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The Johnson family helped Papa harvest his apple crop. See story on page 7.

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

Billy Gilbert Hughes:
He was the ‘Animal’
West Limestone legend died recently in Nashville, Tenn.
By Sonny Turner
Staff Writer

“He and I worked together in
Nashville for four years. He was
coached at West Limestone by
the late Harry Richter, said Page.
Hughes graduated at West Limestone in 1953.

ack in the early 1950’s
Limestone County had a
football player that may be
the best to ever come out of West
Limestone High School. It was
Billy Gilbert Hughes, a big, fast
and powerful running back.

B

“He could carry the football with
the best of them,” said Tommy
Smith, who was a junior high player back in 1953 at West. But Smith
said he remembered Hughes who
had a reputation back then as a
strong and fast ball carrier.

“When he got the football in his
hands, watch out, because he
was going to the end zone,” was
the way his first cousin, Charlie
Hughes, described him. “I remember back then he was a great football player and was on the West
Limestone team that won a state
championship.”

Page said Hughes went to work in
Nashville in the early 1960’s and
lived there the rest of his life.
My family, the Turner’s, lived on
a small cotton farm north of Elkmont, and Billy Gilbert’s parents,
Gilbert and Mrs. Hughes, and his
brother, Gary, lived across the
road from us. At that time, Billy Gilbert had already left for Nashville.
I never got the chance to meet
him although his daddy and brother often talked about him.

Billy Gilbert Hughes, 86, died recently after a long law enforcement
career with the Nashville-Metro
Police Department. Former Limestone Circuit Court Clerk and former Limestone County Sheriff’s
Department Chief Deputy Charles
Page, remembers him well.
“It was back in 1974 when I started work in Nashville and I worked
with him from 1974-1978 before I
left the police department there to
return to Limestone County when
my daddy retired from dairy farming. Billy never forgot Limestone
County. He was a good man.”

Billy Gilbert Hughes in a West Limestone uniform in 1953

T H E VA L L E Y

STAR

Page and Charlie Hughes said Billy Gilbert was awarded a scholarship to play college football at Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
“He went to Tuscaloosa and started practicing and got homesick
and left was what I was told,” said
Page. “He was a heck of a football
player in high school and was very
much liked in the law enforcement
field. He was a zone commander
and also worked in prisoner extradition in Nashville where he would
go to different places and pick
Page 2

His parents died years ago and
Gary passed away a few years
back. He also had a sister and it is
unknown if she is still living.
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Life-time wind chimes

By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

have had one hanging on my front
porch for six years and with no
failure. The only threat so far is a
kid with a bb gun. Ha Ha.

he wind is a force we can’t
see, but a wind chime can
verify it’s presence. I have
always loved the tranquillity
sounds that radiate from the
breeze blowing across a wind
chime. I have purchased several
in my lifetime and over time the
weather will deteriorate the string
that supports the parts. When the
string rots, the wind chime is no
longer any good.

T

It is a feeling of satisfaction to
make something useful from trash
that will wind up in our landfill.
Also making something that
will last forever is rewarding.
Manufactured products have a
limited life span. If things didn’t
wear out, the company would not
last long.
When refrigerators were first made
they lasted for many years. I had
an uncle that purchased one in
the 40’s that is still running today.
Other things have improved like
autos. In the 60’s a car reaching
100,000 miles was considered
worn out. Today some cars will
last 200,000 to 300,000 miles.

Being a creator of recycled
material, I decided to make a wind
chime that would last many years.
I replaced the string with plated
chain. I took a discarded bottle
and removed the bottom with a
special glass cutting saw. The
striker that rings on the bottle was
made from a piece of copper.

I guess building products to last
is my preference. You don’t see
lifetime warranties offered very
much.

To make sure the chime gets a
good wind flow I made a nice size
hammered copper wind catcher.
Striker size will determine the
pitch the wind chime produces. I
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Why is inflation costly?
By Dan Sutter
Guest Columnist
Inflation exceeded 5 percent
in June. Double digit inflation
burdened Americans in the
1970s. Although we treat inflation
as bad, economists find its costs
hard to pin down.
The three economic functions
of money help us think about
inflation’s costs. Money’s first
role is a medium of exchange,
meaning a good way to conduct
transactions. With barter, if you
have oranges and want potatoes,
you must find someone with
potatoes who wants oranges. The
second role is a store of value, or a
way to avoid your oranges spoiling
before you buy potatoes. Finally,
money is a unit of account, or a
convenient way to express prices.
A pure inflation means proportional
increases in all prices, including wages
and salaries. Consequently, inflation
should not make households poorer
since incomes should go up about
the same as expenses. Any stress on
budgets should be temporary, due to
some prices rising before wages.
Rising prices reduce the dollar’s
purchasing power, impairing money
as a store of value. Suppose you
plan to use $500 from a garage sale
in August to buy Christmas presents.
If the dollar loses half its value by
Christmas, it is as if half your garage
sale proceeds were stolen.
This is a cost, but a modest one
for inflation of 5 or 10 percent.
Many assets besides money
provide stores of value and earn
interest or capital gains to offset
inflation, so people should limit
how long they hold cash. Do not
put your savings in a mattress
during inflation.
Trying to hold as little cash as
possible produces “shoe leather”
costs, called this because in the
1970s depositing or withdrawing
cash required trips to the bank.
Prior to deregulation, banks were
open limited hours. Electronic
banking has dramatically reduced
shoe leather costs.

because people can shift dollars
into other assets after trading.
Money stops working with
extremely high levels of inflation,
say thousands or millions of
percent a year. This is called
hyperinflation and is enormously
costly; economists do not question
the costs of hyperinflation.
Changing prices can also be
costly. Economists refer to these
as menu costs, from the case of
a restaurant having to print new
menus when increasing prices.
Restaurants will raise prices
more frequently with 12 percent
inflation than 2 percent. Yet
menu costs have fallen sharply
with electronically posted prices.
Several other costs exist but
also seem to be small. One
potentially significant cost exists,
related to long term contracts.
Inflation benefits borrowers and
hurts lenders. Fixed interest rate
mortgages provide an example. My
parents bought the home I grew up
in in 1962 with a mortgage from
a savings and loan. After inflation
averaged 7.5 percent in the 1970s,
my parents’ mortgage payments
were, adjusting for inflation, only
a fraction of what the lender
expected to receive. The 1970s
inflation ruined the savings and
loans even though most did not go
bankrupt until the 1980s.
Do we finally have a significant
cost of inflation? Not necessarily.
The wealth transfers result from
contracts using nominal (or not
adjusted for inflation) interest
Money still works as a medium of
rates or wages. Economic theory
exchange with modest inflation
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rate in the previous year. We
began adjusting many contracts
for inflation after the 1970s;
Congress even began indexing
income tax brackets to eliminate
“bracket creep.”
The costs of a modest inflation
are normally small, and indexing
contracts limits them further. The
problem with inflation may be
moral more than economic. To
obtain money legally, people must
either work or sell something of
value. Counterfeiters do not earn
their fake dollars, yet undetected
predicts, and the evidence bears counterfeit bills compete with
out, that nominal interest rates ours to buy goods and services.
money
should be set based on the rate of Government-created
inflation expected over the term of is like counterfeiting, and the
the loan. Accurately forecasting government should not be in the
inflation can limit the wealth counterfeiting business.
transfers, although forecasting is Daniel Sutter is the Charles G. Koch
Professor of Economics with the
itself costly.
Manuel H. Johnson Center for Political
But an even simpler fix exists: Economy at Troy University and host of
adjust the contracted interest Econversations on TrojanVision. The
rate using observed inflation. opinions expressed in this column are
Make a mortgage interest rate be, the author’s and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Valley Star.
say, 3 percent plus the inflation
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Summer garden recap
By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

until frost and will have to dig the
sweet potatoes soon. After that,
ur summer garden has we will bush hog the plants and
been plentiful in its disc the garden for winter greens.
production of vegetables We usually plant turnip greens in
this year. I have been pleased with the fall and I want to plant some
the amount of vegetables that we more broccoli. The fresh broccoli
have preserved. We will have okra is so good. It likes the cooler
weather, so it is best to plant in

O

early spring and in the fall.
This has been a good year for
the plant yields because of the
unusual amount of rainfall this
late spring and early summer.
The grandkids enjoy the garden.
They are eager to help with planting
and picking the vegetables (and

playing in the dirt). I enjoy showing
them how to plant the vegetables
and how to care for them. I feel
like they learn a lot from this
experience.
They get to see the process from
seeds to the mature plant, and
then eating the vegetables.

Garden Photos from This Year
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Apple harvest 2021
By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer
he phrase coined “An apple
a day keeps the doctor away”
has been around a long
time. I planted my apple trees
about 7 years ago, and they are
starting to produce well. When
planting, I chose to plant several
varieties of trees I bought from
local businesses. There are really
not many to choose from.
Apple trees require a lot of
pampering to control insects,
fungus, and Japanese beetles.
Branch growth will limit the apple
production. Before the sap rises,
apple trees need to be trimmed
back and thinned out. Sunlight
and air flow must be able to
penetrate the tree. Dead and
diseased branches also need to
be removed from the tree.
During dry spells I water my trees
about once a week with well
water. I also aerate around the
base of each tree to help water
and fertilizer penetrate the root
system.
I fertilize mid October and early
March with 13-13-13 and spread
it out to the edge of the canopy of
the tree. The fertilizer is the key to
good apple blooms and the size of
the fruit.
The insects do the pollination of
the blooms, so don’t spray until
the blooms have dropped from the
trees to prevent killing the insects
that pollinate.
We eat the fresh apples, but the
shelf life is not very long. My wife
and family members prepare
and preserve the apples to use
in apple pies and also serve as
cooked apples. This keeps from
letting the apples go to waste.
I have an area set aside for some
peach trees. I need some help
on where to buy some trees and
a variety that grows well in North
Alabama. I know peach trees take
a lot of attention. I am up for the
challenge. If someone has got
the time to instruct me on peach
production email me at : tvsdrj@
gmail.com Peaches are priced

T
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like they are gold. I need to grow
my own.
Facts about apples
• Apple are members of the
rose family. Apple trees are 4 or
5 years old before they actually
have apples. The first apple tree
in the United States was planted
by the pilgrims when they came to
the United States from Europe. It
takes about 36 apples to make 1
gallon of apple cider.
• The science of apple growing
is called pomology. Most apples
are still picked by hand. Apples
come in all shades of red, green
and yellow. Apples are a member
of the rose family of plants, along
with pears, peaches, plums and
cherries.
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Insects in our environment
he Guinea Paper Wasps are
common insects found in
Alabama. Sometimes they
build their nests too close to
humans. I try to avoid killing any
wasp or bee because they play an
important role in our environment
by pollinating our plants and
controlling grubs, beetles, and

T

Japanese beetles.
The little striped yellow wasp
packs a power punch when you
get too close to the nest. I moved
a ladder a couple of years back
that had a nest under the step
out of my line of sight. I got stung
with 8 to 10 paper wasps. The
sting is quite intense and lasts

falling from the sky. I jumped from
the tractor to escape my agony.
The tractor got caught between 2
trees and choked down. To finish
the field I put on a rainsuit and
tapped the cuffs and wore a bee
The worst sting I ever got was from keepers net over my head. The
a black and white hornet. I was next year we found a better and
fishing and got my lure snagged safer spot to sow down. Yellow
on a limb that had a hornet nest Jackets deliver a bad punch to be
built on it. As I tugged, the madder such a little insect.
the hornets got and suddenly they Stay clear of these flying, stinging
attacked by stinging me and my insects and keep your medication
fishing partner several times. The close by if you are allergic to the
pain was intense like a coal of fire venom from insects. Shooting
on your skin. The fishing trip was houses are another location
over and we headed home. Ice on wasps will live in during the
the sting helped some, but it took summer. When checking them
a few days for the soreness to go out in early fall before the first
frost- take care. I have been run
away.
Another encounter was the time I out of my shooting house in late
was bush hogging a field to make October. I try to tolerate creatures
a deer plot in mid September. I of nature, but sometimes one has
ran over a yellow jacket nest with to be pro-active.
a while. The sting affects people
differently and can be fatal to
certain individuals. Stings are very
dangerous and folks with a bad
reaction must carry mediation to
counter the venom of the insect.

the tractor and I thought fire was
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Photos from the Past

Elkmont boys 4-H Club in 1963 taught by T.J. Lewter

1963 Elkmont High School King and Queen
Horace Kennedy and Brenda Wales.
Timber cutting crew at Wheeler Dam in 1933 to clear land to be flooded.

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville. She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!
1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806
Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Phone | 2569648908 • Cell | 2565093103
Fax | 2565856474
Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

August 13, 2021

ACADEMICS
BACKPACK
ASSIGNMENTS
COMPUTERS

EDUCATION
TEACHERS
PRINCIPAL
ATHLETICS

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

STUDENTS
CLASSROOM
SUPPLIES
FRIENDS
PLAYGROUND
LIBRARY
Page 9

CHARACTER COUNTS

by Phillip Jarmon

Withstanding waves of life
ecently, my family and I took a
vacation to the Gulf Coast. My
kids love to play in the ocean,
and they always enjoy it when I
get into the ocean with them. On
this particular day, the ocean was
buzzing its dormant strength. The
ocean waves were forging its own
sea-song and knocking us down to
our knees after each wave crashed
over us. We barely had time to get
on our feet again before the next
wave would once again carry us
to the sea floor. The waves roll in,
each of them as strong and bold as
the last. They come without fear of
people or the beach.

R

Jesus asked the question to the
others in the boat about not having faith. Faith is the foundation
on which we build strength and
comfort in Christ in order to withstand the challenging waves of
life. The drama reveals that Jesus
was so human that He was sufficiently exhausted to fall sound
asleep in the midst of a storm.
After reflecting on that time in the
And He was so divine that even
ocean, it dawned on me that life’s
winds and waves responded to
challenges act in the same way,
His rebuke. The elements recogknocking us down from time to
nized His true identity, although
time. What foundation does a perthe disciples were puzzled. The
son need to withstand the chalelements of faith are the puzzle
lenging waves of life?
pieces that help us withstand all
Life is uncertain. This is true for of the challenging waves that we
the Christian as well, as we don’t face throughout life.
live in some charmed circle just
While the particular example in
because we believe in God and try
the Bible illustrates a storm, there
to emulate what scripture says.
are many different types of chalLet me illustrate this point by the
lenges that Christians face in life.
story of ‘Jesus calms the storm’
While one challenge seems diffifound in Mark 4:35-41 hence the
cult for one yet easy for another,
title of this article Withstanding
having faith is the tool we need to
Waves of Life. The storm was so
face whatever obstacle is in our
severe that it scared the lives of
path. For many of us, the most difthe disciples, several of whom
ficult time to muster our faith is in
were experienced fishermen.
the face of a crisis or challenge.
A serious storm came up and huge
The knowledge that there’s a greatwaves crashed over the boat. Jeer plan doesn’t necessarily ease the
sus was in the stern asleep on a
pain of losing someone too soon
pillow. They awoke Him and said,
or the discomfort that comes with
“Teacher, do you not care we are
conflict. It is not always up to us to
perishing?” Jesus arose and reunderstand God’s plan, and relying
buked the wind and said to the
on our faith doesn’t mean we don’t
sea, “Peace, be still!” Jesus said
suffer or feel pain, but it does prowhy are you so fearful? How is it
vide solace and strength in knowing
that you have no faith?
that we are cared for in ways unI will go back to the question seen and unknown. Through faith,
mentioned in the first paragraph we understand that God truly loves
- What foundation does a person us so much that He sent his only beneed to withstand the challenging gotten son to die for our sins so we
waves of life? According to scrip- would have a hope in Heaven one
ture found in Mark 4:35-41,
day.
Page 10

Faith also helps us when supporting others who are going through
a difficult time, giving us the perspective and empathy to care
for and lift them back up. What’s
true is this: no suffering is in vain
when you have faith.
What is faith? Put simply, faith is
believing in God and trusting in
His plan, even when you don’t understand it and can’t see it. As it
applies to our life, however, faith
is about more than just a feeling,
it’s about living it. We live our
faith through obedience to God
and acts of service. Hebrews 11:1
says. “Now faith is confidence in
what we hope for an assurance
about what we don’t see.” And
Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without
faith it is impossible to please
God, because anyone who comes
to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those
who earnestly seek Him. This is
very important to God. Slow down
and read this again if you need to,
God’s first and foremost concern
is with our faith - our attitude toward Him and trust in Him.
While we all fall short of His glo-
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ry, our actions should prove our
faith toward Christ. But without
faith it is impossible to please
him - without “confidence” in God
- in his fidelity, His truth, and His
promises. It is hard for a child to
please her father unless she has
confidence in him. It is hard for a
wife to please her husband, or a
husband a wife, unless they have
confidence in each other. If there
is distrust and jealousy on either
part, there is discord and misery.
We cannot be pleased with a professed friend unless he has such
confidence in us as to believe our
declarations and promises. The
same thing is true of God. He cannot be pleased with the man who
has no confidence in him; who
doubts the truth of his declarations and promises; who does not
believe that his ways are right, or
that he is qualified for universal
empire. The requirement of faith
or confidence in God is not arbitrary; it is just what we require of
our children, and partners in life,
and friends, as the indispensable
condition of our being pleased
with them. So, I will close with this
statement that our faith in God is
crucial in withstanding the waves
of life. Always remember, we are
not here to please people (people will always be disappointed in
us) but we are here to please God
through faith in Him that He will
provide all that we need.
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DEB’S Delights

by Debra Johnson

Butternut squash rich in vitamin A

B

utternut squash is rich each half into 1-inch wide slices.
in vitamin A, vitamin C, Then, cut your slices crosswise in
magnesium, and potassium. 1-inch wide cuts.

INGREDIENTS
- Butternut Squash

Use nonstick spray to coat two
baking sheets. Grab a large bowl
and add your squash cubes. Add
- Olive Oil.
the olive oil, maple syrup, and
- Maple Syrup.
spices to the bowl. Toss until
- Cinnamon
the squash is coated in all the
delicious flavors. Make sure the
- Rosemary
squash is spread into a single layer
DIRECTIONS
Use a knife to cut off both the on the baking sheet. Bake for 15
top and bottom of the butternut minutes at 400 degrees F. After
squash, about 1/4 of an inch from 15 minutes, remove the pans,
the end. With a vegetable peeler, turn the squash with a spatula,
peel off the outer layer of the and return to the oven. Bake until
butternut squash. Cut the squash the squash is tender (about 10 to
crosswise. Once cut, use a spoon 15 additional minutes). Remove
or ice cream scoop to remove the from the oven, and scatter fresh
seeds and stringy parts from the rosemary over the top. Serve
inside the base of the squash. Cut warm and ENJOY!

The

Floor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Making a Cyprus Fish Basket
e boys in the holler were
always being creative
and
making
things.
Papa showed us how to make
a fish trap for catching catfish.
Papa called the contraption a
fish basket. He said, “We need to
go by the sawmill and get some
1-inch strips of Cyprus wood.”
The body of the trap was made
with the Cyprus wood and would
last many years in the water. The
entrance fingers of the trap were
made from sassafras wood. This
wood had a very flexible nature
and would bend without breaking.
The fish basket was about 5 feet
in length.

W

Papa took a hand wood planer
and cut the sassafras fingers to
use for the mouth of the fish trap.
He hued 8 sassafras fingers from
the softwood per side. The basket
was put together with copper nails
to prevent rust. The copper nails
were small, and it took quite a few
to construct. It took a couple of
days to build the fish basket.
hungry for a good mess of fried
We were excited to try it out in the catfish. The fish trap was hard to
creek. Early in the morning we put pull from the water. It took all three
the trap in the bed of the 1949 of us to get it on the bank. It was
Chevrolet and drove down to the packed with blue catfish just the
creek. We tied a chain to the fish right eating size. We loaded the
trap and found a deep hole of basket into the bed of the truck
water to drop the basket into. The and drove home to start cleaning
position of the trap was important. the fish. We had more than we
The mouth of the basket must needed and gave fish to many of
be pointed down stream. Fish our neighbors.
feed into the current. Stink bait Grandma fried up the fish with
was placed in the trap to lure the sides like fried potatoes and
catfish into the basket.
hush puppies. This was a fine
Catfish are scavengers and feed
on the bottom and have a keen
sense of smell. The day we put
the fish trap out it came a big
rain. The creek got up and muddy
with heavy current. Papa said, ”I
hope you boys tied the chain good
holding the fish basket.” Humpy
said, “I tied it around a willow tree
leaning over the creek.”

We kept the basket in the barn own.” He went on to say, “God
and used it many times to catch a feeds the birds of the air, but he
mess of fish from the creek.
doesn’t put the feed in their nest.”
Neighbors offered to pay for the I later understood what he was
fish, but papa never took money saying. The opportunity is there,
from any one of them. He would but one must make an effort to
say, “I’m just glad we are blessed obtain the offering.
with a God who provides for his

feed made possible by God and
the local water way. Papa gave
thanks for the food and we filled
our bellies.

It is good to live off the land and
enjoy fresh fish from clean water.
Many springs fed the creek and it
was always cold. The fish tasted
great from our creek. We had one
rule: only take what you need and
Early the next morning we checked leave the rest for others to enjoy.
the fish basket because we were
Page 12
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Two Limestone County
properties to develop first
modern zoo park in decades
ollowing an extensive search,
the North Alabama Zoological
Society (NALZS), a not-forprofit organization headquartered
in Huntsville, Alabama, has
identified expansive space on two
separate properties to support a
new zoological park in Limestone
County.
According to NALZS research,
the United States has not seen
such an expansive nonprofit zoo
or zoological park built from the
ground up in roughly 45 years as
the one NALZS is planning.
NALZS is looking forward to
creating an historic partnership
with Lansing Companies, who is
purchasing the 687-acre multiuse site of which the zoological
park site will be taken from. This
development is easily accessible
to all communities across North
Alabama from US-72, US-31, and
exits from I-565 or I-65 at the
Huntsville Browns-Ferry exit.
Spanning 279 acres, the central
portion of the park will be a
traditional walking zoo located
just north of Martin Line Road and
adjacent to I-65 south of Tanner.
In the park, there will be three
Adventure Trek Areas representing
national parks and preserves from

F
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North America, Asia, and Africa.
Beyond observing wildlife, guests
will be able to ride horses, zipline,
and safari through these areas.
NALZS has also identified a
second property north of the
City of Madison along Limestone
Creek. The 200-acre property is
an extension of the zoo and will
focus on sustainable farming
research for humans and animals.
Sustainable agriculture products
from the site will be used to
feed the animals and supply the
restaurants at the zoo. NALZS will
share more information about this
property in the coming weeks.
“We have been working on the
project for the last two years
setting the groundwork for creating
a much-wanted experience in
our area,” said NALZS Executive
Director Ethan Woodruff. “Other
regions and communities our size
have them, now is the right time
for North Alabama to get one.”
The amount needed for NALZS
to purchase both properties from
Lansing is around $11 million.
The Society is currently working
with corporate and civic leaders to
secure funding as well as seeking
help from the community for the
land purchase.

“As one of the largest land
developers in the country, a
project such as the North Alabama
Zoological Park project will be such
a blessing to the community and
we expect it will bring substantial
economic growth to the I-65
corridor that will be a catalyst for
further highly beneficial projects
in not only Huntsville, but also
nearby Athens and Decatur,” said
Lansing Companies President
and CEO Greg Lansing. “We are
so grateful to Ethan Woodruff and
the entire NALZS team to be a part
of this landmark project.”
Extensive
market
research
indicates a zoological park and
aquarium would be successful
in the greater Huntsville area. An
economic impact report from the
University of Alabama in Huntsville
shows that once the park is built
it is estimated to generate more
than $100 million for the local
economy with a quarter of a
million visitors a year. The Park
will be built to Association of Zoos
and Aquariums (AZA) standards
with the goal to be AZA accredited
within the first year of operation.
“Limestone County continues
to be blessed by growth and the
addition of this unique North
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Alabama
Zoological Park, by the North
Alabama Zoological Society to our
county is exciting,” said Limestone
County Commission Chairman
Collin Daly. “We welcome the
addition of this landmark project
and look forward to being a part of
its success for many years.”
“We are delighted that the North
Alabama
Zoological
Society
has chosen Limestone County
to call home for this one-of-akind project,” said Limestone
County Economic Development
Association
President
and
CEO Bethany Shockney. “This
investment will be a very unique
economic driver for tourism, and I
certainly expect this to be a catalyst
for other major complimentary
projects and activities to follow.”
The community can support this
endeavor by visiting the NALZS
website and click ‘LOOKING TO
DONATE … CLICK HERE’ at the
top of the page or by emailing
development@nalzs.org.
All media inquiries should be
directed towards North Alabama
Zoological Society’s marketing
and communications team at
press@nalzs.org.
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1962 Corvair 500
he Chevrolet Corvair is a
compact car manufactured
by Chevrolet for model years
1960–1969 in two generations.
It remains the only Americandesigned,
mass-produced
passenger car with a rearmounted, air-cooled engine.
The Corvair was manufactured
and marketed in 4-door sedan,
2-door coupe, convertible, 4-door
station wagon, passenger van,
commercial van, and pickup truck
body styles in its first generation
(1960–1964) and as a 2-door
coupe, convertible or 4-door
hardtop in its second (1965–
1969) — with a total production
of approximately 1.8 million from
1960-1969.
The name “Corvair” originated as
a portmanteau of Corvette and Bel
Air, a name first applied in 1954
to a Corvette-based concept with

T

The first Corvair engine produced
80 hp. Power peaked with
the
1965–66
turbocharged
180 hp (134 kW; 182 PS)
Corsa engine option. The first
generation model’s swing axle
rear suspension, invented and
patented by engineer Edmund
Rumpler in 1903, offered a
comfortable ride. The design was
replaced in 1965 model year with
a fully independenttrailing arm
rear suspension similar to the
Corvette Sting Ray.
Corvair
production
reached
1,835,170 produced from 1960
to 1969.
A 1962 Corvair 500 with William Theun,
The 1960 Corvair and designers
of Athens, the owner of the car.
a hardtop fastback-styled roof, The Corvair’s engine was an William L. “Bill” Mitchell and
part of the Motorama traveling overhead-valve aluminum, air- styling staff received an Industrial
exhibition. When applied to the cooled 140 cu in (2.3 L) flat-six Designers Institute award.
production models, the “air” part (later enlarged, first to 145 and
referenced the engine’s cooling then to 164 cubic inches).
system.

KUBOTA’S RTVS
RTV X900

RTV X1100C

Kubota’s heavy-duty, high performance RTV
Series utility vehicles give you the power
and durability to tackle the toughest tasks
on any terrain. H&R Agri-Power has a great
selection of mid to full-size utility vehicles.

plus

RTV SIDEKICK

RTV 520

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH • TANNER, AL 35671
HRAGRIPOWER.COM
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Which Way is Right?

hey say men have a problem
with asking for directions.
We don’t like to admit we are
wrong and we want everyone to
know that we don’t need help. Have
you ever been in a situation where
you think you know where you’re
going, but it turns out, you have no
clue where you’re headed? Only
the stubborn will keep going the
wrong direction when they know
they’re lost. The wise will stop and
ask for help, look at a map, or turn
on the GPS.

T

destruction, and there are many
who go in by it. Because narrow
is the gate and difficult is the way
which leads to life, and there are
few who find it” (Matthew 7:1314). So, how do we get on the right
path that leads to life?

First, you need to recognize
you’re lost. Take a moment to
look around at your life. What
direction are you headed in? Are
you headed towards heaven? The
only way to truly know is to open
God’s word and figure out which
Spiritually, we are the same way. way He wants you to go. The Bible
We think we are headed the right contains everything we need to
direction, but unfortunately, so know about life and godliness (2
many people are lost. Maybe it’s Peter 1:3). The Bible is our map…
because they don’t care if they use it.
are spiritually lost. Sadly, many Second, only those who want to
people think they are on the right find the right way will find it. Unless
track spiritually, but they are too you decide to stop and ask for help,
stubborn to see they’ve run off you can keep driving in the wrong
the road. Solomon wrote, “There direction for as long as you want.
is a way that appears to be right, Spiritually, we have to wake up
but in the end it leads to death” and choose to find the right way.
(Proverbs 14:12).
The Bible tells us the right way is

Typically, what appears to be the
right way is the road that everyone
else is taking. We convince
ourselves that if everyone else is
doing something, we should too.

through Jesus and following His
commandments. We need to make
sure we are following the Bible
in every aspect of our lives. We
can’t follow Him partially, just like

Kevin Harrington
If sin enters your life, it’s time to and full of worldly pleasures and
stop and get back on track. It’s then there’s the path that leads to
everlasting life. Choose the right
time to ask for God’s help.
There are two paths in life: the path path. Ask for help if you need to.
that appears right because it’s fun You’ll be eternally glad you did.

MarionStreet
124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

Services

However, Jesus tells us about a
very different situation when it
comes to following the crowd.
Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow
gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to
August 13, 2021

we can’t get to our destination by
taking a wrong turn.
Third, remember your destination.
The Bible is our roadmap to
Heaven. It will tell us how to get
there if we are willing to follow.

Sunday Morning Service
Worship time 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered
on Facebook Live.
Wednesday Night classes
6:30 p.m. for all ages.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

#7 Rhythmic Pressure continued
it. Remember, you are teachingteaching-teaching. The horse
won’t try to do the wrong thing it
will do things to try to figure out
what it is we are asking. We have
to continue until the horse makes
a move in the right direction.

e continue the Pressure
and Release teachings
in this article. In the last
article we wrote about asking the
horses’ hind quarters to move
using rhythmic pressure. We will
continue, in this article, using
rhythmic pressure asking the front
end to move away from you. As
you begin to ask you will want the
front end to move away from you
without the hindquarters moving.
The front end moving away with
the hindquarters staying put
within a hoola –hoop circle.

W

You will begin, again, using your
communication stick and string,
holding the string in your hand with
the stick. You begin by standing at
the point of the shoulder which we
call the drive line. Anything in front
of the drive line should cause the
horse to move away or back up.
Adding pressure behind the drive
line should cause the horse to
move forward, go sideways or
move the hindquarters away.

Keep in mind, performing this
task, moving the front end, will
help to set you up as the lead
horse. If you are working with the
ALPHA horse, moving the front end
may be a bit difficult as the ALPHA
horse is usually the one moving
others horses’ front quarters.

Suggest, Ask, Tell, Promise…
Take your time when performing
these communication tasks.
Remember you are teaching, not
making. You will always begin at
suggest.

As always, if you have questions
about any of these maneuvers
you may call me at 256-874-6781
to make an appointment to come
observe what it is I’m speaking
of and to get more precise
information. It’s very hard to put it
in words the specifics of each task.

hold it there four seconds. If horse
doesn’t move away begin rotating
your stick in circles, this is the
telling, not fast but rhythmic. If
horse doesn’t move you will push
stick closer to horses’ nose and Next Pressure and Release
Here is the physical part will begin to bump the horses’ article will be the backing up
from Rhythmic Pressure and the
performed. Standing at the point nose; this is the Promise.
of the shoulder, about two to three Remember, when the horse benefit of it. It’s a CONCEPT not a
So, you stand at the point of the feet away, holding your stick and moves during any of these steps, technique.
shoulder, you will begin in this string in a downward position you will stop immediately. Always
Jim Swanner
manner. You will suggest the bring your body to a tall position to begin in the beginning. Begin as
13124 Carter Road
horse move its front quarters push your energy toward the front light as possible and go to as firm
Athens, AL 35611
away, you will ask the horse, you of the horse, this is Suggesting…. as necessary. But give the horse
www.JimSwanner.com
will tell the horse and finally you Give the horse four seconds.. next the benefit of the doubt. Watch to
Enjoying Horses through
will promise the horse, it’s going the Ask-you will raise you stick see if the horse is trying to figure
Communication
to move. Always begin at suggest. parallel with the horses’ neck— out what it is you are asking of
256.874.6781

— HELP WANTED —
All positions needed at Town & Country Animal Hospital, located next to Cinemagic Theater.
Full-time and part-time with benefits available. Bring resumé and pick up application at the
receptionist desk.
Receptionist must have previous veterinary hospital experience with good communication
skills.
Licensed veterinary technicians for treatment/triage area, in-patient care, and exam rooms.
Pet care attendants for general cleaning, bathing pets, and assisting the the treatment of
healthy, sick and injured pets.
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Town & City of Ardmore
Approve New Chief of Police

Upcoming Milestones for
Merchants Alley, downtown Athens
Selfie Spots - Working is progressing on the three Selfie Spots. The
art created by area high school students is being transferred from
paper to alley surfaces by the Athens Arts League. The 1st Place
Winner will be completed in mid-August. The Selfie Spot was made
possible by Wynn Nutrition & Nutrition on the Square.
Planters - Four stucco and natural stone large planters have been
completed. Next week the plants will be planted by Grayson Bailey
Landscaping. The Plants and lighting were donated by Site One
Landscape Supply. The Planters were sponsored by Mauldin &
Jenkins CPA, The Martin Family Foundation, Dream Key Real
Estate, & Ming Commerical Real Estate Group.
Painting - The reminder of the mural wall and adjacent alley wall
and window frames will be painted next week also.
Screening Fence - The fencing to screen A/C and walk-in freezer is
currently being erected.
Concrete Walking Surface - The concrete walking surface will be
installed during the last week in August. Upon completion, an entry
threshold of 100-year-old bricks from the original bricks streets of
Athens will be installed. This threshold was sponsored by Bryant
Bank.

The Town and City of Ardmore held a joint council meeting to approve the hiring of Jereme Robison (center) as the new chief of
police. Pictured with Robinson are Ardmore, AL Mayor Billy Shannon and Ardmore, TN Mayor Mike Magnusson.

August 13, 2021

Furnishings - Outdoor dining tables, made possible by Blake
Williams Communications and Marybeth Pate, and Adirondack
style chairs with market umbrellas are in and ready to be placed
after completion of the walking surface.
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Strickland
Dirt Works, LLC
Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing
25
YEARS
EXP

Rusty
Russell
Strickland
Rusty & R
ussell
ll St
S
tr ickl
kland

(256) 771-3857
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August
Aug 14, 21, 2021 -- Athens
Saturday Market is a statecertified farmers market. Enjoy
fresh produce, baked goods,
music, art, and crafts at the Green
Street pavilion (409 West Green
Street in Athens) from 8:00AM to
12:00PM. athensmainstreet.org
Aug 14, 2021 -- Rustic Willow
Market Days (29930 Ardmore
Avenue in Ardmore, AL) from
10:00AM-5:00PM each day. Enjoy
specials throughout the store’s
50 vendors featuring a variety of
items from furniture to boutique
clothing. Plus puruse an additional
50+ vendors outside too. For more
information: 256-497-1881
Aug 14, 2021 -- 50th Class Reunion for Athens High School
1971 Graduating Class at Revival (303 West Washington Street
in Athens) starting at 12:30PM.
Lunch will be catered by one of
our classmates, Phillip Lawler
from Lawler’s Barbecue. If you
have not been contacted by a
classmate, please email Maxine
Knoll at amksmile@juno.com on
or before July 31st. Lunch cost
will be determined by number of
people attending.

CALENDAR

Aug 14, 2021 -- Mike Cole Pickin’
in the Parking Lot with Limestone
Manor (600 U.S. Highway 31S in
Athens). Bring your lawn chair and
enjoy the concert. Rita’s Italian Ice
& Custard and Beer Belly BBQ food
trucks will be on hand. For more
information: 256-232-3900

Aug 20 & 21, 2021 -- Everything
Equine and More Yard Sale at
K-I-N Stables (13124 Carter Road
in Athens) with booths stocked
with a variety of items including
English and Western gear; saddles; blankets; winter blankets;
head stalls, and more. BBQ and
other concessions available. 20
Aug 19, 2021 -- Nature Photog- to 40 booths/sellers (12’×12’)
raphy Hike at Joe Wheeler State at 15.00 per day; Request regisPark (4403 McLean Drive in Rog- tration form via messenger or text
ersville) on the Champion Trail 256.874.6781 your email address
starting at 5:00PM. Join Park by July 19.
Naturalist Sam Woodruff for a
relaxing nature photography hike Aug 28, 2021 -- Annual Elkmont
through JWSP’s amazing trail. For Car Show at Elkmont High School
more information about the event, (204 Evans Avenue in Elkmont)
email: Samuel.Woodroof@dcnr.al- from 10:00AM-2:00PM featuring
abama.gov
classes muscles, hot rods, rat
rods, antique cars, custom trucks
Aug 19, 2021 -- Open House with and motorcycles with trophies,
Dream Key Real Estate (121 plaques, and money awards. ConNorth Jefferson Street in Athens) cession, door prizes, vendors and
from 5:00PM-8:00PM.
Come live music - so bring your camp
help DreamKey Real Estate cel- chairs.
Vehicles registration:
ebrate in their new location and $20.00 fee includes admit for 2
meet the agents. Enjoy a selec- people. Spectators are $5.00 each
tion of food trucks, live music on with ages 10 and under enjoying
the porch with Daniel Jones, and free admission. For more informa$500.00 cash giveaway (must be tion: Mike Ikard 256-431-0542
present to win). For more information: Blake@BlakeWilliams.co

Aug 28, 2021 -- Bama Blues Catfish Trail Tournament - Night Event
at Joe Wheeler State Park (4403
McLean Drive in Rogersville at the
1st Creek Boat Ramp). Registration starts at 6:00PM, no lines in
the water until 7:00PM. $10.00
trail fee per boat plus registration
fee. Maximum 3 people per boat;
unlimited rod; boats inspected prior to the event; no pre-event fishing on waters except for bait; live
weigh-in; 3 fish limit - only 2 can
exceed 34”; Blue, Channel and
Flathead Catfish; other rules and
restrictions apply; see thebamablues.com. For more information:
bamabluescatfishtrail@gmail.com
Sept 5, 2021 at 6PM Berea Baptist
Church is hosting The Inspirations
southern gospel quartet. The church
is located on the west side of Athens
at 16779 Lucas Ferry Rd 35611.
Doors open at 5PM. No cost for
the singing. A love offering will be received. Gary Wilson 256-497-9763

We have made

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES
EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

YOU GET

Includes:
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365

19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614
256-230-3600
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FERGUSON L.P. GAS

27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739
256-423-3320
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1811 Lindsay Lane N - Athens - $140,000
MLS#1779678 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370
Cute, cute, cute! New roof; R13 insulation in walls & blown insulation in attic; new pine hand
crafted hardwood ﬂooring; new pine hand crafted hardwood door jams, frames, crown trim,
and baseboards; cedar lining in master closet; all drywall has been replaced with mood/
mildew resistant sheetrock; all walls sealed primed, and painted; Front porch has new posts,
deck boards, steps, and reinforced supports with treated wood; New shutters on front; new
dishwasher; new toilets, sinks, and ﬁxtures. Bedroom 2 has built in shelving. Lots of closet
space in the master bedroom.

703 S. Clinton Street - Athens - $679,000
MLS#1785071, Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916
Coming Soon-Incredible Home. This home is so spacious with large rooms and so many cabinets.
Close enough to Downtown Athens that you could walk. Beautiful wood beams on ceiling in family
room with gas logs. Extra large kitchen and laundry with cherry cabinets. The kitchen has double oven
and granite counter tops. 3 Bedrooms upstairs and 2 downstairs, one being the master bedroom. The
bathrooms in this house are very large. 9 FT Ceilings with lots of storage and several built ins. The
home oﬀers a greenhouse and in-ground pool with building over it . The yard has large shade trees
and lots of patio space.

D
L
SO

21616 New Garden Road - Elkmont - $232,000
MLS#1775150 - Paula Phillips - 256-777-4916
If you are looking for a sweet mini-farm, look no further. 6.3 acres, Fenced, cross fenced, 5
gates, 40x40 pole barn, small pond, and 2 small chicken coops/storage buildings. Conveniently
located close to I65. Concrete circle drive, front and back porches. Great place for horses,
cows, or goats. Beautiful hardwood ﬂoors in some rooms. There are lots of possibilities here
and conveniently located!

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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22703 Winged Foot Drive
Athens - $850,000
MLS#1782315

James Phillips - 256-656-2370
Beautiful, custom home located on the Canebrake Golf Course. Closet space galore.
Amazing views from all living areas, soaring ceilings, hardwood ﬂoors, and a charming
kitchen are just some of the many features. The basement has a media room, a rec room
with a wet bar, and a bedroom/bath. A golf cart garage in basement. On the main ﬂoor,
there is a huge master bedroom with French doors to the a screened porch. A glam bath
with lots of space adjoins the master bedroom. Tall windows that seem to reach to the sky
adorn the living room. Upstairs, a loft where you can enjoy the view from the extra large
windows awaits, There is also a completely ﬁnished bonus room, a bedroom and a bath.

12573 Lucas Ferry Road - Tanner - $400,000
MLS#1787819 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300
Charming home located on the river! Updated stainless appliances. Open ﬂoor plan featuring a
HUGE great room. Two master bedrooms. Loft upstairs. Large windows adorn the great room for your
river/nature viewing pleasure. Hardwood ﬂoors. Master bedroom has his and her closets. A sunroom
on the west side of the house. A large deck facing the river lets you sit on the back porch and wonder
at the view. Detached 3 car garage. Come see all that this beautiful home has to oﬀer!
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7721 Blue Springs Drive
Clements - $389,000
MLS#1782442

James Phillips - 256-656-2370
This lovely interior townhome is move in ready. Spacious rooms with open living,
dining and kitchen. Pristine white cabinets with large island and quartz countertops.
Master is located on main level with soaker tub, separate tile shower, custom walk in
closet and double vanity. Laminate wood ﬂooring and tile throughout (NO CARPET).
Upstairs oﬀers two bedrooms with large den and full bath. With a cozy front porch,
rear courtyard and double carport, you can make this your new home.

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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Blue Springs Drive - $35,000
MLS#1157501 - Clements
Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300

12106 Hwy. 31 - Tanner - $165,000
MLS#1774353 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300
Property currently used as rental property. Needs some updates. Property sold “AS IS”

Blue Springs Drive - $35,000
MLS#1157502 - Clements
Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300
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227 County Road 527 - $175,000
MLS#1786507 - Anderson
James Phillips, 656-2370

Cox Road - $81,000
MLS#1786471 - Clements
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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