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You can tell by the thrill on their little faces that Myles Meadows, left, and Beckham Turner, had a ball one recent night at the 
Lions Club Kiddie Carnival in Athens. The carnival will last through July 31 and is for children up to 10 years of age. Myles is 
the son of Dusty and Melissa Meadows, and Beckham is the son of Brandon and Brooke Turner, all of Elkmont.

Fun at the Kiddie Carnival
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THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

By Sonny Turner
Staff Writer

Someone asked me the 
other day if I remembered 
when high school football 

was a “big deal” to win the county 
championship in Limestone 
County. Yes, I told him, back in 
the 1960s we all were pretty 
much in the same classifi cation.
In addition, the Tennessee Valley 
Conference which consisted of 
Athens, Decatur, Cullman, Hart-
selle, Huntsville, Butler, Coffee, 
Deshler, Sheffi eld, and I believe 
Bradshaw, was one of the tough-
est in the state. It was high school 
football around here at its best.
But most of all I remember high 
school football in the county, espe-
cially around the time when they 

would hold political rallies around 
the Limestone County Courthouse 
Square in late July and early August. 
I remember not only were the folks 
at the rally talking about local poli-
tics but about football, as well, be-
cause usually the rallies were held 
about the time when football kicked 
off the season back then.
I can remember my parents be-
ing at the rallies and them talking 
about football, many wondering 
who was going to be the team to 
beat in the county that year.
Well, we all knew Ardmore and 
coach Eugene Cooper was the 
team to beat almost every year 
back in those days. The big ques-
tion was, “which team was going 
to jump up and challenge Cooper 
and the Tigers?”

Ardmore was stacked back in those 
days with players like the Quinn 
brothers, Ray and Pete, and QB 
Johnny Bailey. Tanner had some 
big guns, too, like Larry Gatlin and 
Larry Groce, and West Limestone 
had Ray Carwile, Moose Thomas 
and Walter and Bobby Joe Mc-
Glocklin. Elkmont never fi gured in 
the championship talk back then 
but players like Button Webb and 
Wayne “Red” Yarbrough always 
made them a competitor.
East Limestone didn’t join the 
county in football until the mid-
1960s and Clements started foot-
ball in 1964. The best thing about 
football back then was all the 
county teams played one another, 
and sometimes they met twice in 
the same year because that was 
when the best two teams would 

meet at the close of the regular 
season at Athens High School to 
play for the county championship.
It was a fun time that a lot of folks 
in the county will never forget.
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Fireworks have been a part of 
the Fourth of July since the 
very fi rst anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence.
The cities of Boston and 
Philadelphia both included 
fi reworks displays as part of the 
celebrations of Independence Day 
in 1777.
One of the Founding Fathers, 
John Adams, predicted that 
Independence Day would become 
America’s greatest holiday. This is 
what he wrote to his wife Abigail 
on July 3rd 1776:
“(This) the Second Day of July 
1776 will be the most memorable 
Epocha, in the History of America. 
I am apt to believe that it will 
be celebrated, by succeeding 
Generations, as the great 
anniversary Festival. It ought to 
be commemorated, as the Day 
of Deliverance by solemn Acts of 
Devotion to God Almighty. It ought 
to be solemnized with Pomp and 
Parade, with Shews, Games, 
Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfi res and 
Illuminations from one End of this 
Continent to the other from this 
Time forward forever more.”
Adams got the day wrong, though. 
Congress voted for independence 
on July 2nd 1776, but didn’t 
approve the text of the declaration 
until the Fourth.
But the use of fi reworks on the 
Fourth spread relatively slowly. 
They spread through New England 
and New York in the decades 
after the Revolution. But the 
fi ring of cannon and muskets 
and parades were much more 
common. Besides, fi reworks at 
the time were expensive, tricky to 
manage safely, and not nearly as 
impressive as they are today.
Eighteenth century fi reworkers 
might have a variety of tricks. 
One advertisement from 1784 
offers a range of pyrotechnics 
that included rockets, serpents, 
wheels, table rockets, cherry 
trees, fountains, and sun fl owers. 
But they all basically generated 

orange or white fl ashes and 
sparks.
It wasn’t until the 1830s that 
chemists fi gured out how to 
produce a variety of colors. 
Apparently, you have to burn 
different metallic salts with 
potassium chlorate.
It was around the same time 
that the “Star Spangled Banner” 
made the rocket’s red glare part 
of America’s national iconology. 
The song was penned of course 
by Francis Scott Key to mark the 
British assault on Fort McHenry 
in Baltimore in 1814. The British 
used military rockets as part of 
their attack.
Fire has been used by mankind 
since the dawn of time for 
celebrations. Fire and fi reworks 
are used in all cultures to mark 
special days, like Bonfi re Night 
in England and Chinese New 
Year. In fact, gunpowder was 
fi rst developed in China. It was 
about 1,000 years ago, when 
little boxes of gunpowder were 
added to traditional fi re arrows. 
The Chinese had something like 
rockets according to a text from 
1110 AD.

The Mongols spread the use of 
gunpowder from China to their 

conquests in India, Europe and
the Middle East. And by the
1500s, gunpowder was common 
both in warfare and in fi reworks 
extravaganzas. For example, the 
English put on a huge display 
when Anne Boleyn was crowned 
Queen to Henry VIII in 1533. Huge
displays by powerful monarchs
like Louis XIV and Peter the Great
became common.
Fireworks skipped across the
Atlantic in 18th century. There are 
plenty of examples of fi reworks 
being used for celebrations
even before the American
Revolution. Artillery offi cers would 
demonstrate their skill at handling
pyrotechnics by putting on displays 
for special occasions.
So by the late 19th century, 
fi reworks were entrenched as 
something to be seen on the 
Fourth of July across the country, 
and not just in the leading cities.

Why did we start using fi reworks 
to celebrate the Fourth of July?

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.



By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

  

Sometimes I get in a con-
structive mood and yearn to 
build something from junk I 

have laying around.
Steel, like lumber, has gone 
through the roof in price. I use 
recycled material when available.  
My project this week is a 2-wheel 
garden cart. I had a wheel barrow 
bed I had in a trash heap. The 
wheels were purchased at a fl ea 
market a couple of years ago. 
After locating a few pieces of 

angle, I was on my way with sparks 
fl ying from my welder.  A ¾” steel 
rod served as the axles. The cart 
was coming together pretty good. 
I found a 1.5-inch steel water pipe 
in my barn that worked perfect for 
the handles. 
 A coat of paint and the rusty project 
started to look pretty good.  This 
cart is perfect to use for picking 
corn and vegetables to retrieve 
from the garden. My wife calls 
me a scrap iron hoarder, but she 
is impressed by the contraptions 
I make from a few pieces of rusty 
metal.   

 

 High Roller garden cart made from discarded scrap material.

Scrap iron garden cart
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By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

I can’t believe the rains we are 
getting this late in July.  This 
is great for the growth and 

production of the vegetables, but 
also brings a fast growth of weeds.  
At this point, it begins to be a 
battle to keep the weeds at bay.  
What happens is the ground stays 
so wet, you can’t get in to clean 
out the weeds and when it dries 
up enough to get in you have a job 
to do.  Some people just give up at 
this point.
We have been fortunate with 
the garden producing plenty of 
vegetables. We have been
freezing squash and green beans.  
The banana peppers, bell peppers, 
and jalepenos are producing quite 
a bit.  We recently pulled up the 
onions.  They need to lay out a 
couple of days in  dry weather to 
cure before storing.  
The next big deal will be digging 
the potatoes.  We usually dig them 
around the 4th of July.  But, we 
planted them later in the year.  I 
think they are ready, though.  We 
will have to get the grandkids out 
here to help pick them up.  It is 
like an Easter egg hunt for them.  
They love it.   

The silks on the corn are turning 
brown.  That means the ears are 
maturing.  We have to watch it 
closely at this point and not let the 
corn get too hard.
I am so thankful we have my 
mother, friends, and family that 
help us out with the gathering and 
preserving of the vegetables.  We 
will be able to eat these vegetables 
long into the winter.

T
H

E

Fresh picked tomatoes.

Fresh picked onions.

Rain has been bad and good
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 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-7:00PM

Our weekend hours have changed
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

SUNDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
256-232-3811
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Athens students’ artwork to
be displayed in Scottish stores
The artwork from Athens 

students will be displayed 
in downtown stores in 

Stonehaven, Scotland, and 
winners will receive prizes. 
Local students ranging in ages 
from 3 to 16 created pieces 
that refl ect their summer from 
enjoying ice cream in Athens to 
vacations to working in a dog 
kennel. Most recently, Stonehaven 
Waterfront Cafe displayed cards 
of encouragement sent by Mary 
Claire Besh with the Athens 

Mayor’s Youth Commission.
“What a unique opportunity for 
our local students to create and 
share their talents overseas,” 
Athens Mayor Ronnie Marks said.
In the upcoming school year, the 
Athens Mayor’s Youth Commission 
will host a similar art contest for 
Stonehaven students. 
Athens, Alabama and the twin-
ning group forged a Sister City 
agreement that kicked off in 2018 
during the Athens Bicentennial 
Bash.

Twinning group member Phil Mills-Bishop with Stonehaven
Waterfront Cafe owner Susan Knowles and twinning group
member Richard Holman-Baird. The cafe is displaying cards of
encouragement sent by the Athens Mayor’s Youth Commission.

A photograph made and submitted by 8-year-old
Hadley Carter of Athens.

A watercolor art piece created by 16-year-old
Emma Lovell of Athens.
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

There are many ponds and 
lakes scattered across most 
counties.  Getting permission 

from the landowner and fi shing a 
lake can be a lot of fun. Jonathan 
Johnson enjoys some private 
time getting away on a lake and 
fi shing from his kayak. The kayak 
allows a fi sherman to fi sh shallow 
water and move around without 
disturbing the lake. 
Johnson said,  “ Limit your tackle 
and fi shing gear to save space.”  
Always wear a PFD when fi shing 
from any type vessel.  Most ponds 
and lakes are overstocked with 
bass, and this prevents the fi sh 
from growing to a large size. The 
food supply is limited and the 
bass can’t develop into 5 pound 

or larger fi sh. Bass feed on bream, 
small frogs, and snakes in ponds.
Removing some of the small bass 
from a pond will allow for the 
other bass remaining in the pond 
to grow to a larger size. Catfi sh 
also eat baitfi sh from a pond. 
Increasing the bream population 
will provide a source of food for 
the other fi sh. 
One of the biggest problems 
ponds face is fl oating algae that 
clog up your pond. There is a 
chemical that will treat the algae 
problem and help clear up a pond.
Lakes that are spring fed produce 
a healthy fi sh population. The 
springs keep the oxygen levels up 
during the hot summer months.

Enjoying fi shing from a small boat 
can be fun and it doesn’t break 
the band. Small trolling motors 
can give a kayak fi sherman more 

range to fi sh creeks. A depth fi nder 
is also a nice addition. 
Enjoy fi shing, but always practice 
safety and wear your PFD.

Jonathan Johnson lake fi shing from his kayak.

Private lake fi shing in July



This is what it looked like the 
night of April 3, 1974 when 
a killer tornado approached 
Lawson’s Trailer Park on 
U.S. 31 South of Tanner 
Crossroads.

Emergency workers, media 
and others at the scene 
working damage from an 
earlier twister were caught in 
the path of the second tornado 
and took cover in a ditch. The 
tornado was packing winds 
in excess of 250 mph and 
crossed U.S. 31 minutes later 
at Tanner Crossroads.
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

A look back in time

OLYMPICS

HOCKEY
JUDO
VOLLEYBALL
ATHLETICS

BOXING
WRESTLING
DIVING
GYMNASTICS

TENNIS
ROWING
BADMINTON
ARCHERY

CANOEING
SWIMMING
SOFTBALL
FOOTBALL
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Patience is a virtue
Although I can’t really re-

member my mother saying, 
“Son, patience is a virtue!”, 

I do for some reason have that 
saying stuck in my head from my 
childhood. As if just saying that to 
a child helps them to understand 
the importance of patience. I sup-
pose that saying this over and 
over to children helps to build val-
ue around the concept thus aiding 
in development of their moral sys-
tem.
Growing up in Guntersville, I 
learned so much from my grand-
parents as I grew older about be-
ing patient, humble, and kind. I 
still credit them for raising me to 
develop the awareness needed 
to be more patient with everyone 
and everything in my life.
I believe that patience is a vir-
tue, as well as being humble, and 
being honest in it’s full capacity 
which can be hard at times. But in 
this message I’d like to focus on 
my experience and daily reminder 
to myself to be patient.
We live in a world of immediacy, 
constantly checking our smart-
phones for reactions to our social 
media, shared pictures, messag-
es, etc, that we send out into the 
world. We crave that feedback, ei-
ther positive or negative. Its a re-
action, and a dopamine hit to our 
system. This is a fast-paced world 
and if you aren’t moving as fast as 
everyone else you’re going to miss 
out… so you believe. 
Through patience, I‘ve learned 
so much more about myself, 
and how to conduct my life, 
when I choose to keep proper 
perspective. Let’s say I just had 
a really bad day at work. Keeping 
that in perspective with patience, 
I realize there are many who don’t 
have a job. I need to focus on the 
positive of having a job instead of 
the negative of having a bad day.  
If I’m frustrated with any person 
or specifi c situation, I have to tell 

myself to mentally and physically 
step back. What are the situations 
that led to this specifi c moment? 
If someone feels a certain way, 
and it contradicts everything that 
I believe, I have to step back, re-
main calm, and ask myself this 
question:
What type of environment did/
do they have, and how is it dif-
ferent from my experience, and 
what about that would lead them 
to draw conclusions that are op-
posed to me?
I have found that EVERY TIME that 
I have mentally asked that ques-
tion to myself, I end up feeling 
calm and reserved. If I was argu-
ing, I don’t feel the need to imme-
diately respond. I’m trying to di-
vide my emotion from the thought 
process of discovering a solution 
to bring to terms.
This practice of patience instead 
of rushing to conclusions or judge-
ments allows me to form better 
relationships with others. We 
have to take a step back and re-
alize that we cannot be so quick 
to judge others by single moments 
because we don’t see all the op-
tions they may have had, plus we 
don’t have the patience some-

times to see how that person may 
have repaired the issue. 
The less I assume the more pa-
tience I can develop. The less that 
I sit around assuming the worst, 
the more time that I spend con-
centrating on input that guides 
me, makes a positive impact in 
my life, or that leads to proper un-
derstanding or perspective helps 
strengthen patience. If I think neg-
atively, assuming the worst, then I 
live with that “pit in my stomach” 
feeling of nervousness. I’m afraid 
that my fears will become reality, 
and those type of thoughts lead 
to made up conversations in your 
head about what you’ll have to 

do to rectify certain situations or 
what you’ll have to say to convince 
someone to see things your way.
Finally, I have observed others
not patient with people because 
of success. Be patient in a sense 
where you are happy to see oth-
ers fi nd success that you haven’t 
discovered yet. This is just reveal-
ing to you that there is a path to 
long-term success! Having the
patience, combined with the forti-
tude to get up every morning and
annihilate your goals will eventual-
ly lead you to fi nd your own path to
becoming the best at what you do,
and success will follow.

CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon
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DEB’S Delights

Since we have zucchini in the 
garden, I am always looking 
for new ways to cook them.  

They produce so fast.  I found this 
recipe that I am going to try.

Spray cooking oil
2 large zucchini
¼ cup cornstarch
4 egg whites, lightly beaten
1 cup bread crumbs
   or crushed crackers
1/3 cup Parmesan fi nely 
   grated cheese
1 and  ½ tsp dried oregano
¼ cup ranch dresing
¼ cup marinara sauce

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Line 

2 baking sheets with parchment 
paper then cover with cooking 
spray.  Place cornstarch in a 
shal-low dish. Place egg whites 
in a separate shallow dish. Stir 
together bread or cracker crumbs
and oregano in a 3rd dish.  Cut 
zucchini noodles into 5 to 6 inch 
long pieces.  

Dredge the noodles in the 
cornstarch, shaking off the excess.  
Then dredge in the egg whites.  
Continue to dredge in the crumb 
mixture.  Arrange the noodles 
apart in single layer in baking 
sheets.  Coat with cooking spray.
Bake until golden and crispy, 
about 10 minutes.  Remove from 
oven, and  salt.  Combine ranch 
and marinara in a bowl for dip.

by Debra Johnson

Baked Zucchini Curley Fries

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery



Dalton took a trip to the city 
looking for work and got 
to experience many new 

sights never before seen by him. 
Cousin Marvin moved to Atlanta 
fi ve years earlier and found work 
and decided to stay there. He had 
married a young lady, and they 
started a family. Marvin sent us 
a letter inviting us to come and 
stay with him and his family until 
we got a job and got on our feet. 
Dalton took him up on the offer 
and saved up money for a bus 
ticket to Atlanta. Dalton was happy 
to see his family members, but got 
pretty home sick. 
Cousin Marvin took Dalton to a 
motion picture show for the fi rst 
time. He also saw a motorcycle 
for the fi rst time. Dalton had 
seen pictures of motorbikes in 
the newspaper back home. This 
2 wheel-engineering marvel was 
amazing and he yearned to own 
one. Dalton also saw his fi rst pro 
baseball game. The sights of 
Atlanta were truly amazing to this 
country boy. Dalton stayed a month 
and worked a couple of jobs, but 
soon missed his friends and family 
and returned to the holler. 
Papa and I picked up Dalton at the 
bus station in Athens and were sure 
glad to have him back home.

Dalton was eager to tell about what 
sights he saw during his stay in the 
Peach Tree State. The motorcycle 
was one of the most impressing 
things Dalton saw while on his trip. 
He described it as a bicycle with 
a motor on it. Unlike a truck, the 
2-wheel motorcycle could travel 
about anywhere on paths through 
the woods without roads. He said, “ 
Those motorbikes were fast and used 
little gasoline.” Gasoline was hard to 
come by during WW2 and rationed. 
Humpy said, “Where can we get 
a motorbike for our own use?” 
Money was hard to come by and 
we never could afford to buy a 
motorbike. Humpy came up with 
an idea that sounded pretty good.
He said,  “We can get Uncle 
Luther to help us build our own 
motorbike.” Uncle Luther was 
a local blacksmith and had a 
welding machine. Humpy said,  
“We can take a bicycle frame and 
reinforce the frame to support a 
motor.” We made our way to Uncle 
Luther’s shop and asked him to 
help us with our bike project. He 
agreed, but insisted that we boys 
needed to do most of the work.  
Uncle Luther said; “ I’ve got an 
old washing machine motor you 
can use.”  Small gasoline motors 
powered early washing machines. 

We soon got started on mounting 
the gas engine on the bicycle 
frame and used a gas tank of a 
lawn mower. We got the motor 
running and used a belt and a 
pulley to drive the motorbike.  
The little motor was loud and put 
off a lot of smoke. Humpy was 
the fi rst to ride the homemade 
motorbike and he appeared to 
have experienced a fun ride. 
The motorized bike was pretty 
fast and would zip up a hill like 
it wasn’t there. The homemade 
motorbike had hand brakes 
and required a good distance to 
stop. The maiden voyage didn’t 
go as planned.  Humpy rode the 

motorbike a couple of miles and 
it quit running. He had to push 
it back home. We found out the
spark plug wire had broken and
that was a showstopper. Uncle 
Luther made a new one and we 
were soon up and riding again.
The washing machine motor had a 
kick-start and one spark plug. We 
had others asking for us to build 
more bikes, but the motors were
hard to come by so that was the
only  bike we ever built. We called 
it the fruit jar bike because of the 
gas tank. You could hear the little 
motors humming as we rode the 
dirt roads of Gilbertsboro on the 
powered bike.

 Washing machine motorbike
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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The 8-Liter Bentley was intro-
duced at the 1930 London 
Motor Show. It featured an 8-liter 

engine which was a development of 
Bentley’s race-winning 6.5-liter unit. 
The main purpose of this model was 
to add competition in the luxury car 
segment and challenge the Rolls-
Royce Phantom.
The power-plant was an engineering 
marvel, fi tted with an Elektron 
crankcase and sump. The engine 
was a single iron block and cylinder 
head with four-valves per cylinder. 
It had an twin-spark ignition, a bore 
of 110 mm and a stroke of 140 
mm. The straight-six engine carried 
chassis with wheelbases of 144 
inches or 156 inches. The 156-
inch wheelbase was the largest car 
produced in the UK up to that point 
in history. It could carry the large 
and luxurious bodies to speeds of 
100 mph. To keep the weight of the 
vehicle to a minimum, many of the 

bodies and mechanical components 
were formed from aluminum. An 
overall weight of about 3700 pounds 
was typical for the chassis alone. A 

completed vehicle often tipped the 
scale at over 2.5 tons.
Four-wheel servo-assisted brakes 
helped keep the vehicle in the drivers 

control. There was a four-speed
manual gearbox with a single-plate
dry clutch and semi-elliptical springs
on all four corners.

1930 Bentley 8 Litre

7809 US HWY 31 S • TANNER, AL 35671

222222222255555555556666666666----222222222233333333332222222222----9999999999111111111111111111115555555555 HRHRHRHRHRHRHRHRAGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGRIRIRIRIRIRIRIRIPOPOPOPOPOPOPOPOWEWEWEWEWEWEWEWERRRRRRRR.COM

�6 Models – 46.6” – 61” 
Bale Width

�300 lb-2,500 lb Bales

�40-105 HP Required

ROUND 
BALERS

�5 Models – 14” x 18” 
Bale Cross Sections

�88-156 Pickup Tines

�35–80 HP Required

SMALL SQUARE 
BALERS

�3 Models – 32” – 47” 
Bale Width

� 112–136 Pickup Tines

� 109–160 HP Required

LARGE SQUARE 
BALERS

These durable balers provide greater bale density, more efficiency and greater 
productivity than ever before. Choose from round balers, small square balers 

or larger balers for your farm operation.

Case IH Balers from H&R Agri-Power

16,000' TREATED SISAL TWINE PART #16000G 

BALER TWINE SALE GOING ON NOW! 

ONLY
$44.99

10 OR MORE BUNDLES 

$43.99/ea
60 OR MORE BUNDLES

$42.99/ea

OOOOOOOFFFFFFF CCCCCCCAAAAAAASSSSSSSEEEEEEE IIIIIIIHHHHHHH HHHHHHHAAAAAAAYYYYYYY TTTTTTTOOOOOOOOOOOOOOLLLLLLLSSSSSSS!!!!!!!
CCCCCCCHHHHHHHEEEEEEECCCCCCCKKKKKKK OOOOOOOUUUUUUUTTTTTTT OOOOOOOUUUUUUURRRRRRR FFFFFFFUUUUUUULLLLLLLLLLLLLL LLLLLLLIIIIIIINNNNNNNEEEEEEE

-OOOOORRRRR- You Choose!



July 16, 2021                                                                   THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                                Page 15

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH  by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning Service 

will resume as normal. 

Worship time 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered 

on Facebook Live.  

Wednesday Night classes 

6:30 p.m. for all ages.

The amazing story of Charles 
Blondin, a famous French 
tightrope walker, is a wonderful 

illustration of what true faith is.
Blondin’s greatest fame came on 
September 14, 1860, when he 
became the fi rst person to cross 
a tightrope stretched 11,000 feet 
(over a quarter of a mile) across 
the mighty Niagara Falls. People 
from both Canada and America 
came from miles away to see this 
great feat.
He walked across, 160 feet above 
the falls, several times... each time 
with a different daring feat - once in 
a sack, on stilts, on a bicycle, in the 
dark, and blindfolded. One time he 
even carried a stove and cooked an 
omelet in the middle of the rope!

A large crowd gathered and the 
buzz of excitement ran along both 
sides of the river bank. The crowd 
“Oohed and Aahed!” as Blondin 
carefully walked across - one 
dangerous step after another - 
pushing a wheelbarrow holding a 
sack of potatoes.
Then a one point, he asked for 
the participation of a volunteer. 
Upon reaching the other side, the 
crowd’s applause was louder than 
the roar of the falls!
Blondin suddenly stopped and 
addressed his audience: “Do you 
believe I can carry a person across 
in this wheelbarrow?”
The crowd enthusiastically yelled, 

“Yes! You are the greatest tightrope 
walker in the world. We believe!”
“Okay,” said Blondin, “Who wants 
to get into the wheelbarrow.”
As far as the Blondin story goes, 
no one did at the time! 
Sermon Illustrations
How many of us believe in God 
and trust Him? How many of us 
have dedicated our lives to Him? 
If we love and trust God, why do 
we often question Him and what 
He is doing in our lives? When we 
read the stories in the Bible, we 
cheer emphatically that God is 
capable of anything. We see the 
miracles and claim God can heal 
us when we’re sick, fi x us when 
we’re broken, and even bring us 

into Heaven. Yet, when it seems 
like our journey is getting diffi cult, 
we are quick to question God and 
His goodness. 
Do we really trust Him? We say 
we do, but when push comes 
to shove…we don’t want Him 
messing with our lives. The Bible 
says, “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding” (Prov. 3:5). 
For some reason, knowing God’s 
power and abilities, we still try to 
lean on our own understanding. 
It’s time our actions line up with 
our words. We say we trust Him…
but do we trust Him in our storms? 
We say He is mighty…but do we 

believe He’s mightier than the 
darkness? We say He is able…but 
do we still believe when it seems 
like all hope is lost? It’s time we 
learn to put our complete faith in 

our almighty God.
Blondin proved himself, but no 
one would get in the wheelbarrow. 
God has proven Himself; will you 
trust Him with your life?

A Lesson on Faith



HORSE SENSE

In the last article I began 
introducing you to Rhythmic 
Pressure and I asked you to go 

out and really observe and study 
your horse(s) as they performed 
this type of pressure to ask each 
other to move away from it.
If you did or going to, as you 
observer your horses you will 
see that the alpha horse or 
the dominate horse is the one 
suggesting, asking, telling and/or 
promising the other horses they 
will move away from the pressure. 
This is where we will be and the 
reason behind us performing the 
task of moving the horse from the 
rhythmic pressure.
The reason we do this task is, done 
correctly, it will set us up as the 
alpha horse, more appropriately I 
like as the Leader horse. We want 
to be the leader for our horses. 
We have to cause that, not make 
that. In causing this pecking order 
and not making or demanding we 
begin to set up the relationship 
with our horse.
As stated in the previous articles, 
the tools you will need or I 
recommend are; Rope Halter, 12’ 
Lead Rope, 4’ Communication 
Stick, 6’ String on the 
Communication Stick.
We are going to be doing the task 
in a specifi c order. We will begin 
with asking the hind quarters to 
move. Now, the explanation may 
be a bit lengthy but I am going to 
try to break it down so you can 
visualize the process.
Lets say, we are going to be asking 
the left hindquarters to move away 
without the front quarters moving 
or the horse to walk off forward or 
backwards.
With your 12’ lead in hand and 
standing off to the slight left of the 
horse’s head/nose approximately 
4’, you will hold the rope about 5’ 
from the end in your left hand and 
your 4’ stick with the string in your 
right hand. Hold the string and 
stick in your hand. You will walk in 

an arch from that position circling 
around to the hindquarters with 
your focus on the left hip bone. 
(Pay close attention to the rope to 
not allow it to pull on the horse’s 
nose/head so it will not move the 
front end). 
As you walk toward the 
hindquarters you will begin with 
your stick dragging behind you. 
This is Phase #1. If the horse 
doesn’t step out, before you get 
within 5’ of the hindquarters you 
will bring your stick in front of you 
pointing it directly at the hip bone. 
If the horse doesn’t move from 
this pressure you will begin to 
move the end of the stick up and 
down in a rhythmic motion (not 
fast, simply big and rhythmic. At 
this point, give your horse a little 
bit of time to think about what 
it is you are asking. If it doesn’t 
move you will simply keep moving 
forward until the end of the stick 
begins to tap the horse. Think 
about it in this way. A lot of us have 
stuck our fi nger in a fan blade as 

it was turning. Think about this, 
the stick is the fan blade and the 
horse’s hip is the fi nger. You’re not 
reaching out to hit the horse, you 
are simply adding more pressure.
When the horse does step away 
you will immediately stop with 
the pressure and turn away, don’t 
look at the horse, allow it to stand 
there and think about what just 
happened. Give it time to ‘Lick and 
Chew’ as we say. It will Actually do 
the lick and chew action. 
Each time you begin to ask 
your horse ALWAYS start in the 
beginning, ALWAYS… 
At this point all you want to ask 
for is one step. As your horse 
learns to respond to this action 
properly you will begin to ask for 
more steps until your horse can 
move two complete circles with 
the hindquarters without moving 
forward, backwards and the front 
quarters are stationary.
Remember all horses are different 
and too much pressure could 
bother, some more than others. 
ALWAYS begin with as little pressure 
as possible and SLOWLY add as 
much pressure as necessary and 
STOP IMMEDIATELY.
There is lot more to come in the 
articles to follow…….
For questions about this concept, 

you may contact me at K-I-N 
Stables 13124 Carter Road 
Athens, AL or call 256-874-6781 
or text or stop by K-I-N Stables 
13124 Carter Road Athens, AL 
35611

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through

Communication
256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ Podcast
www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia/
Owner K-I-N Stables

Horse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one or groups

Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician

Writer for:
The Valley Star;

The Star newspapers
Personal page:

www.facebook.com/jimswanner.9
Professional page:

www.faceboook.com/
JimSwanner

www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia

www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.kinstables

#6 Rhythmic Pressure
 by Jim Swanner
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 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP

OLYMPICS
Answers
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Another major step toward 
the completion of Athens 
Main Street’s revitalization 

of Merchants Alley has been 
realized.
Artist Adam Stephenson and 
assistant Pamela Tellez Coria 
have completed work on the 
focal point of the music-themed 
alley. Entitled “Playing the Sound 
of the Wind” the fi ddler’s song 
resonates through this vibrantly 
colored mural spanning 20 feet 
high by 40 feet wide. Funded in 
part, by Athens State University 
Foundation, the work of art aims 
to pay respect to the Foundation’s 
annual Tennessee Valley Old Time 
Fiddlers Convention.
Artist Adam Stephenson was 
raised by a musical family and 
had this to say about the mural.
“My parents fell in love while 
singing together in a rock band. 
My grandparents traveled the US 
performing in a country band. My 
grandfather even has the fortune 
to host the Grand Ole Opry on a 
few occasions with Dolly Parton. 
I myself am a musician and 
learned how to play multiple 
instruments under the guidance of 
my father. My father passed away 
in November of 2020, and this 
mural is a beautiful opportunity to 
honor the musical heritage of my 
family.”
The theme for the alley is “Amplify 
Athens.” The series of works of art 
throughout the alley with music at 
its core engages in a multitude of 
ways, exploring the community’s 
roots in art and music.
The directional fl ow of the large 
mural is intentional with the goal 
of drawing the attention of drivers 
and pedestrians into the alley 
where they will encounter, upon 
completion of the renovation, 
additional planned art, such as 
the recently completed Brittany 
Howard mural, Art Passages, 
created by students from the 
Alabama Center for the Arts, and 
Selfi e Murals created by local high 
school artists.

About Adam Stephenson
Adam Stephenson is a multi-
disciplinary artist born & raised in 
the Southeastern United States.
Across several mediums, he 
dances between themes of 
exploration, loss, and the 
indomitable human spirit. He is 
best known for his murals and 
multi-media studio work that 
weave emotion between the 

seams of often complex geometric 
constructions. Adam began his 
career in the arts in Atlanta, 
Georgia in 2001 after leaving his 
hometown of Decatur, Alabama 
in search of broader horizons. 
He discovered an affi nity for 
exploration and technique through 
graffi ti in the early 2000’s.
Since 2014, Adam has been 
featured in numerous gallery, 

street art, and photography 
group exhibitions in Atlanta, and 
has recently collaborated with 
Mexican Chef Graciela Montano in 
his fi rst international photography 
exhibition in Mexico City. As of 
2019, Adam has turned his focus 
towards public arts, receiving 
the inaugural Public Art Initiative
Grant from the Alabama College 
of Art in Decatur, Alabama. His
work “Homecoming” leaves an 
impactful monument of his late 
sister measuring 38’ x 90’ in his 
hometown.
About Athens Main Street
Athens Main Street (AMS) is a 
community-based non-profi t 
organization dedicated to the
renovation, revitalization, and 
future growth of the City of Athens 
downtown area. AMS fulfi lls its 
purpose through public/private
partnerships with the City of
Athens, the Limestone County 
Commission, and many private 
organizations, businesses, and
individuals.
Look for completion of Merchant 
Alley in summer 2021! For more 
information and opportunities
to support this project visit
https://athensmainstreet.org/
merchants-alley-renovation/.

Mural completion in Merchants Alley



CALENDARCALENDAR
Jul 15, 16 & 17, 2021 -- Athens 
Lions Club Kiddie Carnival 
opens at 309 East Forrest 
Street (at the corner of Beaty 
and Forrest Street across from 
Athens Middle School) in Athens 
from 6:30-9:30PM.  Tickets are 
$0.50 each, 1 ticket for each 
ride.  Concessions available. 
Jul 16, 2021 -- Fridays After 
Five with Athens Main Street 
in downtown Athens, AL from 
5:00PM-9:00PM. Enjoy dinner 
or dessert at one of the eateries 
or restaurants around the 
Square or step up to one of the 
food trucks and grab a bite.  
Peruse the stores for the perfect 
back-to-school gifts, stores are 
open just for you until 8:00PM.
 Series: Jul 16, 2021 -- 2021 
Summer Concert Singing on 
the Square on the Limestone 
County Courthouse Eastside 
Steps (150 South Marion 
Street in Athens) from 7:00PM-
9:00PM. Grab some takeout, 
nestle in with your camp chair, 
and enjoy the music with 
Athens-Limestone Tourism as 
they present Trippin’ Dixie. Free 

and open to the public; donation 
welcome. Marion Street will be 
closed off starting at 5:30PM 
to allow for setup. Rain location: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Building (17915 West Elm 
Street in Athens). For more 
information: VisitAthensAL.
com/singing-on-the-square or 
256-232-5411
Jul 16 - 18, 2021 -- Alabama Back-
to-School Sales Tax Holiday from 
Friday at 12:01AM to Sunday 
at 12:00AM statewide.  The 
Alabama Back-to-School Sales 
Tax Holiday allows shoppers to 
purchase select back-to-school 
items free of state sales tax.  
Local tax may apply.  
Jul 17, 2021 -- Athens Saturday 
Market: Tomato Sandwich 
Day is a state-certifi ed farmers 
market. Enjoy fresh produce, 
baked goods, music with Silver 
Silos, art, and crafts at the Green 
Street pavilion (409 West Green 
Street in Athens) from 8:00AM 
to 12:00PM with free Tomato 
Sandwiches while they last with 
sponsor preAMBL Development. 
athensmainstreet.org

Jul 17, 2021 -- Annual Mud 
Volleyball for a Cure with County 
for A Cure at Swan Creek Park 
(100 U.S. Highway 31N in 
Athens) from 8:00AM-5:00PM 
benefi ting Relay for Life. 
Jul 24, 2021 -- Athens Saturday 
Market is a state-certifi ed 
farmers market. Enjoy fresh 
produce, baked goods, music 
from Old Friends Band from 
9:00AM-11:00AM, art and 
crafts under the Green Street 
pavilion (409 West Green Street 
in Athens) from 8:00AM to 
12:00PM. athensmainstreet.
org
Jul 29, 2021 -- Growing Up Wild: 
Wildlife Water Safari with the 
Forest School at Joe Wheeler 
State Park (4401 McLean 
Drive in Rogersville between 
the Lodge and Marina) starting 
at 10:00AM. Children discover 
sources for local wildlife and 
create a fi eld notebook.  Every 
animal needs food, water, 
shelter, and space to survive. 
The place where an animal fi nds 
these things is called its habitat!

Jul 30, 2021 -- Will Haney 
Foundation Race of Champion 
5K “Night Edition” at Athens 
Stadium (100 U.S. Highway 31N 
in Athens) starting at 8:00PM.  
Join the race in person or virtually 
and walk or run to race funds for 
the Will Haney Foundation.  The 
race course is USTAF distance 
Certifi ed and is multi-surface, 
high school stadium track, 
asphalt, fi ne gravel running trail, 
and boardwalk. A multi-surface 
shoe is suggested. The course is 
fl at and fairly fast.  Fee: $30.00 
until  Jul 28, 2021.  To register:  
runsignup.com/Race/AL/
Athens/
Jul 31, 2021 – Swamp John’s 
Dinner Fundraiser with West 
Limestone Fire Department 
at the Station (25800 AL-99 in 
Salem {Elkmont Postal}) from 
4:00PM-7:00PM featuring 
plates of catfi sh fi let, chicken 
tenders, shrimp or combinations 
plus french fries, slaw, hush 
puppies, onion, pickle spear 
and glass of tea.

July 16, 2021                                                               THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                                  Page 19

July

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Neysa Leicher
Realtor®

256-777-6850

Yesenia Armenta-Martinez
Realtor®

256-614-4587

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Melissa Brinkley
Realtor®

256-288-7518

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Jenille Woodruff 
Realtor®

256-777+8881

Shannon Elliott
Realtor®

256-777-3311

PRODUCERS

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782 The Phillips Team
Paula Phillips Realtor® 

256-777-4916
BreAnna Kuykendall Realtor®

256-777-1841
James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-656-2370
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

COMINGCOMING
SOON!!SOON!!

SOLD!!!
SOLD!!!

21616 New Garden Road - Elkmont - $232,000
MLS#1775150 - Paula Phillips - 256-777-4916

If you are looking for a sweet mini-farm, look no further. 6.3 acres, Fenced, cross fenced, 5 
gates, 40x40 pole barn, small pond, and 2 small chicken coops/storage buildings. Conveniently 
located close to I65. Concrete circle drive, front and back porches. Great place for horses, 
cows, or goats. Beautiful hardwood fl oors in some rooms. There are lots of possibilities here 
and conveniently located!

24780 Elkton Road - Elkmont - $79,900
MLS#1781756 - Ginna Chittam  - 256-777-3300

Property being sold “AS IS WHERE IS”
Great Investment Opportunity!

703 S. Clinton Street - Athens - $679,000
MLS#1785071, Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Coming Soon-Incredible Home. This home is so spacious with large rooms and so many cabinets. 
Close enough to Downtown Athens that you could walk. Beautiful wood beams on ceiling in family 
room with gas logs. Extra large kitchen and laundry with cherry cabinets. The kitchen has double oven 
and granite counter tops. 3 Bedrooms upstairs and 2 downstairs, one being the master bedroom. The 
bathrooms in this house are very large. 9 FT Ceilings with lots of storage and several built ins. The 
home off ers a greenhouse and in-ground pool with building over it . The yard has large shade trees 
and lots of patio space.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

1811 Lindsay Lane N - $140,000 - Athens
MLS#1779678 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

Cute, cute, cute! New roof; R13 insulation in walls & blown insulation in attic; new pine hand crafted 
hardwood fl ooring; new pine hand crafted hardwood door jams, frames, crown trim, and baseboards; 
cedar lining in master closet; all drywall has been replaced with mood/mildew resistant sheetrock; 
all walls sealed primed, and painted; Front porch has new posts, deck boards, steps, and reinforced 
supports with treated wood; New shutters on front; new dishwasher; new toilets, sinks, and fi xtures. 
Bedroom 2 has built in shelving. Lots of closet space in the master bedroom.

PENDING!!

PENDING!!

22703 Winged Foot Drive
Athens - $872,000

MLS#1782315
James Phillips - 256-656-2370

Beautiful, custom home located on the Canebrake Golf Course. Closet space galore. 
Amazing views from all living areas, soaring ceilings, hardwood fl oors, and a charming 
kitchen are just some of the many features. The basement has a media room, a rec room 
with a wet bar, and a bedroom/bath. A golf cart garage in basement. On the main fl oor, 
there is a huge master bedroom with French doors to the a screened porch. A glam bath 
with lots of space adjoins the master bedroom. Tall windows that seem to reach to the sky 
adorn the living room. Upstairs, a loft where you can enjoy the view from the extra large 
windows awaits, There is also a completely fi nished bonus room, a bedroom and a bath.

7721 Blue Springs Drive
Clements - $479,000

MLS#1782442
James Phillips - 256-656-2370

This lovely interior townhome is move in ready. Spacious rooms with open 
living, dining and kitchen. Pristine white cabinets with large island and quartz 
countertops. Master is located on main level with soaker tub, separate tile 
shower, custom walk in closet and double vanity. Laminate wood fl ooring and 
tile throughout (NO CARPET). Upstairs off ers two bedrooms with large den and 
full bath. With a cozy front porch, rear courtyard and double carport, you can 
make this your new home.

WATERFRONT!

WATERFRONT!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

FOR RENT!FOR RENT!

12106 Hwy. 31 - Tanner - $165,000
MLS#1774353 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Property currently used as rental property. Needs some updates. Property sold “AS IS”

183 Summit Lakes Drive - Athens - $1,900
MLS#1785356 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431--7916

Beautiful home on a large corner lot less than one block from community lake. Vaulted ceiling and 
fi replace in open concept great room. Covered back patio and no through-traffi  c makes it very private 
and quite. Convenient to shopping and a very easy commute to Huntsville, Madison or Decatur. 
Energy Star Home.

1306 Tommy Lane
Athens - $171,600

MLS#1782664
Ginna Chittam - 256-777-3300

Move in ready 3 bed, 2.5 bath home. Single car garage with handicap ramp. Screened porch, 
deck, fenced yard. New fl ooring in hallway and bedrooms. Ceiling fans in all bedrooms, tile 
in wet areas. New range/oven and dishwasher. Won’t last long.

PENDING!
PENDING!
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