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The bloodiest battle in Ala-
bama happened near the 
little town of Elkmont just 

north of Athens. It was the Battle 
of Sulphur Creek Trestle which 
now sits just east of the Rails to 
Trails walking and biking track.
As a teenager growing up between 
Elkmont and Hays Mill, I remem-
ber the day I found that battlefi eld. 
It was on property where we lived. 
At that time, we lived on top of 
a hill near New Garden that was 
once an old Civil War hospital. The 
house, which was several hun-
dred yards east of the battlefi eld, 
stood for decades but came tum-
bling down one night in the early 
1980’s when it was set on fi re in-
tentionally by a local man. 
Any way, I was searching the in-
ternet the other day and noticed 
where Elkmont is asking people 
who have some ghost stories from 

the Elkmont area to share with its 
readers. They say the one listed 
about Sulphur Creek Trestle is a 
story of ghostly soldiers and hors-
es fading in and out of the trees, 
mysterious cannon fi re and voices 
in the area of the remaining fort 
earthworks and surrounding hill-
sides. 

They say the many stories that 
have already been sent in include 
the Sulphur Creek Trestle bat-
tle and came from Elkmont resi-
dents or from published sources. 
It is published in the Elkmont “Hill 
Spirit.”
It says the Alabama Paranormal 

Association started a series of in-
vestigations of Civil War sites with-
in the state a number of years ago.
The Sulphur Creek Trestle battle-
fi eld was one of those on the list. 
As the group began investigating, 
they found results. In some of their
recordings, there are whispering 
voices with one voice pleading for 
help on the Sulphur Creek Trestle.
My family lived in the old hospi-
tal house for several years before 
moving away. We never heard 
any ghostly sounds there and we 
never experienced any ghosts
or strange sounds while visiting 
the actual battlefi eld. I did see 
bunkers where the soldiers were 
apparently dug in and other evi-
dence there was a battle there. It 
was an interesting place that we 
knew had a lot of history behind it.

continued on page 5

Is Sulphur Creek Trestle battlefi eld haunted?
THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

1003 South Jefferson St. 
Athens, Alabama 35611



This past Friday night, Athens 
took on the Hartselle Tigers 
at Larry McCoy stadium. It 

was an ideal September night for 
a 6-A showdown. Fans packed out 
the stadium to see the pigskin 
match played on the new turf. 
Both teams played very well and 
provided a great game for the fans 
to watch. The football game was 
well worth the price of admission. 
The Golden Eagles played a deter-
mined game and came out on top 
with a 28 to 19 win over Hartselle. 
This is the fi rst win Athens has had 
over the Tigers in over 10 years. 
Head coach, Cody Gross, and his 
coaching staff have sure got the 
Eagle program going in a positive 
direction. Athens was a top recog-
nized football program back in the 
late 90’s, and now seems to be 
returning to the good  ‘ole days of 
Golden Eagle football.   
The offensive line has been a 
dominating force for opposing de-
fenses to deal with. The blocking 
provides running lanes for Jalen 
Cates, Julius Mayberry and quar-
terback Jacob Scott.  The Defense 
also stepped up to stop Hart-
selle’s offensives charges on sev-
eral occasions. The Eagles were 
hit with 40 yards of penalties on 
one drive which lead to a Hartselle 
touchdown.  

Each week you can see the Eagle 
team improving and growing into 
a competitive Region 7 team. The 
Eagles will travel to Decatur this 
Friday night to take on the Red 
Raiders. The Raiders under Jerry 
Adcock always fi elds a good team 
to challenge the Eagles. The game 
will kick off Friday the 13th, at 
7pm at Ogles stadium in Decatur.
I would like to thank the people 
who have provided the Athens 
players the top of the line envi-
ronment to play football in: The 
Jumbo-tron,  Astro turf, great fan 

support, and some of the best 
coaching in the area.
The Golden Eagles have a good 
7th and 8th grade program that’s 
feeding the high school team. Stu-
dents from outside the city limits 
can now apply to attend school at 
Athens High School. The new High 
School is a welcome addition to 
improving the learning experience 

for all students. Athens playing in 
the 6A, Region 7 area provides 
good teams to challenge the Ea-
gles each week.

Go Golden
Eagles!!!

Golden Eagles beat Hartselle
to win fi rst region game

The referee tosses the coin between Athens and Hartselle.

Coach Cody Gross in post-game interview with the press.

The Color Guard presents the
colors to begin the football game.
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Athens cheerleaders cheering on the enthusiastic home crowd.

Quarterback, Jordan Scott, scoring a touchdown for the Eagles. Athens kicker, Kevin Juardo, was perfect 
on  PAT’s for the night.

 Jaelen Cates gaining yardage for the Golden Eagles.

Offensive players, Caden Shoulders and
Braden Gross, taking a breather.
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Hill Spirit says residents submitted 
stories around the anniversary 
of the battle. They say strange 
fogs and things that aren’t easily 
explained fuel stories from Elkmont 
folk about the area. Besides the 
tales of images of soldiers and 
horses moving among the trees 
and in the valleys, there are other 
stories that make you wonder.
One fall afternoon, one of the 
sweet older couples that walk 
the Rails to Trails stopped to read 
the marker at the fort site. As 
they looked up at the remaining 
earth walls, they saw a fl ash of 
light and felt a surge of electricity 
that raised the hair on the back 
of their necks. And there were no 
storms in the area that might have 
explained the event.
And then they tell how one our 
local walkers was enjoying the 
trail in the early evening hour 
when he drew near the battlefi eld 
and heard a whisper but not a 
soul could be found. A feeling that 
he was being watched swept over 

him. The uncomfortable and eerie 
stillness in the woods triggered 
his good sense and he decided 
leaving was a wonderful idea. As 
he turned, he felt a hard tug on 
his pant’s leg. He then felt a sharp 
pain as if shot. Looking down, he 
saw nothing as he checked his 
leg. and they say, “a leisurely walk 
became a fast run.”

And, Hill Spirit tells you more 
ghost stories about Sulphur Creek 
Trestle come from the younger 

folks around Elkmont.
It says often they will tell you of a 
strange green fog, or a sharp drop 
in temperature. One young lady 
told  that she and some friends 
were walking along the trail in the 
dusk of the evening when they 
heard whispers, muffl ed voices 

coming from the trees. It sounded 
like someone was giving an order
to shoot. They then experienced 
a similar electrical surge as the 
other couple did. At that moment, a 
soldier dressed in a Union uniform 
stepped out of the shadows and 
disappeared. 

Sulphur Creek Trestle continued from page 2

Nathan Bedford Forrest



We are hoping this becomes 
an annual show, so come 
out and support our kids 

and our vendors. It may be a little 
early to think Christmas, but it will 
be here faster than you think.
This is the 2nd Annual Primitive 
show at Ardmore High School 
and will be located in the school’s 
gym. All proceeds will be going to 
the Ardmore High School band.

There will be some really great 
primitives this year with most of 
the vendors back from last year 
and adding some new ones from 
Indiana and South Alabama. 
There will be lots of fall items and 
some Christmas decorations also. 
There is literally no where to shop 
for Primitives right now.
Don’t miss this show with so many 
shops under one roof. 

There will be dough bowls, sugar 
buckets, blankets, lamps, red 
trucks, dry sinks, bucket benches, 
distressed shelves and furniture, 
candles, and pumpkins, just to 
name a few. If it’s not named that 
doesn’t mean it won’t be here.
Bring your truck to hall all your 
purchases. There will be Primitive 
furniture just waiting for a new 
home.

If you are interested in having a 
booth, please call Donna at 540-
226-1267. Only Primitives please. 
The band will be having a bake
sale and concessions for the 
show, so come hungry!

SAVE THE DATE…
September 28, 2019, 9am-5pm

Ardmore High School Gym
30285 Ardmore Ave.
Ardmore, AL 35739

There will be a
$5.00 entrance fee
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Olde American Thyme continues from page 1

256-497-0027



By Debra Johnson

The summer vegetables are 
all gone except for the okra 
and the watermelons. The 

okra should last until frost, which 
will probably be a while. I don’t 
see any cold weather in the near 
future.  I am still freezing okra, but 
I am done with the canning and 
freezing of other vegetables.
We dug up the sweet potatoes a 
couple of weeks ago.  They are 
supposed to go through a heat for 
10 days, then be kept at a cooler 

temperature for another month to 
allow the sweet potatoes to cure 
and produce their sugar.
We did plant a few squash and 
tomato plants just to have to eat 
on through the fall.  I always hated 
for the tomato plants to die out, so 
this year I planted a few late toma-
toes.
We also planted butter beans this 
year. They are just now starting to 
bloom, so they 
should put on beans soon.  I am 
having to keep them and the oth-

er plants watered now since it has 
gotten dry and the temperatures 
are consistently hot. 
We will sew turnip seeds and plant 
some fall cabbage as soon as the 
temps cool down a little.  That will 
fi nish out the garden for this year.  
The garden has produced an 
abundant amount of vegetables 
this year. Growing a garden is a 
big job and lasts all summer, but 
it is worth it.  There is nothing like 
going out and picking fresh vege-
tables and cooking them for sup-

per. “Farm to table” I think is the 
term used these days. 
After the fall vegetables have pro-
duced, we will turn the garden
spot and let it lay out through the 
winter in preparation for next year.
Our garden work this year will be 
done.
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Summer veggies are almost gone
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Residential  Commercial

We planted a few Japanese sweet potatoes, which are a pur-
ple-skinned, yellow-fl eshed potato.  They are supposed to be 
sweeter than orange sweet potatoes.

Callan and Jude helped pick up the sweet potatoes.



Alabama dove season got 
underway on September 
7, 2019. The hot weather 

could infl uence the migration of 
the birds into the area. The fall 
cold fronts will bring waves of 
dove south. I have noticed several 
cornfi elds already harvested in 
the area. These fresh picked fi elds 
provide excellent feeding locations 
for dove.
Dove hunting is more of a social 
event than a hunting trip. Hunters 
enjoy spending time in the fi eld 
with fellow hunters. Agriculture 
fi elds are good hunting areas for a 
dove shoot. Remember, you must 
have written permission from 
the landowner to venture onto 
property. Baiting a fi eld is against 
the law and violators will get a 
citation if caught. Seeds cannot 
be spread on top of the ground 
to attract dove. The seeds must 
be cut into the soil as a normal 
farming operation.
The annual Youth Dove Hunt 
sponsored by the game warden 
is scheduled for Sept. 14th. 
Contact the Fish and Game offi ce 
at the Swan Creek offi ce for more 
information. This is a good way to 
introduce youth to hunting and gun 
safety. An adult can attend with the 
youth hunter. Always teach young 
hunters the importance of utilizing 
your game for food. Never harvest 
animals and waste the meat. Be a 
hunter and respect your game as 

a resource.   
Tennessee has an early velvet deer 
hunt.  Remember, deer cannot 
be brought back into Alabama 
from out of state hunts without 
being properly processed. The 
fear of CWD being spread into our 
deer herds is the reason for the 
quarantine of out of state deer.
Hunting with feeders in sight is 
now legal. Deer and hogs can be 
hunted feeding around feeders. 
Hunters must buy a special 
hunting license to exercise the 
right to hunt around a feeder. 
I am concerned about the 
opportunity for disease to spread 
when animals bunch up to feed. 
When deer feed naturally they 

browse and are more dispersed 
and spread out. I know people 
have been feeding year round for 
several years. Maybe this new 

change will have no affect on the 
deer population.  Let’s hope not.  
Hunters are stewards of the 
land and should only harvest 
the animals they will consume. 
Hunting is a sport, and we should
be sportsmen. One saying that 
makes me sick is “if it’s brown it’s 
down”. Growing up with no deer 
in Limestone County makes me
over cautious of protecting the 
deer herd we now experience. I 
now have grandkids who one day 
hopefully can enjoy deer hunting 
in the county.
We need hunting land open to 
the public for hunting. To keep 
our future generation hunting,
they must have a place to hunt. I
wish the State could lease some 
large tracks of land in the county
for public hunting. Most deer land 
is leased or owned and very little 
available for the public. 

Dwayne Allfrey and his wife, Barbara, are 

big gardeners. Like us, their garden is just 

about done with the exception of the okra 

and watermelons.  We visited with them a 

few weeks ago and they shared some figs 

and watermelons with us. 

 

Pictured is Dwayne Allfrey with some of his 

Jubilee watermelons. 
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Hunting Season 2019 Underway

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

A doe and fawn feeding on a salt lick.
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Senior Fun Fest
By Debra Johnson

The annual Senior Fun 
Fest, sponsored by Athens 
Limestone Aging Foundation 

was held Sept. 6 at the Limestone 
County Event Center.  This is 
one of the Foundations’s two big 
annual events.  The other being 
Poke Sallet Follies, their largest 
fundraiser.  Funds from that event 
were used to sponsor the Senior 
Fun Fest, which was free to all 
seniors.
The event was attended by 400 
seniors from the community. 
Jackie Jackson, festival organizer, 
said the theme this year was 
“County Fair- Under the Big Tent”  
with all kinds of carnival booths and 
activities to enjoy.  The committee 
responsible for creating this event 
included Kay Burlingame, Kathy 
Cothren, Joyce McLin, Helen 
Greenhaw, Helen Carter, Jackie 
Jackson and other members of the 
Board of Directors.  There were 
over 100 volunteers for this event 
such as the Rotary Club and Missy 

Greenhaw from AHS with 12 of 
her students in the nursing fi eld.  
The students took blood pressure 
readings in screening areas and 
helped serve lunch and handed out 
door prizes.  There were 23 vendors 
on site that had booths set up that 
would be benefi cial to seniors.  The 
seniors were given goodie bags with 
products from these vendor booths.
Tee Jackson was the MC. Opening 
ceremonies began with Larry 
Burlingame and Kenneth Stovall 
as Color Guard, Antwon Greene 
leading a prayer, Harold Hicks 
leading the Pledge of Allegiance, 
and Mike Cole playing the National 
Anthem on an acoustic guitar.
The festival was packed full of fun 
activities that included a magician, 
a fortune teller, a bearded lady, a 
juggler, a clown, Bingo game, and 
other fun games.   Also, Helen Ruth 
Duncan and Etra Ann Norton were 
dressed as the Fairest of the Fair 
Beauty Queens.
Special guests attending this fun 
festival were Alabama Secretary of 

State- John Merrill, Miss Alabama 
2019-Tiara Pennington, Miss 
Limestone Rodeo Queen 2019- Lily 
Caradine, and Channel 48 TV- Brad 
Travis.  Local guests were Mayor 
Ronnie Marks, Sheriff Mike Blakely, 
Commission Chairman Collin Daly, 

Police Chief Floyd Johnson, Fire 
Chief Bryan Thornton, and City 
Council member Frank Travis.  
We will certainly be looking forward 
to future events sponsored by 
Athens Aging Foundation for the 
Seniors of our community.

Left to Right:  Joyce McLin, Miss Alabama-Tiara Pennington, 
Ennis McLin and Kathy Cothren.

Juggler, Trent Chandler with Miss Rodeo Lily Caradine.
Left to Right:  Tee Jackson, Jackie Jackson,

and Alabama Secretary of State, John Merrill.



The folks that lived in the 
holler had many different 
personalities. Some 

were loud and boisterous and 
sometimes annoying to be 
around. On the other hand, some 
of the folks were shy and minded 
their own business. Cousin Milton 
was the shyest person I have ever 
known. He was only comfortable 
around his immediate family. 
Milton would hide under the bed 
if visitors came to the house. We 
played tricks on Milton by going 
outside and knocking on the door. 
He would scamper to the bedroom 
and slide under until the visitors 
were gone. Humpy would say, 
“Come on out Milton, they are 
gone.” 
Milton was concerned he would 
be drafted into the army. We tried 
to tell him there was no draft, but 
he never believed us. He never 
learned to read and write, but was 
a good farm hand. He would do 
farm work as long as family was 
the only one around. He would 
come out of the house at night 
and split fi rewood with an ax by 
lantern light. You could say he was 
nocturnal and loved to coon hunt 
with us boys. 
I guess you could say Milton nev-
er existed on paper. Being born 
at home, there were never any 
records of his life. When he got a 
bad cold, Grandma treated him 
with home remedies. Milton wore 
hand-me-down shoes and overalls 
and never ventured to town. I can’t 
recall Cousin Milton ever crossing 
Elk River. 
One day the census taker came 
by the house attempting to get a 
count of the people who lived on 
our farm.
Needless to say they never saw 
Milton because he went to the 
barn until they left. We were all a 
little leery to strangers meddling 
into our simple lives. Our family 
was self-suffi cient, and we didn’t 
need any help from outsiders.  

Milton liked to listen to the Grand 
Ole Opera on Saturday night. We 
respected Cousin Milton for who 
he was and never condemned his 
desire not to be social. Grandma 
summed it up by saying, “God 
makes his children all different 
and we’ve got to respect that.”
Cousin Milton got on up in the 
years and passed away in his 
sleep. He was a part of our fam-
ily and we loved him and would 
sure miss him. He had asked for 
a graveside burial with only imme-
diate family present. His favorite 
song was the Orange Blossom 
Special. He had heard it over the 
radio many times. 
We had a local fi ddler and guitar 
player play his favorite song as he 
was lowered into the earth.
Mankind has many different chal-
lenges to deal with throughout 
their lifetime. Many are called to 
serve our country and protect our 
freedom. We owe our Veterans 
special thanks for their service. 
Farmers provide 
food to many. We all play a role in 
the survival of our great country. 

A shy sort of a fellow
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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DEB’S Delights

This is a Rebecca Leopard 
recipe that has been passed 
down.  It was given to me by 

Barbara Allfrey who shared the 
fi gs with us.

3 cups crushed fi gs
3 cups sugar
2  3oz. boxes of strawberry, 
raspberry, or black cherry jello

Mix sugar and jello, add fi gs.  Boil 
for 3-5 minutes.  The sugar will 
melt and produce a syrup.  Pour 
into jelly jars and seal.  You can 
seal by water-bathing or by pouring 
melted paraffi n over the top of the 
jelly before putting on lid. 

Fig Jelly
by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery
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by Flo Doughty

Around the world 300,000 
children are diagnosed with 
cancer each year.  Cancer is 

the #1 cause of death for children 
in America.  It is hard to imagine, 
as a parent, something so terrifying 
as your child being diagnosed with 
cancer.
Here in our local community we are 
very proud to have a foundation 
working hard to go toe to toe with 
pediatric brain cancer and work to 
defeat and eliminate it.  Eli’s Block 
Party Childhood Cancer Foundation 
began in 2015 while Eli Williams 
was battling medulloblastoma.  His 
family vowed to fi ght to save other 
families from ever experiencing the 
horrors of pediatric brain cancer.  Eli 
fought for six years, including three 
relapses, six brain surgeries, chemo, 
radiation, countless transfusions, 

weeks of hospitalizations, traveling 
thousands of miles to doctor’s 
appointments in various states and 
he participated in four experimental 
trials.  As a pioneer in pediatric 
cancer research, Eli donated tumor 
tissue, fl uid samples and vital 
data was collected through his 
participation that will help fi nd more 
effective treatment.  Eli’s Block 
Party seeks out doctors and labs 
who are on the cutting edge and 
they raise funds to support these 
labs to further their mission against 
pediatric brain cancer.  The funds 
do not go to a generic organization 
but directly to labs with boots on the 
ground in the battle.  Eli’s Block Party 
also uses funds raised to help local 
families who have a child diagnosed 
with cancer whether it’s help with a 
utility bill or even funeral expenses of 
a child who has passed away.

It’s a big mission and many warriors 
are needed.  How can you help?  
You can support various events 
held in our community by attending, 
volunteering, donating or sharing 
on social media.  Any help is very 
much appreciated and moves the 
mission of Eli’s Block Party forward.  
Check out Superhero Day at the 

Duck Pond September 14, the 
SportsPlex Car Show on October 
12and the various other car shows 
they have throughout the year.  Join 
the fi ght and stand with families and 
children battling the monster called 
childhood cancer.  Check out the 
website at elisblockparty.org

September is Childhood Cancer Month

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place SW, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103

Fax | 256�585�6474

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

The Green Lantern

Eli Williams

Captain Marvel
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Motorcyclists from across 
the southeast will come 
together September 21, 

2019, for a scenic ride across the 
north Alabama region to honor 
Native American Indians. Now in 
its 26th year, the Trail of Tears 
Commemorative Motorcycle Ride 
travels from Bridgeport in the 
northeastern part of Alabama 
to the northwestern town of 
Waterloo, and along with the 
celebratory ride, there is a kick-off 
rally and a three-day POW WOW 
for the public to take part in. 
The Trail of Tears Commemorative 
Motorcycle Ride begins at the Ala-
bama/Tennessee state line on U. 
S. Highway 72 in Bridgeport with 
riders departing at 8 a.m. CST 

on Saturday, Sept. 21. The ride 
travels U. S. Highway 72 West to 
I-565 West arriving at Redstone 
Harley-Davidson at approximate-
ly 10:30 a.m. for an offi cial ride 
rest and lunch stop. The public 
is invited to welcome riders while 
enjoying lunch and special enter-
tainment. At 12 p.m., riders will 
depart and head west through 
Florence arriving in Waterloo at 
approximately 2:30 p.m. 
A kick-off rally offering children’s 
activities, live music, entertain-
ment by Cherokee Indian dancers, 
a street dance, a fi reworks show 
and other free family fun for the 
public to enjoy is scheduled in 
downtown Bridgeport on Friday, 
September 20th. Bikes will start 

arriving at 3 p.m. and the offi cial 
opening ceremony gets underway 
at 3:15 p.m. 
The town of Waterloo will host a 
free POW WOW September 20-22 
in remembrance of all those who 
walked the Trail of Tears. Present-
ed by the Alabama Indian Affairs 
Commission, the three-day event 
offers live music on Friday and 
Saturday nights, fl ute and drum 
music and displays from Native 
American artisans and vendors. A 
River Walk Dedication Ceremony 
is scheduled for Saturday at 10 
a.m. to honor those who experi-
enced the forced journey with the 
grand entry slated for 1 p.m. and 
bikes arriving around 2:30 p.m. 
The ride is held rain or shine. For 
more information on the Trail of 
Tears Commemorative Motorcycle 
Ride including a map of the route 
and a schedule of events, visit 
http://al-tn-trailoftears.net/rides-
chedule.php. 

The Indian Removal Act of 1830 
called for the voluntary or forc-
ible removal of all Indians from 
the eastern United States to the 
state of Oklahoma. In 1838, the
U.S. government hired wagon 
master J.C.S. Hood to transport 
1,070 Native Americans by foot 
and wagon from Ross’s Landing in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee to what
is now Waterloo, Alabama. Much 
of the journey followed what is
now U.S. Highway 72. Many Native 
Americans died in Waterloo and
others escaped into the hills and 
today, area residents can trace 
their Native American ancestry 
to those who fl ed. As many as 
4,000 deaths occurred because
of this forced removal of civilized
Native Americans from their right-
ful homes. In recognition of this
removal process, the fi rst Trail of 
Tears Motorcycle Ride was orga-
nized in 1994 with approximately 
100 riders participating.

26th Trail of Tears ride September 21
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VALLEY POOLS
O F  M A D I S O N

We are back to our summer hours!

Monday-Friday 10am-5:30pm

Saturday 8am-12pm

7445 Hwy 72 W Madison

same parking lot, just up the hill!

Same great service and supplies for all

your pool needs.

Don’t forget we
HAVE MOVED…
COME SEe US!

Redesigned in 1965, the 
Chevrolet Impala set an all-
time industry annual sales 

record of more than one million 
units in the United States. All new 
full-size Chevrolets eschewed the 
“X” frame for a full-width perimeter 
frame, a new body that featured 
curved, frameless side glass, 
sharper angled windshield with 
newly reshaped vent windows, and 
redesigned full-coil suspension. 
In 1965, Chevrolet introduced 
a new luxury package for the 
Impala four-door hardtop, called 
“Caprice.” Caprices received 
tufted upholstery, wood grained 
accents on the dashboard and 
specialty pulls on the insides of 
the doors. This “halo” model also 
featured the “spinner” wheel 
covers from the Impala SS, with 
the “SS” logo centers replaced 
by a Chevrolet “bowtie” emblem. 

The Super Sport’s blackout rear 
trim strip below the triple taillights 
was also used, with the “Impala 
SS” emblem replaced by a large 
“Caprice by Chevrolet” badge. 
The Impala block lettering on 
each front fender was replaced 
with “Caprice” script. The Caprice 
package was reintroduced as 

the Chevrolet Caprice Custom in 
1966, taking the top position in 
the full-size Chevrolet lineup. 
Engine choices included the 
inline six-cylinder as well as the 
small-block and big-block V8s. 
A new three-range Turbo Hydra-
Matic automatic transmission 
was optional for 396 cubic inch 

V8. The old 409 cubic inch “W”
engine was discontinued early in
the 1965 model year, so early-
production 1965s got the 409, as
well as 1/10 of one percent had
the 396 CID big-block.
Other later-built cars had the 396
cubic inch as the big-block option.
Two-speed Powerglide, as well
as three and four speed manual
transmissions were available.
As with previous years, Impalas
featured more chrome trim inside
and out, with pleated tufted
upholstery and door panels. The
Impala would be the number two
selling convertible in the U.S. in
1966, with 38,000 sold; it was
beaten by the Mustang by almost
2 to 1. 1966 saw a pair of enlarged
big-block V8s featuring 427 cubic
inch.

The 1965 Chevrolet Impala was super
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CALENDARCALENDAR
Sep 14, 2019 -- Superhero Fun 
Day and Family Expo in Big 
Spring Memorial Park (100 North 
Beaty Street in Athens) with Eli’s 
Block Party and sponsor North 
Alabama Eye Care.  Don your 
favorite superhero outfi t, t-shirt or 
make-up your own for this special 
day to raise awareness of childhood 
cancer.  Activities, vendors, car 
show, fun run, music and more are 
packed into the day.  elisblockparty.
org

Sep 14 - 15, 2019 -- Limestone 
County Powwow at the Limestone 
Rodeo Arena (18118 AL-99 on the 
right just past the Elm Street/AL-99 
(Buck Island Road) intersection) 
from 9:00AM-5:00PM daily.  Grand 
entry at noon each day.  Drumming, 
Dancing, music and more for the 
whole family.  Adults: $7.00; Kids 
6-12 & Seniors: $5.00.  For more 
information: Shontel McBride 256-
690-2362; Vendor Contact: Buffalo 
Yellowbird 256-620-0402
Sep 16 - 20, 2019 -- Basic Sniper 
Course (BSC48) with the North 

Alabama Sniper Challenge and 
the Limestone County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce.  Limited to 14 spaces, free 
to law enforcement offi cers, CEU’s 
available.  Course is intended 
for LEO’s who are new snipers 
or plan to enter the specialty in 
the future.  400 match grade rifl e 
rounds required.  Point of Contact: 
Sgt. Shannon Thrasher sthrasher@
limestonesheriff.com

Sep 17, 2019 -- Tour of Italy Wine 
Tastsing with Terranova’s Athens 
(105 Jefferson Street N in Athens) 
from 5:30PM-7:30PM. $25.00 
includes tasting and appetizers.  
RSVP required, limited 80 spots.  
256-800-8016
Sep 18, 2019 -- Celebration of 
Constitution Day with John Wade 
Keyes Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution at 
McCandless Hall at Athens State 
University (300 North Beaty Street 
in Athens) from 11:00AM-1:00PM.  
All-American Luncheon at 11:00AM 
followed by Briadier General Phillip 
Jolly, U.S. Army (Ret).

Sep 19, 2019 -- Elvis Remembered 
with Michael Dean at Yesterdays 
Senior Lunch Matinee at Yesterday’s 
Event Center (15631 Brownsferry 
Road in Athens) featuring your 
favorite oldies. $12.00 per person 
includes meal and and show. 
Individuals and Groups welcome. 
Bus parking available. No show 
and cancellation fees may 
apply. For more information or 
to RSVP required -- email info@
yesterdaysevents.com.

Sep 21, 2019 -- Duck & Run 5K 
start and fi nish in Big Spring 
Memorial Park (125 East Street 
in Athens) starting at 7:00AM. Join 
Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful 
for this annual fundraiser run 
through scenic Athens. Proceeds 
benefi t Keep Athens-Limestone 
Beautiful. Early registration $20. 
Late/Race Day registration $25.  
For more information or registration: 
DuckandRun5K.com
Sep 21, 2019 -- 25th Annual 
Trail of Tears Commemorative 
Motorcycle Ride with the AL-TN 

Trails of Tears Corridor Association. 
AL-TN-TrailofTears.net

Sep 27 & 28, 2019 -- Lester 
Haunted Hospital (30338 Lester 
Road in Lester) will be fi lled with
screams and terror from 7:00PM-
11:00PM.  Children under 13 years 
must be accompanied by an adult 18 
years or older.  Admission: $15.00 
per person. For more information: 
TheLesterHauntedHopital.com

Sep 28, 2019 -- Safety Day with
Lowe’s of Athens (1109 U.S. 
Highway 72E in Athens) with fun 
for the whole family from 10:00AM-
1:00PM with vehicles from the Fire 
Department, Search and Rescue, 
Sheriff and Police Departments
plus games, prizes and food.  Free 
and open to the public.   For more
information: 256-771-5600

OctoberSeptember

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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On September 18, Kubota 
Tractor Corporation will 
honor H&R Agri-Power, 

located in Tanner, with Kubota’s 
Elite Award of Excellence, the 
company’s most prestigious 
dealership certifi cation and 
designation.

The certifi cation program was cre-
ated by Kubota’s senior leader-
ship team in conjunction with its 
National Dealer Advisory Board 
to recognize dealers around the 
country that are providing custom-
ers with the “ultimate Kubota ex-
perience” from top quality equip-
ment, to sales and fi nancing, 
customer satisfaction and best in 
class service.
“Whether it is landscapers, 
contractors or large property 
owners, today’s customers 
expect equipment dealers to be 
top-notch, full-service partners. 
Kubota’s Award of Excellence 
program recognizes dealers 
that are already there, meeting 
and exceeding customers’ 
expectations,” says Todd Stucke, 
senior vice president of sales and 
marketing at Kubota. “Simply put, 
they are our very best, and they’ve 
set the bar high. For that, we thank 
and applaud them.”
Unique to Kubota’s Award 
of Excellence program is its 
designation criteria. The advisory 
board and Kubota worked 
together to narrow down the 

criteria to 17 core elements that 
are the absolute most critical 
for longevity, segment growth 
and overall business success. 
These 17 elements fall into fi ve 
categories:
1. Customer Experience
2. Financial Operations
3. Sales and Marketing
4. Building Brand Value
5. Service
There are two certifi cation levels 
within the program: Premier and 
Elite. In order to be recognized 
with a Kubota Premier Award of 
Excellence, a dealership must 

meet all requirements and 
achieve at least an 80 percent 
compliance percentage within the 
fi ve categories as listed above. 
In addition, to achieve the top 
“Elite” status level dealers must 
be a Premier certifi ed dealer 
and achieve a total fi scal sales 
requirement.
“This is the fi fth year of Kubota’s 
Award of Excellence program 
and it is already setting a high 
standard that will pave the way 
for sustained growth and market 
segment leadership,” Kubota 
senior director, sales and ops/
dealer development adds. “We 

have built a strong reputation for 
top quality on the manufacturing 
level and this award recognizes 
that H&R Agri-Power is delivering
on the Kubota promise before, 
during and after the sale.”
Kubota Tractor Corporation 
headquartered in Grapevine, 
Texas, is the U.S. marketer and 
distributor of Kubota-engineered 
and manufactured machinery
and equipment, including a
complete line of tractors of up
to 170 Gross hp, performance-
matched implements, compact
and utility-class construction
equipment, consumer lawn and 
garden equipment, hay tools
and spreaders, commercial turf 
products and utility vehicles. 
For product literature or dealer 
locations, contact: Kubota Tractor
Corporation, 1000 Kubota Drive, 
Grapevine, Tx. 76051, (888) 
4-KUBOTA (888) 458-2682, Ext. 
900, or visit www.kubotaUSA.com.

H&R to receive Kubota Elite
Award of Excellence

We have made changing propane companies

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE
Complete Package Includes

• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD •ARDMORE, AL 35739 • 256-423-3320
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

In 1850, James W. Martin was listed 
in the Limestone County census in the 
household of John C. Isham, Keeper 
of the Poorhouse. The 16-year-old 
Martin was one of 11 people living 
in the poor house that year, ranging 
from 75-year-old Elizabeth Thacker to 
8-year-old Alonzo Perkins. 
Some of the residents were noted as 
being “idiotic,” the 1850s term for 
mental disability, in a column that 
allowed for the noting of “whether 
deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, 
pauper, or convict,” but Martin was 
simply listed as a Farmer.
Martin was one of many people over 
the years in Limestone County who 
fell upon the mercy of county offi cials 
to provide a home for them when 
they were going through hard times. 
Limestone County’s plan for the 
poor began with commissioners 
appointing overseers of the poor who 
could bring cases of dire need to 
the attention of the court. By 1842, 
the county paid Henry French $110 
a year to oversee the county’s poor 

house, and they also allowed him 
the use of the plantation attached to 
the home. Isham was overseeing the 
house by the time Martin lived there 
in 1850.

In 1882, the county contracted with 
local doctor Theo Westmoreland to 
provide medical services to both the 
county poor house and the jail. At 
that time the poor house was located 
on Nick Davis Road, and in 1896, the 
Alabama Courier reported that living 
conditions in the six log cabins that 
a dozen inmates called home were a 
disgrace, unfi t for man or beast. They 
called on county offi cials to buy a farm 

nearer to town, saying, “The inmates 
of the county poor house are usually 
without relatives and friends, and the 
county is the only legal guardian and 
protector they have and it behooves 
the county then to see to it that her 
wards are properly cared for.”
Within a year, though, Billy Lambert 
was on the job, and in February of 
1898 he and his wife welcomed 
the press and the county leaders 
to a turkey dinner and tour of the 
farm. The Courier editor raved about 
the improved cabins, the 250-tree 
orchard and crops that had been 
planted, and the new spring house 
that covered the spring that before 
had been, as they said, “nothing 
better than a hog-wallow.”
This farm served the county until 
1918, when the county built a 
new Mercy Home for the poor on 
Elkton Road north of Athens. The 
old iron fence from the courthouse 
surrounded this home, which 
included an orchard, a vineyard, and 
separate living quarters for whites 

and negroes. 
By then, many of the people who 
lived at the almshouse, as it was 
known in county records, were
elderly, disabled, and had no known 
living relatives, like “Aunt Josie,” 
an 85-year-old woman who lived on 
L.S. Southard’s place until she was 
admitted in 1935.
Aunt Josie was one of the last 
residents of the county poor home.
In 1940, James Chapman paid the
county $3,050 for a 120-acre portion
of the farm. And in 1942, the home, 
buildings, and remaining farm were 
subdivided and sold at public auction.
As for James W. Martin, his hard
times were only temporary. In 1854
he began working as a blacksmith
and gin maker, and four years later
he married Nancy Fogg. By 1880, he
was a very successful wagon maker, 
and he and Nancy had two sons. 
His descendants are still living in 
Limestone County today.

County provided a home for poorest residents
 by Rebekah Davis

Limestone County Archivist
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HORSE SENSE

Jim Swanner fi ts the ideal 
image of a Marlboro man, and 
was one for twenty years.  He 

left Athens in the eighties but in 
2006, Jim decided to move back 
to Tanner, AL to be closer to family 
and back to the place where he 
was raised. His horsemanship 
school is now located on the family 
farm in Athens. His father, J.D. 
Swanner, spurred Jim’s interest 
and love for horses when Jim was 
just a child. J.D. would place him 
on the back of an old gray plow 
horse, Ole Mary. 
Many years ago Jim was 
introduced to the world of ‘Natural 
Horsemanship’ by a friend and 
at that time found his talent and 
gift. Jim “left the ego behind, and 
started listening to the horses”, 
and within three months began 
teaching this form of horse 
training, which became natural 
to him.  “If you want to learn 
something, start teaching it”, was 
Jim’s motto, which has proved to 
be a good one.  Jim loves sharing 
knowledge and experiences with 
others. It is a passion to him for 
people to be able to enjoy their 
horses and their horses enjoy 
them.  He teaches people to 
begin to think like the horse not a 
human. Horses are prey animals 
and humans are predators, so 
we have to change for the horse 
and all horses have different 
personalities; you will learn how to 
interact with your specifi c horse to 
begin that relationship and bond.
At K-I-N Stables (Keeping-It-
Natural), Jim’s students parti-
cipate in learning safer ways to be 
around horses and learn to read 
the horse and communicate with it.
 In all the classes Jim will teach is 
that, opposed to the “traditional” 
military style horse training 
techniques, one must understand 
the horse’s nature, and work with 
what is natural to the horse, not the 
human.  Natural Horsemanship is 
the most humane way to teach 

a horse, but that’s not all you’ll 
learn from Jim. He places safety 
on the highest pedestal, with the 
fi rst riding lessons focusing on 
what is most important; How to 
stop a horse.
Whether one needs to gain 
confi dence and self-esteem, or 
just get back to nature, you’re sure 
to fi nd what you’re looking for. 
Jim is currently working on a 
book about horse handling and
Natural Horsemanship. In ad-
dition, readers can prepare to 
read Jim’s articles in The Valley 
Star and the Sportsman. Some of 
these articles will be about very 
specifi c technique to learn for a 
specifi c task with a horse and 
others will be general information 
you may or may not have ever 
thought about. Either way, the 
articles will be very informative. 
Some articles will give you some 
history and some thinking to do; 
for instance, which is the correct 
side of the horse to mount and 
dismount? Why? You will get the 
answer in future articles and a lot 
more usable information for you to 
enjoy your horse(s) and to be safer 
around them. 
You can fi nd more information on 
K-I-N Stables at JimSwanner.com 
or call him at 256-874-6781. Also, 
join us on facebook.
Jim is the host of “All About Horses” 
radio on WKAC 1080 AM and at Jim 
Swanner Media FB page and also 

the host of “All About Horses” TV.
Jim Swanner

13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through 

Communication
256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radio

Host ‘All About Horses’ TV 
View at https://www.facebook.

com/jimswannermedia/
President 

Alabama Horse Council
Owner K-I-N Stables

Horse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship Sessions 
Available one-on-one or groups

Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician

Writer for: The Valley Star; The 
Star Sportsman newspapers
Horse and Ranch Magazine

Personal page...  www.facebook.
com/jim.swanner.9 

Professional Page... www.
facebook.com/JimSwanner

www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia

www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.kinstables

About the writer..
 by Jim Swanner

 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-7PM

SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM
SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale

256-656-2370

PR
OD

UC
ER

Million $ Club

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Paula Phillips
Realtor®

256-777-4916

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Chris Corum
Realtor®

256-412-9516

BreAnna Kuykendall
Realtor®

256-777-1841

Guy Fry
Realtor®/ Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900 - MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

705 S. Clinton Street • Athens • $194,000|
MLS#1112559 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $329,900
CONTIGENT!

CONTIGENT!

PENDING!
PENDING!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $79,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

4746 Circle Drive - Florence - $94,900
MLS#1111893 - Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

22457 Sharp Road - Ardmore - $79,900
MLS#1126385 - Leonel White, 256-337-3165

19269 Highway 127 - Elkmont - $199,900
MLS#1124366 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

8468-B US Hwy 72 W • Athens • $89,900
MLS#1120275 - Ginna CGinna Chittam, 256-777-3300

17076 Ferry Road - Tanner - $115,500
MLS#1124688 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

22 Rolling Brook Drive - Rogersville - $210,000
MLS#1116308 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

23318 St. John Road - Athens - $240,000
MLS#1116703 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

PENDING!
PENDING!

1460 Blackburn Road - Clements - $159,900
MLS#1121998 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

2020 Brayden Drive - Decatur - $329,900
MLS#1121524 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

960 County Road 570 • Rogersville - $299,999
MLS#1120632 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

22785 Oakdale Ridge Lane - Athens - $289,000
MLS#1113991 - Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

27339 Kim Drive - E. Limestone - $279,900
MLS#1125021 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

17492 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $319,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

23466 St. John Road - Athens - $292,500
MLS#1114140 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

33388 Alabama Highway 99 - Anderson - $72,000
MLS#1114978 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

17454 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $329,000
MLS#1108828 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

22022 Ida Lane - Athens - $254,900
MLS#1114069 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

PENDING!
PENDING!

23446 St. John Road - Athens - $297,640
MLS#1113935 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

LAND LISTINGS
0 Wiley Ayers Road Grant
$112,000 - MLS#1108396

179 Reynolds Drive Rogersville
$27,900 - MLS#1112297

0 Parker Point Road - Grant
$160,000 - MLS#1108773

Shinnecock Hills Dr. Athens
$144,000 - MLS#1053216

28596 Capshaw Road Harvest
$499,000 - MLS#1120463

0 Hwy 207 - Rogersville
$17,900 - MLS#1116261

0 Grigsby Ferry Road - Element
$75,000 - MLS#1116600

County Line Road - Scottoboro
$84,900 - MLS#1113125

117 County Road 575- Rogersville
$89,900 - MLS#1116665

Lonnie Dale Subdivision Lots are available.
New Phase III coming soon!!



BBUYINGG ORR SELLINGG YOURR HOME?? 

J���� P�����	�, associate broker, 256-656-2370

P�
�� P�����	�, realtor, 256-777-4916

B��A��� K
�������, realtor, 256-777-1814

Team Phillips
Real Solutions for Real Estate
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Today’s modern family 
wants to combine old 
with new.  We love the 

traditional farmhouse style but 
want a new and modern twist 
on the designs.  Homes are our 
retreats, our havens.  We want 
today’s homes to be our sanctuary 
with as many comforts as we can 
have. Lonnie Dale Subdivision 
and CGS Construction homes 
provide just that. 

The contemporary style on the 
farmhouse design invites warmth, 
easy living, and tradition to the 
exterior of the homes.  We want 
to harken back to the simpler 
days when families gathered 
in the open kitchen and living 

room.  Yet, we want the modern 
conveniences of today.  Lonnie 
Dale offers that.

The designs are chic and energy 
effi cient on the outside, but 
roomy and family centered on the 
inside.  Energy effi cient windows 
and doors, along with natural gas 
tankless water heaters and hardy 
board exteriors are just the ticket 
for today’s energy conscious 
families.

The easy breezy open fl oor plans 
are made for entertaining and 
family get togethers. Exquisite 
interiors with custom details 
are just what modern families 
with active lifestyles desire. 
Master bedrooms with exquisite 

master baths offer you a sanctum 
from today’s hustle and bustle.  
Indoor-outdoor living is the 
ticket with a porch… or two…. 
Or three, depending on the plan.

Attention to detail has always 

been a staple of the CGS 
Construction ethic. They bring
this attribute to every home they
build. Lonnie Dale is excited to
partner with CGS Construction
to bring beautiful, innovative, and
quality homes to our subdivision. 

The Old Becomes New Again at
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