna Kuykendall
Realtor®

256-777-1841

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

James Phillips
Associate Broker/ Realtor® 

256-656-2370

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

302 Suffi  eld Street 
Athens - $179,900

MLS#1157245
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

NEW - Windows and Roof, Gas Central unit 5 years. This home has 
great potential off ering 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living room, dining 
and den with built in cabinets. Attached workshop. Refrigerator, 
Range/oven and dishwasher - 2 yrs. Some wood fl oors. Home 
SOLD “AS IS”
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16221 Kyle Morgan Drive - West Limestone - $219,000
MLS#1153927 - Christie Bennett, 256-771-3744

Don’t miss this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home! Great location close to town. Awesome kitchen 
with upgraded appliances, enjoy your family and entertaining with open concept living area. 
Home has new carpet in bedrooms, fresh paint through out. One owner, great condition. Nice 
yard with new patio. Waiting on you to enjoy as much as the previous owner. Come see this 
great house!

940 County Road 570 - Rogersville - $275,000
MLS#1137152 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

BOAT HOUSE!! ANDERSON CREEK!!
Basement home with boat house for two boats and electric lift. Enjoy the view of the water 
off  one of two decks. Home has new 30year 
architectural shingle roof, HVAC 2019, New 
windows through out, New Storm Doors and 
3 year old hot water heater. Home features 
2 gas fi replaces, wood beams, and wood 
staircase to basement. Massive storage. never 
worry abut the electricity with a generator 
backup. Indoor workshop with gas heater and 
concrete fl oors. Electricity all around decks. 
Washer and Dryer to remain. TV in basement to stay. Main kitchen on 1st fl oor with bar that 
sits 4 and a kitchen in basement . Lots of windows and natural light.

WATERFRONT!!

WATERFRONT!!

CONTINGENT!

CONTINGENT!

303 Longview Street - Athens - $148,500
MLS#1770494 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Conveniently located to downtown Athens and Hwy 72 this home has many updates. New 
Luxury Plank Flooring through out, New Paint, Light Fixtures, Tile, Tile Backsplash, New 
Windows, New Siding and Soffi  t and New Back Patio. This home off ers a sitting room off  the 
patio that has lots of natural light. New Laundry with cabinetry and counter for work space. 
Lots of shade from Mature trees in the front.
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23446 St. John Road - E. Limestone - $282,500
MLS#1145918 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Brand New Construction with Farmhouse exterior appeal. Located just East of town this home is 
convenient to Athens and Madison. Wrapped in Hardi Board and 30 year shingles. Built with energy 
effi  cient materials such as zip board, Tech Shield, Low E Windows and Tank-less Hot Water Heater. 
Custom crown molding with every detail in mind. Tiled shower in Master Bath with free standing tub. 
Master Bedroom has a sitting area.Engineered Hardwood, Tile Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances are 
just some of the qualities it will hold. Bonus upstairs off ered at a diff erent price. Cathedral Ceilings in 
Master Bedroom and Living. Fireplace with stone or brick up to ceiling. Brick wall in kitchen.

15240 Gordon Road - Clements - $255,000
MLS#1154874 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Lovely brick home with full basement. 2010 - New windows. 2014 - Complete new kitchen to include 
built in appliances. New Engineered hardwoods, roof and one water heater. Master bath remodeled. 
2015 - New covered deck. 2018 - 2nd water heater. 2019 - Picture window in dining room replaced and 
new central. This home is move in ready. Situated on very nice wooded lot. Detached storage building. 
Basement level - laundry, living/play area, bedroom, 3/4 bath, walk in closet, storm shelter, single 
garage and workshop.

19155 Tammy Leigh Drive - Athens - $360,00
MLS#1128396 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

5 Bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage, and a private master suite on the fi rst level. Recently updated kitchen 
has stainless steel appliances, granite counter tops, and open fl oor plan overlooking the family room.  
Upstairs includes 2 bedrooms and 1 bath, huge bonus/game room, craft room and a fl oored attic 
storage.

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!
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403 Schilling Street - Athens - $125,000
MLS#1154382 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Convenient to downtown Athens, close to Hospital and shopping. Spacious kitchen with 
double oven. Some beautiful original hardwoods and coff ered ceiling in bedroom. Covered 
screened in back porch with grilling deck and fenced in back yard. Nicely shaded yard.

17477 Carillon Drive - Athens - $292,000
MLS#1154781 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431+7916

Spectacular home in subdivision with scenic stocked community pond, pavillion, and inground 
pool. Walk into 14+ Ceilings in the greatroom, gas log fi replace, formal dining, heavy crown 
molding, trey ceilings, hardwood and tile fl ooring. Open fl oor plan with gourmet kitchen, lots 
of granite counter space, maple glazed cabinetry throughout. 4th bedroom upstairs can also 
be a rec room and has a full bath. Covered porch on back with a fenced in back yard.

1800 Brookmeade Avenue - Athens - $239,900
MLS#1145164 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

Lots of outdoor living with the wrap around porch and very nice covered deck on back. Very 
convenient to town, home is located on the edge of city limits. Walk into a large sitting area with 
vaulted ceiling and beautiful hardwoods. Spacious kitchen with pantry and built in desk. Abundance 
of cabinetry, breakfast room open to Large Den. Laundry has wood cabinets and 1/2 bath. Detached 
garage with concrete drive around home to garage. Lots of parking space. Wonderfully decorated and 
immaculately kept with 12X24 workshop with electricity. All appliances stay except frig and freezer in 
garage. Window coverings stay. Contractor’s home, attention to fi ne details.

CONTINGENT!

CONTINGENT!
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FOR RENT: 14744 Norfl eet Drive • E. Limestone • $1,700 mo.
MLS#1770766 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Home has lots of great open living space, Hardwoods in all main living, crown molding 
and wainscoting. Rent includes yard treatment and lawn care. Situated on a corner lot and 
convenient to Madison and Athens.

FOR RENT: 16008 Wright Road • Clements • $900 mo.
MLS#1770842 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Great Find, partially furnished with pear and pecan trees on property. Very close to the river 
and right outside of the town of Athens. Yard will be maintained by tenant in other home 
on property. This home has fairly new stainless steel refrigerator, stove, Washer & Dryer and 
security system.

23292 St. John Road - E. Limestone - $251,451
MLS#1155645 - realtor, phone

New home currently under construction in Lonnie Dale Subdivision, North AL’s Newest Farmhouse 
Community. This beautiful 1809 sf home boasts of 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. A magnifi cent kitchen with a 
huge pantry that opens up to a spacious living/dining area welcomes you into this charming Southern 
home. A spacious front porch with a side screened porch lets you enjoy outdoor living in comfort and 
style. Beautifully constructed as only CGS Construction, Lonnie Dale’s premiere builder, will do.

PENDING!
PENDING!

LAND LISTINGS
REDUCED!! 4524 County Road 76 - Florence- $124,00 - MLS#1130310 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Blue Springs Drive - Clements - $35,000 - MLS#1157502 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300
283 York Drive - Rogersville - $32,500 - MLS#1139427 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

Blue Springs Circle - Clements - $35,000 - MLS#1157501 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300
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