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Tornado hits Lester area

The National Weather Service has determined that an EF-1 tornado, packing winds in excess of 90 miles-per-hour, hit the Lester 
area in western Limestone County the afternoon of Jan. 1. Workers with MJ Excavation repaired and uprighted a shooting house
here that was damaged by the wind. The tornado caused widespread tree damage in the area. The story and more photos of the
storm damage are on Page 3.
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One cold morning Maurice 
awoke from his dreams and 
sat up in bed and listened. 

He thought he heard a knock at 
his window; but though the moon 
was shining brightly, Jack Frost 
had been so busily at work that 
Maurice could not see through the 
thickly painted panes. So he crept 
sleepily out of bed, and opened 
the window, and whispered: “Who 
is there?”
“I am,” replied a tinkling voice. “I 
am the little New Year, ho! ho! And 
I’ve promised to bring a blessing 
to everyone. But I am such a little 
fellow I need somebody to help me 
distribute them. Won’t you please 
come out and help?”
“Oh, it’s so cold!” said Maurice; 
“I’d rather go back to my warm 
bed; “ and he shivered as Jack 
Frost, who was passing, tickled 
him under the chin with one of the 
frosty paint brushes.
“Never mind the cold,” urged the 
New Year; “please help me.”

So Maurice hurried into his 
clothes, and was soon out in 
the yard. There he found a rosy-
cheeked boy a little smaller than 
himself, pulling a large cart which 
seemed to be loaded with good 
things. On one side of this cart 

was painted the word “Love,” and 
on the other “Kindness.” As soon 
as the New Year saw Maurice he 
said, “Now please take hold and 
help me pull;” and down the drive-
way and up the hill they travelled 
until they came to an old shanty.
“Here is where I make my fi rst 
call,” said the New Year. Mau-
rice looked wonderingly at him. 
“Why, nobody lives here but an 
old man who works for us; and he 
hasn’t any children!” “He needs 
my help,” said the New Year; “for 
grown people like to be thought of 
just as much as children do. You 
shovel out a path to his door, while 
I unload some of my blessings; 
and the little hands went busily 
at work, piling up warm clothing, 
wood, and a new year’s dinner, the 
New Year singing as he worked:
“Oh, I am the little New Year; ho! 
ho! Here I come tripping it over 
the snow, Shaking my bells with a 
merry din; So open your door and 
let me in.”
Old Joe, hearing some noise out-

side, came to the door, and when
he saw all the nice gifts the tears 
ran down his cheeks for gladness;
and as he carried them into the 
house, he whispered: “The dear
Lord has been here tonight.”
“Where am we going now?” asked 
Maurice, as they ran down the hill.
“To take some fl owers to a poor 
sick girl,” answered the New Year.

continued on page 12
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By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

The phrase has been coined, 
“Everybody talks about the 
weather, but no one can 

do anything about it.” The new 
year was welcomed in with re-
cord warm temperatures. Having 
80-degree temps on New Year’s 
day is just plain strange.
Our planet is going through a 
warming trend. The El Ninos and 
La Ninas that set up off the coast 
of South America has an effect 
on the weather systems that 
cross the US. We currently are 
under a developing La Nina which 
trends to bring a warmer winter 
to the Southeast. The warmer 
temperatures contribute to more 
severe storms when cold fronts 
move across the U.S. 
New Year’s Day with the warm 
weather, high dew points, and 
strong lower lever winds brought 
warm, moist air from the Gulf of 
Mexico and made the weather 
conditions perfect for rotating 
super cell thunderstorms.
Through most of the day, a warm 

layer of air prevented a lot of 
sheer which causes super cell 
storms was in place. Toward late 
afternoon the warm air began to 
break down allowing severe storms 
to start developing. A 300-yard-
wide storm touched down west of 
Lester, AL doing severe damage to 
some prime timber and destroying 
a tractor shed.  The path was hit 
and miss as it tracked toward the 
North East town of Bethel, TN.
The story tracked across a scarcely 
populated area. No injuries 
and just property damage was 
apparent. One of the residents 
reported the wind sounded like a 
jet airplane crossing the hollow. 
The storm came within 300 yards 
of a resident.We were lucky not 
to have more severe weather that 
day with the conditions as they 
were. The local meteorologists do 
a great job giving us warnings a of 
couple days ahead of time when 
bad weather threatens. The push 
alerts and radar apps available 
can be life savers. The one and 
most important thing is having 
a safe place to take shelter in a 

moment’s notice when a tornado 
warning is issued. Unfortunately, 
we still lose many people to 
weather events because they 
don’t have a shelter or fail to take 
cover. 
Having a personal storm shelter 
at your home with easy access 
is my favorite way to stay safe. If 
you have pets no one wants to          

leave them behind. There are
many safety shelters to choose
from today. I have heard the state
is offering a state tax break to help
cover the expense of constructing
your own shelter. To sum it up,
pay attention to the local weather
forecast and warnings and have a
plan for taking cover if the need
arises.  

Tornado in Northwest Limestone 
continued from page 1

Tornado destroyed this wooded area in the Smith Hollow

Tractor shed destroyed
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 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-6:00PM

Our weekend hours have changed
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

SUNDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
256-232-3811

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Do you love all things 
chocolate? Do you love 
great places to shop and 

dine? If so, you will not want to 
miss Athens Main Street’s popular 
Chocolate Walk.
The Chocolate Walk will take place 
on February 5, 2022, from 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.
The self-guided event will start at 
the Athens Main Street offi ce (107 
N Jefferson St), where walkers will 
pick up their pre-paid ticket(s), a 
map to participating businesses, 
and their bag to collect their 
chocolate goodies.
Visit all the businesses and be 
entered to win $25 “Love Bucks” 
that can be redeemed at any 
of the downtown businesses. 
Participating businesses will also 
have special sweet deals the day 
of the event.
Only 300 tickets will be sold for 
this popular event. Tickets will 
go on sale Tuesday, January 25, 
2022, at Noon.  They can ONLY 
be purchased online through 

Eventbrite.  Tickets are $7 (plus 
processing fee).
Last year, tickets sold out within 
48 hours of release. 

Get yours early!
Patrons can visit

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ 
238540540177

to sign up to receive a reminder 
or to purchase tickets on or after 

Monday, January 25, 2022,
at noon.

Annual Main Street Chocolate Walk
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 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP

• Sporting Goods Retailer • Screen Printing 

• Embroidery • Trophies • Laser Engraving 

• Sublimation • Vinyl Lettering • Awards 

• Promotional Products • Spirit Wear 

701 Hwy 31 S 

256-232-6038
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Chronic Wasting Disease Detected
in Lauderdale County, Alabama

A sample recently collected 
from a hunter harvested, 
white-tailed deer in west-

central Lauderdale County has 
been confi rmed positive for 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). 
This is the fi rst case of CWD 
detected in Alabama’s deer herd.
“CWD was fi rst detected in 
Tennessee and Mississippi in 
2018 and has been moving 
slowly toward Alabama,” said 
Chris Blankenship, Commissioner 
of the Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (ADCNR). “The 
Department has implemented 
multiple proactive regulations to 
combat the spread into Alabama. 
Compliance from the public on 
those measures helped delay the 
spread into the state for several 
years.”
CWD is a member of the group 
of diseases called transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathies 
(TSEs). CWD among cervids is a 
progressive, fatal disease that 
commonly results in altered 
behavior due to microscopic 
changes made to the brain of 
affected animals. An animal may 
carry the disease for years without 
outward indication. In latter 
stages of the disease, signs may 
include listlessness, lowering of 
the head, weight loss, repetitive 
walking in set patterns and a lack 
of responsiveness.
The sample from the CWD-positive 
deer was submitted as part of the 
state’s ongoing CWD surveillance 
and volunteer testing program. 
Preliminary tests performed 
at the Alabama Department 
of Agriculture and Industries 
discovered the non-negative case, 
which was then confi rmed positive 
by the National Veterinary Services 
Laboratories in Ames, Iowa.
“I would like to thank the hunters 
for their voluntary assistance 
in providing samples for CWD 
testing and we need hunters 
now more than ever,” said 

Commissioner Blankenship. “We 
take the presence of this disease 
very seriously which is why we 
developed a plan of action using 
CWD best practices to deal with 
the disease if or when it was 
discovered in Alabama. The plan 
was developed in cooperation 
with the Alabama Department of 
Agriculture and Industries, other 
state and federal agencies and 
various stakeholder groups. We 
are currently working with our 
partner agencies and hunters to 
implement that plan. Our staff is 
prepared, and the Department 
will do whatever is prudent and 
reasonable to protect the state’s 
deer resources and our hunting 
culture.”
Due to CWD detection in 
Lauderdale County, ADCNR has 
enacted a new regulation for 
Lauderdale and Colbert counties, 
as outlined in Alabama’s CWD 
Surveillance and Response Plan. 
All of Lauderdale and Colbert 
counties are designated as a 
CWD Management Zone (CMZ). 
The area west of U.S. Highway 
43 in Lauderdale County to the 
Mississippi and Tennessee state 
lines and south to the Tennessee 
River is designated as a High-
Risk Zone (HRZ). The remainder 
of Lauderdale County and all of 

Colbert County is designated as a 
Buffer Zone.
Within the CMZ, there will be 
no seasonal or daily bag limit 
restrictions and no antler 
restrictions for deer (antlered and 
unantlered) harvested on privately-
owned or open-permit public 
lands in Lauderdale or Colbert 
counties through the remainder of 
the 2021-2022 deer season. This 
also includes the following Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMA) and 
Community Hunting Area (CHA), 
Lauderdale WMA, Freedom Hills 
WMA, Riverton CHA, and Seven-
Mile Island WMA. On those WMAs, 
hunters will be allowed to harvest 
any deer daily through February 
10, 2022. These changes do not 
apply to any other county, WMA or 
CHA in the state.
Hunters are required to submit 
heads for CWD testing from all 
deer harvested within the HRZ 
in Lauderdale County at drop-off 
freezer locations or at scheduled 
ADCNR mobile sampling stations. 
Hunters who harvest deer 
within the Buffer Zone are highly 
encouraged to submit heads 
for sampling at drop-off freezer 
locations within the CMZ.
It is critical that hunters 
understand the movement of 

harvested deer will be limited
within the management zone.
Deer harvested within the HRZ
must remain and be disposed of
within the HRZ. Deer harvested
within the Buffer Zone must
remain and be disposed of within
the CMZ. Deboned meat, cleaned
skull plates and raw hides with
no visible brain or spinal cord
tissue may be taken outside of
these zones. Transporting deer
carcasses out of the management
zone can potentially spread CWD
to currently unaffected areas.
Hunting license and Game Check
requirements remain in effect for
all white-tailed deer harvests.
“Now that we have detected CWD
in Alabama, our primary objective
is to determine the prevalence of
the disease in the area affected,”
said Chuck Sykes, Director of
ADCNR’s Wildlife and Freshwater
Fisheries Division. “The new
regulation is intended to increase
the opportunities for hunters to
supply samples for CWD testing.
We need hunters to continue to
hunt and submit deer heads for
testing. These additional samples
will help us better determine the
extent of the disease in this area.”
Additional details pertaining
to Game Check, the new
regulation and guidance on
best management practices for
transportation, disposal and
testing of harvest for each zone
can be found at outdooralabama.
com/cwd-info.
The Alabama Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources promotes wise
stewardship, management, and
enjoyment of Alabama’s natural
resources through four divisions:
Marine Resources, State Lands,
State Parks, and Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries. Learn more
at outdooralabama.com.
For more information, please visit
https://www.outdooralabama.
com/cwd/cwd-alabama .
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A dog at home is good for your health
THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

I lost my bulldog to old age four 
years ago and it was hard to 
take. Ole BuBu was certainly one-
of-a-kind and hard to replace.
But since then, we’ve added Tuffy 
to our household. He is a Boston 
Terrier and full of energy. He 
adds laughter to our household.
I did a little research and according 
to facts I received, it’s no secret 
that pets make you feel good 
and make a real impact on your 
mental and physical wellbeing. 
When you come home to a purr 
or wagging tail at the end of a 
stressful day, the sudden wave 
of calm you feel isn’t just your 
imagination. Research suggests 
that your fl uffy friend truly is good 
for your physical and mental 
health. 
If you have a dog, those daily 
walks are helping to keep your 
cholesterol in check, says 
Rebecca A. Johnson, PhD, director 
of the Research Center for 
Human-Animal Interaction at the 
University of Missouri College of 
Veterinary Medicine. Plus, a survey 
by the Australian National Heart 
Foundation revealed that people 
who own pets, especially men, 
tend to have lower cholesterol and 
triglyceride levels.
Simply being in the same room 
as your pet can have a calming 
effect. “A powerful neurochemical, 
oxytocin, is released when we 
look at our companion animal, 
which brings feelings of joy,” says 
Johnson. “It’s also accompanied 
by a decrease in cortisol, a stress 
hormone.”
Pets may reduce your blood 
pressure. It’s a win-win: petting 
your pooch or kitty brings down 
blood pressure while pleasing 
your pet. Researchers at the 
State University of New York at 
Buffalo discovered that in people 
already taking medication for 
hypertension, their blood pressure 
response to stress was cut by 

half if they owned a cat or dog.
In addition, a dog is the best 
companion for a stroll — even 
better than a friend. Johnson — 
co-author of Walk a Hound, Lose 
a Pound — led a study at the 
University of Missouri that found 
that dog walkers improved their 
fi tness more than people who 
walked with other people.
The experts say pets reduce 
your cardiovascular disease risk 
by lowering your cholesterol, 
stress, and blood pressure levels 
which combined with increased 
fi tness may add up to a reduced 

risk of cardiovascular disease. 
Pets may also prevent allergies 
in children. If you had a pet as 
a kid, you may be in luck. In a 
study published in Clinical & 
Experimental Allergy, children who 
were exposed to pets before they 
were six months old were less 
likely to develop allergic diseases, 
hay fever, and eczema as they got 
older.
Studies also show that pets relieve 
depression, help ease chronic 
pain, and improve relationships. 
Studies also show that pets are 
very sensitive to their owners’ 

behavior, which can be helpful for 
those who suffer from diabetes.
“Pets are completely non-
judgmental, don’t have an 
agenda, take you at face value, 
and they don’t care what you 
look like or how you behave — 
they love unconditionally, and 
that boosts self-esteem,” says 
Johnson, who added that pets 
bring your family closer together.
Whether you make your kids take 
turns walking the dog or it’s always 
your job to feed the cat, research 
has proven having a pet is good 
for the whole family.

Tuffy posing in my living room on a cold winter day.
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

By Chuck Vessels
Guest Writer

Well, I did it again.  I told 
you I would probably give 
Canada travel another 

try.  It wasn’t much better.  But, 
I had already paid for the hunt 
and wanted to see it through.  I 
am caught up now and glad to 
be home.  Considering the issues 
with the Global Pandemic I don’t 
expect to do anymore international 
hunting.
We originally planned to hunt the 
Mountain Caribou in the Yukon 
two years ago with Jim Shockey 
Adventures.  We hunted our 
Yukon Moose with Jim Shockey’s 
team in the Rogue River Valley 
three years ago and really 
enjoyed the professionalism and 
the adventure.  So after waiting 
on all the regulations, logistics, 
and politics we made it back to 
the Yukon the fi rst two weeks 
of October.  We hunted with 
Ryan, Taylor, and Wojo of the Jim 
Shockey Adventures TV show.  
Because this was a late season 
hunt and the fl oat planes could not 
land on frozen lakes, we hunted 
out of Shockey’s personal camp 
that has a crude and very rough 
landing strip.  Since we were the 
fi rst hunters in the camp the strip 
was covered in over two feet of 
snow.  I will describe the landing 
as a really short roller coaster ride.  
We hunted in minus six degree 
weather using snow machines, 
outfi tter series Argos, and on 
foot.  The valley fl oor was along a 
series of mountain drainages and 
relatively  narrow.  The stalks were 
as much as 2500 foot vertical 
climbs on snow covered ground 
that was like walking on a water 
bed full of bowling balls that was 
in various stages of frozen.  We 
would have to hang on to branches 
of mountain birch and buck brush 

for stability and to keep from 
sliding down hill.
Our snow machine rides included 
a lot of roll overs and crashes 
including one instance of another 
hunter breaking through the ice 
and sinking the machine with 
a short swim to the bank.  The 
recovery video should make it on 
an episode of Shock Therapy TV 
show next season. Watch for me 
winching the snow machine out of 
the lake with my Argo.  I can also 
vouch for the Yukon Guide Series 
fl oating rifl e case that saved the 
rifl e.  It never got damaged or wet.
We saw a lot of mountain caribou 
but nothing like the hundreds you 
imagine in long migrations.  The 
mountain caribou actually do 
not migrate that far every year 
and have to be spotted in the 
mountains in family units/herds.  

We did see more than the guides 
expected for late season and after 
six really cold days I was able to 
harvest my bull with a 443 yard 
steep-up hill shot with about a 
1300 yard climb.  I was using 
a custom 300PRC chambered 
rifl e. We had to drag the caribou 
diagonally across a cliff to a rare 

fl at spot for the picture you see.  
He had some points broken and 
missing from recent fi ghting 
during the rut (breeding season).  
He was estimated at over 900 
pounds.  On this trip we saw three 
wolves that were out of range and 
running.  And we saw tracks from 
a grizzly that walked through camp 
one night but we never heard or 
saw it.
We had a snow storm move 
in and it fi nally gave us a risky 
option for fl ying the drainages 
and river valleys winding our way 
back to Whitehorse.  We were 
not able to fl y over the tops of the 
mountains and straight back.  At 
several times it seemed liked you 
could reach out the window and 
touch the side of the mountain.  
In the end I believe this was my 
last mountain hunt.  There is no 
amount of training that is enough 
to get you ready for the physical 
challenges.  One of the other 
hunters had to go twice as high as 
me to get his Caribou.  Ryan said 
he has taken Dall sheep lower 
than that.  My body is too broken 
and full of arthritis and nerve 
damage for that.  So from now on 
I will embrace my limitations.
Next chance you get, take a child 
or fi rst time hunter with you.  Be 
safe and have fun!

2021 Yukon Mountain Caribou

Chuck Vessels with a Mountain Caribou he harvested.



Papa used to tell me stories 
from his past growing up in 
the Smith Holler. He said the 

Smith Hollow was a rough place 
to be if you were an outsider. We 
knew everybody that grew up 
there and a stranger stuck out 
like a sore thumb. We didn’t take 
to new comers in the hollow, and 
they didn’t reside there very long. 
We had our own brand of law and 
order.
Everybody watched out for their 
next of kin.  It took the sheriff a 
couple of days riding to come and 
investigate a crime. Most of the 
time it was more trouble than it 
was worth to make the long trip. 
If he did come over nobody would 
talk to him. But things went along 
fi ne without him. A thief was 
quickly dealt with . We didn’t allow 
any abuse to the women folks. 
Chicken thieves got a load of bird 
shot in their back side.   
There were several active shine 
stills being operated in the 
hollows with good spring water. 
This was a source of revenue 
during the depression. A good 
drink was pretty easy to come by. 
The shiners kept several cur dog 
around and it was impossible to 
slip up on the operation. The cur 
dogs woke up mad. They would 
often bite the owner trying to pet 
them. Horseback was the means 
of travel.
The men folk had places in the 
woods where they would shoot 
dice and play cards. Shine was the 
favorite drink and things got pretty 
rough after a while. If one man got 
to winning too often he would be 
called a cheat and a fi ght would 
break out. Papa said he saw some 
pretty good bare knuckle fi ghts 
before the night was over. He said 
certain men had a repetition of 
carrying a knife and would use it 
if the need arose. Papa kept a 32 
caliber pistol in his coat pocket for 
protection and everybody knew he 
was a crack shot. A knife didn’t 

stand much of a chance against a 
thumb cock pistol. 
Papa said in the summer months 
they would take a wash pot and 
have a chicken stew in the woods. 
Money would be passed hand to 
hand. If you committed to a deal 
you was good to make it happen. A 
man’s word was his bond. A hand 

shake sealed the deal. We were 
all pretty good friends and helped 
each other on the farm if help was 
needed. Most families had 5 or 6 
kids and they did a lot of the work.
Living a rough life serves you well. 
A man grows up to be a man and 
protects his family and makes 
men out of his sons. Mothers 

teach their daughters and the 
men teach the sons how to work 
and provide for their family. It was
common for the kids when they 
were old enough to marry and 
live at home until they could save 
enough money for their own place.
Life was hard, but we enjoyed life
and never went to bed hungry.

Whiskey and gambling don’t mix
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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The strongest, most inspiring 
people in history are the ones 
who chose to love regardless 

of their circumstances. What gives 
some people the ability to love 
where others fail? Faith. Faith is 
the decision to love, no matter the 
circumstances. And the more you 
choose love, the greater your faith 
will grow.
It’s easy to lose hope in this up-
side-down world full of poverty, 
war, and pain. Love, under these 
conditions, can seem pointless—
even weak. But it’s just the oppo-
site. Love can be diffi cult. But if 
you ask me, it’s our greatest pur-
pose. 
Whether you’re struggling with the 
fear and isolation of the COVID-19 
pandemic or you’re just having 
one of those weeks where nothing 
seems to go right, relying on faith 
can help carry you through. And 
now abide faith, hope, love, these 
three, but the greatest of these is 
love (I. Corinthians 13:13, NKJV). 
One thing I love about being an 
educator are the opportunities we 
have to help other adults in the 
building, students, and even par-
ents, in Christian love. If you have 
a particular student in your class-
room who seems to have exces-
sive behavior issues, outside of 
major health/academic issues, it 
is amazing how much a student 
will respond to lifting them up 
each day.  We tend to be experts 
on getting onto kids, but why do 
we fi nd it diffi cult to lift them up 
10x more than we get onto them. I 
try to fi nd time every single day to 
lift a parent up as well.
For example, I had a student who 
had been struggling the 1st nine 
weeks, but she worked so hard 
during the 2nd nine weeks to 
bring her grade up.  I took just a 
few minutes to call the mother 
and let her know how proud I was 

of her daughter.  You have to be 
intentional when loving other peo-
ple.   And now abide faith, hope, 
love, these three, but the great-
est of these is love (I. Corinthi-
ans 13:13, NKJV). 
When we do go through hard-
ships, whether they be fi nancial 
troubles, painful relationships, 
damaged health or questioning 
our self-worth, it is hard for us 
to realize that God is still always 
working in us. This is because as 
humans we use our belief based 
on what we see and not by faith, 
which is what God tells us to fo-
cus on. Second Corinthians 5:7 
tells us it can be diffi cult to trust 
God during uncertain times, but 
as believers we know that His 
ways are not our ways, and He 
will ultimately work all things for 
good.
For the believer, love is the foun-
dation for every good thing in our 
lives. Without love, nothing else 
matters.

Love never fails
CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon
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EASTER
INDEPENDENCE DAY
JUNETEENTH
LABOR DAY
VETERANS DAY

CHRISTMAS
MEMORIAL DAY
NEW YEARS DAY
THANKSGIVING
CINCO DE MAYO
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DEB’S Delights

This easy recipe for Slow 
Cooker Beef and Noodles 
is your new go-to for busy 

weeknight comfort food!
Ingredients

2 pounds beef stew meat
1 (.87-ounce) packet brown
gravy mix
1 (1-ounce) packet au jus mix
1 cup water
1 (12-ounce) package
wide egg noodles

Instructions
In the crock of a 4 to 6-quart slow 
cooker, stir together the meat, gravy 
mix, au jus mix, and water.  Cover 
and cook on low for 6 to 8 hours.  
Cook the noodles according to the 
package instructions. Serve the 
noodles topped with the beef.

by Debra Johnson

Slow Cooker Beef and Noodles 
Author, Stacey Little | Southern Bite

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery



Soon they came to a small white 
house, where the New Year 
stopped. “Why, Bessie lives here,” 
said Maurice. “I didn’t know she 
was sick.” “See,” said the New 
Year, “this window is open a little; 
let us throw this bunch of pinks 
into the room. They will please her 
when she wakes, and will make 
her happy for several days.”
Then they hurried to other places, 
leaving some blessing behind 

them.
“What a wonderful cart you have,” 
said Maurice; “though you have 
taken so much out, it never seems 
to get empty.” “You are right, 
Maurice, there is never any end to 
love and kindness. As long as I fi nd 
people to love and be kind to, my 
cart is full of blessings for them; 
and it will never grow empty until I 
can no longer fi nd people to help. 
If you will go with me every day 

and help me scatter my blessings, 
you will see how happy you will be 
all the long year.”
“A happy New Year!” called some 
one; and Maurice found himself in 
bed, and his sister standing in the 
doorway smiling at him. “Have you 
had a pleasant dream, dear?” she 
asked.
“Why, where is the little New 
Year?” said Maurice; “he was just 
here with me.”

“Come into Mamma’s room and
see what he has brought you,”
answered his sister. There in a
snowy white cradle he found a 
tiny baby brother, the gift of the 
New.Year. How happy Maurice 
was then! But he did not forget his 
dream. Old Joe and Bessie had
their gifts, too, and Maurice tried 
so hard to be helpful that he made 
all his friends glad because the
happy New Year had come.

… a bear has 42 teeth
… an ostrich’s eye is bigger than 
its brain
… rabbits like licorice
… a lobsters blood is colorless but 
when exposed to oxygen it turns 
blue
… armadillos have 4 babies at a 
time and are all the same sex
… reindeer like bananas
… the longest recorded fl ight of a 
chicken was 13 seconds
… birds need gravity to swallow
… a cat has 32 muscles in each 
ear
… goldfi sh can see both infrared 
and ultraviolet light
… cats spend 66% of their life 
asleep
… macadamia nuts are toxic to 
dogs
… spiders are arachnids and not 
insects
… Koalas sleep around 18 hours 
a day

… all insects have 6 legs
… African Grey Parrots have 
vocabularies of over 200 words
… a giraffe can clean its ears with 
its 21 inch tongue
…  cats have over 100 vocal chords
… camel’s milk doesn’t curdle
… elephants sleep between 4 - 5 
hours in 24 period
… it’s possible to lead a cow up 
stairs but not down
… frogs can’t swallow with their 
eyes open
… elephants are the only mammal 
that can’t jump

… frogs don’t usually swallow 
water (they absorb most of the 

moisture they need through their 
skin)
… at birth dalmations are always 
white
… hummingbirds are the only bird 
that can fl y backwards
… a duck can’t walk without 
bobbing its head
… a hummingbird’s heart beats at 
over a 1,000 times a minute
… dragonfl ies have 6 legs but 
can’t walk

The Little New Year continued from page 2
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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Photos from the Past

The little sternwheeler, Ora Lee, ferries cattle, cars and a truck north across the Tennessee River, from Decatur to Limestone County, sometime 
before Keller Memorial Bridge opened in 1928 and made crossing the river easy.

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320

Collier Crow, Margaret Crow, 
James H. Crow Jr. and Fanny 
Bess Crow took a dip in the 
Tennessee River in the summer 
of 1927 in the area where Point
Mallard is located today.
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The Volkswagen Microbus (or 
Type 2) is kind of a funny 
name, depending on how 

you look at it: It’s either a really, 
really big van, or a really, really 
small bus (hence its name). The 
Type 2 was a forward control 
panel van introduced in 1950 by 
Volkswagen, but it really came 
into prosperity during the ‘60s, 
when it became the archetypal 
“hippie van,” and a symbol of the 
counterculture movement. It was 
the opposite of the Beetle, big 
rather than tiny, though it shared 
some similarities, including a rear-
mounted air-cooled engine and 
rear-wheel drive.
The car remains iconic for many 
hippies today, thanks to its 
popularity in the ‘60s. Like the 
Beetle, it has numerous nicknames 
worldwide, with the “hippie van” 
just being one of them. The Type 

2 was in competition with the 
1947-81 Citroen H Van, the 1959-
80 Renault Estafette, and the 
1953-65 FR Layout Ford Transit. 
But as the production of the Type 
has been going on since 1949, 
and is still in production today, 

you can see that it outlasted all 
the competition. It’s still a pretty 
common sight on roads around 
the world, even though the 1964 
U.S. Chicken Tax directly curtailed 
importation of the German-built 
Type 2s that qualifi ed them as 

“light trucks,” or commercial vans.
Sales declined in the U.S. by two-
thirds from the previous year, and
today the Chicken Tax still remains
in effect.

Volkswagen Type 2

KUBOTA’S RTVS

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH • TANNER, AL 35671
HHHHHHHHRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIPPPPPPPPOOOOOOOOWWWWWWWWEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR.COM

SPECIAL LOW 
RATE OFFERS 

GOING ON NOW!

RTV X900 RTV X1100C

RTV SIDEKICK RTV 520

Kubota’s heavy-duty, high performance RTV 
Series utility vehicles give you the power 
and durability to tackle the toughest tasks 
on any terrain. H&R Agri-Power has a great 
selection of mid to full-size utility vehicles.

plus WE ARE YOUR PARTS 
& SERVICE EXPERTS!
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH  by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning Service 

Worship time 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered 

on Facebook Live.  

Wednesday Night classes 

6:30 p.m. for all ages.

Earlier this month, we all rang 
in the new year. Millions of 
people counted down the 

last few moments of the year 
in anticipation for a fresh start. 
January 1st is always an exciting 
day. We have family traditions like 
eating certain foods, watching the 
New Year’s Day Rose Parade, or 
watching some football. However, 
January 1stt is also exciting for 
some other reasons:
• It’s a fresh start: Sometimes 
when life is hard, we just need 
a “do over.” This is your chance. 
Use January as your “do over.” 
Has it been a rough 2021? Have 
you spiritually slumped? Have 
you stopped attending classes or 
worship services? Have you gotten 
in the habit of not reading your 
Bibles? Have you stopped praying 
to God? This is your chance for a 
fresh start. Open your Bibles and 
read. Open your heart and talk to 

God. He’s waiting for you! 
• It’s a clean break: Whatever was 
holding you back in 2021, it’s time 
to break free. Was sin pressing you 
down? Was it apathy? Laziness? 
When that ball drops at midnight, 
it’s an opportunity to leave the 
previous year behind. Let 2021 
stay in 2021. Paul reminds us in 
Philippians two that we need to 
forget the things that are behind 
us and reach forward to the things 
that are ahead. You have a good 

life ahead of you, you just need to 
let go of whatever is holding you 
back. Remove the sin, remove 
the bad infl uences, remove to 
negativity. Break free. Press on. 
Keep going. This is your chance to 
start over.
• It’s a blank canvas: You have a 
brand new book to write. 365 new 
pages. 12 chapters. What will you 
do with the blank pages? The year 
ahead of us is not written in history 
yet. That means you get to decide 
what to write. Sure, there will be 
circumstances out of our control, 
but even in those moments, we get 
to decide how we respond. Choose 
what your year will look like. Choose 
who you will serve. Choose to let 
your light shine. Choose to serve 
others. Choose to become more 
involved with the church. Choose 
to live a better life. It’s a blank 
canvas…so get to work.
A majority of people will take this 

new year and treat it just like all 
the rest. A majority of people who 
make goals and resolutions will 
fail by the end of the fi rst month. 
You have a choice. Will this year 
be the same as all the others? 
Are you going to let sin win? Are 
you going to continue to be pulled 
down and held back? Or will it 
be your fresh start? Your clean 
break? Your blank canvas? Only 
you have the power to change 
your life. This is your opportunity. 

This is your chance to make the 
changes you’ve always wanted 

to make. It’s time to get to work! 
Here’s to the new you!

A Fresh Start



HORSE SENSE

I will begin by saying, congra-
tulations on getting your new 
friend if you are getting a horse 

for Christmas or you got on. Horses 
can be a blessing and a great joy 
in our lives. Now is the time to 
begin to understand them. Don’t 
do something or get in a situation 
that may cause you to have a fear 
develop. 
You just got your horse, now is the 
time to begin the learning process 
and journey. Learn all you can and 
it will never be enough. But you 
will begin to understand. There is 
no magic when learning. It takes 
discipline, perseverance, effort 
and desire. 
You are now the owner of a real 
live, breathing, eating animal 
that cannot take care of itself. It 
is YOUR awesome responsibil-
ity, EVERYDAY. There will be no 
excuses that will be great enough 
for your horse not to be cared for 
and no off days.

I ask you to do everything you 
can to care for your new friend. 
Make sure it has plenty of 
feed, clean fresh water (very 
important) everyday. A horse can 
drink up to 15 gallons of water per 
day. They can eat up to 28 pounds 
of grasses and hay per day.
Don’t think it is just an animal, 
think of it as your partner. Owning 
a horse can be a great and 
wonderful journey for you.
Here are a few things I will recom-
mend for you to do. Go ahead and 
register with an equine veterinar-
ian, so they will be familiar with 
you and your horse and have re-
cords for you. 

Ask around for referrals for a 
good Farrier and get established 
with them as well. 
Also, something you may or may 
not have heard of or seen before 

is an equine Chiropractor. Yes, I 
said equine Chiropractor. Horses 
sometimes need adjusting too. 

To maintain a healthy horse, do 
some reading and studying to gain 
some knowledge of the care of a 
horse. 
Everything I have mentioned pre-
viously has to do with the physical 
part of the horse.

Here’s something more that is 
very important for you to know. 
You need to understand how the 
horse thinks. To understand why 
he acts the way he does, you have 
to understand the secrets of the 
horse’s mind. 
Horses have personalities like 
people have personalities, except 
in horses we call them horse-
analities. It is good for us to know 
how to interact with each horse-
anality. All horses are NOT the 
same and shouldn’t be handled 
the same. 
Horses fi t in 2 categories; Right 
Brained behavior (the fear side) 
and Left Brained behavior (the 

thinking side). Knowing how 
to interact with your horses’ 
particular horse-anality is very 
important. But fi rst you need to 
know which one your horse is.
With all things I have mentioned, 
the most important is safety for 
you and your horse. Know how 
to be safer around your horse. 
Don’t put yourself in a position to 
get hurt. Don’t assume anything 
with your horse. Your horse is not 
to be handled like a dog. It’s not 
a pet. It is a prey animal that can 
hurt us very quickly simply by just 
playing or being afraid. They use 
dominance games we think are 
sometimes cute, but they really 
aren’t and shouldn’t be allowed. 
When we get hurt around horses, 
it’s not the horses fault. WE didn’t 
prepare the horse properly.

Yours and your horse’s safety is 
very important. I would suggest 
you get in a classroom setting 
(where it is offered) to begin your 
learning before you go and do to 
learn what to do or what not to do.
If you would like more information 
please contact me at 256-874-6781 
about one of our 2 hour workshops, 
Learning about your horse.

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com

Enjoying Horses through
Communication

256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ Podcast
www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia/

Owner K-I-N Stables
Horse Boarding Facility

Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one or groups

Available for Clinics

Speaker, Clinician

Writer for:
The Valley Star;

The Star newspapers

Personal page:
www.facebook.com/jimswanner.9

Professional page:
www.faceboook.com/

JimSwanner
www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia

www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.kinstables

So You’re Getting a Horse
for Christmas, Now What?

 by Jim Swanner
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CALENDARCALENDAR
Jan 15, 2022 -- Mac and 
Cheese Throw-Down & Luke 
Wood at Redstone Harley-
Davidson (1500 AL-20 at 
I-565 Greenbrier Exit 3 in 
Madison) from 11:00AM-
3:00PM. Come enjoy music 
with Luke Wood. Think you’re 
the Mac of Mac N Cheese? 
Serve it up! Enter your Mac N 
Cheese dish for a chance to 
win a $200 Gift Card! If you’re 
interested in entering the 
Throw-down email Hayden! 
hbryars@redstonehd.com. 
Fun for the whole family - 
tasting ticket free. For more 
information: 256-274-4356
Jan. 15, 2022 -  Drive Thru 
Food Distribution at Tanner 
School 9am-11am
CANCELLED: Jan 17, 2022 -- 
Vietnam Veterans Spaghetti 
Lunch (17915 W Elm St, 
Athens). Dinner is 11:00AM-
2:00PM. Meal includes 
Spaghetti, Texas toast, salad 
or coleslaw, dessert and a 
beverage for $8.00. Eat in 

or take out.  All proceeds go 
to High School Scholarship. 
Delivery available within the 
City Limits.  
CANCELLED:  Jan 17, 2022 -- 
Vietnam Veterans Spaghetti 
Dinner (17915 W Elm St, 
Athens). inner is 5:00PM-
7:00PM. Meal includes 
Spaghetti, Texas toast, salad 
or coleslaw, dessert and a 
beverage for $8.00. Eat in or 
take out. Shady Grady One 
Man Band performs at the 
dinner time. All proceeds go 
to High School Scholarship. 
Delivery available within the 
City Limits.
Jan 18, 2022 -- Martin Luther 
King, Jr Day Observed -- -- local 
governments, area agencies, 
attractions, restaurants and 
shops may be closed or have 
modifi ed hours of operation 
in observance of this holiday.  
Please call ahead to confi rm 
availability and hours.  
Jan 18, 2022 -- Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day Program 

at location TBD with the 
Limestone County NAACP, 
City of Athens and Limestone 
County Commission featuring 
student essay winners, special 
presentations, and presentation 
of awards starting at 10:00AM.  
For more information: Bernard 
Simelton 256-426-6406/256-
444-1300
Jan 20, 2022 - Kenny & 
Amanda Smith at the 
Fiddlers Concert Series in 
McCandless Hall (Athens 
State University 300 North 
Beaty Street in Athens 
starting at 7:00PM. Kenny 
and Amanda Smith Band 
combines gutsy, heartfelt 

vocals, brilliant instrumental 
talents, and a powerful, 
contemporary sense of song 
choice and arrangement into
one of the most compelling 
new sounds in bluegrass 
today. Part of the Athens
Forever Bicentennial Series, 
this event is brought to you 
by the Tennessee Valley Old 
Time Fiddlers Convention 
Steering Committee and the 
Livingston Concert/Lecture
Series. Advanced tickets
only, seating limited. Tickets 
$5.00-15.00 (plus tax and
fees) at Eventbrite.com
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January



 by Rebekah Davis
 Limestone County Archivist

Growing up in Athens, right 
off north Hine Street, I had 
often heard and seen the 

name Plato Jones, but it was in 
one context: the nickname “Box 
Alley” and a reputation for drug 
houses. The street name, right off 
south Hine Street, had become 
synonymous with drug busts by 
the time I was covering crime 
stories at The News-Courier.
However, I always wondered 
about Plato Jones. Who was he? 
Obviously, he was respected 
enough to have a street 
named after him, a street that 
meandered through the heart 
of the southwest side of town, 
passed the esteemed Trinity High 
School, several churches, parks, 
businesses, homes, and families 
large and small. Was he spinning 
in his grave to know what his name 
had come to mean?
Nearly a century ago, on April 26, 
1917, the Limestone Democrat 
published this obituary that tells 
as much about the times and 
societal attitudes of the day as it 
does about the man:
“The Democrat chronicles with 
genuine regret the death of 
Plato Jones, the well-known brick 
mason, which occurred Sunday 
morning about two o’clock. Plato 
had been engaged in his usual 
occupation Saturday and was in 
apparent good health when he 
retired. His wife was awakened 
during the night by his heavy 
breathing, but even then he was 
beyond medical assistance. His 
remains were followed to their last 
resting place by an unusually large 
crowd and fl owers from white and 
black friends were laid upon his 
grave.
Few people have ever lived in 
Limestone who commanded 
the respect and friendship as 
genuinely as did Plato Jones; he 
was a conscientious, God-fearing 

man, and his death brings regret 
to all alike. He reared a large 
family, and his children have 
inherited his good traits, we are 
glad to say.  Plato believed that 
the Southern white man was his 
best friend, and during the dark 
political days of the past and up 
to the time of his death neither 
threats nor promises could keep 
him from voting the democratic 
ticket with his white friends.

May his soul rest in peace and 
fi nd an eternal abiding place with 
the redeemed.”
Plato Jones was born sometime
between 1841 and 1846 – census 
records differ – in Tennessee to 
Thomas and Mahala Jones. His 
family had belonged to a wealthy 
planter named Haywood Jones 
prior to emancipation. Plato was 
one of only three African American 
men who were voting citizens of 
Athens after the passage of the 
Constitutional Amendment known 
as the ‘Grandfather Clause,’ which 
required all registered voters of 
Alabama whose grandfathers 
were not eligible to bear arms in 
1861 to take an examination on 
citizenship and to be able to read 
and write. 
Plato married Lizzie Garrett in 
1869, and they lived with his 

parents until 1878, when they 
paid $75 to L.A. Roberts for a 
one-acre lot between Brownsferry 
and Lucas Ferry roads. A photo on 
fi le at Amistad Research Center 
pictures the Plato Jones home, 
built of lumber salvaged from the 
fi rst Trinity school building.  
Jones was one of the founding 
members of the Trinity School 
Society, which incorporated in 
1880 contract with the American 

Missionary Association to supply 
brick and labor for the building 
of a new school. At the time, 
Jones was legendary not only 
for his brick masonry, but also 
for his barbecue skills. In fact, 
when the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy raised the funds to 
erect a Confederate monument 
on the Square, Plato Jones was 
the pit master who cooked all the 
barbecue for the ceremony and 
luncheon. 
Plato and Lizzie had 11 children: 
Lela, Irene, Ananias, Lizzie, Plato 
Jr., Hansel, Eva, Myrtle, Teddie, 
Arthur, and Charles R. Lela was 
teaching school by 1900. Irene 
married Dillard Collier and moved 
with him to St. Louis, Mo., where 
Dillard worked for the Pullman 
Car Company.  In the article 
about their marriage, Plato and 
Lizzie Jones were described as 

“among the most highly esteemed
and popular black residents of
Athens.” Of both families, the 
article said that “it is just such 
people as these…[who] have 
kept the good feeling that exists 
between the races in the south 
at its present state.” The Colliers
would return to Athens later and 
open a store on Coleman Hill. 
Myrtle married the Rev. William
Turrentine, pastor of Trinity 
Congregational Church, after the 
death of his fi rst wife. Teddie, also 
known as Dora, moved north prior
to 1910 to work in the household 
of a former Trinity teacher. The 
Joneses experienced their share
of successes as well as tragedy,
as Hansel died as a young man
from an accidental gunshot, and 
Dora’s employer was arraigned 
for holding her in involuntary 
servitude for nearly four decades.
Plato Jr. followed in his father’s 
footsteps, excelling in barbecuing 
and brick masonry. When he died, 
his obituary noted that “Plato was
a man of high character, which all 
would do well to emulate.” 
Today, Plato Jones lends his name 
to a neighborhood in the midst of 
renewal, including the renovated 
Lincoln-Bridgeforth Park and the 
recently-opened Pincham-Lincoln
Center in the former Trinity High
School building. And a Tuscaloosa 
party band with roots in Athens 
also borrowed his name for their
band. Their logo is pictured, and
you might hear their cover songs 
by everyone from The Beatles to 
Snoop Dogg to Widespread Panic.
I would love for the Limestone 
County Archives to have more
information about Plato Jones, 
Sr. and Jr., and the rest of the 
Jones family. If you have stories,
documents or pictures to share,
let me know so we all can learn 
more about Plato Jones, the man 
behind the name.

reprint from January, 2015

 Plato Jones: Getting to know 
the man behind the name
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What A Deal rules: No weapons, or Real Estate.  Editor has discretion as to what products can be sold on page.
Submit items to: tvsdrj@gmail.com or sonny.visions@gmail.com with your ad and contact phone number.

Taylormade Spider putter
like new used very little $130

256-431-5498

Redwood and wine bottle
bird feeder

Made to last
$20.00

Call or text 256-431-5341

List your item here

List your item here

Full Size Cherry bed
headboard and footboard with

5 drawer chest
$125

Call or text 256-431-5341

Husqvarna rear tine
garden tiller

Like new 
Used very little

runs great
$475.00

Call 256-431-5341 or text

Husqvarna back pack blower
Just been tuned up
runs great, light use

easy start
$125.00

Call or text 256-431-5341

Callaway Odyssey (The Works) 
Putter, like new - $130

256-431-5498
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Yesenia
Armenta-Martinez

Realtor®

256-614-4587

Shannon Elliott
Realtor®

256-777-3311

PRODUCERS

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Melissa Brinkley
Realtor®

256-288-7518

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Neysa Leicher
Realtor®

256-777-6850

Andrew Ennis
Realtor®

256-777-8226

Jenille Woodruff 
Realtor®

256-777+8881

Cathy Lamb
Realtor®

256-777+7502

Tyler Dorning
Realtor®

256-431-1789

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Diane
“Curly” Hill

Realtor®

256-616-9086

Hubert Chittam
Associate Broker/

Realtor®

256-777-3330

The Phillips Team
Paula Phillips Realtor® 

256-777-4916
James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-656-2370

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

14314 Quinn Road - Clements - $252,000
MLS#1795535 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

5 ACRES, 4 CAR GARAGE WORKSHOP 24X40 W/2 DOUBLE GARAGE DOORS WITH POWER. 
This home has 30 year Architectural shingles, new windows, new siding and gutters. In the 
country but still convenient to Athens and Interstate. Granite countertops and Hardwoods. 
Fenced in back yard with covered porch. Lots of privacy. The entire inside is being professionally 
painted now.

703 S. Clinton Street - Athens - $499,000
MLS#1785071, Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Incredible Home. This home is so spacious with large rooms and so many cabinets. Close 
enough to Downtown Athens that you could walk. Beautiful wood beams on ceiling in family 
room with gas logs. Extra large kitchen and laundry with cherry cabinets. The kitchen has 
double oven and granite counter tops. 3 Bedrooms upstairs and 2 downstairs, one being 
the master bedroom. The bathrooms in this house are very large. 9 FT Ceilings with lots of 
storage and several built ins. The home off ers a greenhouse and in-ground pool with building 
over it . The yard has large shade trees and lots of patio space.

Here’s your opportunity to invest in a Green Business! The indoor auditoriums have solar panels. There are 5 auditoriums (2 silver screens for 3D); each auditorium has C02 
monitors and dehumidifi ers. Projectors and HVACs bought in 2012. Each HVAC unit has a virus/bacteria killer installed. There is a fully stocked concession stand with 3 stations 
for concessions and 3 stations for tickets. Drive-in Theatre has 80 spots.

1702 S Jeff erson Street
Athens - $1,750,000

MLS#1792636
James Phillips, 256-656-2370
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9711 US Hwy. 72 W - Clements - $595,000
MLS#1789665 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautiful country home built for family fun! This home has an amazing kitchen, gorgeous 
cabinets, granite tops, large island, subzero refrigerator, built in china cabinet, 2 built in 
entertainment cabinets, huge screened porch, inground pool, attaced dbl garage, detached 
24x40 garage, composite side deck plus a side screend deck. Large master suite with walk 
ins and glamour bath, wet bar built in and laundry. Also, an additional 40x60 metal insulated 
building perfect for home business.

27290 Leeta Lane - E. Limestone - $775,500
MLS#1795482 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Custom Built Executive Southern Living Home in Pristine Condition. Gorgeous landscaping 
wraps around this home with large covered porches on front and back. Walk into 10’ ceilings 
with extensive crown molding, hardwood and tile throughout. Study boasts a vaulted wood 
ceiling. This home features also a large bonus room with its own full bath, walk in closet. First 
fl oor, isolated, Master suite has large shower and walk in closet. Stacked stone fi replace in 
the living room. The kitchen off ers granite, island & lots of beautiful wood cabinetry. Upstairs 
off ers 3BR with all walk in closets, 1 full bath and 1 Jack & Jill. The back yard space is amazing 
with stone FP & grill.

17023 Red Hill Road - Clements - $179,900
MLS#1797168 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Spacious home, on over half an acre! 2 or 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage plus 24x36 
Detached garage/workshop with electric and walk up attic. Property sold “AS IS, WHERE IS”
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Blue Springs Circle - $35,000 - Clements
MLS#1157501 - Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300

Blue Springs Drive - $35,000 - Clements
MLS#1157502 - Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300

1406 South Hine Street - $400,000
MLS#1797713 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1106 Hine St.
Athens - $74,800

MLS#1784217
Linda Toone, 256-777+1069

2 lots combined, .74 acres. Home deemed not 
livable and not considered part of the sale.

12575 Davis Road - Clements - $450,000
MLS#1797525 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautifully remodeled river home on the Tennessee. LVP fl ooring throughout. Freshly 
painted. New bath to include tile fl ooring and shower with frameless door. New lights fi xtures 
throughout. New stainless appliances and Quartz countertops. New windows on waterfront 
side. Large dock for sunning and relaxing. Fully furnished. Large lot. A-Frame home w/covered 
deck w/swings looking over the water. Treed lot. Nice steps to covered dock. Metal siding.
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508 Chandler Street - Athens - $1,900 mo.
MLS#1796572 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

2 Story home with 2 separate living spaces. Hardwoods and smooth Ceilings. This home has a 
kitchen, Bath and Laundry on 1st fl oor and 2nd. Within walking distance to downtown Athens.

18351 Dement Road - Athens - $2,200 mo.
MLS#1793515 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Beautiful Tree Lined Driveway on 8.7 acres. Well maintained rancher. Very cozy family room 
with gas log fi replace. Walking distance to the Elk River. Views that will make you want to 
sit out back for hours. Storm shelter in the ground in the carport.

FOR RENT
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