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Staff photo by Sonny Turner
The Athens Orioles celebrate on the fi eld after they won the T-Ball championship at the Athens Sportsplex in a down to the wire 
16-12 game last Thursday night. The once beaten Orioles won a doubleheader to take the title,  beating the Blue Jays to advance 
to the tournament fi nals against the once-beaten Dodgers. Here, Orioles coach Jonathan Johnson gives out game balls to the 
players before awarding them with the championship trophies. More winners on page 6

Baseball T-Ball Champs
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Athens Lions Club Kiddie Carnival

The Athens Lions Club 2023 
Kiddie Carnival will be open 
June 22nd-July 29th.  We 

are open Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights 6:30p-9:30pm.  
We look forward to seeing you this 
summer!
There are 10 rides at the Kiddie 
Carnival best suited for children 
ages 2-10, they include a small fer-
ris wheel, train, swings, carousel, 
rocket ships, scrambler, parachute 
ride and mini roller coaster.
We also have bingo and great con-
cessions including hamburgers, 
chicken sandwiches, corn dogs, 
sno cones, cotton candy, popcorn 
and funnel cakes.
Free parking off site, free entry and 
each ride is only one 50 cent tick-
et.  The Kiddie Carnival is all vol-
unteer operated by Athens Lions 
Members and other volunteers!
Don’t miss it!
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Runaway Garden
By Debra Johnson

Staff Writer

I have said over and over that 
the hardest part of gardening 
is keeping the weeds out.  Well, 

this year I got behind working in 
my garden with setbacks beyond 
my control.  And, I have been trying 
to catch up and get the garden 
cleaned out.  Boy, the heat set in 
and we were not the lucky ones to 
get the rain showers lately.

So, I have been working in the heat 
and dust for about 2 weeks, but 
fi nally, things are looking better. 
After I cleaned out the weeds from 
the potatoes, I put landscaping 
fabric down the row, then covered 
it with hay.  Hopefully, this will 
keep the weeds at bay.  
My husband had to till the garden 
3 times to fi nally get the wild grass 
out of the middle of the rows. 

After each time  I would rake out 
the wild grass he uprooted. I had 
several wheelbarrows full of 
grass that came out of the garden.  
I dug up the weeds in between the 
plants by hand.  We fertilized and 
watered all the plants and they 
are looking much better now. 
I did have some little helpers to 
come and fi nish planting a few 
sweet potato plants.  My sister 

brought her granddaughters 
from Georgia to visit, and they 
loved helping out in the garden.  
It amazes me how interested 
children are in learning how to 
plant a garden.  They are always
willing to help. 
I am just glad things are looking 
better and maybe I can take a 
little break for a while, but I am 
going to keep a watchful eye and 
not let the weeds take over again!

T
H

E

Garden looks much better after a lot of work.

Mila and Lenny helping me 
plant sweet potato slips.Before: My runaway garden.

After: Clean garden.
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Athens hosting Olympic-style events
for Masters Games of Alabama

More than 600 people 
throughout the state will 
compete this month at 

the district level in the Masters 
Games of Alabama, and Athens is 
hosting some of those events.
The District 2 competitions in 
Athens will be June 14 and June 16 
at the Athens Recreation Center at 
the Sportsplex on U.S. 31. 
Masters Games of Alabama is a 
non-profi t organization dedicated 
to promoting healthy lifestyles 
for active adults ages 50 and 
older. The games began in Oxford 
in 1989 and evolved to include 
an Olympic-style atmosphere. 
Participants do compete at the 
district level to qualify for the 
State Games in October, but the 
organization states the focus 
is more on fun and fellowship 
instead of competition. The goal 
is to promote social, mental and 

physical activities for this age 
group.
District 2 includes participants 
from Limestone, Cullman, DeKalb, 
Jackson, Lawrence, Madison, 
Marshall and Morgan counties. 
There are 10 members from the 
Athens Activity Center who will 
compete. They are:
• Roger Beddingfi eld
• Melinda Jones
• Linda Black
• Paul Irons
• Helga Stover
• Joan Brooks

• Deborah Brewer
• Betty Bolton
• Tony Thornock
• Amy Golden
“Our seniors are eager to 
participate and are ready to 
represent Athens well,” said 
Golden, who also serves as the 
Athens Activity Center director. 
“One of our competitors considers 
himself the domino king, and 
playing dominoes gives him 
something to look forward to 
each day. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to promote excitement 

and socialization for him and our 
other seniors.”
Events that will occur at the Rec 
Center will be domino doubles, 
domino singles, basketball free 
throw, cornhole, pickleball doubles, 
pickleball mixed doubles and 
softball throw. 
A schedule is available online at: 
https://www.athensalabama.us/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=181

.

SPRINGTIME IS TTRACTORR TIME!

SEE US FOR ALL 
YOUR PARTS & 

SERVICE NEEDS!

FINANCING0%
A.P.R.

$0DOWN

72FOR 
UP 
TO MONTHS*

DON’T MISS 

AMAZING AMAZING 
FINANCING OFFERS!

*0% Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 72 months on purchases of select new Kubota BX & L Series 
equipment from participating dealers’ in stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota 
Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 72 monthly payments of $13.89 per $1,000 

financed. Some exceptions apply. Terms subject to change. Offers expire 6/30/23. This material is for 
descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any 

liability from the use of this material. For more information, see Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com

BX SERIES SUB-COMPACT TRACTORL SERIES COMPACT TRACTOR

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH
TANNER, AL 35671

256-232-9115
HRAGRIPOWER.COM
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By Bridget Jackson
The annual Elk River Boat Party 
will be Saturday, July 1, and 
will go from 3-7 p.m. It’s free 
to the public and by boat only.
This year starts a new era as we 
present a new band. It is with a 
heavy heart that we are changing 
bands for the very fi rst time Kozmic 
Mama is no longer playing at our 
party but remains a dear friend.
That being said, we are very excited 
and pleased to announce that the 
5-group band “Sipsey Falls” will 
be playing our boat party this year. 
We have been following them for a 
while now and liked what we saw.
During intermission, Mike and 
Bridgett will pass out free koozies 
to all the boaters and sponsors 
to thank them for coming. 
The koozies list the sponsors 
for this event and we are so 
thankful they continue to make 
this happen for the community.
Planning this part of the party is 
always fun because each year we 
pick up new sponsors and get to 

see some of our repeat sponsors. 
We are constantly meeting new 
people and, in a way, connecting 
businesses together during this 
event. Giving back to the same 
community you grew up with is such 
an honor. Most of the sponsors are 
friends to us and to each other.
We estimate around 250 to 300 
boats attend each year. Of course, 
each year that number changes with 
attendance. “Many of the people 
that attend this event plan their July 
4th holiday weekend around it and 
stay on the water all weekend. It’s 
simply amazing to see!
Kids can go water skiing, ski 
boarding, and the Alabama Marine 
Police as well as the Rescue 
Squad will be on duty, watching 
out for everyone. There are also 

the famous bluffs down from the 
party where many just tie up and 
hang out, and watch others jump 
off the bluff. It’s just a great day to 
be on the water. Boats tie up, sit 
on the back of their boats and just 
hang out for some good music
THE BAND
The band playing this year’s boat 
party, “Sipsey Falls,” is North 
Alabama’s premier country band. 
The band members have all played 
in the music industry for 20-plus 
years with different groups, and 
have combined their talents to 
form a supergroup, emphasizing 
harmonies and steel guitar licks. 
This band is known for playing 
a variety of music ranging from 
Merle Haggard to the real country 
music on the radio today but pride 

themselves with carrying the torch 
of traditional country music with
high energetic shows on stage
and a lot of crowd involvement.
That’s why this year we are doing
something unique and pretty cool
that has never been done on the 
creek - we will have scan codes
available so that the boaters can 
scan the code, request songs,
and it goes right to the band. So, 
the boaters have the opportunity 
to not only enjoy the show but 
participate in what music is
played. We are super excited 
about this opportunity to add such 
a cool addition to the event.
Directions  to  the  Boat  Party: (BY BOAT ONLY)
You can come to our event by dropping your 
boat in at Lee-Hi community dock, or by the 
Tennessee River to Anderson Creek. If you are 
traveling from the Tennessee River, go north
on the Elk River and under Lee-Hi Bridge (U.S.
72 bridge). Turn left into Anderson Creek
and the party is on the right. The nearest
boat launch is the Lee-Hi Bridge boat launch.
For more information, go to the 17th Annual 
Elk River Boat Party on Facebook and then 
get yourself to the celebration, even if you 
have to hitch a ride!

Elk River boat party set for July 1



Athens Youth Spring Recreation 
Sports Coming to an End
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The A’s were the 7-8 Tournament Champs. Head Coach was 
Jeremy Alexander with help from Jackson Burgreen,

Eric Stanford, and David Dean.

Congratulations to the American League All Stars
5-6 year old American League All Stars played the National 

League All Stars for the fi nale of the
Spring baseball season at the Sportsplex.

The American League All Stars won the game.  
Coached by Jonathan Johnson and many assistants.

6 and under Softball Tournament Champs were the Buc’ees. 
They went undefeated  for the season as well.

Head Coach was David Gough.

By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

The citizens of Athens 
are fortunate to have a 
recreation facility like the 

Sportsplex on Hwy 31 for our 
youth to use in playing their sport 
of choice: T-ball, softball, baseball, 

or soccer.  It seems every year 
there are more young people 
participating in these sports.  This 
is a good way for  kids to learn how 
to play together as a team, learn 
sportsmanship, as well as learn 
skills for their sport.
Thanks to the many parents 

that volunteer to coach these 
youngsters. Many hours go into 
the practice and preparation for 
the games.  It is rewarding for 
parents and grandparents to see 
their children play and have fun as 
well as see them improve as the 
season continues.   

The Spring season has come to an
end with Tournament games and 
the Champions being rewarded.
Anyone wanting to continue to play 
these sports, Fall Seasons are 
available.  Check with the Athens
Recreation Center for more 
information about Fall Sports.
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By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

The cross today is used most-
ly as a religious symbol.  
You see crosses, especially 

around Easter, on church grounds.  
The cross has become a popular 
piece of jewelry as well in necklac-
es, rings, and other pieces.
The cross is thought of as a sign 
both of Christ himself and of the 
faith of Christians.  Matthew 16:24 
KJV states, “Then said Jesus unto 
his disciples, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow 
me.”
Johnny Maxwell, a pastor in 
Priceville, AL. had an idea many 
years ago to erect a cross for all
traveling along I-65 South in 
Morgan County to see. Through 
many years of prayer, he decided 
it was time for the idea to become 
reality.  Thanks to donations and 
support from different religious 
groups and organizations, the 

120 ft. steel cross was erected 
and can be seen on Priceville 
Mountain near Libby’s Catfi sh & 
Diner along Hwy 67. It is said that 
you can see the cross from 18 
miles away.  Also, there are plans 
to build 12 prayer stations around 
the cross for anyone to use. 
Fundraising Goal to cover costs of 
Cross construction and erection 
is $300,000 and money raised 
to date is $87,000.  Donations 
are being accepted through 
their website: The Cross of North 
Alabama.
The Vision of the Cross of North 
Alabama is: Bring all people 
together for a single purpose. 
Honor God, serve Him, live for Him.  
According to the organization’s 
mission statement, “Our mission 
is to build a signifi cant cross and 
place it overlooking the heart of 
Morgan County for all its citizens 
to see and admire, yet a place for 
ALL to come…”

The Cross of North Alabama

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Fishing Pond Project coming together

Feeding fi sh with good quality fi sh pellets.

Checking incoming water temperature.

By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

The dry days of summer have 
engulfed the South. We 
have missed out on most of 

the pop-up showers the last few 
weeks. My fi shpond went from 
running out the spillway to about 
16 inches low from full pool.
The Ken Goble well project 
worked out with a good supply of 
underground water. Terry Chittam, 
Debra, my wife, and I dropped 
the pump into position about 85 
feet below the surface. When we 
fl ipped the breaker, the water 
began to fl ow down the 1.5-inch 
pipe to the pond. The water was 
stained but cleared up in an hour 
and was very clear by 2 hours. The 
temperature of the well water is in 

the middle 50’s. The pond water 
is around 82 degrees. I have to 
be careful not to shock the fi sh 
with the wide range of the water 
temperature. I limit the run time 
to help balance the pond water 
temperature. 
I stocked the fi sh about a month 
ago with bream, bass, and a few 
channel catfi sh. I feed daily a high 
protein fl oating fi sh food. I also 
added several pounds of fl at head 
minnows as a source of food for 
the bass and catfi sh. The pond 
needs a balanced PH and good 
oxygen level in order to grow the 
size fi sh I want. 
There are several predator 
animals, like otters, that must 
never be allowed near your pond. 
They will catch and destroy every 

fi sh they can. Fish birds also feed 
on fi ngerlings near the shoreline. 
A good algae bloom is also good 
for the food chain. Zooplanton will 
help the minnows and small fi sh 
to grow. Chemicals purchased 
from a local farm store can control 
the green slime. Be careful and 
don’t apply all at once. Instead, 
do small sections at a time. Give 
the product about 10 days to 
work. Green weeds and aquatic 
vegetation also adds good oxygen 
to the pond water. 

In the heat of the summer an
aeration system will save fi sh 
from oxygen depletion. If you have 
electricity there are some good
aeration pumps. If no electricity, 
fl oating solar aeration pumps 
can be used. If you see your fi sh
swimming near the top of the
water column, the oxygen is low 
in the pond. Just before daybreak
the oxygen level takes a dip.   
I will keep everyone posted on the 
progress of having a man-made 
fi shing hole.



HORSE SENSE

You may or may not know, Fear 
is the subject of knowledge 
(or Lack of). Knowing the 

subject, you are fearful of and how 
to be with that subject and around 
that subject. The reality that is 
experienced when interacting with 
horses, it can mean the difference 
between life and death for both 
human and horse. That subject is 
Fear...
Fear is one of the most common 
factors with horse and human get 
together and the most dangerously 
misunderstood for the following 
reasons—what frightens horses 
does not frighten humans and 
what frightens humans does not 
frighten horses. Unfortunately, 
neither species knows this nor 
cannot understand why the other 
is so afraid of such harmless 
things. 
To understand this, we must fi rst 
understand why horses are afraid 
of certain things. It’s the same 
as when we are afraid of certain 
things. Strange, isn’t it? Never 
thought of it that way? Why are we 
afraid of certain things? We are 

afraid it will kill us or the lesser, 
hurt us badly. The same is with 
the horse, but, more so.
Isn’t it strange, we can logically 
fi gure out why we’re afraid and 

work through it but we usually 
don’t understand why the horse is 
afraid of fearful things?
These are some things I will be 
covering in the next series of 
articles “Dealing with Fear”. Why 
is it there? What can we do about 
it? Where do I begin to overcome 
my Fear?

Then we will be discussing the
horses Fear. Why is it there? What
can we do about it? How can we
help the horse overcome its fear? 
Where do I begin?
 This is a subject that, if you haven’t 
been around horses much and 
want to begin, that will arise in your 
psyche. When it does or before it 
does, do something about it. 
Learn about horses before you 
ever climb on one. Go somewhere 
reputable where you can gain 
some knowledge of the animal.
Somewhere with a positive 
atmosphere which is easier to
learn in. A place of FUN…

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

256-874-6781

Dealing with Fear…#1
More particular… “The Fear of Horses”

 by Jim Swanner
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The story of Samson helps us 
understand that it is good to 
be physically strong, but it is 

much more important to be spiri-
tually strong. Some people are un-
able to develop physical strength, 
but anyone who tries can devel-
op spiritual strength by studying 
God’s word. Let’s explore the life 
of Samson found in Judges 13-16 
and learn the application that we 
can make to our own lives. 
During this time the Israelites did 
evil in the sight of the Lord, so the 
Lord delivered them into the hands 
of the Philistines for forty years.  
Now Samson, in Judges 13:4 says, 
“You will become pregnant and 
have a son whose head is never 
to be touched by a razor because 
the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicat-
ed to God from the womb.” Sam-
son had great physical strength 
who was to deliver Israel from the 
hands of the Philistines. Samson 
was dedicated to God and a judge 
for Israel for 20 years.   While 
Samson was a strong man, he 
lacked wisdom and morals. Keep 
in mind Samson was supposed to 
deliver Israel from the Philistines; 
however, he falls in love with a Phi-
listine woman in Timnah. Imagine 
Samson’s parents’ conversations 
after learning of this. Samson 
would not listen to his parents but 
insisted to go get her for me as 
she will be mine. Samson held a 
feast which was customary during 
this time, they chose 30 men to 
be his companions. Samson told 
them a riddle and said if you can 
give me the answer within seven 
days, then I will give you 30 sets of 
clothes. But, if you cannot tell me 
the riddle, then you have to do the 
same for me. 
On the fourth day, these men went 
to Samson’s wife, “Coax your hus-

band into explaining this riddle for 

us, or we will burn you and your 
father’s household to death.” 
Samson’s wife went back to him 
sobbing and became very decep-
tive, almost nagging him for the 
answer, then he gave in and told 
her the riddle. She went back to 
the men and told them, plus even-
tually, left with one of Samson’s 
companions who attended at the 
feast. Samson became enraged 
and took vengeance on the Philis-
tines. 
Instead of learning his lesson, 
he eventually slept with a prosti-
tute and fell in love with another 
Philistine woman named Delilah. 
Delilah convinced Samson to tell 
her the secret of his strength.  De-
lilah eventually sold him out to 
the Philistines for about the sum 
of $7,000 dollars in today’s cur-
rency.  Now the ruler’s of the Phi-
listines gouged out his eyes and 
took him down to Gaza to be put 
to death. 

Samson eventually came to some 

repentance, according to Judges 
16:28, then Samson prayed to the 
Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember 
me. Please, God, strengthen me 
just once more, and let me with 
one blow get revenge on the Phi-
listines for my two eyes.”  Samson 
pushed the pillars and down came 
the temple on the rulers and all 
the people in it. Thus he killed 

many more when he died than 
when he lived. 
What are some lessons that we 
can learn from Samson? #1 Sin 
will destroy our life. Sin can be 
very deceptive as well.  One of 
the largest turtles, known as the
Alligator Snapping Turtle, weighs 
around 250lbs, and has a tongue 
in the shape of a worm.  The tur-
tle sits very still at the bottom and 
sends out his tongue in the shape 
of a worm, until the fi sh comes 
for the worm.  Much like sin, the 
fi sh are tricked, and the turtle 
eats the fi sh. #2 People can in-
fl uence us the wrong way.  Much 
like the two Philistine ladies who
infl uenced Samson in multiple 
ways to sin against God.  Finally, 
#3, we are set apart to live a Holy 
life.  We have choices in this life, 
so let us learn from Samson, and
make sure we stay strong in the 
Lord and obey the pattern laid out 
in the Bible. True freedom is not 
found in gaining physical strength, 
but fully devoting yourself to God

Physical Strength vs
Spiritual Strength

CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon
phillip.jarmon@acs-k12.org
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Deb’s Delights

Ingredients
1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 (400g) orange sweet potato,
    peeled, diced
1 red capsicum, sliced
2 zucchinis, halved,
    cut into 1cm-thick slices
420g can Heinz Chili Beanz Hot
2 x 125g cans corn kernels,
    drained
1/2 x 230g packet yellow corn
    tortilla strips, roughly broken
3/4 cup grated tasty cheese
Fresh coriander sprigs, to serve

Instructions
Heat oil in a large, ovenproof frying 
pan over high heat. Add sweet 
potato. Cook, stirring, for 3 minutes 
or until potato is lightly charred. 
Add capsicum. Cook, stirring, for 
3 minutes. Add zucchini. Cook, 
stirring, for 1 minute. Reduce 

heat to medium. Add beans, corn 
and 1/4 cup water. Season with 
salt and pepper. Stir to combine. 
Cover. Cook for 10 minutes or 
until vegetables are just tender. 
Meanwhile, preheat oven on 
medium-high. Sprinkle bean 
mixture with tortillas, then cheese. 
Bake for 3 minutes or until melted 
and golden. Serve sprinkled with 
coriander.

by Debra Johnson

One-Pot Nacho Bake

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery



The boys from the holler were 
busy this time of the year 
chopping cotton. Farmers 

were always on the look out for 
what they referred to as fi eld 
hands. To be a good fi eld hand 
one must have a strong back and 
be reliable. The driver would pick 
up the workers at 6am and stop 
by the country store. This was 
an opportunity for the workers to 
buy their lunch for the day. Sliced 
bologna and hoop cheese was 
the favorite lunch for many of the 
customers.
Gallon glass jugs wrapped in brown 
paper bags and was fi lled with 
spring or well water for hydration 
in the fi eld. Sardines and pork & 
beans was one of my favorites, 
topped off with saltine crackers. A 
jelly glass jar was often used as a 
glass for drinking water.
Men and women made up the 
cotton chopping workforce. The 
fi elds located in the bottom land 
around Elk River had some rows 
nearly a mile long. The practice 
was to remove unwanted grass or 
weeds from the cotton plants. If 
the cotton was planted too close 
together some of the plants were 
also removed. In June, the summer 
sun would beat down on you.
Big hats and long sleeve shirts 
were the common dress. After one 
worked up a good sweat, you could 
tolerate the heat. We all looked 
forward to lunch time eating, and 
it also meant the workday was 
over half over. The worker had 
duties at home feeding livestock, 
and the quitting time in the fi eld 
was 3 to 4 o’clock.  
On the really hot days Humpy, 
Dalton, and I would get off the 
truck as we crossed Shoal Creek. 
The cool water of the creek felt 
great and would cool us off from 
a hard day of chopping cotton. 
Swimming in the creek was one of 
our summer past times.

After a swim, we would walk a mile 
or so home where Grandma would 
have a good supper cooked.
Fried chicken, boiled corn, and 
fried taters and corn bread was 
my favorite meal. When the 
blackberries were in season, you 
could count on a pie serving as 
dessert. 
Bedtime came pretty early and 
sleeping sometimes was hard to do 
in a house with no fan. Often, we 
would make a pallet on the front 
porch in an attempt to get some 
cool air. The next morning you might 
awake with a hound dog snuggled 
up to you. Every now and then I 
hear someone say they missed the 
‘good old days’. I beg to differ with 
that thinking. The slower lifestyle 
and spending personal time with 
each other was wonderful, but the 
heat I can do without.

Cotton chopping in
hot weather

UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee

Page 12                                                                         THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                             June 9, 2023 



CALENDARCALENDAR
June 10, 2023 - FREE 

FISHING DAY IN ALABAMA 
Each year, ADCNR schedules a day 
that everyone can fi sh recreationally 
in public waters without a fi shing 
license. Alabama’s Free Fishing 
Day is part of National Fishing and 
Boating Week, which runs June 
3-11, 2023.

June 10-11, 2023 - 
INAUGURAL AIRFEST 

EVENT AT PRYOR FIELD 
AIRPORT  (DCU)

The North Alabama Airfest will
celebrate the aviation industry 
in Alabama and the Tennessee 
Valley, with more than two hours 
of fl ying activities for the whole 
family to enjoy. DCU is partnering 
with David Schultz AirShows, an 
airshow coordination, operations 
and event company for the North 
Alabama Airfest. David Schultz 
AirShows will coordinate all of 
the air and ground operations to 
ensure a safe and fun experience! 
Tickets to the air show will be 
$10 per person, with children 
under 5 able to enjoy the event 
for free. To purchase tickets, visit 
fl ydcu.com/airfest.

June 10, 2023 - Free Breakfast for 
Veterans and First Responders 

AL AMVETS Post 21,  22769 
Blck Rd. 7:00am - 9:30am    
Public Welcome. $8 for guests.

June 10, 2023 -   Athens 
Famers Market Every 

Saturday
8:00 am - 12:00 noon    409 W 
Green St, Athens, AL

June 10, 2023
Elkmont Spring Festival

4:00pm - 9:00pm   Local Food! 
Live Music! Craft Vendors! 
Cruise In!

June 12, 2023 Baby Storytime 
at Athens Public Library 

Create A Lifetime Love of 
Reading at Baby Storytime! 
For ages 0 to 2 at Athens Public 
Library Mondays at 9:30am    
Athens - Limestone Public 
Library, 603 S Jefferson St, 
Athens, AL

June 13, 2023
Tuesday Night Farmers Market 
Tuesday Night Farmers Market 
every Tuesday 3-7 May 2nd-Aug 
29   409 W Green St, Athens, AL

June 15, 2023 - Free Live 
Music by Athens Opry and 

Free Lunch for Seniors
10:00am - 12:00pm  Come to the 
Athens Activity Center at 912 
W. Pryor St. in Athens. Lunch 
served Mon-Thurs at 11:00 am. 
Free Live Music by Athens Opry 
every Thursday. 256.262.1525.

June 16-17, 2023
Ardmore  Truck
&Tractor Pull

June 16th-17th  26425 Hamlett 
Street   Ardmore, TN. Admission 
at the gate.  Weekend pass - $30   
Daily - $20   Kids under 10 - Free

June 16, 2023 - Merchants 
Alley Happy Hour Music 
Series-Fridays April-June

Merchants Alley 107 N. Jefferson 
St. Athens, AL  5:30pm - 7:00pm  
Free to the public

ATHENS LIONS CLUB 
KIDDIE CARNIVAL!

Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights 
6:30p-9:30pm. Free parking off site, 
free entry and each ride is only one 
50 cent ticket. The Kiddie Carnival 
is all volunteer operated by Athens 
Lions Members and other volunteers!

June 24, 2023
Bass Fishing Tournament

Ingalls Harbor,   802-A Wilson
Street NW Decatur, AL 35601
Launch will be at safe daylight. 
(Alabama Bass Trail)

June 24, 2023
Bass Fishing Tournament

Ingalls Harbor,   802-A Wilson
Street NW Decatur, AL 35601
Launch will be at safe daylight. 
(Alabama Bass Trail)

June 24, 2023
Athens VFW Auxiliary 4765

will be hosting a music event
with Daniel Jones performing
from 6 pm.-10 pm. Admission 
is free for this event. We will
be having a raffl e of 2 rifl es, a 
pistol and a 40-quart Orca cooler 
and many other door prizes. We 
will also have hamburger plates
available for purchase.
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We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPA-

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year. FREE
• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320

New Office 
Hours 

Mon-Friday 
8-5 

Closed on 
Saturdays
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The Ford Falcon is a model line 
of cars that was produced by 
Ford from the 1960 to 1970 

model years. Though preceded 
by the Rambler American, the 
Falcon was the fi rst compact 
car marketed by the Big Three 
American manufacturers. 
In contrast to its Chevrolet 
Corvair and (Plymouth) Valiant 
competitors, the Falcon was 
developed as a scaled-down 
version of the full-size Ford 
Galaxie sedan. Alongside its 
larger counterparts, the Falcon 
offered a full range of body styles, 
including two-door and four-door 
sedans, two-door hardtops and 
convertibles, two-door and four-
door station wagons (the former, 
serving as a basis of the fi nal Ford 
sedan delivery), and coupe utility 
pickups (serving as the basis of 
the Ford Ranchero).[1] Through 
the 1960s, Ford would produce 
three distinct generations of 
the Falcon; a fi nal version of the 
Falcon served as the lowest-price 
version of the Ford Torino.
For nearly two decades, the 
model architecture used by the 
Falcon was used by eleven Ford 
vehicle lines. Alongside the fi rst 
generations of the Ford Mustang 
and Mercury Cougar pony cars 
and the Ford Econoline/Ford 

Falcon Van/Ford Club Wagon 
vans, the platform was used for 
two generations of successors 
to the Falcon, including the Ford 
Maverick and Mercury Comet 
and the later Ford Granada and 
Mercury Monarch; the Lincoln 
Versailles luxury sedan was the 

fi nal model line derived from the 
Falcon.
During its production, the 
Falcon was manufactured by 
Ford in multiple facilities across 
North America. Following its 
discontinuation in that region, the 

platform continued in production
through 1991 by Ford Argentina
(as the Ford Granada). From
1972, Ford Australia continued
development of the Falcon as a
model line distinct to the region,
lasting through 2016.

1960 Ford Falcon
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Photos from the Past

W. S. Bumpus Cotton Farm

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

23321 Flossie Drive – E. Limestone - $399,900 • MLS#1832982 – Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916
Under Construction-This new construction features a cathedral ceiling in the Great Room, Luxury LVP, Tiles shower in 
Master Bath, Granite on all countertops. This home is sitting in a unique area where it feels like the country yet you are still 
close to Madison and Athens. These homes are built with energy effi  cient materials, Tech Shield, Tankless Hot Water 
Heater, Zip Board. All homes are built with Concrete Composite Hardi, a raised slab with a brick foundation. Front Porch 
is 26’4x84 with a screened in porch on the back at 11’2x11’6.Come see this new Farmhouse Subdivision, you will be amazed.

23712 Laura Leigh Lane – East Limestone - $369,900 MLS#1830156 – Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838
Welcome Home !!! This Beautiful Two Story Home Located In East Limestone School District Hosts 3 Bedrooms With A Bonus/Offi  ce 
Room. Recently Updated Kitchen Cabinetry And Countertops Flow Throughout The Kitchen Into The Dining Area. After Breakfast Or 
Dinner, Enjoy Your Time Afterwards On Your Screened In Back Porch. Need A Detached Garage? Enjoy A Spacious Three Stall Garage 
With A Private Bathroom. Off  The Main Garage Area, Sit Back And Relax In The Game Room. Both Garages Have Epoxy Floors For 
Extreme Durability. Come Make This Your Home Today!

NEW LISTING!!
1307 S. Madison Street – Athens - $320,000 • MLS#1834262 – Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Situated on a corner lot this home is in the process of being completely renovated. New Electrical, Plumbing, Windows, Flooring, 
Cabinets and Granite. Walk into a inviting Living space with gas fi replace and new Luxury LVP, this home off er 4 bedroom with 
the Master being private. The new cabinetry is planned to be white with 2 pantries and a broom closet. All new interior doors and 
trim work throughout. There is a screened in porch on the back to enjoy. Also, a 15x15 storage bld. with new shingles. The roof was 
replaced in 2022. Come take a look at the home in the heart of Athens. Pick out your own paint colors and fi nishes.

28562 Reyer Road - Ardmore - $269,900 • MLS#1832963 – Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838
Welcome Home!!! This FOUR Bedroom Two Bathroom Home Built In 2020 Features Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring And Custom 
Crown Molding Throughout. This Split Level Home Off ers Granite Countertops With Custom Cabinetry, Subway Tile Backsplash. 
Eat In Kitchen And A Separate Living Room. Large Master Bedroom Includes a Walk In Master Closet. In The Afternoons, Enjoy 
Your Covered Back Porch And Grilling Area With A Fenced In Back Yard! 1.1 Miles to Cedar Hill Elementary School, 1.8 Miles To 
Ardmore High School. This Home Is Also Very Convenient To HWY 53 And I 65!

PENDING!!

PENDING!!

14787 Woodland Road - Athens - $299,500 • MLS#1825813 – Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300
Nice 3 bed, 2 bath in Indian Trace. Awesome 28x16 Sunroom with tile fl oor, smooth ceiling, recessed lighting and ceiling 
fan. Corner lot. Fireplace in living room is wood burner. Isolated master has large master bath with his/hers vanities, 
large tile shower and walk in closet. Double garage plus 16x12 detached garage/shop. HVAC 4 yrs. Instant hot water 
at kitchen sink. Built in at breakfast area has plumbing for bar sink. Half bath in laundry. Washer and dryer remain.

PENDING!!

PENDING!!
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