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Britley Brown for District Judge, Place 2

VOTE JUNE 21

Britley and Jeremy Brown

Limestone County voters will 
decide who will serve as 
their District Judge, Place 2 

in the June 21, 2022, Republican 
Primary Runoff election. 
Driven by a passion for justice and 
fairness, Attorney Britley Leonard 
Brown is ready to answer the call 
to serve her community. 
Brown graduated from the 
University of Alabama School of 
Law in 2015 and went to work at 
Hand Arendall Harrison Sale LLC in 
2016. Her six years of experience 
includes work in the Circuit and 
District Courts, Juvenile Court, 
Probate Court and Bankruptcy 
Court of the Northern District of 
Alabama. 
When elected, Brown will utilize 
the Child Advocacy Center services 
for all juvenile offenders, be tough 
and impartial on child support 
violators and criminal offenders, 
work with local employers 
for additional work release 
opportunities so that the child 
will receive appropriate funds for 
care and maintenance, address 
court backlog by reviewing and 
disposing of cases quickly and 
effi ciently, and conservatively 
hand down jail sentences on fi rst 
time minor offenses in order to 
save taxpayer dollars.

continued on page 3



 Remember Mason Island?
It was a good swimming hole

A friend and I were talking 
about past times the other 
day, and he mentioned how 

people used to go out, especially 
on Saturdays and Sundays during 
the summer for an afternoon swim 
at their favorite swimming hole.
That got me to thinking about my 
favorite places to swim back then. 
My favorite was Mason Island 
on the Elk River.  Mason Island 
still exists today, but I doubt very 
much that many people use it as 
a swimming spot. Back when we 
used to go there, we had to drive 
to it by the way of a homemade 
road across a cotton fi eld. Mason 
Island is located northeast of Ma-
ples Bridge off Highway 127 near 
Elkmont, or west of the Veto com-
munity.
I had a chance to see the old swim-
ming hole a few summers ago 
during a visit with Dickie Hobbs, 
who at the time was fi ghting to 

keep wild hogs from his corn crop. 
He said wild hogs were hanging 
around Mason Island at the time.
Mason Island is where I learned to 
“dog paddle” thinking that I could 
really swim. I never was a good 
swimmer, even though back then I 
thought I was. We used to dive off 
those old logs into the water never 
thinking one bit how deep it was 
and what might be underneath 
the water. Mason Island was a fun 
place to swim. It was a good place 
for the entire family to go and cool 
off.
Another good spot I liked was a 
little watering hole we high school 
boys called the Ponder. That was 
a swimming hole just west of the 
town of Elkmont.
The Ponder was back in the woods. 
To get there, we had to walk about 
a mile. The Ponder was about fi ve 
feet deep at the time, and when 

you jumped in, it took a while to 
catch your breath. The Ponder was 
a cold, cold place, but we loved it 
especially after an afternoon of 
football practice in mid-July.
Those types of swimming holes 
don’t exist anymore. It seems 
nowadays the youth favor the city 
swimming pools if they don’t have 
one at home, which most do. And, 
I know you have to think about 
snakes that take to the water in 
the heat of the day.
Back then, though, we knew 
snakes were in the water, but we 
paid little or no attention to them. I 
can’t ever remember a snake bite 
at a swimming hole.
We took chances back then be-
cause we had little to fear from 
the wild. I would not care to ven-
ture back into that time as far as 
swimming is concerned, although 
a little dip at the Ponder or at Ma-

son Island would feel pretty good 
to beat the summer heat.
Reprint from June 12, 2014
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The judge in this courtroom 
would hear cases such as 
misdemeanors, child support, 
juvenile delinquency, truancy, 
along with district civil cases and 
preliminary felony hearings. Any 
judge in this position must have 

impeccable listening skills as well 
as have a thorough understanding 
of the law; Brown has both.
Brown’s community service 
includes being a member of the 
Athens Rotary Club and serves 

on three boards to better her 
community. Brown’s parents are 
Ginna and Brett Leonard. Her 
grandparents are Martha Jo and 
Fred Leonard and Hubert and 
Judy Chittam. Britley is married to 
Jeremy and they attend Journey 

Church. 
Brown humbly asks for your vote
for Limestone County District
Judge, Place 2 in the June 21,
2022, Republican Primary Runoff
election.

Britley Brown continued from page 1

Vote June 21 
in runoff election
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Spring T-Ball Champions

Season Champions - Orioles
The 5-6 year old T-ball Orioles team (called the Ironbirds)  soared to the top in season play. They went undefeated with a
12-0 record to clinch 1st place in regular season games. They were coached by Jeremiah McElyea and Patrick Johnson.

Tournament Champions - Rangers
After season play,  the  5-6 year old T-ball teams participated in an end-of-season tournament. Making their way through

the winning brackets and fi nishing on top were the Rangers.  They defeated the White Sox 12-10 to clinch the title of
Tournament Champions.  They were coached byJoseph Mitchell, Adam Hardison, Dustin White, and Damon Dees.
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By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

Gardening season is well un-
derway.  We are at the main-
tenance stage.  This year 

I have placed landscaping fabric 
covered with hay around my toma-
toes and plants that have vines 
such as squash, zucchini, and cu-
cumbers. This has cut down on a 
lot of chopping out the weeds.  As 
long as we keep the rows tilled, 
there is not too many weeds that 
get in the rows of plants.  But, you 
do have to stay on top of it.  We 
have been fortunate to get rains 
to keep the plants growing without 
having to water too much.
I picked the fi rst of the vegetables 
this week - zucchini.  The zucchini 
grow very fast.  You have to just 
about check them daily to keep 
them from growing way to big.  But, 
the big ones can be grated and 
used in zucchini bread recipes.  It 
won’t be long till we have squash 
and cucumbers because they are 
in full bloom.  Also, we have small 
green tomatoes.  Maybe they will 
be ready to eat by July 1st.

The garden is growing and looking 
really good.  I can’t wait until I can 
go out and pick the vegetables 
and bring them in to cook for 
supper.  It won’t be long!
I have been reading about when 
to harvest onions and how to store 
them.  The onion is fully mature 
when the tops start to fall over. 
Once the tops fall over, you can 
pull them, but will need to store 
them in a dry, shady place with 
aeration.  They need to be spread 
out and left until the tops all turn 

brown and dry up.
We will keep them in the barn 
during this process. Then you can 
cut off the roots and trim the tops 
off to about 1 inch from the bulb. 
Then you can move the onions to 

a cool, dark place for long term
storage.  We use our basement
for storing onions and potatoes.
Onions will keep for several
months.

Growing your garden
T

H
E
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Car show on the Athens square
By Danny Johnson

Staff Writer

The Athens Car and Bike Show 
was really a fun event for car 
and bike enthusiasts and 

spectators.  Some of the fi nest 
mechanical achievements in the 
past 80 years were displayed at 
the square. The vintage vehicles 
were preserved in mint condition.  
Many of the vehicles appeared to 
have just rolled off the show room 
fl oor. The show offered a variety of 
makes and models. 

I grew up in the early 70’s and was 
a Mopar fan. The 1969 and ‘70 
Roadrunner was my dream car 
growing up. Some of my friends 
had the popular GM Chevelle. 
When the hemi engines rolled out 
of the assembly plant and into the 
car show room, they provided the 
most powerful engine in a factory-
made vehicle. The hemi cars soon 
earned a lot of respect from the 
drag circuit.  
Owners of these beautiful cars 
and bikes share a love many of 
us have for fi ne time-tested motor 

cars.
The rat rods have lately started 
to grow on me. The ability to fi nd 
a vintage truck or car stored in a 
barn or shed forgotten for years 
and suddenly given new life 
amaze me. Leaving the skin of the 
vehicle original with rust and old 
paint, rebuilding the mechanical 
components, and making it road 
ready is special. 
The spectators enjoyed the 
vehicles on display and the 
fellowship of car lovers.

Renovating a vintage can run into 
the thousands of dollars. I am
amazed parts are still available 
for cars over 80 years old. paint 
jobs on the vintage gems are
much better than the factory
paint of long ago. The internet
has provided a means of locating 
parts and vintage cars for sale. 
Athens put on a good car show 
from time to time. Make sure to 
take time to visit the next show on 
the beautiful Athens square.  

Note: Pictures from 2017
Athens car show
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Getting the cane poles 
down and digging a can 
of earthworms means 

one thing. We are getting things 
together for a bream-fi shing trip. 
The full moon in May is the prefect 
time to catch bream on bream 
beds. Bream beds are located on 
gravel fl ats in 2 to 3 feet of water. 
I remember catching a basket full 
of bluegill and shell crackers in 
a afternoon. My granddad and I 
would wade a gravel underwater 
roadbed near Elk River Mills. 
We would make a worm can and 
tie a piece of staging so we could 
hang it around our neck to keep 
our fi shing worms in. We often 
used an old onion sack to carry 
our fi sh in. Local produce markets 
would save the mesh sacks for us 
to use as fi sh bags. We shared our 
catch with friends and neighbors. 
Mr. Clem ran a produce market 
and always would take a mess of 
bream and shell crackers.
We cut our fi shing poles off the 

riverbank and took them home to 
dry out. Straight was a requirement 
you looked for in a good fi shing cane. 
To be sure the cane dried out true 
and straight, a wire was attached to 
the tip of the cane, and it was hung 
in a tree until it was dried.
My grandson, Callan, has shown an 
interest in fi shing. It’s rewarding to 
see kids having fun in the outdoors. 
Kids spend too much time sitting 
around on the couch playing with 
an electronic pad. For the long-
term benefi t of children, the pad 
time should be limited each day.
Recently, Callan got to go on a 
fi shing trip for bream. His dad, 
Jonathan, took Callan fi shing. 
He was amazed at the questions 
asked and the bond they 
established the day of fi shing. 
Fishing allows some one-on-one 
time with your children.
Callan had the luck to catch the big 
bream of the day. In the old days, 
we would bring the fi sh home for a 

fi sh fry. Pan fi sh meat is some of 
the sweetest found in freshwater 
bodies of water. We are blessed in 
North Alabama with many rivers 

and ponds to fi sh in. 
Our next outing is to do some frog
hunting. Frog legs make for some
mighty fi ne dining.   

Enjoying the outdoors

Callan with a trophy bluegill he caught.

Callan with his fi rst largemouth bass. 



The boys of the holler were 
always looking for some 
friendly competition they 

could put a wager on.
Uncle Luther ran a blacksmith 
shop at Leggtown.  He would save 
worn horseshoes for us to use as 
throwing shoes. Humpy would 
drive an iron rod in the ground 
to toss the shoe at. If the shoe 
hooked the iron rod, a player 
would score 5 points. If the shoe 
leaned against the iron rod, you 
got 3 points. A shoe landing close 
to the pole, the player would get 
one point. A winning score was 
21. Dalton was a great horseshoe 
player.  He could get a ringer one 
out of 2 shoes thrown. If a shoe 
was a ringer and an opposing 
player topped the ringer it nullifi ed 
the fi rst ringer.
If Dalton teamed up with Uncle 
Grady, they could not be beat. 
The small towns around Leggtown 
had tournaments for the best 
throwers to compete. Dalton and 
Uncle Grady won their share of 
the competitions. 
The winning prize might be a hog 
or a coonhound puppy. A player 
was allowed to carry their own 
personal throwing shoes. Dalton 
liked to fi ll the throwing pit with a 
mixture of sawdust and fi ne clay. 
The shoes would slide like they 
were on glass.
I saw a game won with 5 shoes 
thrown. The boys took horseshoe 
throwing serious. They wanted 
everybody to be quiet while they 
were tossing their shoes. Uncle 
Grady would say, “Hold it down if 
you don’t want me to come over 
there.” I wondered what he would 
have done if he had gone over 
there.
The big show down came down 
to a competition scheduled at 

Bethel. The grand prize was a 
J.C. Higgins 12-gauge shotgun. 
Dalton and Uncle Grady were a 
favorite to win.
A large crowd of folks showed 
up for the big tournament. The 
winner was decided by the best 
out of fi ve matches. Dalton and 
Uncle Grady lost the fi rst match. 
21 to 11. Then they went on to 
win 3 matches in a row taking the 
tournament. The shotgun was 
awarded to team Dalton. Dalton 
wanted the gun really bad and 
settled up with Uncle Grady with 
some holding money.
The J.C. Higgins was a beautiful 
gun with rabbit ears. The gun was 
enlaid in 24-karat gold. Uncle 

Grady said, “That gun is too 
beautiful to hunt with.” The gun 
barrel was 28 inches long with a 
walnut stock.
Mr. Gordon gave a box of 12 
super-X shotgun shells to go 

with the gun. The boys of the 
holler had a good payday they 
earned with their skill of throwing 
horseshoes.

Horseshoe-tossing
competition

UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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The old proverb “Idol hands 
are the devil’s workshop,” 
suggests that if you do not 

keep yourself busy, the devil will 
tempt you to sin. While this prov-
erb resonates as a reminder to 
stay busy, this article will bring 
light to what Psalms 46:10 - Be 
still, and know that I am God; I will 
be exalted among the nations, I 
will be exalted in the earth! In this 
article, let’s take a look at how you 
can be so busy in life that you do 
not have time to refl ect on Psalms 
46:10. 
Psalm 46:10, is a popular verse 
for comforting ourselves and oth-
ers—many people tend to think 
this verse means to rest or relax 
in who God is. This verse does en-
courage believers to refl ect on who 
God is, but there is more to this 
psalm than one verse—and verse 
10 is actually more of a wake-up 
call to be in awe than a gentle call 
to rest. Taking time out of our day 
to meditate on Scripture and be 
silent with listening ears toward 
God is mentioned in other sec-
tions of Scripture (Psalm 119:15, 
Joshua 1:8, Luke 5:16, and oth-
ers). But this command—“Be 
still…”—is written in the context of 
a time of trouble and war; there-
fore, we should consider the verse 
with that context in mind.

When we can’t control a situation 
we’re facing, fear takes over. We 
need the peace of knowing God 
works on our behalf at all times. 
Deuteronomy 7:9 says, “the Lord 
your God is indeed God.” So how 
do we learn to “be still and know” 
this when facing our biggest bat-
tles?
As God addresses Israel, He is 
not just telling them to “be still” 
or “rest”. If this is written during 
a time of war, which it most like-
ly is, God is commanding them to 
“stop fi ghting” and open their eyes 
to who He is. In some translations, 
it is phrased as “cease striving.”  
It’s easy to be fearful when things 
aren’t going well or when we are 
faced with challenges and con-
fl icts in our life. In the midst of 
their struggle, however, God tells 
His people to wake up and recog-
nize who’s on their side. 
In that light, the tone of this verse 
can be read: stop striving, stop 
fi ghting, and stop trying to do 
things on your own. Stop stressing 
about the battle ahead and trust 
me. Wake up! I am the Lord. I am 
your refuge and your strength. 
You have nothing to fear or worry 
about when I am with you. I will 
fi ght your battles and deal with 
your enemies. Don’t try and do my 
job for me. Be patient, be still, and 

let me go to work.
In the midst of confl ict and life 
turmoil, sometimes we just need 
 to open our eyes, step back, stop 
what we’re doing, and acknowl-
edge who God is and what He can 
do. Doing so provides comfort in 

the chaos and peace in the midst
of struggle. We can rest, be calm, 
be untroubled, and be at peace
knowing that when troubles threat-
en to overtake us, God’s presence
surrounds us.

Be still and know that I am God
CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon

pjarmon@madison.k12.al.us
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 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.



June 10, 2022                                                                 THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                                Page 11

DEB’S Delights

Ingredients
    4 cups chopped
     cooked chicken
    2 hard boiled eggs,
     fi nely chopped
    2 ribs celery, fi nely chopped
    1/4 medium sweet or
     white onion, fi nely chopped
    1/2 cup chopped pecans
    2 tablespoons pickle relish
     (You can use dill or sweet.
     I much prefer the dill.)
    2 teaspoons creole or
     spicy brown mustard
    1/2 to 3/4 cup mayonnaise
    salt and pepper to taste

Instructions
Place the chicken, eggs, celery, 
onions, and pecans in a large 
bowl.
In a medium bowl, make the 
dressing by whisking together the 

relish, mustard, and mayonnaise.
Add the dressing to the chicken 
mixture and toss to coat. Add salt 
and pepper to taste. Cover and 
refrigerate to allow the fl avors to 
meld for at least an hour. Serve on 
crackers, sandwiches, etc.

by Debra Johnson

Pecan Chicken Salad from Southern Bites Recipes

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery



SUNGLASSES
SAND CASTLE
OCEAN
SHORELINE 
SUNBATHING

BEACH BALL
WAVES
SEA TURTLES
VOLLEYBALL
FLIP FLOPS

SWIMMING
SURFBOARD
HERMIT CRAB
BOATING
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• Sporting Goods Retailer • Screen Printing 

• Embroidery • Trophies • Laser Engraving 

• Sublimation • Vinyl Lettering • Awards 

• Promotional Products • Spirit Wear 

701 Hwy 31 S 

256-232-6038

MOW AROUND, UNDER, BETWEEN, UP AND OVER EVERY OBSTACLE.

256-232-9115 HRAGRIPOWER.COM

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH • TANNER, AL 35671

plus WE ARE YOUR PARTS 
& SERVICE EXPERTS!

Z100 
KOMMANDER

Z400

Z200

Z700

ASK ABOUT 
LOW-RATE FINANCING!
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Photos from the Past

Homer Terry Garage 1939 Belle Mina. The garage opened in 
1932. Homer Terry is at the pump. His cousin, Gwinn Terry

(son of Mr. & Mrs. Straude Terry) is on the left.

A sea going tug being launched on the Tennessee River in Decatur, AL
on its way to the Gulf of Mexico, in the 1950s

Two excellent Athens radio personalities Bob Dunnavant (left 
center) and Frank Schrimsher (right center) with Grand Ole Opry 

Stars Roy Acuff (far left) and Pee Wee King (far right)

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320
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Every Camaro lover knows 
the story of the phenomenal 
1969 ZL1. Born out of the 

success of Jim Hall’s Chaparral/
Chevrolet aluminum big-blocks 
in the Can Am series, the all-
aluminum 1969 ZL1 was based on 
the legendary Corvette iron block/
iron heads L88, but updated with 
goodies like open chamber heads 
that moved cubic tons of volume 
and made enormous horsepower 
and torque.
It was the dominance of the Cam 
Am engine that inspired Fred Gibb 
Chevrolet to suggest to Chevrolet 
that they develop a package for the 
Camaro that would accommodate 
the 427 ZL1 for drag racing. 
Chevrolet had long been out of 
“offi cially” supporting drag racing, 
leaving only stalwarts like Dick 
“Mr. Chevrolet” Harrell and Bill 
“Grumpy” Jenkins to carry the Bow 
Tie banner down the professional 
quarter-mile. Gibb and Harrell had 
an eye toward the upcoming Pro 
Stock class that would begin with 
the 1970 NHRA season, and felt 
a ZL1-equipped Camaro could win 
big over the Hemi, especially since 
the 500-pound ZL1 would enjoy a 
150-pound advantage over the 
Elephant engine.
Gibb was no stranger to the COPO 
program. COPO stood for Central 
Offi ce Production Order and was 
used to produce vehicles in limited 
quantities that were deviations 

from regular production. The only 
requirement was that COPOs 
had to use production parts 
and be approved by Chevrolet 
Engineering. COPOs could be 
used to order anything from a fl eet 
of taxi cabs or school buses to the 
minimum of special cars to qualify 
for drag racing.
Working with Chevrolet Engine-
ering’s Vince Piggins, Gibbs 
ordered 50 1969 Camaros 
through the COPO program in the 
summer of 1968. They started 
with the L78 Camaro SS with 
14x7 wheels, cast-iron exhaust 
manifolds and F41 heavy-duty 
suspension. The option was 
tagged 9560 with the ZL1 all-

aluminum engine and a choice 
of either the M40 Turbo Hydra 
Matic, M20 wide ratio four-speed, 
M21 close ratio or heavy service 
M22 “Rockcrusher” close ratio 
four-speed (Gibb later deleted the 
M22, feeling it wasn’t worth the 
cost). A special 15-pound nodular 
fl ywheel was used with stick 
models. Only one rear-axle ratio 
was specifi ed, a 4.10:1 differential 
with heat-treated ring and pinion 
and Posi-traction limited slip. The 
steel ZL-2 cold air induction hood 
was included, along with heavy 
duty springs with fi ve leaf rears, 
heavy duty radiator, transistorized 
ignition, power front disc brakes 
and F70x14 white lettered tires.

All 50 cars received a black vinyl
interior, came without radio and 
were offered in only fi ve colors:
Cortez Silver, Fathom Green, Dusk 
Blue, LeMans Blue and Hugger
Orange. Ten cars were built in
each color and those ten were split 
between four equipped with M40s
and six with M21 transmissions. 
The exterior trim was limited to
blue Bow Tie emblems on the 
grille and rear panel and Camaro
badges on the header panel,
fenders and deck lid. The grilles
were Argent Silver. And while iron
big-blocks were always painted 
orange, the ZL1 was left in its all-
aluminum glory.

1969 ZL1 Camaro Legacy



June 10, 2022                                                                 THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                                Page 15

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH  by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning Class 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Evening Class 3:00 p.m. 

on-line class Facebook Live  

Wednesday Night Class 6:30 p.m. 

Class for all ages.

My wife and I have been 
blessed with four 
wonderful children. Two 

of them are our biological sons, 
while the other two (half brother 
and sister) came to us by way of 
adoption. When my wife and I 
were fi rst discussing the possibility 
of adopting, we called Sacred 
Selections to get some questions 
answered. Somewhere in the 
conversation, it was mentioned 
that adoption is like adding 
another seat at the table. Well, 
our table had two empty seats 
which were eventually fi lled by two 
amazing children.
Of course, there’s much more 
that goes into adoption than just 
adding another seat at the table, 
but the illustration was powerful. 
Adding another seat to the table 
means adding another family 
member and all the ups and 
downs that go along with that. 
It means adding new attitudes 
(good and bad), conversations, 
and personalities. It means 
blending individuals who have no 
DNA resemblance and sometimes 
no physical resemblance. In other 
words, another seat at the table 
means whoever is sitting at this 
table, is family. We will rejoice 
together, laugh together, cry 
together, struggle together and 
succeed together. 
As we have gone through our 
adoption journey, I’ve come to 

appreciate what God has done 
for his children. First, as a child 
of God, we are all adopted. 
Ephesians 1:4-5 says, “just 
as He chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love, having 
predestined us to adoption as 
sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of 
His will.” How does it feel to know 
that your Heavenly Father chose 
you to be part of His family? 
Jesus Christ has offered us hope 
and salvation into the family of 
God. Paul told the Galatians, “For 
you are all sons of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many 
of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. And if 
you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise” (v. 26-
29). There are no divisions in 
God’s family. It doesn’t matter 
what you look like, where you’re 
from, or the sins of your past. 
Baptism into Jesus Christ means 
you are family. My wife and I are 
white and our daughter is black. 
My wife was told the other day that 
her and our daughter looked alike. 
Not really, but it was nice of them 
to say. However, to God…skin color 

doesn’t matter. What matters is a 
heart that loves God and follows 
Jesus. When we do that, we are all 
sons of God.
Being a part of God’s family is 
like having a seat at the table. 

He keeps adding to the family. He 
keeps loving us and providing for 
us. One day, our family will get to
spend eternity together. Heaven is 
our home and I can’t wait to get 
home and see my family. 

Another seat at the table



HORSE SENSE

Ever ask your horse something 
and he just couldn’t do it. 
You get frustrated, mad 

and yell, ‘STUPID HORSE’, what’s 
wrong with you? Don’t you know 
anything?????? You dumb 
animal. That’s a typical human 
reaction to the situation. When 
a horse doesn’t do what we ask 
we begin to blame the horse. Not 
taking into consideration we may 
not be asking in the way the horse 
understands. Oftentimes people 
will say the horse doesn’t do 
something just because he doesn’t 
want to. That’s just not the case. 
That is a lack of understanding on 
our part, not the horse. Horses will 
usually do what we ask if we ask 
in the way they understand. This 
is where you should be thinking…
the person who reacts this way 
should get more knowledge of 
how horses learn and also they 
should remove themselves from 
the situation, meaning, they 
should make it about the horse 
and not themselves. 

When a horse doesn’t do what we 
ask, it’s not from being unwilling. 
He will do all he understands to 
do. Here’s what’s important about 
this. If you’re trying to get your 
horse to do something and he just 
doesn’t get it, what should you ask 
yourself? He doesn’t understand? 
No! He just doesn’t know what you 
are asking of him. That’s all it is. 
Take more time with your horse to 
help him understand. Try to fi gure 
out the correct way to ask. Getting 
bigger and loud is not the answer. 
Get with someone who can help 
you, someone who teaches how 
to understand the horse’s nature.

Horses don’t know right from 
wrong; they know easy. Whatever 
is easiest for them to understand 
is what they do. 

If you’re doing the wrong thing for 
the horse, you are against what 
the horse understands – his na-
ture. Don’t be so hard on the 

horse. Try communicating the way 
he understands. If you don’t know, 
get someone to help you.

Be consistent and fair when ask-
ing. If you are not, this can con-
fuse the horse. A confused horse 
will soon turn into a frustrated and 
mad horse and oftentimes balk. 
Then you have to take time to go 
back to somewhere he knows to 
stop at a positive place for the 
horse. 

Final note: If you don’t understand 
the nature of the horse, under-
stand how they learn, how they 
communicate and how to know 
they language, how do you expect 
to make progress with your hors-
es. What would help you to move 
from frustration and being angry 
or just plain giving up on your 
horse to enjoying it? 

Best thing I can tell you is this. Get 
all the information you can from 
reliable resources, from people 
who have had tremendous suc-
cess with horses. You could begin 
by reading, watching and studying 
successful people, which will take 
you longer and many mistakes or 
you could get some one-on-one 
coaching with a good instructor 
who not only knows how to read 
horses and help you move faster 
in your endeavor but who can also 

teach and knows how to teach 
each person and horses at the 
correct speed.

Good luck with your journey with 
horses.

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses

through Communication
256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radio
Host ‘All About Horses’ TV 

View at https://www.facebook.
com/jimswannermedia/

 President -
Alabama Horse Council

Owner K-I-N Stables -
Horse Boarding Facility

Natural Horsemanship Sessions 
Available one-on-one or groups

Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician

Writer for: The Valley Star;
The Star Sportsman newspapers

Horse and Ranch Magazine

Understanding How to Ask, is ‘Key’
 by Jim Swanner
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 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
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(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP



CALENDARCALENDAR
High Cotton Arts

Weekly Public Hours
Wednesdays & Thursdays 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Fridays & Saturdays

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Jun 11, 2022 -- Athens 
Saturday Market is a state-
certifi ed farmers’ market. Enjoy 
fresh produce, baked goods, 
music, art, and crafts at the 
Green Street pavilion (409 
West Green Street in Athens) 
from 8:00AM to 12:00PM. 
Jun 11, 2022 -- Kids Fishing 
Rodeo  9:00am - 12:00pm  The 
Limestone County Sportsman 
Club is hosting the free fi shing 
rodeo from 9:am till noon. Prizes 
and lunch take place at noon. 
Located at 23117 Kennedy Road 
in Athens. For more information 
call 256.434.1674
Jun 11, 2022 -- Food Truck 
Saturday -11:00am - 4:00pm  
Enjoy the Food Truck Saturday 
in Ardmore featuring Southern 
WAGYU Meat Markets, Two 
Dames with Dogs, Diamond Diva 
Donuts and Teresitastamales. 
Corner of Main Street and 
Ardmore Ave.
Jun 11-14, 2022--  Truth 
Lectureship - CEI Bookstore 
in Athens will present a Truth 
Lectureship on June 11-14th/ 
Held at Athens Bible School. 
Singing will occur at 7:00pm. 
More details and registration 
can be found on our websiteJun 
14, 2022 -- Flag Day - 
Observed  Local governments, 
area agencies, attractions, 
restaurants and shops may be 
closed or have modifi ed hours 
of operation in observance of 
this holiday. Please call ahead to 
confi rm availability and hours.

Jun 17 and  18, 2022 -- 
Ardmore Truck and Tractor 
Pull - Bring the family and enjoy 
the Ardmore Truck and Tractor 
Pull at 226425 Hamlett St in 
Ardmore, TN. Part of the Lucas 
Oil Pulling League, there will be 
classes in six different divisions. 
Gates open at 5:00PM and 
competition begins at 7:00PM 
For more information call (256) 
262-2649
Jun 17, 2022 -- Singing on the 
Square - 7:00pm - 9:00pm  
Singing on the Square with 
Scott & Kristi Nix with the 
SideHustles. Concert begins at 
7pm till 9pm on the Courthouse 
Steps at the Downtown Square. 
This is a FREE event. Marion 
Street will be closed between 
Washington and Market to 
allow for guests to bring their 
own folding chair to sit in. Food 
trucks will be available as well 
as the local restaurants 
Jun 18, 2022 -- USSA Travel 
State Championship  Don’t 
miss outstanding ball at the the 
Sports Plex in Athens. For more 
details contact the Athens 
Parks and Recreation offi ce at 
(256) 233-8740

Jun 19, 2022
FATHER’S DAY   

Jun 19, 2022-- Junetheenth 
Observance -- local governments, 
area agencies, attractions, 
restaurants and shops may be 
closed or have modifi ed hours 
of operation in observance of 
this holiday. Please call ahead to 
confi rm availability and hours.
Jun 23, 24, and 25, 2022 
-- Athens Lions Club Kiddie 
Carnival – Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday nights from 6:30 – 
9:30. They have 10 rides that 

are best suited for kids ages 
2-10 years. Free admission to 
the carnival and each ride is just 
a 50¢ ticket. They have bingo 
and delicious concessions on-
site such as hamburgers, hot 
dogs, chicken sandwiches, 
chicken fries, funnel cakes, 
bottled water, and soft drinks. 
Also served are cotton candy, 
sno cones, and other crowd 
favorites. The Athens Lions 
Club property is located at 309 
E Forrest St. in Athens, AL, it’s 
across from the former Athens 
Elementary School. Free 
parking!
Jun 24, 2022 -- Fridays After 
Five Dance Party Night – 
Juice, a party and dance band, 
will perform from 7:00 p.m. 

until 8:30 p.m. Based out
of Huntsville, they bring an 
energetic soulful funk sound to
the music they play.
Jun 17, 2022 – Athens Dulcimer 
Group and Jun 24, 2022 – Clay
Jones Band The new Athens 
Main Street Merchants Alley 
Happy Hour Music Series will 
take place every Friday night,
April 1 to July 29, 2022, in the
newly renovated alleyway on 
Jefferson Street from 5 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. This will give patrons
a great start to their weekend. 
Each Friday, there will be a 
new performer – allowing for a 
variety of musical acts.
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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The 16th annual Elk River 
Boat Party, hosted by Mike 
& Bridgett Jackson, will be 

held this year on Saturday, July 2, 
2022, and will go from 3 pm un-
til 7:00 p.m. This year has such 
a different meaning to us as we 
have faced many challenges in 
our personal lives. So much that 
being able to move forward and 
appreciate the life we have, well, 
has new meaning for us all. We all 
have our own stories and we know 
how that feels to not want to even 
get up and get dressed. I’m so 
happy, and honored, to continue 
to do this boat party for the peo-
ple I care about the most, and es-
pecially this year as we have lost 
loved ones and friends along the 
way. In special honor and memo-
ry of Adam Moon, Beth Jackson 
Moon’s husband, who passed 
away this January, we are asking 
that everyone fl y fl ags on their 
boats for Moon’s favorite teams. 
They are the Atlanta Braves, Au-
burn and the Texas Longhorns. I 
was told he loved the New Orleans 
Saints as well. So, dig those fl ags 
out and show the love for our guy 
“Moongoose” this July 2. 
Let’s all come together this July, 
smile, wave to each other, and just 
have fun-forget the last 2 years, the 
politics, the wars, the hatred, and 
the changes taking place in this 
world. The one thing that hasn’t 
changed is GOD- and we know he 
brings people together, in Church 

on Sunday and to celebrations 
like this so that we can love each 
other and just hang out. 
The best part about having this 
event is seeing everyone, on 
the water throughout the year, 
waving and asking us-“hey, you 
still having the boat party this 
year?” And, “man we love it and 
can’t wait to come this year.” This 
simple gesture of recognition and 
kindness means more to us than 
new could ever express in words. 
True friendship comes to mind. 
It’s an honor for us.
Kozmic Mama will be playing as 
she has for the past 15 years.  
I love listening to Mama sing 
because no matter what kind of 
day you have had, she brings that 
bluesy vibe that makes you kick 
back on a fl oat, drink a cool one, 
and just say oh yeah-this is what 
it’s all about. We love Mama and 
you won’t fi nd a better and sweeter 
lady to hang out with.  She shoes 
up, and shows out. I always ask 
Mama if she is ready for another 
boat party and her response is 
always “Lord yes!”  She is an 
amazing person and an amazing 
recording artist.  People love her 
from young to old. Say what you 
want, she still rolls with the best 
of them.  Bands come and go but 
Mama has been around since 
1991. We expect her to come out 
singing with that awesome voice 
and ready to rock the river!
We are hoping for an even larger 

crowd this year as we hear the boat 
sales are incredible and people 
are spending their vacations on 
the water this year. We have tried 
counting the boats and estimate 
usually around 250 to 350 boats 
every year, depending upon the 
weather of course. “Many of the 
people that attend this event plan 
their summer holiday around it and 

stay on the water all weekend”. It’s
really awesome to see that many 
people come together to hang out 
and just have some family fun! 
The river truly is a unique 
experience if you have never really 
been out on it much. Families 
bring their parents for Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Labor Day- it is just really cool to 
see. Pack a cooler, a blanket, and 
head out for some sunshine and 
family time. And hey! Don’t forget 
your friends! Give them a ride if 
they don’t have a boat to attend. 
Directions to the Boat Party: The 
only way to get to the party is by 
boat, and the directions are as
follows: from the Tennessee River, 
go north on the Elk River and under
Lee Hi Bridge (U.S. 72 bridge). Turn
left into Anderson Creek and the
party is on the right. The nearest
boat launch is the Lee Hi Bridge
boat launch. REMEMBER TO GO
UNDER THE LEE HI BRIDGE FOR 
THE BEST BOAT PARTY AROUND!

16th Annual Elk River boat party
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The Athens Lions Club Kiddie 
Carnival will be open Thurs-
day, Friday & Saturday nights 

June 23rd-July 30th from 6:30pm-
9:30pm. They have rides for kids 
along with great concessions and 
bingo! The rides are: small ferris 
wheel, rocket ships, small swings, 
carousel, cars, train, roller coast-
er, parachutes, large swings and 
the scrambler.
Concessions available include 
hamburgers, hot dogs, chick-
en sandwiches, french fries and 
cokes. Also available are the 
crowd favorites of cotton candy, 
snow cones and funnel cakes. 
Theirr concessions are very rea-
sonably priced and each of the 
rides is just one ticket, which is 50 
cents, with free admission. 
The Kiddie Carnival has provided 
family fun for kids and their fam-
ilies for several generations.  The 
Athens Lions Club Kiddie Carni-
val is in Athens at 309 E Forrest 
Street.

More information is available at 
their Facebook page:

Athens Lions Club Kiddie Carnival

The Tennessee Valley Old Time 
Fiddlers Concert Series, pre-
sented by WYTM Country, 

will continue on Thursday, July 14 
at 7:00 pm with a performance by 
The Quebe Sisters. The Fransiscos 
from Fort Payne, Alabama, winners 
of the Bluegrass Band category at 
the 2021 Fiddlers Convention, will 
open the show. The concert will be 
held at Athens State University in 
McCandless Hall.
With over 15 years of touring to 
date, The Quebe Sisters have de-
livered their authentic triple fi ddle 
and three-part harmony sound 
to the concert halls and festi-
vals of North America, Europe, 

and Russia. Grace, Sophia, and 
Hulda Quebe front an innovative 
Progressive Western Swing band 
of archtop guitar, upright bass, 
fi ddles, and sibling harmony. The 
Dallas-based fi ve-piece presents a 
unique Americana blend of West-
ern Swing, Jazz-infl uenced Swing, 
Country, Texas-style Fiddling, and 
Western music. Innovation has led 
the sisters to channel the musical 
connection between danceability 
and emotiveness, combining old 
sounds with new feelings and old 
feelings with new sounds.
Tickets for the event are $15.00 
for adults/$5.00 for children and 
can be purchased by visiting www.

TVOTFC.org or calling the offi ce of 
University Advancement at 256-
233-8215. This concert is brought 
to you by our Platinum Sponsor, 

Redstone Federal Credit Union 
and our Silver Sponsor, PH&J Ar-
chitects.

Kiddie Carnival opening June 23

2022 Fiddlers Concert Series
continues with The Quebe Sisters

You can tell by the thrill on their little faces that Myles Meadows, left, and Beckham Turner, had 
fun at last year’s Lions Club Kiddie Carnival in Athens. Myles is the son of Dusty and Melissa 
Meadows, and Beckham is the son of Brandon and Brooke Turner, all of Elkmont.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-431-7916

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Hubert Chittam
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-777-3330

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Diane “Curly” Hill
Realtor®

256-616-9086

Shannon Elliott
Realtor®

256-777-3311

Cathy Lamb
Realtor®

256-777+7502

Tyler Dorning
Realtor®

256-431-1789

Yesenia Armenta-Martinez
Realtor®

256-614-4587

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Andrew Ennis
Realtor®

256-777-8226

Roger McElyea
Realtor®

256-278-8798

Jenille Woodruff 
Realtor®

256-777+8881

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

The Phillips Team
Paula Phillips Realtor® 

256-777-4916
James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-656-2370
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10959 Douglas Drive - Clements - $580,000
MLS#1802363 - Jenille Woodruff , 256-777-8881

Waterfront Home! Own Your own piece of paradise! Home on 2 Waterfront lots with breathtaking 
views, nice level lots w/boat ramp, dock & lights, Tennessee River & Wheeler RLake, seasonal 
water, neighborhood boat ramp just a few doors down. Living room features beautiful rock 
wall, fully fi nished walk-out basement w/full kitchen & living room, large back deck to enjoy 
the beautiful views of the water, covered front porch, large 3 door detached 37X33 garrage, 
39X36 pole barn, fi sherman’s cleaning station building w/outdoor sink and counter and inside 
bathroom w/toilet and shower. Endless opportunities! Home is being sold “AS IS”.

Here’s your opportunity to invest in a Green Business! The indoor auditoriums have solar panels. There are 5 auditoriums (2 silver screens for 3D); each auditorium has C02 
monitors and dehumidifi ers. Projectors and HVACs bought in 2012. Each HVAC unit has a virus/bacteria killer installed. There is a fully stocked concession stand with 3 stations 
for concessions and 3 stations for tickets. Drive-in Theatre has 80 spots.

1702 S Jeff erson Street - Athens - $1,750,000
MLS#1792636, James Phillips, 256-656-2370

WATERFRONT!!WATERFRONT!!

PENDING!!

PENDING!!
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23258 St. John Road - East Limestone - $460,200
MLS#1807829 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

This modern farmhouse off ers loads of options. The split bedroom design off ers 5 bedrooms 
including the Master Suite, each with its own bathroom.The wide open living space with 
the kitchen overlooking the family and dining areas. A bonus room with a fi fth bedroom 
and bath is above the garage. This home is conveniently located to Athens and Madison. 
Wrapped in a Concrete Composite Hardi Board and 30 Yr Architectural Shingles. Built with 
energy effi  cient materials such as Tech Shield, Zip Board, Low E Windows and 2 Tank-less 
Hot Water Heaters. Customer Crown Molding with every detail in mind. Spacious covered 
patio off er plenty of space for outdoor living. Both porches have wood ceilings.

14343 Elk River Mills - West Limestone - $390,000
MLS#1809081 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Nice older home situated on 14.47 beautiful acres. Roof is 2-3 years. Entire HVAC system 
appx 3 years. Lots of gorgeous pine paneled walls and ceilings. 12x20 detached building. 
jacuzzi in master bath does not work. Property is being sold “AS IS”

14847 Cherokee Trail - Athens - $419,900
MLS#1807711 - Shannon Elliott, 256-777-3311

Beautiful home located in Indian Trace Neighborhood. Large yard with privacy fence. Formal 
Dining room and a study/offi  ce. Living room has cathedral ceiling with a gas fi replace, 
crown molding ,& wood fl oors. Breakfast area sits in a bay window over looking a large 
deck. Eat in Kitchen has beautiful cabinetry & a pantry. Laundry room has a utility sink 
and cabinets for storage. Down stairs bedroom could be a bedroom or an offi  ce and has a 
private full bath. Upstairs is there are two bedrooms with a jack and jill bath with separate 
vanities. Master bedroom with his & her closets, wood fl oors, a bay window sitting area, & 
glamour bath. Centricon system and crawl space is encapsulated.
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Hwy 72 - Clements - $999,000
MLS#1798845, Shannon Elliott, 256-777-3311

23711 Barkley Way - Tanner - $169,900
MLS#1798845, Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1406 South Hine St. - Athens - $400,00
MLS#1787713, Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Pruitt Street. - Athens - $20,00
MLS#1801040, Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

PENDING!!

PENDING!!
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18351 Dement Road - Athens - $2,000 mo.
MLS#1793515 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Beautiful Tree Lined Driveway on 8.7 acres. Well maintained rancher. Very cozy 
family room with gas log fi replace. Walking distance to the Elk River. Views that will 
make you want to sit out back for hours. Storm shelter in the ground in the carport.

FOR RENT


	star page 1
	star page 2
	star page 3
	star page 4
	star page 5
	star page 6
	star page 7
	star page 8
	star page 9
	star page 10
	star page 11
	star page 12
	star page 13
	star page 14
	star page 15
	star page 16
	star page 17
	star page 18
	star page 19
	star page 20
	star page 21
	star page 22
	star page 23
	star page 24

