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It’s time again for the Ardmore, 
Alabama antique show! The “Olde 
American Thyme” primitive and 

antique show is in it’s third year and 
will be Saturday, September 18th 
this year. The show is sponsored 
by Country Traditions and the 
Ardmore High School Band and 
the proceeds from the show go to 

help the band with their trips and 
contest expenses. The address for 
the high school is 30285 Ardmore 
Avenue in Ardmore, Alabama. 
The show has vendors from Illinois, 
Indiana, Tennessee and Alabama. 
The show will have a great 
selection of primitive furniture 
and smalls that can easily go in 

your car or better yet, bring your 
truck!  Some items that might 
be found include crocks, jugs, 
handmade tin lamps, baskets, 
quilts, primitive handmade dolls, 
wooden fi rkins, old wooden boxes, 
candles and who knows what 
kind of primitive furniture you 
will fi nd. That’s always a surprise 

to see what the vendors have
brought to the show. There will
be primitive fall decor and some 
Christmas decor. The band will
have the concessions open with
hamburgers and all the sweets 
you will want. 

continued on page 5

Primitive and antique show returns
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THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

By Sonny Turner
Staff Writer

A cold watermelon is a great 
treat on a hot day in July, 
August and September. 

We love to sit under the big oak 
tree in the back yard and enjoy 
that Jubilee that has been in the 
refrigerator for the past couple of 
days. There is nothing better than 
a good, sweet watermelon.
But we’re not the only ones who 
enjoy this delicious mid-afternoon 
treat.

Let’s see, there’s the bulldog that 
wants a slice cut for him, and the 
cows are looking in from the fence 
a few yards away. When the rinds 
are tossed across the fence, they 
love them. It doesn’t take long for 
them to consume it all.
But humans, dogs and cows are 
not the only ones that enjoy a 
good juicy watermelon. It’s a fa-
vorite food of coyotes, too.
A few years back I planted a patch 
of watermelons, several differ-
ent kinds including a hybrid that 

was guaranteed to grow to record 
sizes, and watched them grow 
throughout the summer. But, 

when they started to put on fruit, 
the coyotes moved in.
Sometime during the night, they 
would come in and gnaw the mel-
on off the vine and roll it out of 
the garden. From there they would 
bite into it until it burst. Then they 
would eat it down to the rind. It 
didn’t seem to matter whether the 
watermelon was ripe or not. They 

just loved it.
I tried just about everything to 
scare them away that summer, 
but nothing worked. But, what I did 
learn was that when you thought 
a melon was ripe, you better cut 
it and bring it to the house or you 
would lose it to the coyote.
Reprinted from January 2011

McLaughlin named to replace Blakely
By Sonny Turner

Staff Writer

Gov. Kay Ivey recently named 
Joshua McLaughlin as the 
new sheriff for Limestone 

County.
McLaughlin, who was an investi-
gator in the sheriff’s offi ce before 
becoming an investigator with the 
Limestone County District Attor-
ney’s offi ce, is serving the rest of 
former Sheriff Mike Blakely’s term 
which expires in 2022.
Blakely, a 10-term sheriff, was 
removed from offi ce last month 
after a Limestone County Circuit 
County jury found hiim guilty on 
two counts of theft, both felonies. 
Blakely, who is now out of jail on 
appeal bond, was sentenced to 
36 months in jail.

“I am thankful to Gov. Kay Ivey for 
the great honor of being chosen 
to serve the people of Limestone 
County as sheriff, said McLaugh-
lin. “Many qualifi ed candidates 
applied for the position, and I am 
grateful for their commitment to 
the safety of our community. I am 
fortunate to be inheriting a de-
partment full of talented offi cers 
and professional staff. I am bless-
ed with the opportunity to build 
on the successes of the past, to 
create a modern Sheriff’s Depart-
ment equipped for the future. To 
the citizens of Limestone County, 
I pledge always to put your safety 
and security fi rst and to fairly and 
equally enforce the rule of law.”
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Darin & Brooke Aldridge will 
be coming to Athens State 
University as part of the 

Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers 
Concert Series. The concert will be 
held on Tuesday, September 28 at 
7:00 pm in McCandless Hall after 
being postponed last year due to 
COVID-19.  
Husband and wife duo Darin & 
Brooke Aldridge are both highly 
acclaimed vocalists in their own 
right. They combine rich harmonies 
with impeccable musicianship to 
create the unmistakable sound that 
has made them one of the hottest 
young acts in acoustic music. 
Brooke is the three-time reigning 
IBMA Female Vocalist of the Year 
and has been lauded for having 
one of the most powerful voices in 
music of any genre. Furthermore, 
Darin spent six years as a member 
of the acclaimed County Gentleman 
and is a highly sought-after multi-
instrumentalist.

They draw on the traditions of their 
native North Carolina, the savvy of 
a young, gifted band, and their own 
dedication to ingenuity to create the 
most adventurous album of their 
career with their latest critically 
acclaimed release, “Inner Journey.” 
The duo has received multiple 
nominations from the International 
Bluegrass Music Association 
(IBMA) and Inspirational Country 
Music (ICM) and has placed several 
tracks at the top of Roots, SiriusXM, 
Bluegrass, and Gospel charts.
Tickets for the event are $15.00 and 
can be purchased by visiting www.
TVOTFC.org or calling the offi ce 
of University Advancement at 
256-233-8185. As part of the 
Athens Forever Bicentennial 
Series, this event is sponsored 
by the Tennessee Valley Old Time 
Fiddlers Convention Steering
Committee and the Livingston
Concert/Lecture Series.

Darin & Brooke Aldridge
will be coming to ASU



By Debra Johnson
Staff Writer

We are closing out the last 
of the big projects in the 
garden – digging the 

sweet potatoes.
And, of course, the okra is the 
crop that keeps on giving.  It will 
last till it freezes out.
Sweet potatoes are root vegetables 
with the edible part called a tuber.  
They’re considered to be nutritious 
being high in vitamin A and other 
vitamins.  They are harvested 
just in time to cure out before the 
Thanksgiving feast that always has 
a sweet potato dish on the table.  
You can leave the potatoes in the 
ground but need to get them out 
of the ground before the 1st frost. 
To cure the potatoes, they need 
humidity and heat for a couple of 
weeks. We place our potatoes in 
single layers on wire beds in the 
barn for ventilation.  You can eat 
sweet potatoes after harvesting, 
but their fl avors deepen as they 
cure.  The starches in the tuber 
turn into sugar as they cure.  
Before the temperatures get to 
freezing, we move the potatoes 
from the barn to storage racks in 
the basement.  We have potatoes 
to eat on throughout the winter.  
They usually last until time to plant 
the garden in the spring.  There 
are many recipes for using sweet 
potatoes, including casseroles, 
pies, and soup.  We look forward 
to eating these sweet treats.

T
H

E

Closing out the garden

Page 4                                                                             THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                      September 10, 2021

Danny Johnson with a trailer full of sweet potatoes.
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The show opens at 9:00 and 
closes at 5:00 and the entry fee is 
$5.00 per person. The parking is 
plentiful and there will be enough 
space to social distance. You will 
be able to browse and take your 

time and no one rushes you. You 
can stay and visit all day if you 
want. The Ardmore High School 
Band and Country Traditions 
would like to thank everyone for 
their attendance and support 

in this fundraising event. They 
would also like to thank Mayor 
Mike Magnusson  for providing 
the signs to help promote the 
show. If you have any questions, 
if you need directions, or if you 

are interested in a vendor space, 
call Donna Thomas at (540) 226-
1267. 
Hope to see you all at the show!

Primitive & Antique show continued from page 1
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Hoot Owl water fountain
By Danny Johnson

Staff Writer 

I had some spare parts in my 
shop that needed to go. My wife 
loves water fountains and she 

challenged me to come up with 
a design using scrap metal parts 
and an old barrel. After a couple 
of days of design work I decided 
on a wood barrel fountain. I had 
a hand water pump from a fl ea 
market that would work well. 
One of my favorite birds has 
always been from the owl family. 
The rusty gold I had laying around 

would be all the material needed 
to construct my owl. The only item 
needed that must be purchased 
would be the electric water pump. 
I picked up a bird bath pump at 
Lowe’s. 
After some cutting and welding, 
the hooter began to take shape. 
I decided to make the wings from 
a old skill saw blade. Two pulleys 
would work for eyes. I made the 
perch from a piece of 3/4 inch 
steel cable.
I put leaves on the cable made 
from discarded spoons. I wanted 

the cable to resemble a vine and 
have leaves sprouting from the 
vine.
I hammered the feet out on the 
anvil. I wanted detail talons on this 
owl. The owl uses the big talons to 
capture prey. The beak was made 
from a corn picker tooth. After a 
littler iron work and welding, the 

project started to take shape.
The water fountain now helps
decorate my back yard. My
grandkids get a kick out of playing
in the water coming from the old
water hand pump.

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com



 Page 8                                                                               THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                     September 10, 2021

OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

When the temperature 
cools down you know fall 
is on the way. The change 

in seasons keeps our life from 
becoming mundane. August is 
usually a hot non-eventful month 
for the outdoors sportsman. In 
September, the cool air brings 
in dove season and early goose 
hunting. There is nothing like 
dove hunting over a fresh picked 
cornfi eld or sunfl ower patch. As 
cold fronts move through the area, 
doves migrate with them.
Most hunters think of dove hunting 
as an afternoon hunt. I have had 
some great shoots in the morning 
hours. Water holes are also good 
locations to get a good fl ight of 
doves. The best watering ponds 
have trees for the dove to light in. 
Doves like to perch on branches 
then when it’s safe fl ight down for 
a drink. Another thing I’ve noticed 
while dove hunting is a fi eld with 
a power line across it attracts 
doves. The lines provide the doves 
a good perch.
Hunters fl ock to the fi eld on 
opening day and after that tend to 
trend off hunting.  Dove hunting is 
a good way to get youth introduced 
into the wing shooting sport.  The 
Local Game and Fish Department 
usually schedule a youth dove 
hunt through local farmers. Check 
with the Swan Creek Offi ce for 
more details. 

Dove breasts wrapped in bacon 
and grilled makes for a good feed. 
Doves are an allusive bird to bring 
down. The average shooter will get 
one dove per 5 shots. I like to use 

7/1/2 shot to hunt dove. Probably 
the most common choice by 
hunters is number 8 shot. I also 
prefer a modifi ed choke for longer, 
higher birds. Only 3 shell capacity 

is legal for shotguns. The dove is 
considered a migratory bird. 
Hunters should eat their kill or 
give to someone that will. Never 
waste wild game. Game can be 
prepared and enjoyed by many. 
Teaching young hunters to eat 
their game is a great lesson for 
outdoor sportsmen to learn at 
an early age and so is gun safety. 
A gun can take a life but cannot 
restore one.  
Stay out of hot water with folks who 
live around your dove fi eld. There 
are houses just about everywhere, 
and it’s hard to fi nd a fi eld clear 
of homes. People don’t like to get 
their house sprinkled by bird shot. 
There are more complaints about 
sprinkling houses than anything I 
can think of. The tin roofs sound 
like a hailstorm when shot drop on 
them. 
Respect the homeowner and never 
shoot toward a nearby house. 
Choose your shot placement. 
Once you fi re a gun, the projectile 
is your responsibility. Never shoot 
at a low bird. I had a friend almost 
lose an eye after being shot by a 
hunter fi ring at a low bird years 
ago.  
Remember to renew your hunting 
license in September and have 
written permission from the land 
owner before hunting on private 
property. Hunt safe and enjoy 
being outside this fall.

Fall hunting
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

Photos from the Past

PRACTICE
TOUCHDOWN
EXTRA POINT
GRIDIRON

INTERCEPTION
SCRIMMAGE
LINEMEN
RECEIVER

QUARTERBACK
COACHES
PIGSKIN
TACKLE

ROLL TIDE
WAR EAGLE
ENDZONE

The Dixie Lee service station on South Clinton at Forrest 
Street in Athens in 1963 was a favorite watering hole not only 

for cars but for Athens High School students. At the time it 
was located directly across from the high school.

Hi Boy drive-in restaurant on U.S. 72 in Athens
in 1963 was the favorite hangout for area teens.
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Does your character matter?

What are character 
strengths? What meaning-
ful role does character play 

in child and adult development?
It is widely acknowledged that 
character –not beauty, high test 
scores, or wealth–account for 
life satisfaction and well-being. 
Derived from the fi eld of positive 
psychology, the term character 
strengths has become synony-
mous with a group of 24 unique 
human characteristics developed 
by the VIA Institute on Character. 
Research suggests these attri-
butes impact happiness, includ-
ing our development of resilience 
and positive relationships.
How do children develop char-
acter strengths during their ac-
ademic climb from kindergarten 
through high school? Educational 
goals of developing intelligence 
are well articulated and their out-
comes can be measured. Until 
now, however, character strengths 
were less defi ned and not as mea-
surable.

Martin Luther King Jr. under-
stood the concept of character 
strengths long before they were as 
well-defi ned as they are today. At 
a speech at Morehouse College in 
1948, he said, “We must remem-
ber that intelligence is not enough.  
Intelligence plus character–that is 
the goal of true education.”
When I refl ect on King’s statement, 
I think of my closest friends and 
the people I most respect. I am 
drawn to them by forces beyond 
intellect and external success. I 
admire their character strengths, 
the values they hold, and how they 
put their values into action. When 
we consider the role of families, 
schools, and communities in the 
broadest sense, it is important 
to understand how each of these 
stakeholders helps kids develop 
character strengths during child-
hood and adolescence that deter-
mine the kind of adults they will 
become.
We are all human and make mis-
takes, but just like most things, 

developing good character takes 
time and practice that forms a 
good habit. Much like a bad hab-
it can be hard to break, a good 
habit can also be hard to break. 
We have the ability to turn a char-
acter weakness into a character 
strength. As mentioned in the 
beginning of this article, adults 
play a crucial role in the devel-
opment of character strengths in 

their children.  Kids pay attention 
to the  character of the adults in 
their life and tend to mimic that 
character. We must understand 
that character does count. We 
cannot live by the saying do as I 
say and not as I do. It is impera-
tive that we model for our children 
the type of good character that we 
want our own children to develop. 
Yes, character does matter!

CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon

All positions needed at Town & Country Animal Hospital, located next to Cinemagic Theater. 
Full-time and part-time with benefits available. Bring resumé and pick up application at the 
receptionist desk. 
Receptionist must have previous veterinary hospital experience with good communication 
skills. 
Licensed veterinary technicians for treatment/triage area, in-patient care, and exam rooms. 
Pet care attendants for general cleaning, bathing pets, and assisting the the treatment of 
healthy, sick and injured pets.

— HELP WANTED —
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DEB’S Delights

With cooler weather right 
around the corner and 
football games starting, I 

thought a good bowl of chili with 
cheese sounded good.  This recipe 
would be good for a crowd with 
sandwiches, cornbread, crackers 
or chips.

Ingredients
2 lbs. ground beef, 80% lean
2 cloves garlic, diced
8 oz. tomato sauce
2 tablespoons chili powder
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon ground oregano
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
15 oz. kidney beans,
    drained and rinsed
15 oz. pinto beans,
    drained and rinsed

Garnish Options
Shredded Cheddar
Sour Cream
Tortilla Chips or Fritos
Diced Green Onions

Cook and crumble the ground 
beef in a large pot over medium 
heat until browned.
Drain excess grease.  Add the 
garlic and tomato sauce, cook for 
1 minute.
Add  chili powder, cumin, oregano, 
salt,  and cayenne pepper.
Stir to combine. Decrease heat to 
low. Cover and let simmer for 1 
hour, stirring occasionally. Add the 
drained and rinsed beans. Simmer 
for 10 minutes.
Serve with desired garnishes and 
enjoy!

by Debra Johnson

The Pioneer Woman chili

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery



Living in  the country was a 
hard life, but one that was 
very satisfying. We controlled 

our destiny and didn’t depend 
on anyone else. The folks of our 
community were helpful at , but 
very little help was from outside 
the family. People would come 
together when a house or barn was 
needed. The local sawmill sawed 
the boards needed to construct a 
building. The tin for the roof and 
windows were about the only thing 
needed from a building business.
The house building was drawn out 
on a brown paper bag. I guess you 
could call the a brown print instead 
of a blue print. The bathroom was 
an outhouse and didn’t need 
any pipes or plumbing. Bathing 
was done in a big wash tub. In 
the summer, the bath water was 
warmed by the sun. In winter, we 
used our wood stove to heat our 
water. At night the house used 
oil lamps to light the house. Coal 
oil lamps improved over time and 
did a fair job. Aladdin company 
sold a lamp that would rival an 
incandescent light bulb. 
When electricity arrived in the 
valley in the 30’s, it changed the 
household way of life. Electric 
lights and refrigerators were the 
big improvements in our way of 
life. Papa always made sure an 
electric light fi xture contained a 
bulb. He thought the electricity 
would escape from the fi xture. The 
light bill charge was another cost 
we had to get used to.   I remember 
a 12 dollar a month electrical bill. 
We grew all our food and drank 
water from a well or spring. About 
all communities had a person 
who claim to locate under ground 
streams by using a forked peach 
tree limb. I have seen this work 
with my own eyes.  Mr. Christopher 
was about the best in Limestone 
County at fi nding a strong under 
ground stream.
He would walk around the property 

with his forked peach tree limb until 
water was located. The limb would 
bend from parallel to the ground 
to 45 degrees to point toward 
the earth.  Mr. Christopher would 
say “Dig here boys.”   Sometimes 
as the team of well diggers got 
down 10 or 12 feet they would 
fi nd a large boulder between them 
and the water. The big stone was 
broken up with an explosive. The 
average hand dug well reached 30 
to 40 feet into the earth. 
You could hear the workers yell 
out, “We have hit water and it’s 
a good stream.” The water table 
would get low in the summer, and 
the deeper the well the better. 
People liked digging a well in the 
dry months to allow a deeper hole 
for holding more water. The water 
running into the well was as cold 
as ice. Drinking water was the 
main drink of the day. Fresh cow 
milk came in a close second. 
Late summer and early fall we cut 
up fi re wood for the upcoming cold 
winter months. When the weather 
turned off really cold we had a hog 
killing day. The meat was salted 
and smoked to preserve it.  People 

pitched in and helped each other 
harvest their hogs. Fresh sausage 
was made using sage. I can still 
smell fresh sausage frying in the 
black cast iron pan. 
All the garden food was canned 
and stored away to get us through 
the winter. The only plant in our 
garden in the fall was greens 
and cabbage. We also picked 
up pecans from abundant  
homesteads. A pecan pie was a 
real treat after supper. 

We picked cotton in the fall and 
used the money to buy new clothes 
and shoes. Papa would say, “God 
will provide all the essentials for 
life.  But you got to do your part
to receive them.” He went on 
to say, “The birds of the air are 
taken care of,  but they can’t sit in
their nest . The birds stay busy all 
day looking for an opportunity to 
feed and drink.   Work hard, help 
others, and trust in God,  and your 
life will be much simpler.”

A simple lifestyle
UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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Motorcyclists from across 
the southeast will come 
together September 18, 

2021, for a scenic ride across 
north Alabama to honor Native 
American Indians that once 
traveled through the region. Now 
in its 28th year, the Trail of Tears 
Commemorative Motorcycle Ride 
travels from Bridgeport in the 
northeastern part of Alabama to 
the northwestern town of Waterloo, 
and along with the celebratory 
ride, there is a kick-off rally and 
a three-day Indian Festival for the 
public to take part in.

The Trail of Tears Commemorative 
Motorcycle Ride begins at the 
Alabama/Tennessee state line 
on U. S. Highway 72 in Bridgeport 
with riders departing at 8:00 
a.m. CST on Saturday, Sept. 18. 
The ride travels U. S. Highway 
72 West to I-565 West arriving 
at Redstone Harley-Davidson at 
approximately 10:30 a.m. for an 
offi cial ride rest and lunch stop. At 
12:00 p.m., riders will depart onto 
Mooresville Road to Highway 72 
and head west through Athens and 

Florence arriving in Waterloo at 
approximately 2:30 p.m.
A kick-off rally offering children’s 
activities, live music, a street dance, 
fi reworks show and other free 
family fun for the public to enjoy is 
scheduled in downtown Bridgeport 
on Friday, Sept. 17. Bikes will arrive 
from the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indian Reservation at 3:00 p.m. 
and the offi cial opening ceremony 
gets underway at 5:00 p.m. Bands 
scheduled to perform are Legacy 
Classic Rock Band (6:00 p.m.) and 
Scott Collier and Midnight Special 
(8:30 p.m.).

The town of Waterloo will host 
a free Indian Festival Sept. 17-
19 in remembrance of all those 
who walked the Trail of Tears. 
Presented by the Alabama Indian 
Affairs Commission, the three-day 
event offers live music on Friday 
and Saturday nights, fl ute and 
drum music and displays from 
Native American artisans and 
vendors. A River Walk Dedication 
Ceremony is scheduled for 
Saturday, Sept. 18 at 10:00 a.m. 
to honor those who experienced 

the forced journey with the grand 
entry slated for 1:00 p.m. and 
bikes arriving around 2:30 p.m. 
The ride is held rain or shine. 
Guests are expected to follow 
current CDC guidelines, including, 
but not limited to, maintaining a 
social distance of at least six feet 
from people who are not from 
the same household, washing or 
sanitizing hands frequently and 
wearing a mask when physical 
distancing is not possible. For 
more information including a 
map of the route and a schedule 
of events, visit http://al-tn-
trailoftears.net/rideschedule.
php or https://www.facebook.
com/Trailoftearsmotorcycle.
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 
called for the voluntary or forcible 
removal of all Indians from the 
eastern United States to the 

state of Oklahoma. In 1838, 
the U.S. government hired wagon
master J.C.S. Hood to transport 
1,070 Native Americans by foot 
and wagon from Ross’s Landing in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee to what
is now Waterloo, Alabama. Much 
of the journey followed what is
now U.S. Highway 72. Many Native 
Americans died in Waterloo and
others escaped into the hills and 
today, area residents can trace 
their Native American ancestry 
to those who fl ed. As many as 
4,000 deaths occurred because
of this forced removal of civilized
Native Americans from their 
rightful homes. In recognition
of this removal process, the 
fi rst Trail of Tears Motorcycle 
Ride was organized in 1994 
with approximately 100 riders 
participating.

Motorcycle Ride Celebrating Native 
American Heritage to Travel Through 

North Alabama September 18
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They were some of the most 
desirable hardtop models of the 
1950s, with brawny styling and a 
distinctively fashioned side trim in 
the shape of a knife that separated 
the exterior’s front and rear with 
a striking two-tone color scheme. 
If ever a car stood out among 
the masses with an identifying 
appeal, the 1955 Oldsmobile was 
it.Based upon the re-engineered 
body platform that was introduced 
in 1955 and lasted through the 
1956 model run, these cars were 
hugely successful for Oldsmobile.
The main exterior difference 
among them was the front grille 
and bumper assembly, most 
notably the side molding design 
that changed from year to year.
There were several different trim 
levels and body styles between 
the 88 and 98 series, with 
approximately 38,363 two-door 
hardtops built in the more upscale 

98 series alone for the 1955 model 
year. In keeping with Oldsmobile’s 
tradition that started with the 98 
series of 1949, all hardtop models 
were called Holidays. Model year 
1955 was also the fi rst year for 
General Motors’ four-door hardtop 
style, with Buick introducing its 

handsome Riviera just two days 
before Oldsmobile introduced its 
four-door hardtop.
Aside from the better-appointed 
trim and upholstery, and a few 
other notable options like a 
deluxe steering wheel, electric 

clock, foam rubber seat cushions 
and stainless-steel wheel covers, 
the main difference between the 
two model lines was the length of
their wheelbases. The 88 models
had a 122-inch wheelbase while
the more luxurious 98 series was
stretched to 126 inches.

1955 Oldsmobile 88

KUBOTA’S RTVS

7809 US HIGHWAY 31 SOUTH • TANNER, AL 35671
HHHHHHHHRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIPPPPPPPPOOOOOOOOWWWWWWWWEEEEEEEERRRRRRRR.COM

SPECIAL LOW 
RATE OFFERS 

GOING ON NOW!

RTV X900 RTV X1100C

RTV SIDEKICK RTV 520

Kubota’s heavy-duty, high performance RTV 
Series utility vehicles give you the power 
and durability to tackle the toughest tasks 
on any terrain. H&R Agri-Power has a great 
selection of mid to full-size utility vehicles.

plus WE ARE YOUR PARTS 
& SERVICE EXPERTS!
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH  by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning Service 

Worship time 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered 

on Facebook Live.  

Wednesday Night classes 

6:30 p.m. for all ages.

This month is the twenty-
year anniversary of when 
this country was rocked by 

a series of terrorist attacks. I’m 
sure all of you can remember 
where you were, what you were 
doing, and who you were with 
during the events that morning. 
Four planes crashed that day: 
two at the World Trade Center, 
one at the Pentagon, and one in 
the fi eld in Pennsylvania. Nearly 
3,000 people lost their lives that 
day. For the following days, weeks, 
and months, it seemed like time 
stood still. Nothing else in the 
world mattered. We were attacked 
on our own soil. Something that 
hadn’t happened since Pearl 
Harbor in World War 2. I’ve never 
seen this country more united than 
I did after September 11, 2001. 
Flags hung from every house and 
in every window. Bumper stickers 
saying, “United We Stand” could 
be found on nearly every car. We 
were united in our love, our loss, 
and our grief. This month, we 
remember the 3,000 lives that 
turned our world upside down. 

However, there was one life that 
changed our world forever. I often 
think of the men and women who 
stood at the foot of the cross. 
Did they remember the cross like 
we remember 9/11? I’m sure 
that if you asked Peter, he knew 
exactly where he was, what he 

was doing, and who he was with 
when Jesus was hanging on the 
cross. I’m sure in the days, weeks, 
and months that followed, the 
men and women who believed in 
Christ were rattled to the core! 
Three thousand lives changed 
this country, but one life changed 
this world! Paul tells Timothy to 
“remember that Jesus Christ…was 
raised from the dead according to 
my gospel” (2 Tim. 2:8). Remember 
the perfect life that was taken. 
Remember the perfect life that He 
lived. Remember the sayings and 
teachings that the greatest teacher 
gave. Remember the miracles and 
works He did in His Father’s name. 
Remember why He was hung on 
the cross. Even Jesus, as He took 
the bread and fruit of the vine said, 
“Do this in remembrance of Me” 
(Luke 22:19).
 We love memorials in this country. 
There is a memorial for almost 
everything: past presidents, past 
generals, fallen soldiers, unknown 
soldiers, wars, 9/11, etc. All of 
those memorials help draw our 

attention to the great things 
certain men and women have done 
or the lives that were tragically 
lost in war. However, there is 
one memorial that supersedes 
all others: the memorial of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Once a year we 
remember September 11th, but 

once a week we remember the 
death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (1 Cor 11:17-34; Acts 
20:7). Remember the great things 
He has done for us. Remember 

the great home He has prepared 
for us. Let us stand united in 
Christ, remembering the life that 
He gave.

Remembering the Fallen



HORSE SENSE

We continue the Pressure 
and Release teachings 
in this article. In the last 

article we wrote about asking the 
horses’ hind quarters to move 
using rhythmic pressure. We will 
continue, in this article, using 
rhythmic pressure asking the front 
end to move away from you. As 
you begin to ask you will want the 
front end to move away from you 
without the hindquarters moving. 
The front end moving away with 
the hindquarters staying put 
within a hoola –hoop circle.
You will begin, again, using your 
communication stick and string, 
holding the string in your hand with 
the stick. You begin by standing at 
the point of the shoulder which we 
call the drive line. Anything in front 
of the drive line should cause the 
horse to move away or back up. 
Adding pressure behind the drive 
line should cause the horse to 
move forward, go sideways or 
move the hindquarters away.
So, you stand at the point of the 
shoulder, you will begin in this 
manner. You will suggest the 
horse move its front quarters 
away, you will ask the horse, you 
will tell the horse and fi nally you 
will promise the horse, it’s going 
to move. Always begin at suggest. 
Suggest, Ask, Tell, Promise…
Take your time when performing 
these communication tasks. 
Remember you are teaching, not 
making. You will always begin at 
suggest. 
Here is the physical part 
performed. Standing at the point 
of the shoulder, about two to three 
feet away, holding your stick and 
string in a downward position 
bring your body to a tall position to 
push your energy toward the front 
of the horse, this is Suggesting…. 
Give the horse four seconds.. next 
the Ask-you will raise you stick 
parallel with the horses’ neck—
hold it there four seconds. If horse 
doesn’t move away begin rotating 
your stick in circles, this is the 

telling, not fast but rhythmic. If 
horse doesn’t move you will push 
stick closer to horses’ nose and 
will begin to bump the horses’ 
nose; this is the Promise. 
Remember, when the horse 
moves during any of these steps, 
you will stop immediately. Always 
begin in the beginning. Begin as 
light as possible and go to as fi rm 
as necessary. But give the horse 
the benefi t of the doubt. Watch to 
see if the horse is trying to fi gure 
out what it is you are asking of 
it. Remember, you are teaching-
teaching-teaching. The horse 
won’t try to do the wrong thing it 
will do things to try to fi gure out 
what it is we are asking. We have 
to continue until the horse makes 
a move in the right direction.
Keep in mind, performing this 
task, moving the front end, will 
help to set you up as the lead 
horse. If you are working with the 
ALPHA horse, moving the front end 
may be a bit diffi cult as the ALPHA 
horse is usually the one moving 
others horses’ front quarters.
As always, if you have questions 
about any of these maneuvers 
you may call me at 256-874-6781 
to make an appointment to come 
observe what it is I’m speaking 
of and to get more precise 
information. It’s very hard to put it 
in words the specifi cs of each task. 

Next Pressure and Release 
article will be the backing up 
from Rhythmic Pressure and the 
benefi t of it. It’s a CONCEPT not a 
technique.

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through

Communication
256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ Podcast
www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia/
Owner K-I-N Stables

Horse Boarding Facility

Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one or groups

Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician

Writer for:
The Valley Star;

The Star newspapers
Personal page:

www.facebook.com/jimswanner.9
Professional page:

www.faceboook.com/
JimSwanner

www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia

www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.kinstables

#7 Rhythmic Pressure continued
 by Jim Swanner

Page 16                                                                            THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                     September 10, 2021



September 10, 2021                                                   THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                                  Page 17

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.

 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-7:00PM

Our weekend hours have changed
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

SUNDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
256-232-3811
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The 30th Annual Athens State 
University Alumni Golf Classic 
is scheduled for Thursday, 

September 23 at Canebrake Club 
in Athens. Check-in will begin 
at 10:30 am and lunch will be 
provided. The event’s shotgun 
start will occur at 11:30 am, with 
dinner from Greenbrier and the 
awarding of prizes to follow the 
tournament at the clubhouse.
Skill prizes will be awarded for 
Championship Flight, First Flight, 
Longest Drive (Men/Women), 
and Closest to the Hole (Men/
Women). Additional raffl e prizes 
include a one-night stay at Ross 
Bridge in Birmingham, jewelry 
from Osborne’s Jewelers and 
Jimmy Smith Jewelers, a one-
hour photography session with 
Wandering View Photography, a 
one-hour axe throwing session for 

two people at Civil Axe Throwing, 
and several foursomes from local 
golf courses. Raffl e tickets can 
be purchased in increments of 5 
chances for $20.00, 10 chances 
for $35.00, or 25 chances for 
$50.00.
Individuals or businesses can 
sponsor a hole or half-hole starting 

at $600.00. The cost includes 
promotional consideration on the 
golf course and Athens State’s 
website. Team registration fees 
are $800.00, and each player will 
receive a $50.00 Canebrake Pro 
Shop gift certifi cate, shared cart, 
lunch, dinner, greens fees, course 
refreshments, two mulligans, 

one power drive, and hospitality
gifts. All proceeds from the
Classic fund scholarships, with
more than $35,000 raised las
year. Scholarships were awarded
to 16 Athens State students during
the 2020-2021 school year
All students honored by these
scholarships volunteer their time
to represent Athens State at the
tournament and other events on
campus throughout the year.
Team registration will close
September 20. Those interested in
participating in this year’s tourney
can register at www.athens.edu/
alumni/golfclassic or contact the
Athens State Offi ce of University
Advancement at alumni@athens
edu or 256-233-8185 for more
information. In the event of rain
the Golf Classic will be held
on September 30.

30th Annual ASU Alumni Golf 
Classic set for September 23



CALENDARCALENDAR
Sep 10, 2021 -- Golden Eagles 
Pep Rally on the Square around 
the Limestone County Courthouse 
(150 South Marion Street in Athens) 
starting at 3:15PM. The public is 
invited to come cheer the Eagles 
and enjoy the pep rally. Athens 
City Schools will dismiss early: 
All Pre-K: 1:45PM; Renaissance: 
2:00PM; Elementary: 2:15PM: 
Intermediate: 2:30PM; Middle: 
2:40PM; and High School: 
2:30PM.

Sep 10-12, 2021 -- TNHSRA High 
School Rodeo at the Limestone 
Co Sheriff’s Arena  (10832 Buck 
Island Road in Athens; on right just 
past the Elm Street Intersection). 
Come watch the fi nest young talent 
east of the Mississippi starting 
Friday, Night Sep 10 at 7:30PM 
with the TNHSRA Fundraiser 
Barrel Races.  Grab your cowboy 
hat and get read for the main 
event on Saturday, Sep 11 at 
7:00PM with Saddle Bronc, Barrel 
Racing, Tie Down Roping, Pole 
Bending, Bull Riding and more. 
Catch the matinee performance 
on Sunday, Sep 12 at 10:00AM.  
Tickets: $10.00; Veterans and 
Kids under 5 are Free.  For more 

information: 256-509-0192 or 
www.tnhsra.com

Sep 11, 2021 -- Superhero Fun 
Day and Family Expo in Big Spring 
Memorial Park (100 North Beaty 
Street in Athens) with Eli’s Block 
Party from 10:00AM-4:00PM.  
Don your favorite superhero 
outfi t, t-shirt or make-up your 
own for this special day to raise 
awareness of childhood cancer.  
Activities, vendors, fun run, music 
and more are packed into the day.  
elisblockparty.org

Sep 11 & 18, 2021 -- Mosaic 
Table Class at High Cotton Arts 
(103 West Washington Street in 
Athens) from 10:00AM-1:00PM 
each day with Denise Maurer. 
Students will make a colorful 18-
inch diameter table.  Class fee: 
$75.00.   For more information 
contact:  Denise Maurer at 256-
334-0517.  Reserve your spot at 
Square.site

Sep 11, 2021 – Swamp John’s 
Dinner Fundraiser with Owens 
Fire Department at (18111 AL-99 
in Athens on the right past the Elm 
Street intersection) from 4:00PM-
7:00PM featuring plates of catfi sh 
fi let, chicken tenders, shrimp, or 

combinations plus french fries, 
slaw, hush puppies for $13.00.  
Bounce house for the kids.

Sep 16, 2021 -- Let’s Talk About 
Heaven Lecture Series at Calhoun 
Community College Health 
Science Building (6250 U.S. 
Highway 31N in Tanner) starting 
at 7:00PM in Room 105. Steve 
Klein and Jeff May, authors of the 
book “HEAVEN: O For a Home with 
God,” will be discussing wonderful 
truths about heaven found in the 
Bible. Additional days for this 
series are August 23rd, and 30th.

Sep 17, 2021 -- Sporting Clay 
Tournament with Greater 
Limestone County Chamber of 
Commerce at Old South Clays 
(27246 Wooley Springs Road 
in Athens) starting at 8:00AM. 
Registration open at 7:30AM.  
Make a day of team building or 
bring your buddies for bragging 
rights for a day of clay shooting 
suitable for all skill levels. 
Lunch and Awards afterward. 
Door prizes and raffl es. 4-Man 
teams: $550.00.  Registration 
deadline: Aug 27, 2021.  For more 
information: 256-232-2600

Sep 18, 2021 -- 17th Annual 
Duck & Run 5K start and fi nish 
in Big Spring Memorial Park (125
East Street in Athens) starting 
at 7:00AM. Join Keep Athens-
Limestone Beautiful for this 
annual fundraiser run through
scenic Athens. Proceeds benefi t
Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful. 
Early registration $25 through
Sept 11, 2021.  Late/Race Day 
registration starting at 5:45AM 
is $30.  For more information 
or registration: raceroster.com/
events/2021/48662/duck-and-
run-5k

Sep 23, 2021 -- 2021 Alumni 
Golf Classic with the Athens State 
University Alumni Association at 
Canebrake Club (23015 Founders 
Circle in Athens) from 10:00AM-
6:00PM benefi ting student 
scholarships. The 4-person
scramble with Mulligan and Power-
drive options available.  10:00AM-
Lunch & Check-in; 11:00AM-
Shotgun Start; and 5:00PM 
(approximately) Dinner and Prizes.
Rain date: TBA  4-person Team: 
$800.00; Individual: $200.00. For 
more information or to register: 
athens.edu
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September

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Neysa Leicher
Realtor®

256-777-6850

Yesenia Armenta-Martinez
Realtor®

256-614-4587

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Melissa Brinkley
Realtor®

256-288-7518

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Shannon Elliott
Realtor®

256-777-3311

PRODUCERS

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Jenille Woodruff 
Realtor®

256-777+8881

Cathy Lamb
Realtor®

256-777+7502

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

The Phillips Team
Paula Phillips Realtor® 

256-777-4916
BreAnna Kuykendall Realtor®

256-777-1841
James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-656-2370
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

101 Sunset Drive - Athens - $205,200
MLS#1788771 - Melissa Brinkley, 256-288-7518

Well Maintained Brick Home on a Corner Lot. Within miles of downtown Athens. Convenient 
to shopping, schools, and restaurants. This great home off er 3BR/1BA, spacious family room 
(great for entertaining) fi replace w/ gas logs, eat in kitchen, LR w/ hardwood, carpet in 2 Br’s, 
detached storage building, attached carport, and additional parking space. Move in Ready. Roof 
replaced in the last 3 years.

15559 Huntsville Brownsferry Road - Tanner - $425,00
MLS#1789942 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

COMING SOON!!
NEW AND READY TO MOVE-IN. This home off ers 3BR on the main fl oor with a bonus/4th 
bedroom upstairs. The main fl oor has 2.5 baths and a full bath upstairs. The ceilings are full of 
details like a coff ered ceiling in the dining room, tray in the living & master bedroom, and a vault 
in the master bath. Other features include wood fl oors throughout, fi replace in living, extensive 
crown molding, ss appliance, granite countertops, tile master shower, nice covered patio, and 
a side entry garage.

703 S. Clinton Street - Athens - $599,000
MLS#1785071, Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Incredible Home. This home is so spacious with large rooms and so many cabinets. Close enough 
to Downtown Athens that you could walk. Beautiful wood beams on ceiling in family room with gas 
logs. Extra large kitchen and laundry with cherry cabinets. The kitchen has double oven and granite 
counter tops. 3 Bedrooms upstairs and 2 downstairs, one being the master bedroom. The bathrooms 
in this house are very large. 9 FT Ceilings with lots of storage and several built ins. The home off ers 
a greenhouse and in-ground pool with building over it . The yard has large shade trees and lots of 
patio space.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

12572 Lucas Ferry Road - Tanner - $400,000
MLS#1787819 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautiful country home built in 2007. Hand scraped oak hardwood fl ooring throughout with tile in 
the wet areas. 9’ ceilings and crown molding. The master is isolated with walk in closet and glamour 
bath. Laundry room also serves as a storm room. Double sided fi replace in Living room and sun room. 
Large dining room for family gatherings. Double detached garage plus 30x60 detached building, 
insulated with half bath. Great for home business. Situated on 2.8 acres.CONTINGENT!

CONTINGENT!

22703 Winged Foot Drive
Athens - $850,000

MLS#1782315
James Phillips - 256-656-2370

Beautiful, custom home located on the Canebrake Golf Course. Closet space galore. 
Amazing views from all living areas, soaring ceilings, hardwood fl oors, and a charming 
kitchen are just some of the many features. The basement has a media room, a rec room 
with a wet bar, and a bedroom/bath. A golf cart garage in basement. On the main fl oor, 
there is a huge master bedroom with French doors to the a screened porch. A glam bath 
with lots of space adjoins the master bedroom. Tall windows that seem to reach to the sky 
adorn the living room. Upstairs, a loft where you can enjoy the view from the extra large 
windows awaits, There is also a completely fi nished bonus room, a bedroom and a bath.

7721 Blue Springs Drive
Clements - $389,000

MLS#1782442
James Phillips - 256-656-2370

This lovely interior townhome is move in ready. Spacious rooms with open living, 
dining and kitchen. Pristine white cabinets with large island and quartz countertops. 
Master is located on main level with soaker tub, separate tile shower, custom walk in 
closet and double vanity. Laminate wood fl ooring and tile throughout (NO CARPET). 
Upstairs off ers two bedrooms with large den and full bath. With a cozy front porch, 
rear courtyard and double carport, you can make this your new home.

WATERFRONT!

WATERFRONT!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

12106 Hwy. 31 - Tanner - $165,000
MLS#1774353 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Property currently used as rental property. Needs some updates. Property sold “AS IS”

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!

Blue Springs Drive - $35,000
MLS#1157501 - Clements

Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300

227 County Road 527 - $175,000
MLS#1786507 - Anderson
James Phillips, 656-2370

Cox Road - $81,000
MLS#1786471 - Clements

Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Blue Springs Drive - $35,000
MLS#1157502 - Clements

Ginna Chittam, 267-777-3300
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