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FREE

Zombie Paintball Thrill Ride

There is something fun and 
family friendly coming this 
Halloween Season to our 

area…. Zombie Paintball Thrill 
Ride at Grace Hill Farms.  
The Zombie Apocalypse has 
arrived and Grace Hill Farms 
needs your help! Help us save our 
family and farm by joining in the 
zombie hunt.  In this interactive 
thrill ride, we will take you deep 
into the zombie infested woods 
and test your survival skills.  Climb 
onto one of our Zombie Assault 
Vehicles (ZAVs) equipped with 
a customized mounted weapon 
loaded with glow-in-the dark 
zombie killing serum.  Your ZAV 

team will go deep into the woods 
where the zombies have overrun 
our farm.  Humanity is counting 
on you!  Shoot fast, shoot true and 
eliminate the zombies!
This fun for all-ages family-
friendly ride is about 25 minutes 
in length with black-lights, glowing 
paintballs and a heart-thumping 
sound system.  This one-of-a-
kind intense ride will have your 
adrenaline rushing!  Gates open at 
6:30 p.m. and the last ride leaves 
at  10:30 p.m.  Hurry to 22611 
Grace Hill Lane Athens, AL to join 
the fun! Tickets are available online 
now! We highly suggest you buy 
your tickets online because we only 
have so many tickets we can sell per 

night; buying online will guarantee 
you have a ticket for the night. 
Tickets are only good for the date 
that you purchased them. Ticket 
bundling is an option- you’ll save $!    
The zombies are here!  Stand with 
Grace Hill Farms and fi ght!
Please follow our Facebook page 
at “Zombie Paintball - Grace Hill 
Farms” for the most up to date 
information regarding weather 
and Covid19 updates.  We will 
be following state mandates 
regarding Covid19 so please 
remember to bring your mask. 
We open Oct. 2nd and run every 
Friday and Saturday until Nov. 7th.
Grace Hill Farms is located about 

9 miles west of the Athens city 
limits.   Zombie Paintball Trill Ride
cost is $25 which includes 100 
paintball and everything you will 
need to hunt zombies.
Before you head off into the 
woods, hone your skills at the 
Shooting Gallery. We’ve created a 
tactical training center where you 
can fi ne tune your aim. We will also
have a movie of the night playing 
while you wait. Come hungry the 
concession stand will be open!
For more information, rules, Q& A 
and to buy tickets please see our 
website https://gracehillfarmsal.
com/zombie-paintball/

More pictures on page 18.
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By Sonny Turner
Staff Writer

In 1959, General Motors came 
out with a fourth generation 
Chevrolet Bel Air.

I know all about it because in the 
early 1960’s my family owned a 
1959. It was white with a red interi-
or, and we loved it.
Back then, for the second time in as 
many years, Chevrolet again came 
up with a totally new car. From the 
front or rear the 1959 Chevrolets 
resembled nothing else on the 
road. From the headlights, placed 
as low as the law would permit, to 
the cat’s-eye tail lights, the 1959 
Chevrolet was a brand new car with 
all new sheet metal, a new frame, 
and even new series names.

The most visual new change was 
the fl at, wing-shaped tailfi ns. This 
made Chevrolet the longest car in 
the low-priced range, whereas two 
years before it had been the short-
est. In addition, the car was three 
inches wider outside and had fi ve 
inches more width inside than it did 
in 1958, through the reduction of 
door thickness. The “X” frame from 
1958 was continued, but enlarged 
and strengthened to support the 
new body.

Our 1959 car had a 283 V8 en-
gine. I think we paid something 
like $350 for it in 1964. It was pur-
chased from the late George Smith 
who owned a small car lot at his 
home off Highway 127 just north of 
Athens.
Little change was made for 1960, 
and we had one of them, too, a 
bright blue one. The new models 
were refi nements of the 1959 style 
with a much more restrained front 
end, the return of the double cone 

tail lights of 1958 rather than the 
startling “cat’s eyes” of 1959. Un-
der the hood, things remained con-
stant. Fuel injection was no longer 
available, but with the 348 cubic 
inch engine, a horsepower rat-
ing of 335 at 5800 rpm was now 
achieved.

The 1959 Chevy Bel-Air
We’ll never forget those wing-shaped tailfi ns



September 11, 2020                                                           THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                              Page 3

By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

Being in the outdoors fre-
quently, I try to see how  
living things in nature con-

tribute to the environment they 
live in. The wasp is feared by most 
people, but I never destroy a wasp 
nest. They contribute to removing 
unwanted insects like grubs, 
caterpillars, and weevils from your 
garden. Yes, you have to respect 
their nest area, but they in return 
do a gardener a lot of service. 
Wasps, also like bees, pollinate 
plants.
Another one of my favorite insects 

to fi nd in the garden is the Praying 
Mantis. This is a bad boy insect 
with a health appetite for moths, 
mosquitoes, roaches, fl ies and 
aphids. I saw a video of a praying 
mantis eating a man killer hornet. 
The mantis is an important insect 
in the chain for getting rid of un-
wanted pests.
Lady bugs play a big role by help-
ing farmers rid their crops of un-
wanted aphids. The lady bugs also 
help control potato bugs. 
Birds help keep insects under 
control in our garden and yards. 
Nature has a way of keeping the 
balance in the environments. Be 

on the look out for army worms. 
This aggressive pack of grubs will  
eat a yard up in a couple of days. 
The early fall is when they usually 
show up. There are sprays need-

ed to control them. Local county 
agents can provide great advice 
on dealing with them. Good Gar-
dening. 

Friends in your garden

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by 
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years 
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

1023 Old Monrovia Rd. NW • Huntsville, AL 35806 

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103 

Fax | 256�585�6474 

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

Praying Mantis a friend to a gardener.

This is a nest of paper wasps. They are very aggressive, so 
stay clear, they pack a power punch.
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By Phillip Jarmon

Consistency is one of the 
most important and essen-
tial concepts when it comes 

to effective parenting. In terms 
of parenting, consistency may be 
tied to how you connect with your 
child emotionally or how your fam-
ily operates with getting things 
done. On the emotional side, con-
sistency means purposely choos-
ing how you are going to engage 
with or respond to your child, and 
not varying with that choice over 
time. Choosing to consistently not 
yell and consistently calm yourself 
down before you respond to your 
child is one of the greatest gifts 
you can give your kid. Consistency 
in terms of structure and routine 
provides the limits and boundar-
ies for children that help them to 
organize and integrate informa-
tion into their brain and gain an 
understanding of how the world 
works. 
Not only being consistent with 
your expectations but being con-
sistent in your tone and body lan-
guage toward children.  I like to 
say, “Be like what you want your 
kids to be.”  Inconsistency can 
be confusing for children. If one 

day mom yells about something 
a child does, but the next day she 
tolerates it, the child learns that 
adult responses are not predict-
able. This can cause several char-
acteristics to develop in children, 
such as aggression and hostility, 
or complacency and passivity. As 
the child learns to deal with un-
predictability, anxiety is produced. 
If children have to develop a large 
capacity to cope with anxiety at 
a young age, it can overwhelm 
their defenses, and cause them to 
solve problems with undesired or 
inappropriate behavior.
Parenting is exhausting, frustrat-
ing and a lot of the time, we are just 

trying to get through the day. You 
may get very frustrated that your 
child won’t clean her room, but af-
ter asking her multiple times, you 
get fed up and do it yourself.  We 

are all human and will make mis-
takes, but making an effort to be 
consistent is essential to raising 
confi dent, secure children. Choos-
ing expediency over consistency
has an effect on your child’s be-
havior and character. Being con-
sistent is time-consuming and re-
quires thought and patience, but 
it is an investment in your child’s 
development and will make your 
relationship stronger as your child
grows.
Consistency is important in par-
enting children.  It may take extra
work on your end, but in the long 
run, the child will learn the value 
of being consistent in education
and life.  Just remember “Be Like 
What You Want Your Kids To Be.”

CHARACTER COUNTS by Phillip Jarmon

Consistency in Parenting-
How important is consistency?

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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By Debra Johnson

My enthusiasm for garden-
ing right now is dwindling.  
The weather is feeling 

more like fall, and I am looking 
forward to enjoying relaxing a lit-
tle bit.  However, I did muster up 
enough energy to put out a few fall 
plants. I recently planted broccoli, 
cabbage, and  lettuce.  We already 
had planted some late tomatoes, 
and they are beginning to produce 
some green tomatoes.  So, I look 
forward to still having some fresh 
tomatoes this fall.
The broccoli and lettuce that we 
planted earlier this year was so 
good, that I decided to try my luck 
at raising a few this fall.  They 
should have enough time to make 
before the fi rst frost, unless we 
have an early fall.  You can never 
predict the weather.
For you people that like turnip 

greens, it is time to get them in 
the ground.  We are going to have 
to disc up the old garden area 
that is now covered in weeds and 
make a place for the turnip patch.   
The seeds are so small that we 
usually mix some sand in when 
we sew them to keep them from 
blowing away.  I have heard that 
is you sew some radish seeds in 
with the turnip seeds, it will keep 
the bugs away.
Yes, this will wrap the gardening 
up for this year.  We also recent-
ly dug up our sweet potatoes and 
made a pretty good crop.  We have 
them stored away for the winter.
The white potatoes and sweet po-
tatoes will usually last all winter 
and even have some left in the 
spring that sprout so we can plant 
for next year.  It is a lot of work, but 
we sure enjoy eating fresh food 
from the garden.  I think with peo-

ple shut in this spring and sum-
mer, more people tried their hand 
at gardening.  It may be some-
thing that will continue because 

it is a pleasure to grow your own 
food, not to mention being healthy 
for you.

Garden excitement dwindling
T

H
E

We will soon have fall tomatoes.

 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-7:00PM

Our weekend hours have changed
SATURDAY 7:30AM-2:00PM

SUNDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
256-232-3811

Planting lettuce plants for the fall.

Page 6                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                        September 11, 2020



September 11, 2020                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                        Page 7

ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

2020 Alaska Cast and Blast despite Covid-19

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

By Chuck Vessels
Guest Writer

Well, this year has been 
challenging for the 
whole world dealing with 

a pandemic.  For outfi tters and 
guides in the hunting and fi shing 
industry it has been especially 
hard as seasons have been 
cancelled and borders closed.
We were scheduled for a Black 
Bear hunt on Vancouver Island 
with Jim Shockey in British 
Columbia, Canada in May and 
the border was closed (still is), 
then we had a Brown Bear hunt 
on Admiralty Island in Alaska in 
June.  Alaska cancelled the entire 
season.  Now we are scheduled 
for a Mountain Caribou hunt in the 
Yukon with Jim Shockey in October 
but we are expecting the border to 
remain closed.
At the last minute (two weeks ago) 

Steve West from Steve’s Outdoor 
Adventures called me and said 
they had a boat-based fi shing 
and hunting trip off of Kodiak 
Island and the Kenai Peninsula of 
Alaska.  That if you had a 72-hour 
negative Covid-19 test you could 
fl y to Anchorage and be allowed in 
without a 14-day quarantine.  So, 
after scrambling to get tested the 
trip was set.
After several fl ights ending with 
a fl oat plane from Kodiak Island 
off-shore to the boat, we started 
fi shing the salmon runs on the 
island.  We caught more Salmon 
than you can imagine.  The nature 
shows don’t do justice to the 
amazing scenery and wildlife of 
this annual event.  We then made 
our way to the Kenai Peninsula 
while fi shing for Halibut, Lingcod, 
Black Rockfi sh, Yellow Eye Rock-
fi sh, and more.  We saw Humpback 
Whales, Fin Whales, and Killer 

Whales.  We saw more Seals and 
Bald Eagles than you can count.  
Finally, we began working the 
rivers and creeks of the Kenai as 
the Gulf of Alaska tide would come 
in and out exposing thousands 
of salmon for the Black Bears to 
feed on.  We saw plenty of bears 
including many sows and cubs and 
smaller boars.  The big old boars 
would stay high in the mountains 
during the day and eat berries 
then come down to the salmon at 
last light.
We had to leave early to get back 
to the boat’s base in Homer Alaska 

before a storm trapped us.  In the
picture you will see my black bear 
(after we got back to the boat)
taken at last light on the last day.
It green measured between six 
and half and seven feet and was
estimated a round 400 pounds.
So, it was last minute and a semi-
controlled travel circus but we
managed to get a hunt in despite
Covid-19.
Dove season is here and deer 
season is close.  Take a child or
fi rst time hunter with you.  Be safe 
and have fun!
 

Chuck Vessels and his last minute black bear.

Chuck Vessels, on the boat, on the way to Kenai Peninsula.



I remember going to school while 
in my senior year and all seniors 
were sent to the auditorium.  

Word soon spread we were 
there to listen to a speaker who 
could motivate and get us on the 
career path best suited  for each 
one.  Humpy said, “If this guy is 
so smart, why don’t he have a 
better paying job?” Humpy had a 
good point, but we sat there and 
listened to what the speaker had 
to say. He introduced himself as 
Claud Bobo. He went on to say he 
had spoken to over 200 seniors 
this year across the county. He 
said each person has got to apply 
themselves and work hard and 
save their money.
Mr. Bobo went on to ask,  “What 
is the fi rst thing people buy when 
they go to work and save a little 
money?” The overwhelming answer 
was a new car. This was in the mid 
60’s and the big three auto makers 
were rolling out some beautiful 
fast muscle cars.
We were all dating and a fi ne car 
improved your chances of going 
out with a fi ne lady.  Mr. Bobo said, 
“That’s a bad mistake, buying a car 
on time and paying a high interest 
rate over 6 percent. Instead, save 
up some money and fi nd you a 
good used car.” He said cars and 
trucks now days are good up to 
100,000 miles.   The main goal 
is to stay away from high interest 
rates when buy anything.
He went on to warn about a new 
means of credit in the near future 
called a personal credit card. This 

little plastic card can be issued to 
a person and used as cash money. 
The danger is spending beyond 
your means and at the end of the 
month when your debt is due, you 
don’t have the money to pay it 
off. If the debt goes into the next 
month then the interest payment 
is added. After a few months, you 
are so far in debt you will never 
catch up. 
After the fi nancial talk, he went 
on to the next subject of choosing 
a career. Some of you will go to 
college, and some with be drafted 
into the US Army. Those in college 
will get a deferment from the 
military. Young men were fl ocking 
to universities to avoid the military 
draft. Athens College, as it was 
called back then, had students 
registering  from Northern States 

and moving south. Many loved the 
South and never returned to the 
North.
There was a lot of building going 
on and a trade was a good choice 
if college was out of the question. 
Truck drivers got paid a good 
salary and you got to travel across 
the country and enjoy the open 
roads.
The police and fi re departments 
were always looking for good men 
to fi ll their openings. A veteran had 
an edge when it came to getting s 
job on Redstone Arsenal and the 
newly formed NASA.
This turned out to be a pretty 
productive day and it helped us 
choose some direction for our 

future. Many became farmers and 
did very well. Others went into
sales and traveled all over,  but
made a good living. 
What I took from Mr. Bobo that day
was - Put in a fair day’s work for a 
fair day’s pay.  Respect as many 
folks as possible and let your word 
be your bond.  If you say you’re 
going to do a task, see that it’s
done in a timely manner. A person
has got to be in charge of their
fi nancial destination and excuses 
only serve as speed bumps along 
the path of life.

They said he was a
motivational speaker

UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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The Guest Speaker
enlightened our options

for the future.
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Metal fruit bowl
trimmed with leaves

By Danny Johnson

I found a pile of 12 gage sheet 
metal outback in my junk pile the 
other day and decided to make a 

pedestal fruit bowl. The metal was 
fl at and had to be hammered into 
a concave shape in order to hold 
round fruit like apples and pears.  
By hewing out the end of an oak 
piece of wood, I was able to create 
my bowl shape. I cut the metal in 
a round pie shape. After laying 
the metal over my wood  template 
I began to hammer it into shape 
using a peen hammer. I introduced 
heat to the metal to allow the 12 
gauge to follow shape better. Soon 
I had the bowl hammered into my 
design.
3/8 square metal was twisted into 
a candy cane pattern to be used 
in building the frame and pedestal 
for supporting the bowl. Metal 
leaves always add to a piece of 
handy work, but require a lot of 
work. Thinning a piece of metal 
into a desired thickness to shape 
leaves takes a lot of blows with 
the hammer. Leaves can be very 
delicate or rustic. 
Polishing the metal removes 
any impurities and rust from the 
project. My fi nal process is to coat 
the bowl and pedestal with bees 
wax.  The wax will make the bowl 
water proof and retard rust.

A custom fruit bowl made from discarded metal.
Trimmed in hand sculptured metal leaves.

Note: Metal work can be a hazard and proper training and safety gear is a requirement.
When heat is used, a threat of burn is present. This requires proper training always.
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DEB’S Delights

Ingredients
1 unbaked deep dish pie shell
7 to 8 cups peeled
   and sliced apples
1/2 cup sugar
1/4 cup all-purpose fl our
1/4 tsp salt
Juice of 1/2  lemon

Topping
3/4 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup fl our
1 cup packed brown sugar
1/4 tsp salt 
1/2 cup quick oats
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1/2 cup jarred caramel topping

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a 
large bowl mix apple slices, sugar, 
fl our, salt, and lemon juice.  Stir 
and let sit while you make the 
topping.
In a separate bowl, combine the 

butter, fl our, brown sugar, and salt 
with a pastry blender until crumbly 
and lumpy.  Add the oats and the 
pecans and stir to completely 
combine.
Mound the apples in the pie crust, 
then sprinkle on the topping.  
Lightly cover the pie crust edges 
with aluminum foil and bake pie 
for 25 minutes.
Remove the foil and continue 
baking for another 25 to 30 
minutes until top is golden brown. 
Remove from oven and drizzle the 
caramel sauce all over the top.

by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613 
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building 

256-216-9055 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and 
Top Quality Flooring 

Come by The Floor Gallery

Caramel Apple Pie from the Pioneer Woman
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Vintage Pictures

Bertie Wakefi eld in her garden. Photo taken in the late 1940s.

Gideon Flanagan giving Buddy Evans and wife Bobbie
a buggy ride around the square.

Debbie Nalley with her dog, Tanny. Photo taken around 1958.

The Coffman family of Elkmont. Photo taken around 1911.
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Athens Mayor Ronnie Marks 
has proclaimed September 
as Gynecological Cancer 

Awareness Month in Athens.
This proclamation asks citizens 
to support a “State of Teal” 
since teal represents all 
gynecological cancers: ovarian, 
cervical, uterine/endometrial, 
vaginal and vulvar. One of the 
deadliest is ovarian cancer, 
known as the whispering disease 
because women often overlook 
the symptoms, such as trouble 
eating, feeling full quickly and 
bloating. The Laura Crandall 
Brown Foundation estimates 
22,000 women are diagnosed 
annually with ovarian cancer, and 
only 15 percent of those cases 
are diagnosed early. 
Mildred’s Angels, a local group 
that supports those fi ghting 
gynecological cancers, is selling 
black and teal awareness masks 
for $10. To order go to the 
Mildred’s Angels Facebook page.
This is the proclamation…
WHEREAS, the Laura Crandall 
Brown Foundation and its “A 
State of Teal” initiative brings 
awareness of all gynecological 
cancers - cervical, ovarian, 
uterine/endometrial, vaginal and 
vulvar - to people throughout the 
State of Alabama; and
WHEREAS, this foundation 
estimates one in 78 women will 

face ovarian cancer in their lifetime 
with more than 22,000 women 
diagnosed annually, and only 15 
percent of cases diagnosed early; 
and
WHEREAS, this foundation states 
less than half of the women 
diagnosed this year will be alive in 
fi ve years; and
WHEREAS, the good health 
and well-being of women in our 
state and the City of Athens 
are enhanced by increased 
awareness of GYN cancers and 
their symptoms and treatments; 
and
WHEREAS, it is also crucial that 
all women in  our state and the 
City of Athens take an active 

role in learning the symptoms 
and risk factors associated with 
GYN cancers, developing healthy 
habits, and undergoing regular 
medical examinations so that 
any occurrence of these diseases 
may be detected in their early and 
treatable stages; and
WHEREAS, we refl ect upon 
the memory of those lost to 
these diseases, the bravery of 
those currently battling these 
diagnoses, and the need for 
increased awareness, screening, 
and research so that the women 
of our state and the City of Athens 

might be spared from them in the 
future; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Athens
has a long history of supporting 
cancer awareness by participating 
annually in Relay for Life, and the
local group Mildred’s Angels – 
in their mother’s memory – has 
a mission to bring awareness 
about gynecological cancers and
to support those battling these 
diseases; 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, William R. 
“Ronnie” Marks, Mayor of the City 
of Athens, Alabama, do hereby
proclaim September 2020, as 
Gynecological Cancer Awareness 
Month in Athens and encourage 
all residents to work together to 
raise awareness of GYN cancers 
and to support a “State of Teal.”

Gynecologic Cancer
Awareness Month

The mask Mildred’s Angels is selling.

From left: Cherry Hammonds, American Cancer Society;
Angie Norwood, Mildred’s Angels, and Mayor Marks.
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7809 US HWY 31 S
TANNER, AL 35671
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THE

IS CALLING!
�Gas Powered

�Best-In-Class 
Acceleration
40 MPH Top Speed!

�Haul up to 1,000 lbs

� Tow up to 2,000 lbs

�2-Year, 1,000-Hour 
Warranty

RTV-XG850 SIDEKICK

LOW-RATE 
FINANCING DEALS!

WE ARE YOURplus PARTS & SERVICE 
EXPERTS!

LIMITED 

TIME

A new World Grand Champion 
will be named in Decatur, Ala. 
when the largest Racking 

Horse Show in the United States 
makes it way to the Celebration 
Arena September 18-26, 2020.
Now in its 49th year, the World 
Celebration offers over 180 classes 
for children, adults, amateurs and 
professionals during the nine-day 
competition. The public is invited 
to come out each night to witness 
some of the top equestrians from 
across the United States in action 
and experience the excitement of 
crowning a new grand champion.
For the safety and well-being 
of attendees, exhibitors and 
competitors, the Racking Horse 
Breeders Association of America 
will be implementing COVID-19 
precautionary measures.
These include practicing social 
distancing and keeping a distance 

of six feet from anyone not in 
your immediate family. Masks 
are required and everyone is 
encouraged to wash hands often, 
using the sanitizer provided at the 

stations.
Billed as a family fun event, the 
World Celebration offers a variety 
of activities in addition to the horse 

competition. Activities include
a horse sale, a barn decorating
contest and nightly consignment
sales. On Saturday night prior
to announcing the World Grand
Champion, children are invited to
participate in the stick horse class.
This event allows children to bring
their own stick horse for friendly
competition in the arena. The
world championship culminates
with the announcement of the
new World Grand Champion.

Shows are held nightly at 6
p.m. Nightly admission is $5
per person. The Morgan County
Celebration Arena is located at 67
Horse Center Road (off Highway
67 East) in Decatur.
For more information including
a schedule of events, visit
www.rackinghorse.com or call
256.353.7225.

Racking Horse Breeders World
Championship Event 
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

I was never someone who 
enjoyed running. There are 
some people who love to run for 

exercise and I am defi nitely not 
one of them. I love working out, 
weight lifting, and going on walks 
with my family, but running is not 
fun for me. Playing soccer growing 
up, I was the goalkeeper. It’s the 
position with the least amount 
of running, however I still had to 
run with the team. Long distance 
runs were the worst. The rest of 
the team could keep a pretty fast 
pace while I always struggled in 
the back. One day, on a fi ve mile 
run, I was falling behind. One of my 
best buddies noticed and quickly 
dropped back to run with me. We 
talked, cracked jokes, and when 
I felt like stopping, he would just 
say, “Almost there…keep going.” 
Just the simple reminder that 
someone was there running with 
me, kept me distracted and made 
the run seem easier and shorter. 
The Hebrew writer tells us life 
is like a race. We are running 
toward our fi nish line of Heaven. 
Unfortunately, sin has a way of 
slowing us down and distracting 
us from our goal. We feel like 
we are falling behind the group 
and we are getting slower and 
slower. Sometimes we just need 
a reminder that someone is with 

us. Matthew reminds us that 
Jesus, after He was baptized, 
was taken to the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. (Matthew 
4:1). I always thought that was 
interesting. Why would Jesus, of 
all people, purposely put Himself 
in a situation where He would be 
confronted by the devil? Aren’t we 
told to fl ee the devil? Run from 
evil? Steer clear of temptation? 
Then why would Jesus run toward 
him?
I believe it’s God’s way of showing 
us we are not alone. By going into 
the wilderness to purposefully 
be tempted by the devil, Jesus is 
showing us that we can overcome 
sin. We don’t need to grow weary, 
but we can face temptation head 
on…and win. It’s like my friend who 
dropped back and ran alongside 
me, but instead we have a Savior 
who came down from Heaven and 
lived alongside us. He has proven 
we can overcome this world. He 
has proven we are not alone. He 
has proven that if we follow Him 
and follow His example; we can 
win our race. 
Whatever sin you are struggling 
with today, you can overcome it. 
Whatever temptation is knocking 
on your door, know that Jesus is 
beside you. Keep running your 
race. Don’t grow weary. I know 

life is hard and we get tired along 
the way, but we have a Savior who 
has shown us the way. He has run 
straight into battle with the devil 
and won, proving we overcome 
temptation too. 
I hate running. I always fall behind 

and I’m really slow. Thankfully
Jesus is beside me on the race
of life telling me, “Almost there…
keep going.” He will help me
through. I don’t have to lose this
battle. Jesus will help me fi nish.

Almost there…keep going
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
Services 

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. “At risk” service where masks 

will be mandatory for people who feel more comfortable 

wearing masks or who have preexisting conditions and 

need to wear a mask for their safety. 

Sunday Morning 10:15 a.m.  Masks will be optional. 

Livestream service will be at 10:15 on Facebook Live. 

Sunday Night 5 p.m. Classes offered on Facebook Live.  

Studies on the “Big Picture of the Bible.” 

Wednesday Night 6:30 p.m.  Classes on “Back to the 

Bible” on Facebook Live.



HORSE SENSE

I’m sure all of us have chewed 
on some bubble gum and had a 
contest, whether with someone 

or with ourselves, to see how big we 
could blow a bubble. You can only 
blow so much air into the bubble 
before it pops. The pressure is too 
great for the bubble gum to hold. 
Then you have bubble gum on 
your face. We have all laughed at 
people who have done that, even 
ourselves.
Horses are kind of like the bubble 
gum bubble. If we add too much 
pressure they will explode, not 
literally, but mentally. You can only 
apply so much pressure to a horse 
before it’s too much. We have to 
be able to recognize this pressure 
point with a horse. When we add 
this pressure to a horse we must 
have a release valve for when the 
horse tries.
For instance; if you are asking your 
horse to move sideways to the left, 
don’t have any pressure on him on 
his left. He will get confused and if 
you increase pressure on the right 
and haven’t removed the pressure 
on the left your horse could get 
agitated and very confused. He’s 
not trying to do the wrong thing, 
he just doesn’t know what it is 
you’re asking for.
If the pressure is not on the left 
side and he moves to the left away 
from the pressure you are putting 
on his right, release the pressure 
so your horse understands if he 
goes away from the pressure the 
pressure will come off. Pressure 
and release, Pressure motivates, 
it’s the Release teaches.
This sounds so obvious, but you 
would be surprised how often we 
mess this up.
Want your horse to back up, 
add pressure to the front and 
no pressure from the back end. 
When you add pressure add it as 
light as you want your horse to be 
and increase the pressure and 

hold until your horse responds 
and release immediately. I’ve 
seen people surge the pressure 
on a horse; for example-yank and 
release-yank and release. Don’t 
be this person. Add softness to 
your hand.
Now, when your horse tries to do 
something you’re asking, stop 
there and get away from it. Go do 
something else. Or, do nothing at 
all. We have a saying “Don’t just do 
something….Stand there”.  If your 
horse is having a problem doing 
something or trying to fi gure out 
what it is you are asking, fi rst thing 
to do;  evaluate if you are asking in 
a way your horse understands; 
second thing, evaluate if your 
horse is ready to learn what you’re 
asking.
Like us, we had to learn to roll 
over before we could crawl, crawl 
before we could stand, stand 
before we could walk, walk before 
we could run—get the picture? 
Start where your horse needs you 
to start and progress from there. 
Don’t try to start ahead of where 
your horse is.

If you were a horse you wouldn’t 
want someone pulling on you or 
pushing on you and using too much 
pressure, yelling and yanking. So 
why do it to your horse? Help him 
to understand fi rst. You will be 
amazed at how much your horse 
will try for you.
So if your horse tells you that you So if your horse tells you that you 
are adding too much pressure, are adding too much pressure, 
what should you do? Back off, what should you do? Back off, 
stop, quit.stop, quit.

Remember this principle; pressure Remember this principle; pressure 
motivates, it’s the release that motivates, it’s the release that 
teaches. Speaking of pressure, teaches. Speaking of pressure, 
I cannot stress enough, start as I cannot stress enough, start as 
light as possible and go as fi rm as light as possible and go as fi rm as 
necessary.  Horses learn in phases necessary.  Horses learn in phases 
of pressure so don’t go light and of pressure so don’t go light and
then go directly to fi rm. Give your then go directly to fi rm. Give your 
horse some time to distinguish horse some time to distinguish 
one phase of pressure from the one phase of pressure from the 
other. Concentrate on holding other. Concentrate on holding 
each phase 3-4 seconds between each phase 3-4 seconds between 
pressure phases (4 phases) and pressure phases (4 phases) and
hold the last one until the horse hold the last one until the horse
tries to do what you are asking the tries to do what you are asking the 
release immediately.release immediately.
This is a big subject and a lot more This is a big subject and a lot more
information but too much to put in information but too much to put in 
an article. It would take a while to an article. It would take a while to
teach it to humans. The best way teach it to humans. The best way 
is hands on. For you to begin to is hands on. For you to begin to 
understand these principles and understand these principles and
concepts of pressure and release concepts of pressure and release
and how to apply it to teach your and how to apply it to teach your 
horse to be more responsive to horse to be more responsive to 
your pressure cues contact us your pressure cues contact us 
256-874-6781. Call or text.256-874-6781. Call or text.

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.comwww.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses throughEnjoying Horses through

CommunicationCommunication
256.874.6781256.874.6781

Horses and Bazooka Joe
 by Jim Swanner
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We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320



CALENDARCALENDAR
Sept 12, 2020 -- Veterans Post 
Free Veterans’ Breakfast at the 
Amvets Post 21 (22769 Black Road 
in Athens) for a pancake or egg 
breakfast with the trimmings from 
7:00AM-9:30AM. Non-Veterans 
$6.00. All are welcome.  For more 
information: 256-444-2793 or www.
AmVetsAL21.com
Sept 12, 2020 -- 9/11 Heroes 
Run - Athens has transitioned to a 
virtual race.  Lace up your running 
shoes for Alabama’s only Travis 
Manion Foundation 9/11 Heroes 
Run.  Runners and walkers will wind 
through the scenic streets of Athens 
as they remember the fallen of 9/11 
and those who have fought the wars 
since.   TravisManion.org
Sept 12. 2020 -- CANCELED -- 
Superhero Fun Day and Family Expo 
in Big Spring Memorial Park (100 
North Beaty Street in Athens) with 
Eli’s Block Party and sponsor North 

Alabama Eye Care.  Don your favorite 
superhero outfi t, t-shirt or make-up 
your own for this special day to raise 
awareness of childhood cancer.  
Activities, vendors, car show, fun run, 
music and more are packed into the 
day.  elisblockparty.org
Sept 12, 2020 -- Truck Invasion 
Cruise In on the Square in downtown 
Athens from 6:00PM-9:00PM for all 
makes and models of Trucks and 
SUV’s only. No judging, no trophies-- 
just show and shine; enjoy the shops 
and eateries around the Square.  
Please leave parking the north 
side (Lucia’s and Village Pizza) for 
patrons.
Sept 15, 2020 -- Annual Trail of 
Tears Remembrance Day Observed 
This annual event day marks the 
anniversary of the day when the 
last Cherokees arrived in Oklahoma 
and commemorates the people 
forced to marches from their tribal 

lands in the east to the lands of the 
Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) 
from 1838-1839. Learn more 
with the National Park Service 
Local governments, area agencies, 
attractions, restaurants and shops 
may be closed or have modifi ed 
hours of operation in observance 
of this holiday. Please call ahead to 
confi rm availability and hours.
Sept 17, 2020 -- Swamp John’s 
Dinner Fundraiser with Elkmont 
Fire Department (19667 Sandlin 
Road in Elkmont) from 4:00PM-
7:00PM featuring plates of fi sh, 
tenders, shrimp or combinations 
plus french fries, slaw, hush 
puppies and drink for $12.00.  
Carryout or dine-in with social 
distancing.  Advanced tickets can 
be purchased with any member 
of Elkmont Fire Department or 
by calling/texting Susan Pyland 
256-431-0277.

Sept 19, 2020 -- Battle of Sulphur 
Creek Trestle Commemoration 
on the Richard Martin Rails to Trail 
(Railroad Street in Elkmont) from 
9:00AM-1:00PM.  Historians will 
be at the site to tell the story of the 
battle and men who fought it to 
mark the 156th anniversary.  Hike or 
bike south from downtown Elkmont 
for 1.2 miles or 2.2 miles north 
from the Hays Mill Parking lot and 
hear Brigadier General (Ret.) John 
Scales, author of “The Battles and 
Campaigns of Confederate Nathan 
Bedford Forrest” and “Sherman 
Invades George”; Lieutenant Colonel 
(Ret.) Edwin Kennedy, former 
Tactic and History Instructor for the 
U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College; and other speak.  
Presentations every half hour.  Free 
and open to the public.

September

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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Zombie Paintball continued fropm page 1
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Let us
help you 
fi nd your 

new home!

Buying | Selling | Renting
Building | Investing | Auctioning

256-233-3400
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Curtis Glass
Realtor®

256-431-6820

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

PRODUCERS Million $$$ Club

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Paula Phillips
Realtor®

256-777-4916

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

BreAnna Kuykendall
Realtor®

256-777-1841

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

James Phillips
Associate Broker/ Realtor® 

256-656-2370

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama

17940 Dement Road
Athens - $345,900 - MLS#1144125

17.5 acres!!!
Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

This absolutely fabulous farmhouse has a magnifi cent 40’ front 
porch, plenty enough room for your rockers AND your swings! 
It is set on 17.5 acres only 5 minutes from the river! Detached 
garage/workshop. Wood burning fi replace; central heat/air; 
energy effi  cient gas paned extra tall windows; appliances in 

kitchen to stay. Hardwood fl oors 
in main areas, tile in wet areas, 
carpet in bedrooms. 3 beds, 2.5 baths. What a great place for a horse farm! Want to go fi shing? Hook up your boat 
and you are only 2 miles to a public launch from this home. Want to watch wildlife? Plenty of wildlife around to 
watch from the front porch.
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29772 Little Creek Road - Ardmore - $149,900
MLS#1151987 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Immaculate 1400+ Sq Ft Home residential neighborhood near cul-de-sac. Fresh Paint and new roof.
Range/Oven, Dishwasher, Microwave, Refrigerator. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths.

20940 Holt Road - Elkmont - $182,500
MLS#1149462 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Precious 2 bedroom home with Attached 
double garage. Deck on back with privacy 
fence. Covered front porch. Living room 
opened to kitchen. Bedrooms are huge! 
Both central units are 2 yrs old! New 
carpet in bedrooms. new toilets. Front 
porch fl oor is new. New privacy fence. 
Water heater 1 1/2 yrs old. Peaceful 
country setting. Don’t delay, look today!

940 County Road 570 - Rogersville - $280,000
MLS#1137152 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

ANDERSON CREEK!!
Basement home with boat house for two boats and 
electric lift. Enjoy the view of the water off  one of 
two decks. Home has new 30year architectural 
shingle roof, HVAC 2019, New windows through out, 
New Storm Doors and 3 year old hot water heater. 
Home features 2 gas fi replaces, wood beams, and 
wood staircase to basement. Massive storage. never 
worry abut the electricity with a generator backup. 
Indoor workshop with gas heater and concrete fl oors. 
Electricity all around decks. Washer and Dryer to remain. TV in basement to stay. Main kitchen on 1st 
fl oor with bar that sits 4 and a kitchen in basement . Lots of windows and natural light.

WATERFRONT!!

WATERFRONT!!

PENDING
PENDING



Page 22                                                             THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                            September 11, 2020

“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

23446 St. John Road - E. Limestone - $282,500
MLS#1145918 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Brand New Construction with Farmhouse exterior appeal. Located just East of town this home is 
convenient to Athens and Madison. Wrapped in Hardi Board and 30 year shingles. Built with energy 
effi  cient materials such as zip board, Tech Shield, Low E Windows and Tank-less Hot Water Heater. 
Custom crown molding with every detail in mind. Tiled shower in Master Bath with free standing tub. 
Master Bedroom has a sitting area.Engineered Hardwood, Tile Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances are 
just some of the qualities it will hold. Bonus upstairs off ered at a diff erent price. Cathedral Ceilings in 
Master Bedroom and Living. Fireplace with stone or brick up to ceiling. Brick wall in kitchen.

16581 Mulberry Lane - E. Limestone - $289,900
MLS#1149013 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

WOW! This 4 bedroom 3 bath home with beautiful tiled sunroom that overlooks a well maintained 
sodded front yard and mature trees across the back and underground utilities. All brick, low maintenance 
home with an open fl oor plan. New carpet in bedrooms, wood fl ooring with the exception of wet areas 
which are ceramic tile. Beautiful trim work, gas log fi replace and formal dining room as well as an eat 
in kitchen, laundry room and 2 car side entry garage. Home has been well maintained & professionally 
cleaned. Sidewalks on both sides of the street, Decorative lamp post and Mailbox. Priced to sell.

17496 Hall Street - Athens - $316,000
MLS#1150742 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Beautiful brick home built in 2007, 3 or 4 bedrooms. Bonus room with closet can be 4th. Wood fl oors in 
living areas with carpet in bedrooms. 9’ ceilings, isolated master with glamour bath and walk in closet. 
Stained cabinetry, offi  ce off  of foyer with built in desk. Gas log corner fi replace in family room Privacy 
fenced back yard. Double attached garage plus a 24x32 Det Garage.

19155 Tammy Leigh Drive - Athens - $360,00
MLS#1128396 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

5 Bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage, and a private master suite on the fi rst level. Recently updated kitchen 
has stainless steel appliances, granite counter 
tops, and open fl oor plan overlooking the family 
room.  Upstairs includes 2 bedrooms and 1 bath, 
huge bonus/game room, craft room and a fl oored 
attic storage.

PENDING!
PENDING!
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23466 St. John Road - Athens - $304,000
MLS#1130470 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

PENDING.  Under Construction-Brand New Construction with Farmhouse Exterior Appeal. 
Located just East of town in Lonnie Dale Subdivision, this home is convenient to Athens and 
Madison. It will feature Hardi board and 30 Year Architectural Shingles. Zip Board and Tech 
Shield will be used for energy effi  ciency along with Rinnai tank less hot water heater. Crown 
Mold, Engineered Hardwood, Tile, Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances, are just some of the 
qualities it will hold. Study can be 4th bedroom if desired. 

0 Menefee Road - E. Limestone - $200,900
MLS#1135882 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Beautiful view across the street of Bird Sanctuary. This home will off er all Luxury Vinyl 
Laminate and Tile throughout, 9’ and 10’ ceilings, tile in wet areas with granite counters. 
Custom cabinets and Pantry in kitchen. Master will off er 10’ boxed ceiling, walk in closets and 
tiled shower in master bath. Gas Log fi replace in Family Room. Covered Back Porch.

29750 Little Creek Road - Ardmore - $139,000
MLS#1147618 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Situated on a treed half-acre lot, on a one street subdivision 
with a cul-de-sac at the end it is perfect for walks and bike 
rides. The backyard is large, with a small deck, patio and 
storm shelter. This home off ers brand new appliances, some 
new fl ooring, new light fi xtures. Roof was replaced in 2017 
with 30 year architectural shingles. You would have approx 
a 35 minute commute to Huntsville via Hwy 53. New HVAC 
installed in 2020. Gas Line in home for back up heat.

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!
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600 Wilburn Street - Athens - $195,000
MLS#1150276 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Lovely spacious home in established subdivision. Hardwood fl oors, partially remodeled. Sunroom. 
Window World windows throughout most of the home.

15254 Section Line Road - W. Limestone - $135,000
MLS#1152211 - BreAnna Kuykendall, 256-777-1841

What a fi nd!!! Metal roof, hardwood fl oors, fenced in backyard, and a doggie door! This house has it all! 
The washer, dryer, and stove remain with the house. Home warranty off ered. Contact James at 256-
656-2370 or BreAnna at 256-777-1841 now to see this lovely 4 bedroom, 1 and 3/4 bath home! Realtor 
owned. The outbuilding in the backyard does NOT stay with the house, and it will be removed before 
closing.

11705 Edward Street - Athens - $228,500
MLS#1150279 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Great home in wonderful neighborhood. Entire interior freshly painted to include walls, trims, doors and 
cabinets. New fl ooring. Neatly landscaped.

4524 County Road 76 - Florence
$135,00 - MLS#1130310
Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916
North Elkton Street - Athens
$94,000 - MLS#1142512
Linda Toone, 256-777-1069

283 York Drive - Rogersville
$32,500 - MLS#1139427
James Phillips, 256-656-2370
HWY. 207 - Rogersville
$15,000 - MLS#1141408
Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

LONNIE DALE SUBDIVISION WILL HAVE PHASE 3 OPEN SOON!
CALL TODAY — 256-656-2370, JAMES OR 256-431-7917, CHRIS

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!

New Listing!

New Listing!

LAND
LISTINGS
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