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Lucas Beaty candidate
for Limestone County DA

Lucas Beaty

40th Annual Limestone Sheriff’s Rodeo May 20-21

Lucas Beaty is a 2000 
graduate of Ardmore High 
School. After a two year active 

duty enlistment in the US Army, he 
went on to graduate from Athens 
State University. He completed 
law school at Mississippi College 
School of Law in 2010 and began 
practicing in Athens in 2011.
His experience is predominately 
in criminal and juvenile justice 
matters. He has written briefs to 
the Alabama Courts of Appeals 
as well as the Alabama Supreme 
Court.
He has served as the General 
Counsel and Municipal Prosecutor 
for the Town of Ardmore since 
2017. In 2019, he was named 
prosecutor for the City of 
Athens. Lucas has also been 
a commissioned offi cer in the 
Alabama National Guard, serving 
as a Judge Advocate, since July 
2015. 
In September 2021, Lucas 
announced his candidacy for 
the Limestone County District 
Attorney’s Offi ce. This decision 
was made after much thought 

and prayer. “Limestone County 
has been good to me. When my 
folks settled down here on my 
13th birthday, I knew this is where 
I’d always call home.
Now, at this point in my career, 
I am uniquely qualifi ed to bring 
all my life’s experiences to the 
District Attorney’s offi ce. We need 
someone who is willing and able 
to make decisions with integrity 
and candor. We need a DA who will 
seek justice in a timely manner 
and extend mercy when it’s due, 
not just when it’s convenient. 
It’s time to get to work on the 
back log of cases in this county. I 
will work to resolve cases in a just 
and speedy manner, and ensure 
accountability of defendants, as 
well as my offi ce.”
Lucas is married to the former 
Kasey Vining of Ardmore, AL. 
They live in Ardmore with their 
two daughters, Isabel and Reese, 
who attend Cedar Hill Elementary. 
He is running in the Republican 
Primary on May 24, 2022.



My three days at ‘Red Hat’ Poultry
When I graduated high 

school in 1965 my fi rst 
job was at the chicken 

processing plant in Athens.
But it didn’t last very long at all 
- only three days to be exact. I 
found out quickly that re-hanging 
dead chickens wasn’t meant for 
me. I started on a Monday and on 
Thursday of that week I failed to 
show up to work. I sent word that I 
wouldn’t be back.
It was a job I thought I wanted 
because my daddy, momma and 
sister were working there. Why, I 
even had a couple of uncles, and 
several fi rst cousins there also.
When I worked there it was known 
as “Red Hat” Poultry. Take it from 
me, it was hard work. The three 
days I was there it seemed the 
eight-hour work day would last for-
ever. That Thursday when I quit, I 
had to because the knuckles on 
my hands were solid with sores.
I bogged the assembly line down 
because I could not keep up as 
those chickens were coming to 
me one right after the other. One 
of the more experienced workers 
working with me kept us going.
Of course, that Thursday night I 
knew I had to explain to daddy why 
I wasn’t at work that day because 
after all he was the one who con-
vinced his bosses to hire me. He 
was disappointed but accepted 
my explanation that I was going 
to apply for a better paying job in 
Decatur.
I grew up on a farm where we 
made a living and that work was 
hard. I chopped and picked cotton 
by hand and I helped gather our 
vegetable and fruit crops. But to 
me, that work was a dream com-
pared to the chicken plant. I’ll 
have to say today, that is the hard-
est and most stressful job I ever 
had - bar none.
I’m writing about this journey years 
ago because I was just informed 
that the grounds where the old 

plant used to sit are being turned 
into a playground. When the plant 
closed years ago on Pryor Street, 
it was known as Pilgrim’s Pride.
City offi cials said plans to turn the 
abandoned chicken plant site into 
an asset for the community re-
ceived support earlier this month 
from members of the Limestone 
County Legislative Delegation. 
The members presented commu-
nity grants totaling $26,967.50 to 
the City of Athens toward the play-
ground/splash pad phase on the 
Pryor Street side of the site. The 
City is seeking additional grant 
funding for this phase. 
“We appreciate our senators and 
representatives seeing the impor-
tance of turning 32 acres of an 
eyesore and safety concern that’s 
located in the middle of a neigh-
borhood and near educational fa-
cilities into a park and residential/
retail attraction,” Mayor Ronnie 

Marks said.
In 2009, Pilgrim’s Pride closed the 
processing plant and abandoned 
it, leaving behind empty buildings, 
concrete containers with stagnant 
water, tanks and offi ce space. The 
Alabama Department of Environ-
mental Management conducted 
Phase 1 and 2 environmental 
studies at no cost to the City and 
determined no site remediation 
was necessary. The City did hire a 
contractor to safely remove all as-
bestos from the buildings before 
they were demolished.
A series of community meetings 
led residents to share ideas for a 
park such as walking and biking 
trails, splash pad, dog park and 
amphitheater. The City plans to 
start with the splash pad and play-
ground area. That phase, along 
with the entrance, is estimated at 
$950,000 to $1 million. The City 
is working on a proposal to Dekko 

Foundation regarding part of that 
cost.
“Support from the delegation,
ADEM and other avenues we’re
pursuing will help us when we 
approach Dekko,” Marks said.
The City is currently getting site 
work done on the property.
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The City plans to start with the splash pad and playground area. That phase, along with the entrance, is 
estimated at $950,000 to $1 million. From left, Councilwoman Dana Henry, Sen. Tim Melson, Sen. 
Arthur Orr, Mayor Ronnie Marks and Council President Chris Seibert.
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 Judge David Puckett gave up his 
private practice when he was ap-
pointed by the governor in Janu-

ary of 2022 to serve as your Lime-
stone County District Court Judge, 
Place 2. 
David threw his hat in the ring and was 
one of seven up for the appointment.  
All three of his opponents in this 
District Court race were also being 
considered.  After all the work leading 
up to the appointment, many letters 
of recommendation by other Judges 
across North Alabama as well as 
other lawyers and the community, a 
full vetting and fi nally, an interview 
with the governor’s appointment 
staff, David was chosen above all 
others.   
David went right to work and 
continues to work hard through a 
back-log of cases as well as working 
to streamline the processes of 
the job at hand.  He handles state 
trooper dockets (hundreds of cases 
per docket), child support, truancy, 
civil cases with damages up to 
$20,000, and uncontested divorces.
“I want to make a difference and 
bring integrity and trust back to 
the bench,” he said. “If elected, I 
commit to serving with integrity, 
compassion and intent.  I bring not 
only my legal experience but my 
life experience to the bench.  You 
have to be a good listener, mediator 
and be tough when needed.  Being 

married for 37 years, a father for 35
years with three sons and 28 years
of legal practice has prepared me
for this position. Practicing almost
exclusively on the other side of the
bench these last eight years has
prepared me for the Judge’s side.”
After having their fi rst child, David
realized he needed to go back to
school.  All while working a full-time
job at Redstone Arsenal, he attended
night classes and graduated from
Calhoun then Athens State in just
over three years. By this time, David
and Angie had a second son and
it was time to move to attend law
school. While in law school, David
again worked a job because he had
a family to feed. While studying for
the bar exam, they had their third
son, but he passed the bar exam on
the fi rst try.
David graduated from East
Limestone, Calhoun then Athens
State before going to law school at
the University of Alabama.  He has
been a practicing attorney since
1994. In his spare time, he is a pit
master and BBQ cook for his own
competition team, PuckDaddy’s
Killer Q.
Hard work is nothing new for Judge
Puckett. His mother and father
taught him to work hard, the value of
a dollar, a deep faith in God and that
integrity is everything.

 Keep David Puckett
Vote on May 24th in the Republican Primary

 David Puckett and wife Angie.

 Judge David Puckett
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Spring ball at the Athens Sportsplex

Making a play at fi rst base.

Sliding in at home.
Safe! Pitcher making a play.

Kicking up the dust!

Team ‘breaking down’
after a win.

Three nights a week the Athens 
Sportsplex is exploding with 
spectators watching softball, 
baseball, and T-ball and 
soccer. It seems every year 
there are more participants.  It 
is so much fun watching these 
young boys and girls playing 
their games. The coaches do a 

good job teaching these young 
kids not only how to play the 
game, but the importance of 
teamwork and that each one 
of them  is important and a 
contributor to their team.  We 
are fortunate in Athens to 
have such a nice facility for 
our young kids.  
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By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

I love for the Grandkids to come 
out when we are planting the 
garden so they can learn and one
day carry on the tradition of 
growing their own food.  They are 
so ready to give a helping hand.
They ask questions as we plant 

and we talk about how the plant 
grows and what vegetable it will 
produce and how to take care of 
it as it grows. I even showed my 
grandson how to lay off rows with 
an old-timey push plow.  Then he 
helped me plant the beans.  I told 
him how many to plant and how 
far apart to plant them.  He was 
very meticulous to do it just right.

We have the garden planted now, 
and all is coming up.  We may 
have to go back and fi ll in a few 
gaps with seeds, but it is looking 
good.  We have had some good, 
timely rains that have helped. I 
actually have eaten a salad from 

the lettuce greens picked from the
garden.  I just wish the tomatoes
came in at the same time, but will
be quite a while before we have
tomatoes.  The bulbs on the onions
are beginning to fi ll out now and
some of the more mature potato
plants are blooming.
All is going good now.  We are just
watching it grow and fertilizing as
needed.  I did put landscaping
cloth around the tomato area to
try and keep weeds from growing
in them.  Then I put cages around
them and propped up the plants
with straw around the roots.  The
cages help hold the branches as
they get heavier when producing
tomatoes.  Enjoy watching your
garden grow!

Gardening for generations to come
T

H
E

Callan helping me
plant the beans

Onion bulbs beginning
to grow.

Potato plants blooming. Lettuce is ready to eat. Tomatoes are planted and 
caged and ready to grow.

Granna showing grandkids 
how to mark off a row with

a hand-push plow.
Jude, Callan, and Emme
helping plant tomatoes.
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MOW AROUND, UNDER, BETWEEN, UP AND OVER EVERY OBSTACLE.

256-232-9115 HRAGRIPOWER.COM

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH • TANNER, AL 35671

plus WE ARE YOUR PARTS 
& SERVICE EXPERTS!

Z100 
KOMMANDER

Z400

Z200

Z700

ASK ABOUT 
LOW-RATE FINANCING!

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP

 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-6:00PM

Our weekend hours have changed
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

SUNDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
256-232-3811
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Fishermen Gary Thacker 
and Carter Woodall caught 
17.32 pounds of bass to win 

$2,000 and custom-made rods 
at Saturday’s City of Athens Relay 
for Life Bass Fishing Tournament 
held at Ingalls Harbor in Decatur.
The rods, donated by Grassy 
Custom Rods & Tackle, included 
trim in the Relay for Life color 
purple, as well as pink, and had 
the tournament’s phrase “fi sh for 
a cure.”
Sam Bennett won the Big Fish 
Pot and $480 with a bass that 
weighed 5.71 pounds. 
“Looking at the National Weather 
Service, it recorded winds between 
10 to 14 mph with some gusts as 
much as 25 mph,” Team Captain 
Holly Hollman said. “I know along 
the Tennessee River, we never felt 
the wind stop blowing, and some 
boaters left early, but many stuck 
it out.”
Thanks to the fi shermen who 
supported the event and sponsors, 
including major sponsors like 
Athens Gas, Athens Electric and 
Wesco, the fi shing fundraiser 
netted about $8,000 for the 
American Cancer Society.
Athens Police Chief Floyd Johnson 
led prayer before the fi shermen 

took off at safelight. He prayed 
not only for the fi shermen’s safety, 
but those impacted by cancer. The 
City of Athens and Athens Utilities 
volunteers had many on their 
minds as he prayed, including the 
late Kathy Cothren who recently 
died from colon cancer. She was a 
long-time volunteer at the fi shing 
tournament.
“One of today’s volunteers lost her 
dad to cancer this year,” Hollman 
said. “Our city lost Councilman 

Frank Travis to cancer, and we 
lost Kathy who beat breast cancer 
but died from colon cancer. Those 
we love who have been impacted 
by cancer motivate us to get up 
at 3 a.m. on a Saturday morning 
and bundle up against the wind 
and cold because we know we 
are making a difference. Thank 
to advances in treatments and 
detection, one of our volunteers 
who helped us at the tournament 
is a two-time breast cancer 
survivor.”

The Top 10 Teams who helped 
“fi sh for a cure” Saturday were:

Gary Thacker and Carter Woodall 
– 17.32 pounds

Jeremy Tomlin and John Welborn 
– 17.09 pounds

Chris Webb and Larry Melvin
– 15.88 pounds

Kade Mchalffey and Will Worthey 
– 15.74 pounds

Cody Lewter and Shelby Davis
– 15.09 pounds

Connor Ezell and Sam Bennett
– 14.75 pounds

Jonathan Nixon and Cole Self
– 14.41 pound

Chad Hall and Ryan Hall
– 13.59 pounds

Jody Schrimsher and
Daniel Myers – 13.42 pounds
Joe Discerni – 13.31 pounds

Athens relay team fi shes for a cure

John Welborn and Jerry Tomlin placed second, receiving 
their cash prize from two-time breast cancer

survivor Jennifer White.

Carter Woodall and Gary Thacker receiving their cash prize 
and custom made rods from Jennifer White.

Sam Bennett won Big Fish.



As the full moon evolved in 
May, giant catfi sh moved into 
the shallows to begin the 

spawn process. Cats, as we call 
them, like to spawn around rocky 
bluffs near deep water. The blue 
and yellow catfi sh also bed under 
washed banks and fi nd holes large 
enough for the fi sh to get in. 
My Papa would get a truckload 
of boys and head to the river to 
grabble for catfi sh. People now refer 
to the fi shing process as noodling. 
The fi shermen would feel under the 
riverbank for the catfi sh. The fi sh 
were aggressive and attacked the 
fi shermen’s arms and hands. The 
inside of a catfi sh is like sand paper 
and can scuff up your skin. 
A 30 or 40-pound catfi sh can give a 
grown man quite a struggle. A rope 
is threaded through the catfi sh’s gills 
to use for a grip to help the fi sherman 
get the fi sh free of the bank. 
Papa had caught a 110-pound blue 
cat while grabbling around Maples 
bottom. He tells the story about the 
big fi sh came out of the bed and 
swam for deep water taking him 
with it. The rope he had tied to the 
giant got wrapped around his arm. 
Papa said, “I was about to black 
out from the lack of oxygen when 
the rope pulled free.”
The rope fl oated up to the surface 
and he was able to tie a jug to the 
rope. The fi sh pulling on the jug soon 
tired the big fi sh out. The guys could 
not believe how big this fi sh was.  
Blue catfi sh make a lot of meat. The 
whole community ate fi sh for a few 
days thanks to the big blue. 

Grabbling has many hazards, like 
placing your hands on snapping 
turtles and snakes. People would 
say a snake can’t bite under water. 
That is a myth that’s not t true.  We 
learned cottonmouth snakes lived 
in ponds and swamp bogs. You 
very seldom see a cottonmouth 
on the main river. Sometimes 
you would mistake a water dog 
for a catfi sh. They were slick and 
impossible to hold. 
Catching the fi sh and dressing 
them out would take all day. 
Grandma would fry a mess of 
catfi sh as soon enough were 
cleaned to cook. The fresh fi sh 
was a great meal. Hush puppies, 
fried potatoes, and cabbage slaw 
made some great sides. 

Catfi shing in May
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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ROSES
MARIGOLDS
ORCHID
AZALEAS
BEGONIAS

SUNFLOWERS
PERIWINKLE
CAMELLIA
JASMINE
PETUNIAS

TULIPS
DAFFODIL
HYDRANGEAS
POPPY
GERANIUM



PBS Kids defi nes responsibility as 
“being dependable, making good 
choices, and taking accountabil-
ity for your actions.”  So, why is 
teaching children responsibility 
that important?  Teaching your 
child responsibility is essential 
for success in school and beyond.  
Responsibility may just be the 
most crucial character trait you 
can instill in children. Responsible 
children grow up to be contribut-
ing and kind members of society. 
Teaching a child to be responsi-
ble doesn’t happen overnight. It 
is something that develops over 
time with constant modeling. Re-
sponsible teens don’t just appear. 
The groundwork is laid as early as 
toddlerhood.
Helicopter parenting has become 
a popular term in recent years 
and takes being an overprotective 
parent to another level. A helicop-
ter parent actually hurts a child’s 
cognitive development because 
hovering this much takes away the 
need for kids to problem solve and 
make decisions.  I have seen this 
from time to time, especially in the 
elementary setting.  
You always keep in mind that stuff 
happens. Accidents happen. Milk 
gets spilled. Things get broken 
and messes will undoubtedly be 
made. Instead of getting mad or 
dishing out blame, teach children 
that when accidents happen, we 
clean up. Next time milk spills in 
the middle of dinner, smile and 
hand out the paper towels to clean 
it up. When messes are handled 
calmly and with positivity, children 
are far more likely to pitch in. Of 
course, this is easier said than 
done. Anyone with children knows 
it’s quicker to send them out of 
the room after an angry outburst 
and clean up the spill. Doing so 
doesn’t teach responsibility, how-
ever. Involving kids in the cleanup 
does.  
Having children complete chores 

around the house teaches ac-
countability and encourages 
them to be helpful. Remember 
kids aren’t going to be any more 
excited about doing housework 
than adults. Sure, doing the chore 
yourself is often simpler and fast-
er, but that doesn’t teach a child 
to be accountable. Try and make 
chores fun by making a game of it 
or incorporating music. Accept the 
chore isn’t necessarily going to be 
executed perfectly.
Be careful with the idea that I nev-
er want my child to face adversi-
ty like I had to growing up.  When 
you remove all decisions from a 
child because you are safe-guard-
ing any challenges that may arise, 
can lead to the child becoming 
very sheltered and cannot handle 
school-aged decision issues. 
Children actually perform better 
at home and in school when there 
is structure. Morning and bedtime 
routines like washing hands, show-
ering, brushing teeth, and hair are 
important to hygiene. Having set 
times for homework helps chil-
dren to learn strong study habits. 
Routines around the house like 
doing laundry, making the bed, 

setting the table, and preparing 
meals are vital life skills kids need 

when they head off to college.
Finally, a topic very important
when teaching children respon-
sibility. If your child lost a school
or library book, don’t just write 
a check. Have the child either 
pay for the lost book from his or 
her allowance or pay part of the 
cost. When kids have to help pay
for that broken window or smart-
phone, they will learn to be more
careful and thus responsible.
As parents, we want our children 
to grow into responsible adults. 
Responsibility is an important 
character trait leading to success 
in school and beyond. Teaching a 
child responsibility starts at home
and at a young age. Modeling re-
sponsibility and accountability go
a long way toward raising a re-
sponsible child.

Teaching kids responsibilities
CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon

pjarmon@madison.k12.al.us
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 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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DEB’S Delights

I am not sure where I got this 
recipe, but it is a good one for a 
party or crowd.
You will need:
1 pkg. yellow cake mix
1 3oz. French vanilla pudding
1/3 c. vegetable oil
1/2 cup water
4 eggs
8 oz. sour cream
8 snack size Mounds candy
   (chopped)
1 c. fl aked coconut
1 c. chopped pecans

1 c. semi-sweet chocolate chips
Confectioners sugar
   (optional for topping)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  
Grease and fl our a Bundt pan.  In 
a large bowl, combine cake mix, 
pudding mix, oil, water, and eggs.  
Stir until lumps are gone. Stir 
in sour cream, then add candy 
bars, chocolate chips, nuts, and 
coconut.  Bake for 60-65 minutes.  
Cool for 15 minutes before 
removing from pan.  Dust with 
confectioners sugar if desired.

by Debra Johnson

Yummy Cake

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery
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Photos from the Past

The big country store in Austin, Tennessee around 1913 on the
Alabama state line. The town was later renamed Ardmore

Miller Coal and Ice, Athens, AL, early 20th Century Robert Taft’s Service Station, 201 W Washington St., 1926

Early Limestone County, AL Mail Carriers beginning
their route in Athens, Alabama ca. 1917

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320
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• Sporting Goods Retailer • Screen Printing 

• Embroidery • Trophies • Laser Engraving 

• Sublimation • Vinyl Lettering • Awards 

• Promotional Products • Spirit Wear 

701 Hwy 31 S 

256-232-6038

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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Albert Russel Erskine was, 
by all accounts, an astute 
businessman, a go-getter 

of the type destined to become a 
legend in American business. With 
an acumen for fi nance, a 40-year-
old Erskine joined Studebaker 
in 1911, at a salary of $20,000, 
almost immediately shaking up 
the company by streamlining 
operations—and not just in 
accounting. He moved up the 
ranks rapidly, becoming president 
of the Indiana-based corporation 
in 1915.
Erskine’s shrewd business skills, 
along with Studebaker’s talented 
engineers and high-quality manu-
facturing, kept the company 
profi table—but only relevant in the 
mid-priced market. Inspired by a 
visit to an international auto show 
in Paris in 1924.
Studebaker chose the low-risk 
method of building an “assembled” 
car, with a 146-cu.in., 40-hp 
Continental 8-F L-head straight-six 
in a body designed by Raymond 
Dietrich and constructed by the 
Budd Company. Final assembly of 
the 108-inch wheelbase Erskine 
would take place at the Detroit 
factory Studebaker acquired when 
it purchased EMF in 1911.
Studebaker used the January 
1927 National Automobile Show 
in New York City to introduce 
Americans to the car, with the 
sedan priced at $995. While 

overseas sales started strong, 
Americans weren’t quite sure what 
to make of the car, instead heavily 
favoring the likes of the less-
expensive Chevrolet and Pontiac 
models. Worse for Studebaker 
was the tarnished reliability that 
the Model 50 earned out of the 
gate.
Studebaker lowered prices and 
added additional options, like wire 
wheels and “bucket” seats, before 
the 1927 model year was up. For 
1928, it offered a slightly larger 
160-cu.in, 43-hp Continental 
engine. Prices were lowered yet 
again, with the 1928 Model 51 

sedan priced at $885. But with 
the introduction of the extremely 
popular Ford Model A, which 
included the $495 Tudor Sedan 
in its lineup, Erskine had a tough 
sales battle on its hands. The 1929 
model year saw a slight restyle on 
an inch-longer wheelbase to make 
the Model 52 look more like the 
Studebaker lineup, though it still 
used the same 43-hp Continental 
six-cylinder. Instead of noting 
the car’s European inspiration, 
Studebaker advertising talked 
up its American roots. Even with 
moderately increased prices, 
sales rose slightly, though they 

remained a fraction of what the
competition was moving through 
dealerships.
As an automobile, the 1930
Erskine Model 53 Sedan shown
here could be considered a 
conventional, mid-priced model, 
fi nally available with the sort of
baked-in quality that had made 
Studebaker famous. The company
continued to advertise the many 
name-brand components used,
such as Delco-Remy ignition, 
Timken bearings, Lovejoy 
hydraulic shocks, and Bendix Duo-
Servo mechanical brakes.

Studebaker goes small 1930 Erskine Model 53
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH  by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning Class 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Evening Class 3:00 p.m. 

on-line class Facebook Live  

Wednesday Night Class 6:30 p.m. 

Class for all ages.

It doesn’t take long to notice 
that our society thrives on 
controversy. We love arguments, 

polarizing opinions, and the 
latest pop culture gossip. The 
only thing we love more than all 
those things, is making sure other 
people know that our opinions are 
always the right opinions. We have 
been taught that our opinions 
matter and we should share those 
opinions, even when they aren’t 
welcomed. We have been given 
platforms like social media where 
we are able to share all of our 
thoughts with the world
Mercy is defi ned as “compassion 
or forgiveness shown toward 
someone whom it is within one’s 
power to punish or harm.” Grace 
is defi ned as “unmerited favor” or 
simply put, “an undeserved gift.” 

Frankly, words like mercy, grace, 
compassion, love, and forgiveness 
are lacking in today’s modern 
church. Sure, they are talked 
about regularly, but they are 
practiced rarely. It seems like as 
soon as the sermon is preached 
about how Christ has accepted 
us for all of our shortcomings, we 
go judge people for all of theirs. 
We automatically write people 
off for where they were raised or 
lived previously or for how they 
look. We assume just because 
we have opinions, others should 
automatically think and act like us.  

Instead of pointing to others fl aws 
or shortcomings, let’s consider a 
few things:
When Paul was talking about 
living in sin, he said “And such 
were some of you” (1 Cor. 6:11). 
He reminded the Corinthians that, 
although saved by Jesus Christ, 
they used to live in sin. We all have 
fl aws. None are perfect or have it 
all fi gured out. Remember when 
we point the fi nger at someone, 
there are three pointing back at 
us. 
Don’t forget to get dressed. None 
of us would leave the house 
without clothes on, yet we often 
leave the house without getting 
dressed spiritually. No, not the 
physical clothes we wear, but 
what Paul said is “as God’s 
chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience” (Col. 
3:12). We better make sure we 
are showing others the qualities of 
Jesus. Jesus took a hard opinion 
on sin and had expectations on 
how His disciples should act (He 
also wasn’t afraid to call people 
out for their sin), but He always 
treated people with compassion, 
respect and kindness.
Treat others the way you want to 
be treated. The Biblical concept 
found in Luke 6:31 is basic, but so 

powerful. Before we speak about 
someone or treat others a certain 
way, ask yourself how you would 
feel if you knew someone was 
speaking about you or treating 
you the same way. 
Practice what you preach. The 
Pharisees looked holy, but didn’t 
act holy. Sure, they were holy in 
their own eyes, but their hearts 
were corrupt. Love, mercy, grace, 

compassion, etc. are only good 
when practiced.
Our mission is to win others to 
Christ. In a society that thrives 
on controversy and arguments, 
my suggestion is to just live for 
Jesus. Let your speech refl ect 
Jesus. Let your attitude refl ect 
Jesus. Go clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience. 

Clothe Yourself



HORSE SENSE

Proverbs 10:21 The words of 
the Godly encourage many, 
but fools are destroyed by 

their lack of common sense.
Do you have a desire to be around 
and with horses? Have you ever 
wanted to know more about 
horses? Have you ever wanted to 
become a horseman? If so, allow 
me to describe what a horseman 
is and how they think.
First and foremost, a Horseman 
thinks like a horse. A Horseman 
learns to understand the horse 
and doesn’t blame it for acting 
like a horse. 
A true Horseman knows how to 
have a relationship with horses 
based on leadership, the horse’s 
language and a genuine care and 
love for the horse. A Horseman has 
unlimited patience for the horse. 
Giving the horse time to think 
what he/she wants the horse to 
do or learn and the Horseman 
knows when to stop asking.
Becoming a Horseman may be 
one of the most challenging and 
also most rewarding ventures 
you will ever undertake. You 
will change as a person, you 
will develop yourself mentally, 
your emotionswill change and your 
physical body will also change. 
You will become someone your 
horse wants you to become.
Becoming a Horseman will take 
discipline, patience, perseverance 
and determination from you. 
It will not be easy. (If it was easy, 
everybody who has a horse would 
be a Horseman.)There will be a lot 
of studying books, videos, classes 
and time just studying your horse. 
People usually think only of 
training their horse- this leaves 
a huge gap between horse and 
human, a gap that is closed only 
by relationship. As God wants to 
have a relationship with each and 
every one of us, our horses want 
a relationship with us as well. So, 

as to know and learn how to have 
a relationship with God, we need 
to read and study the Word. As to 
learn to have a relationship with 
our horse, we need to read and 
study the people who know how. 
Knowledge is very important, 
also having understanding of how 
horses think and know how and 
where to begin.
Becoming a Horseman means 
much more than becoming a 
good rider. There are good riders 
who aren’t good horsemen, there 
are good horsemen who aren’t 
good riders, but understanding 
your horse is where you start, 
regardless of where you are.
So many people who have had 
horses for years feel they would 
be starting over to begin a system 
of learning about their horse. 
This is far from the truth. I have 
students who have trained horses 
for 30+ years and students who 
just got their fi rst horse. We all 
have to start in the beginning, but 
you aren’t starting over, you are 
adding to your knowledge library.

Here at K-I-N Stables Athens, AL, 
we teach people how to teach their 
horses, how to begin to have that 
awesome relationship. Beginning 
your development of becoming a 
Horseman is a great, fascinating 
and sometimes painful process. 
You will see things that will amaze 
you. You will be aware of things 
you have never been aware of 
before. Sometimes these things 
are painful, but as you go through 
the process you will be growing as 
a person as well as becoming a 
Horseman.

Become a Horseman and in the 
process you will become a better 
and stronger person.
In Matthew 5:5, Jesus talks about 
the Meek inheriting the earth.
To becoming a Horseman you 
need to become Meek. Meek 
doesn’t mean weak or timid. Just 
the opposite, Meek is strength
under control. You will become 
strong and under control of
your emotions, your predator 
emotions. But, as you progress as 
a Horseman, you will go through 
every emotion there is. 
Congratulations on becoming a 
new you.
I am offering a FREE 
class (classroom setting) 
“Understanding the Body 
Language of the Horse”. This 
class is scheduled for May 21 at 
the stables at 13124 Carter Road.
Bring a chair, snack/food, pen
and notebook. I will be covering a 
bunch if information.
Join us, won’t you.....Just show 
up....

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through

Communication
256.874.6781

Becoming a Horseman
 by Jim Swanner
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CALENDARCALENDAR
High Cotton Arts

Weekly Public Hours
Wednesdays & Thursdays 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Fridays & Saturdays

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
May 13, 2022-- Merchants Alley 
Happy Hour 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM   
Merchant’s Alley by U.G. White    
Free Enjoy live music each Friday 
May 13, 2022 – Brian Holder
May 20, 2022 – Drew Clemons
May 27, 2022 – Redstone Avenue
May 13, 2022-- Relay for Life 
of Limestone County Teams will 
remember and honor those impacted 
by cancer with a walk, luminary 
ceremony, etc. 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Marion Street on The Square
May 16, 2022-- Limestone County 
Sheriff’s Rodeo Street Dance 6:00 
PM - 8:00 PM   Marion Street on the 
square. Western street dance to 

celebrate the upcoming rodeo
May 16, 2022 --  Vietnam Veterans 
Spaghetti Lunch (17915 W Elm St, 
Athens). Lunch is 11:00AM-1:00PM 
meal includes Spaghetti, Texas toast, 
salad or coleslaw, dessert and a 
beverage for $8.00. Eat in or take 
out.  All proceeds go to High School 
Scholarship. Delivery available within 
the City Limits.
May 16, 2022 -- Vietnam Veterans 
Spaghetti Dinner (17915 W Elm St, 
Athens). inner is 5:00PM-7:00PM. 
Meal includes Spaghetti, Texas toast, 
salad or coleslaw, dessert and a 
beverage for $8.00. Eat in or take out. 
Shady Grady One Man Band performs 
at the dinner time. All proceeds go 
to High School Scholarship. Delivery 
available within the City Limits.
May through September starting May 
17, 2022 Athens Farmers Market 
7:00 - Noon  Strawberry Shortcake 
Day

Sponsor:  Hometown Market.
May 19, 2022 -- Fiddlers Concert 
Series  Music guest Joe Mullins 
and the Radio Ramblers. Athens 
State University - McCandless Hall • 
Athens, AL -- Starts at $5.00 Athens 
State University  7:00pm - 9:00pm
May 20, 2022 - Special Needs Rodeo 
- Sponsored by Allen Brown Heating 
& Cooling, American Detention 
Services, Polaris, & Turner Beverage 
of Huntsville - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
May 20 & May 21, 2022 - 40th Annual 
Limestone Sheriff’s Rodeo - gates 
open at 6 p.m. and the show starts 
at 8 p.m. Major sponsors include 
Lynn Layton, Flanagan Lumber Co. 
Inc, Pepsi of Decatur, Combined 
Public Communications, Visit North 
Alabama, and Halsey Food Service. 
May 20 - 27, 2022 -- National Boating 
Safety Week Athens-Limestone Tourism 
joins the National Weather Service 
and National Safe Boating Council 

in encouraging boaters of all ages to 
practice safe boating, use their personal 
fl otation devices, and become aware of 
hazards on the water through special 
broadcast via the NOAA All Weather 
Alert System (NOAA Radio) or visiting 
weather.gov safe boating page.
May 30, 2022 -- Memorial Day 
Observance -- local governments, area
agencies, attractions, restaurants and 
shops may be closed or have modifi ed 
hours of operation in observance 
of this holiday.  Please call ahead to 
confi rm availability and hours. 
May 30, 2022 -- Memorial Day 
Program with the Alabama Veterans
Museum and Archives at the 
Limestone County Event Center (114 
West Pryor Street in Athens) starting 
at 11:00AM.    Key note speaker will
be announced.    Free and open to
the public.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-431-7916

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Hubert Chittam
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-777-3330

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Diane “Curly” Hill
Realtor®

256-616-9086

Shannon Elliott
Realtor®

256-777-3311

Cathy Lamb
Realtor®

256-777+7502

Tyler Dorning
Realtor®

256-431-1789

Yesenia Armenta-Martinez
Realtor®

256-614-4587

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Melissa Brinkley
Realtor®

256-288-7518

Andrew Ennis
Realtor®

256-777-8226

Roger McElyea
Realtor®

256-278-8798

Jenille Woodruff 
Realtor®

256-777+8881

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

The Phillips Team
Paula Phillips Realtor® 

256-777-4916
James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-656-2370
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

23711 Barkley Way - Tanner 
$169,900

MLS#1799915 
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1406 South Hine Street - Athems
 $400,000

MLS#1797713
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Pruitt Street - Athens
$20,000

MLS#1801040
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

211 Sunset Drive - Athens - $138,652
MLS#1801660 - Melissa Brinkley, 256-288-7518

You don’t want to miss out on this perfectly set well maintained starter home with recently 
updated features. Includes a New Roof placed in August 2021. New Central Unit set in July 
2021. New Chain link fence recently installed which is a great addition for privacy. New carpet 
and fl ooring throughout. Check it out!!! Seller is listing as is and will not make any additional 
repairs.

Hwy 72 - Clements - $999,000
MLS#1798845, Shannon Elliott, 256-777-3311PENDING!!

PENDING!!

SOLD!!
SOLD!!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

10959 Douglas Drive - Clements - $580,000
MLS#1802363 - Jenille Woodruff , 256-777-8881

Waterfront Home! Own Your own piece of paradise! Home on 2 Waterfront lots with breathtaking 
views, nice level lots w/boat ramp, dock & lights, Tennessee River & Wheeler RLake, seasonal 
water, neighborhood boat ramp just a few doors down. Living room features beautiful rock 
wall, fully fi nished walk-out basement w/full kitchen & living room, large back deck to enjoy 
the beautiful views of the water, covered front porch, large 3 door detached 37X33 garrage, 
39X36 pole barn, fi sherman’s cleaning station building w/outdoor sink and counter and inside 
bathroom w/toilet and shower. Endless opportunities! Home is being sold “AS IS”.

Here’s your opportunity to invest in a Green Business! The indoor auditoriums have solar panels. There are 5 auditoriums (2 silver screens for 3D); each auditorium has C02 
monitors and dehumidifi ers. Projectors and HVACs bought in 2012. Each HVAC unit has a virus/bacteria killer installed. There is a fully stocked concession stand with 3 stations 
for concessions and 3 stations for tickets. Drive-in Theatre has 80 spots.

1702 S Jeff erson Street - Athens - $1,750,000
MLS#1792636, James Phillips, 256-656-2370

WATERFRONT!!WATERFRONT!!

PENDING!!

PENDING!!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

1106 Hine St. - Athens - $74,800
MLS#1784217 - Linda Toone, 256-777+1069

2 lots combined, .74 acres. Home deemed not livable and not considered part of the sale.

14314 Quinn Road - Clements - $252,000
MLS#1795535 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

5 ACRES, 4 CAR GARAGE WORKSHOP 24X40 W/2 DOUBLE GARAGE DOORS WITH POWER. 
This home has 30 year Architectural shingles, new windows, new siding and gutters. In the 
country but still convenient to Athens and Interstate. Granite countertops and Hardwoods. 
Fenced in back yard with covered porch. Lots of privacy. The entire inside is being professionally 
painted now.

SOLD!!
SOLD!!

703 S. Clinton Street - Athens - $499,000
MLS#1785071, Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Incredible Home. This home is so spacious with large rooms and so many cabinets. Close 
enough to Downtown Athens that you could walk. Beautiful wood beams on ceiling in family 
room with gas logs. Extra large kitchen and laundry with cherry cabinets. The kitchen has 
double oven and granite counter tops. 3 Bedrooms upstairs and 2 downstairs, one being 
the master bedroom. The bathrooms in this house are very large. 9 FT Ceilings with lots of 
storage and several built ins. The home off ers a greenhouse and in-ground pool with building 
over it . The yard has large shade trees and lots of patio space.

SOLD!!
SOLD!!

SOLD!!
SOLD!!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

840 ROLAN GOOCH ROAD - Toney - $1,500 mo.
MLS#1799873 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Walk into a spacious living area with LVP fl ooring. Very well-maintained brick rancher with 
spacious bedroom, a walk- in closet in the Master Suite. Galley style eat in kitchen. Great 
location just minutes from Research Blvd. Ext. Large back yard with privacy fence. Home is 
already wired with security system.

118 Scotland Drive – Athens - $1,200
MLS#1802114 – Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Completely remodeled with new tile and LVP. New appliances and freshly painted. New interior 
doors ready to move in. Conveniently located, full brick home

18351 Dement Road - Athens - $2,000 mo.
MLS#1793515 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Beautiful Tree Lined Driveway on 8.7 acres. Well maintained rancher. Very cozy 
family room with gas log fi replace. Walking distance to the Elk River. Views that will 
make you want to sit out back for hours. Storm shelter in the ground in the carport.

FOR RENT

LEASED!!
LEASED!!

LEASED!!
LEASED!!
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VOTE MAY 24
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