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Many local small business-
es are known for their 
products or services. They 

are acknowledged by the public 
because of what they offer and 
their customer service. Many 
local businesses are known by 
what they do, but there is always 
a story behind the name on the 
sign. There is always more to be 
known than the name on the 
business card or ad in the news-
paper. It is easy to overlook the 
story beneath the surface.

Have you ever noticed a dump 
truck passing you in traffi c or had 
a load of dirt or gravel delivered 
to your home? You may have 
seen their trucks. You may have 
followed them on Facebook. You 
may have had a friend mention 
their name. Bama Dirt is a com-
pany based out of Killen, Al. that 
is owned by Nick Jaynes and Tim 
Shelton, of Anderson, Al.

These two men are more than 
just business partners. They are 
father and son. They are not fami-
ly by blood or familial relation, but 
by “choice.”

Eleven years ago, Nick’s biolog-
ical mother suddenly passed 
away, unexpectedly. Like many 
small towns, when tragedy 
strikes, there are loving people in 

that community that step up to 
meet a need. The Jones and Shel-
ton families in the Anderson com-
munity stepped up to the plate, in 
a time of need, to provide a home 
and a new life for Nick and his 
brother Alan.

Nick, since the age of 15, has 
been a hard worker and eager 
to learn. Nick, now 23, has al-
ready participated in the Master 
Gardener Program in Florence, 
managed and sold a successful 
landscaping/hardscaping busi-

ness, and is now the co-owner of 
Bama Dirt.

In late 2017, Nick had a load of 
dirt delivered to a job site for one 
of his landscaping projects. He 
began asking the driver questions 
about the dirt hauling business, 
not knowing he was speaking 
with the owner of the company. 
Throughout the next six weeks, 
Nick began to learn about the 
need in the market for dirt and 
gravel and then proposed the 
idea to Tim to potentially buy the 

business. After much study and 
planning, the two men decided to 
lunge into a new opportunity. It 
required a truck load of learning 
and networking, but this was a 
challenge that only made sense 
for this father and son duo.

Fast forward to early 2019, Bama 
Dirt now has grown into one of 
the fastest emerging dump truck-
ing companies in North Alabama. 
In the initial purchase, the

continued on page 6

Bama Dirt
More than just another business story
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THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

Isn’t it amazing that politicians 
like Kay Ivey never mention the 
thought of a tax increase the year 
they are running for offi ce? And, 
isn’t it amazing that a few short 
months after the election they 
talk about the need of more tax 
money?

Gov. Ivey’s proposed 10-cents 
to the gallon fuel tax is steep, 
especially at a time when the price 
of gasoline at the pumps is so 
unstable.

Why stick it on gasoline? We all 
know they are jerking us around 
when it comes to paying more at 
the pumps, and we all know that 
come summer it may take a giant 
leap to the tune of $3 per gallon. I 
say a gas tax is not the answer in 
Alabama.

If we have to pay more tax for our 
roads and bridges tax the luxuries 
like liquor and cigarettes or even 
better, give the voters a chance 

to pass a lottery with half of the 
revenue going to infrastructure 
and the other half to education. 
All the states around us already 
have a lottery and I can’t see why 
Alabama shouldn’t have it either.

Ivey wants six cents to the gallon 
increase immediately, another two 
cents next year, and another two 

cents in 2021. Her proposal needs 
legislative approval, but it looks 
like most of them in Montgomery 
will go along with it.

A 10-cent to the gallon increase 
means the average motorist will 
be paying $2 to $4 more with 
each fi ll up. That comes at a time 
when the price of gasoline in 
Alabama jumped 20 cents last 
week to about $2.35 to the gallon. 
No doubt, the rise will continue 
well into the summer months 
ahead. Put another six cents on 
top of that and it’s gonna hurt.

I know our roads and bridges 
are not up to par, but why can’t 
the state do like everybody else, 
tighten your belt, quit the giving, 
and put the money on roads and 
bridges? Do not slap us with a tax 
hike on gasoline where we have 
no control over what they charge 
at the pumps. It’s simple, there 
are other ways of raising more 

money to help out.

The high price of gasoline has an 
affect just about everywhere else, 
and another 10-cents will likely 
cause price increases elsewhere 
including the places where we 
buy our groceries. This proposal 
needs some much needed study 
because 10-cents more is way, 
way too much. I don’t think a gas 
tax is the answer.

10 cents more at the pumps will hurt
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Athens Police helping community
properly dispose of prescription drugs 
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Those who have medicine 
cabinets full of unused or 
outdated prescription drugs 

now can properly dispose of them 
year-round at the Athens Police 
Department. The Mayor’s Offi ce 
applied for a grant on behalf of 
the department to start a year-
round drug take back program. 
Athens Police Chief Floyd Johnson 
said the department was hosting 
a once-a-year event but wanted to 
provide this service on a regular 
basis.

The Athens Police Department 
received a $2,200 grant from 
Alabama’s Mountains, Rivers 
and Valley’s RC&D Council 
for the program. The agency 
serves Alabama’s Tennessee 
River Valley through its mission 

to improve the quality of life of 
residents by the reasonable and 
responsible protection of the 
natural and human resources of 
the Tennessee Valley.

The department used the funds 
to purchase a MedReturn box 
and install it securely at the 
department where citizens can 
deposit their unused prescription 
drugs 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. The department also is 

using the funds to advertise the 
new program. 

Johnson said the RC&D grant and 
program serves the community 
from a safety and environmental 
standpoint.

“Families will not have to store 
unused and outdated medications 
in their homes waiting for an 
opportunity for the department 
to host a drug take back day,” 
Johnson said. “Utilizing a year-
round program decreases the 
chances of children or pets getting 
into stored medications in the 
home or those in the household 
abusing these medications. It also 
prevents potential environmental 
contamination from fl ushing or 
tossing medications in the trash.”

The Environmental Protection 

Agency encourages the public to 
take advantage of pharmaceutical 
take-back collection programs that
accept prescription or over-the-
counter drugs “as these programs
offer a safe and environmentally-
conscious way to dispose of
unwanted medicines.”

Athens Mayor Ronnie Marks 
commended the Athens Police 
Department and RC&D for being 
proactive and addressing a need 
in the community.

“Our fi rst responders are always 
out in the community engaging 
with citizens and learning ways 
they can make our community
safer and more attractive,” Marks
said. “This is another example of 
our fi rst responders seeing a need 
and stepping up to do their part. 
On behalf of the City of Athens,
I thank RC&D for providing the 
funds for our Police Department 
to bring this program to our 
community.”

Those who have unused 
prescription drugs, including pet
medications, can bring them to
the Athens Police Department 
located at 951 E. Hobbs Street.
Bring the medications in their
original containers with personal
information removed or marked
out, or bring in a sealed bag. 

Do not bring needles, illegal
drugs, inhalers, aerosol cans or
biohazardous waste.

Athens Police Captains Trevor Harris and Anthony Pressnell, Chief Floyd Johnson, Keep Ath-
ens-Limestone Beautiful Executive Coordinator Lynne Hart, Rep. Danny Crawford and Mayor 
Ronnie Marks.
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By Danny Johnson

In today’s world everybody 
takes photos at a rate never 
matched before. Cell phones 
with cameras capture photos of 
family members which are shared 
with next of kin on a daily basis. 
This wasn’t the case before the 
introduction of digital images.  In 
the years we lived with cameras 
and fi lm, we were limited in the 
number of pictures one could 
afford to take. A photographer 
had to buy fi lm and then wait a 
few days for the snapshots to be 
developed. The cost of developing 
fi lm was another expense of the 
process.

In the turn of the century getting 
a family picture was a rare 
occurrence and quite expensive 
for folks with limited incomes. 
I have always collected any 
pictures of my ancestors when 
the opportunities arise.

As members of the family get 
older, keeping in touch with aunts 
and uncles and grandparents is a 

good way to obtain photo albums 
from past generations. I have one 
photo of my great-grand parents 
and keep it in a very safe place
Families were larger at the turn 
of the century. Farming was the 
common job for most country 
folks and large families were 
common.

I had found one photo image on 
a tin type photo. This was the 
photo technique used in the late 
1800’s. The image has faded 
over time and hard to make out.

Cherish and preserve old photos 
from the past so they can be 
shared to the next generations of 
the family. 

The photo includes Robert 
and Matilda Coffman, my 
great grandparents. The baby 
being held by the mother is 
my grandmother. The date 
of the family photo is in the 
neighborhood of 1911.

Family photos, a treasure from the past

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

Robert and Matilda Coffman family from Limestone County. 
My great grandparents, photo taken about 1911.
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SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnson

Submitted by Traci Cherry- Brookhill

Second graders at  FAME 
Academy (Fine Arts 
Academy) at Brookhill 

Elementary are participating in 
1st ever Elementary Mountain 
Dulcimer lessons. Third grade 
students receive violin lessons 
with the Huntsville Symphony.  
With that stringed instrument 
being more on the classical side, 
it seemed very fi tting to bring in 
another stringed instrument of 
a different genre, the mountain 
dulcimer.   

This experience is exposing the 
students to a new instrument and 
folk music as well as history and 
an opportunity to build knowledge 
and character from the creative 
storytelling.  Learning how to play 
the mountain dulcimer and folk 
music is another way students 
may connect to another local 
tradition, the Tennessee Valley 
Old Time Fiddlers Convention 
held in our own town of Athens.  

This may encourage students and 
their families to be involved in the 
local festival with more interest 
which is great for the community.

Folk music is a fun type of music 
that catches the interest of 
students through tune and tale. 
The simplicity of the 3-stringed 
mountain dulcimer makes it 

easier for the students to learn 
more quickly and enjoy creating 
a melody in less time than other 
instruments.  It  is the Academy’s 
hope that this is a way to interest 
students in creating music and 
allowing them to grow in their 
knowledge and appreciation of 
folk music and also creating an 

avenue to bring about future 
players with Athens Dulcimers 
and playing in general.

A special ‘Thank You’ goes to 
Alabama District 5 Representative, 
Danny Crawford, for providing 
the funding for the cost of the  
dulcimers through a grant that 
afforded the Academy 25 student 

dulcimers purchased from 
Backyard Music. Also, a big ‘Thank 
You’ goes to Jerry and Louise 
Todd of Athens Dulcimers for 
volunteering several hours each 
week for 6 weeks to prepare and 
teach the 2nd grade students to 
play this beautiful instrument.

2nd Grade is learning how to
play the Mountain Dulcimer

LIMESTONE DRUG
LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE

DELIVERY

OPEN 7 DAYS

A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM
SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811

Jerry and Louise Todd instructing 2nd grade students
on the dulcimer with the aid of Traci Cherry.
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Bama Dirt continued from page 1

existing company was an owner 
operated company that ran only 
two trucks. Bama Dirt now has 
four dump trucks on the road and 
offers a plethora of services.

Bama Dirt now serves hundreds 
of customers a year. What makes 
this dump trucking company 
different from all of the other 
trucks on the road is that they 
cater mostly to the residential 
market.

Bama Dirt exists to serve the 
everyday person. Whether it is 
a simple topsoil delivery, gravel 
to repair a driveway, installing 
sod, repairing drainage issues 
in a homeowner’s yard, or 
completely transforming a newly 
bought piece of property so that 
the new landowner can build a 
home, Bama Dirt is constantly 
innovating to meet their 

customer’s needs.

So in the future, if you see a Bama 
Dirt truck in traffi c, you now know, 
in the words of the great Paul 
Harvey, “the rest of the story.”

Bama Dirt can be reached at 
(256)740-7406. Follow Bama Dirt 
on Facebook for Sales and Give-
A-Ways.
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by Flo Doughty

Our family visited the 
Home and Garden Show 
at the Limestone County 

Event Center recently and we 
learned about a program in our 
community called, “Learn-To-
Read”.  As someone who loves 
kids and loves to help them 
succeed I’d like to get the word 
out about this wonderful program 
right here in our community!  
Founded in 1987, Learn-To-Read 
is the local literacy program for 
Athens and Limestone County, 
and offers many programs to 
assist with learning.  The After-
School Tutoring Program utilizes 
high school Beta Club members, 
managed by Learn-to-Read 
staff, to tutor elementary and 
middle school children who are 
performing below grade level.  In 

2011, the Summer Youth Literacy 
Program was started to fulfi ll a 
need expressed by the parents 
and guardians of children in the 
After-School Tutoring Program 
and is a joint effort between 
Learn-to-Read and Athens State 
University.

Education Majors at Athens State 
work as tutors and are able to 
use the college library.  Each 
student receives up to twenty-one 
hours of one-on-one tutoring that 
includes educational materials, 
computer access and software 
support at no cost to the family.

Learn-To-Read isn’t just for 
kids!  They also offer adult 
learning such as basic literacy, 
English as a second language, 
conversational Spanish and 
more!  In the Basic Literacy 

program adults are instructed 
on a one-on-one basis helping 
them to acquire reading, writing 
and math skills.  Adults can gain 
skills important in preparation for 
obtaining their GED. 

English-as-a-Second language 
offers non-English speaking 
adults assistance in gaining 
the needed language, reading 
and writing skills needed to be 
successful in American culture.  
Also available is conversational 
Spanish classes to anyone on 
the community who desires 
in improve their ability to 

communicate in Spanish.

Students who are awaiting a tutor 
or who desire additional study 
are provided an opportunity for 
focused and supervised study in 
the Computer Assisted Learning 
Lab.  The lab aids in developing 
language and math skills as 
well as prepares students for 
the Alabama GED and the US 
Citizenship test.

What a great resource in our 
community!  For more information 
about the Learn-To-Read program 
email learntoreadcouncil@gmail.
com or call 256-230-3050.

Learn-To-Read
A great community resource

blossoming breezy beautiful colorful
sunny budding cheerful hatching
refreshing buzzing renewing warming
thriving raining peaceful
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Story submitted by Brent Baker

While most are probably 
focusing on fi nding 
crappie that are getting 

ready to spawn, many of us 
are patiently waiting for spring 
turkey season. There is nothing 
like the sound of a giant wild 
turkey gobbling his head off 
waiting to fl y down on a cool 
crisp spring morning. There is 
no other feeling, better than the 
anticipation of waiting for that 
weary tom as he spits and drums 
working his way within shotgun 
range. There is just something 
truly special about these very 
majestic and patriotic birds.

From the red, white or blue on 
his head, to the color phases that 
change on his feathers, these are 
reasons we call the wild turkey 
the king of spring.

Turkeys are one of the greatest 
conservation projects in American 
history. Turkey numbers today 
are very good in many states 
throughout the U.S. However, 
many places throughout the 
southeast United States, are 
seeing the wild eastern turkeys 
population greatly decline in 

certain areas. There are many 
local areas such as Giles county 
Tennessee and here in Limestone 
County that the turkey’s numbers 
are far from what they once were. 
We must ask ourselves, is the 
wild turkey in the south, the next 
Quail? The wild quail now are few 
and far between.

There are several surveys and 
studies being looked at right 
now as to why not only quail, but 
turkeys are declining. There are 
many reasons overall why these 
such declines are happening. 
Habitat loss, Predators, 
disease and Humans. Many 
people have their reasons or 
suggestions of why the decline 
is happening. We can all make 
our assumptions and reasons, 
but if we want things to improve 
for our upland friends it’s our 
duty as conservationists and 
stewards of the land. Rather than 
to make assumptions or excuses 
for the decline, we need to better 
manage properties for the aid of 
our feathered friends. Predator 
control and management is 
often over looked but can make 
a tremendous improvement for 
wildlife on any property.

Land owners are strongly 
encouraged to not only plant 
fall food plots for wildlife, but 
plant spring and summer plots 
as well. If at all possible use 
feeders and supplements year 
round, but also follow game laws 
and restrictions. Farmers if at 
all possible stockpile and heat 
treat litter from poultry barns 
to ensure disease is eliminated 
before spreading the fertilizers. 
Although most land owners and 
farmers want the fi elds and 
pastures clean, these areas are 

great nesting cover for the quail 
and turkey.

Nesting cover is much needed 
from the upland game species 
and turkeys. So in areas that can 
left with high native grasses, this 
is strongly encouraged. These are 
just a few simple management 
tactics that we can use to give 
the wild turkey a better chance 
at survival, so that future 
generations can enjoy chasing 
the elusive thunder chickens, for 
years to come.

Spring turkey season is near

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.comBrad Brazil and Brent Baker

Brent Baker and Jake Baker
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VALLEY POOLS
O F  M A D I S O N

We are back to our summer hours!

Monday-Friday 10am-5:30pm

Saturday 8am-12pm

7445 Hwy 72 W Madison

same parking lot, just up the hill!

Same great service and supplies for all

your pool needs.

Don’t forget we
HAVE MOVED…
COME SEe US!
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee

The long winter night got 
boring, and we boys were 
always willing to go on a night 

coon hunt. This was going to be a 
cold, clear night with temperatures 
dropping into the teens. Uncle 
Arch had brought some of his 
recipe over for a cold night of 
hunting.  Humpy and Dalton were 
coming by after supper and we 
were planning to go to the creek 
and release old Blackie and Sam, 
our coon hounds. After having a 
good supper I laid down on the 
couch for a quick nap before the 
guys arrived. 

The fi re was warm and it wasn’t 
long before I was in a deep sleep. 
We got the dogs and released 
them on the North end of the 
creek and soon they picked up a 
trail and was off on a good chase. 
The raccoon went to high country 
and sounded like he was headed 
for the peach orchard.

Both dogs were engaged and the 
black and tan hounds were about 
to go out of hearing range. We 
were trying to keep up, but were 
in mud up to our knees. The bog 
was about a hundred yards wide, 
but crossing it would reduce the 
distance to where the hounds 
were treed. 

As we approached the treed 
hounds, we noticed a strange 
orange light glowing to the North-
west. Humpy said, “ I bet the 
woods are on fi re.” Dalton said, 
“ It could be swamp gas.”  The 
light got brighter and we decided 
to try to fi nd out the source of the 
strange light. Humpy had his 22 
rifl e and we felt safe as long as 
we had a fi rearm. The light was 
just over the next hill. When we 
got close enough to see where 
the light was coming from we 
froze in our tracks.

A craft was hovering in the air just 
over the top of the trees. We wer-
espeechless and had never seen 
anything like this. It had a row of 
color lights circling the craft. The 
craft had an orange beam of light 

shining from the bottom and light-
ing up a spot on the ground. 

By now the hounds had joined 
us and were barking wildly at the 
craft. Blackie, our best hound, 
ran into the spot of light on the 
ground  and suddenly  he van-
ished and was gone. Humpy 
broke and ran under the craft 
and suddenly he was gone. What 
was going on? We just lost our 
best dog and friend. The craft 
started moving off to the North 
and soon vanished over the hori-
zon. I was panicking. 

How could we explain the dis-
appearance of our best coon 
dog and yes, Humpy. I fell on the 
ground and was yelling, “ Please 
bring back Blackie and Humpy.” 

I was yelling to the top of my voice 
when I felt mom shaking me. I 
had gone to sleep and this was 
all a bad dream. About the time 
I got woke up Humpy and Dalton 
walked in the front door. They 
said, “ You ready to go hunting?” 
I replied, “I sure am glad to see 
you boys.”

I just had a bad dream and 
wasn’t about to go out in the 
woods on this winter night. We 
decided to have a good rook 
game and stay warm and indoors.

Dreams sometime makes us 
feel happy when we awake, and  
other dreams are scary and we 

are happy to wake up and realize 
‘thank goodness’ this experience 
was a dream.

Close encounter coon hunt

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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DEB’S Delights

This recipe is from Calling 
All Cooks recipe book.   It is 
a simple recipe that I use  

quite often.  It is so delicious, but 
I can only eat small portions at a 
time because of its richness.

1 cup sugar
1/2 cup fl our
1 stick butter, melted
2 eggs, beaten
1/2 cup chocolate chips
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 Tbsp vanilla
1 pie crust

Pour melted butter into dry 
ingredients: add eggs and vanilla 
and stir well.  Add pecans and 
chips.  Pour into pie crust.  Bake 
at 325 degrees for 45 minutes.

Kentucky Pie
by Debra Johnson
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

The mayor and his men, 
crouched in hiding behind the 
fence at The Grove, could see 

them coming into view: “A stalwart 
crowd – their sun-browned faces, 
and their brawny, bared arms, and 
their double-barreled shot guns 
said “BUSINESS!” 

And a serious business it was 
indeed. The story had unfolded 
in the pages of The Athens Post, 
beginning with the May 22, 1879, 
headline “A SHOCKING AFFAIR.” 
Mary Loveless Bailes, barely 
married a year to John Bailes 
and expecting his child, had 
been staying with her mother in 
Pettusville for some time when 
Bailes came to the home to ask 
her to come back to him. 

“This she declined to do, when he 
became exasperated and drawing 
pistol, shot at her three times, 
one ball taking effect,” the Post 
reported. At press time, she was still 
alive, but dying, and Bailes was on 
the run with a crowd at his heels. 

Within a week, Bailes was arrested 
for Mary’s death, and an Offi cer 
Vance brought him into jail, going 
30 miles out of the way ‘by fox-like 
doublings’ just to avoid the lynch 
mob that was after Bailes. By the 
next morning, all of Limestone 
knew that the mob was coming to 
town to rip Bailes out of jail and 

serve vigilante justice themselves. 

“There was no power to oppose 
to force,” the Post reported. “Our 
new jail is strong, but men’s wills 
may be stronger than chilled steel 
bars, and harder to be moved than 
combination locks.” 

That’s when Athens Mayor John 
T. Tanner took action. “Calling to 
his aid some of the oldest and 
most infl uential citizens, he with 
them, went to the grassy yard 
and big oaks of R.A. McClellan’s 
hospitable residence, and there 
laid in ambush for the mob,” the 
Post said.

Built around 1875, Robert A. 
McClellan’s home stood in the 
middle of the block on Jefferson 
Street. Located just north of 
downtown Athens, it was the 
perfect place to intercept the mob 
heading south from the Pettusville 
and Elkmont area.

And that’s just what Col. L.R. Davis 
did, “springing upon his feet and 
his burly form towering o’er the 
palings, cried ‘Halt!’” Then, the 
Post reported, Davis “poured into 
them a volley of remonstrance and 
reasoning and good counsel, that 
told with great effect. When the 
Col. had ‘gotten his gun off,’ the 
reserved corps, Hon. Luke Pryor, 
came to the front and shotted and 
shelled them with principles and 
promises and in a minute one 
might see the wounded limp. The 
backbone of the mob was broken.”

Bailes was safe for the night, 
but no beautiful Grove fi lled with 
principles and promises could 
stop the mob from ultimately 
having their way. They tried and 
failed again and again to lynch 
Bailes, and their attempts even 
drew nearly 3,000 people to 
the jail, armed with crowbars, 
picks, hatchets, saws, and 

sledgehammers on Sept. 12, 
1879. They took apart the roof of 
the jail to get to Bailes, dragged 
him out, and would have hanged 
him then and there if it hadn’t been 
for the eloquent prayer of Dr. W.R. 
McWilliams that calmed the crowd 
down long enough for Sheriff Dud 
Mingea to grab Bailes and haul 
him back into jail amidst cries of 
“Hang him!”

No one was there to pray for Bailes, 
however, on the night of Aug. 7, 
1880, when a mysterious vigilante 
– or group of them – fi nally hanged 
him from a tree in the courthouse 
yard. The offi cial report of the 
coroner’s jury, published in The 
Athens Post on Aug. 12, 1880, 
stated: “… said rope having been 
tied by parties unknown to this 
Jury, and whose names we have, 
after diligent enquiries, failed to 
learn.”

No one ever was arrested for 
Bailes’ death, and while the story 
faded into history, The Grove still 
stands in the middle of the block 
on North Jefferson Street. It looks 
different today than it did on that 
1879 night, but if you sit on the 
steps and think about it long 
enough, you can almost still see 
a mayor and his men, crouched 
in waiting for a mob that meant 
business.

Beautiful home was site of
ugly lynch mob scene

 by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

We have made changing propane companies

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE
Complete Package Includes

• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD •ARDMORE, AL 35739 • 256-423-3320
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The 1957 Bel Air: A Chevy classic
Back in the day, the 1957 

Chevrolet Bel Air was about 
as popular as they came. 

Even today, this beauty is a classic, 
one that people rave about at local 
classic car shows.

The 1957 Bel Air is considered 
by many to be “an icon of its age. 
. .right alongside Elvis, Marilyn 
Monroe, and Leave it to Beaver,” 
and is among the most recogniz-
able American cars of all time.
Well-maintained examples, es-
pecially Sport Coupes and Con-
vertibles, are highly sought after 
by collectors and enthusiasts. 
They are roomy, with tastefully 
restrained, period use tail fi ns 
and chrome. A second auto-
matic transmission, Turboglide 
was optional. While the original 
two-speed Powerglide continued 
unchanged, Turboglide provided 
a continuously variable gear-ratio 
which made “shifting” impercep-
tible. 
For 1958, Chevrolet models were 
redesigned longer, lower, and 

heavier than their 1957 prede-
cessors, and the fi rst ever pro-
duction Chevrolet big block V8, 
the 348 cu in (5.7 L), was now 
an option. The Bel Air gained a 
halo vehicle in 1958, the Impala, 
available only as a hardtop coupe 
and convertible in its introductory 
year. Impala styling followed the 

basic lines of the other Chevro-
let models but received special 
styling cues including a different 
roof line, a vent above the rear 
window, unique side trim, and 
triple tail lights housed in slightly 
broader alcoves. For the budget 
conscious, the Biscayne, (for-
merly the 210) and the Delray 

(formerly the 150) completed this 
model year’s family-oriented and 
utility offerings. 
Chevrolet’s design for the year 
fared better than its other GM 
offerings, and lacked the over-
abundance of chrome found on 
Pontiacs, Oldsmobiles, Buicks 
and Cadillacs.

BX SERIES TRACTORSL SERIES TRACTORSZ SERIES ZER0-TURN MOWERS

RTV-XG SERIES
UTILITY VEHICLES

For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are base on various standards or recommended practices.

KUBOTA FORKUBOTA FORTHERE’S ATHERE’S A

Every Job!Every Job!

7809 US HWY 31 S • TANNER, AL 35671

WWW.HHHHHHHHHHRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAGGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIPPPPPPPPPPOOOOOOOOOOWWWWWWWWWWEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRR.COM

ASK ABOUT GREAT   
   FINANCING DEALS!

NEW!

WHETHER YOU’RE MOVING EARTH OR MOWING GRASS, KUBOTA HAS A TRACTOR 
AND POWER RANGE THAT’S UNSURPASSED – FROM 18 TO 168 HP!
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

As a preacher, I am at the 
church building six to sev-
en days a week. I take the 

same route to work every day. I 
drive the same streets, sit at the 
same lights, and pass the same 
buildings every day. There is a 
small portion of my drive that 
takes me right by a cemetery. I 
pass by and look at all the grave-
stones that each represent a 
motionless body in the ground. I 
sometimes see family members 
and friends looking at the ground, 
most likely reminiscing about 
memories shared with whomever 
is just below the grassy surface. 

What is life? We like to think life 
is the period of time in between 
our fi rst and last breaths on this 
earth and so we try to cram that 
time period full of memories and 
experiences. However, as I pass 
by that cemetery, I can’t help to 
think that life is more than just a 
few short years on this earth. Why 
do we do the same things every 
day? Why do we spend years of 
our lives at work, running kids to 
school, earning a paycheck just to 
blow that paycheck in a month’s 
time? Is this all life is? Just a few 
short years on earth and then I 
get put in the ground? The writer 
of Ecclesiastes essentially asked 
the same question when he 
asked, “What profi t has a man 
from all his labor in which he toils 
under the sun?” (Ecc. 1:3). In 
other words, “When our lives are 
over, what do we have to show for 
all of our hard work?”

Let’s consider a few things. First, 

Jesus promised us an abundant 
life. In John 10:10, Jesus says, 
“…I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.” This 
is in direct opposition to what 
people say today. We say, “life 
is short,” but Jesus says, “life is 
abundant.” Which means there is 
more to life than the daily grind. 
Second, life is not about earthly 
accomplishments, but about 
heavenly rewards. In His Sermon 
on the Mount, Jesus tells us to 
not lay up for ourselves treasures 
on earth, but instead we should 
lay our treasures in heaven 
(Matt. 6:19-20). “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will 
be also” (Matt. 6:21).
Yes, life here on earth is short. 
And yes, when this life is over we 
are just put into the ground with 
nothing more than memories to 
be remembered by and a stone to 
mark where we lay. But have you 
ever considered that when life 
is over on earth, then that’s just 
the beginning of our abundant 
life? Life is so much more than 
the daily grind of work, bills, and 
errands. The Ecclesiastes writer, 
at the end of his book would 
write, “Let us hear the conclusion 
of the whole matter: Fear God 
and keep His commandments, 
for this is man’s all.” Life is about 
laying up treasures in heaven. 
Life is about serving an awesome 
God. Life is spending eternity with 
our heavenly father.

What is Life?
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

SERVICES

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.

Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Classes  5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Also, you can join us Sundays at

9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

124 N. Marion Street

256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
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By Danny Johnson

Tornadoes can strike anytime 
of the year, but the spring 
months are recognized 

as the time of the year severe 
weather ramps up. March 3, 
2019, a tornado outbreak moved 
across southern Alabama causing 
catastrophic damage and loss 
of life in Lee County, AL.  Last 
Sunday afternoon the tornadoes 
formed and moved northeast 
going into Georgia ahead of a 
strong cold front. The weather 
meteorologist had rated the 
storm an F3 to F4 on the Fugita 
scale. We have better ways of 
warning the public now than ever 
of approaching weather danger. 
When the time comes to take 
shelter, we must have a place 
to go to take cover. Limestone 
County has done a good job of 
building community shelters. 
Know the shelter location in your 
community. 

This April 27th marks 8 years 
since killer tornadoes ravaged 
our state leaving death and 
destruction in its wake. The day 
started out with a thunderstorm 
passing through in the early 
morning hours. The weather 
meteorologist had been warning 
of the conditions coming together 
for an outbreak of strong and 
long track tornadoes on this day. 
The temperatures remained in 
the 60’s most of the day. With 
cloud cover it didn’t seem to be a 
day to produce bad weather.

A super cell storm containing a 
rotation passed over the county 
about 11am and did some light 
damage in the East Limestone 
area. The weather channel 
meteorologist had placed a 
high TOR:CON index value on 
North Alabama for the upcoming 
afternoon. That was concerning 
to me. The mid-day storm 
had a rotation, but remained 
suspended and a funnel cloud 
and the tell -tale sound of roaring 
was reported by the public. 

At lunchtime the weather seemed 
stable and with a light wind 

there wasn’t much of weather 
event  going on. The weather 
folk kept warning of the next 
wave of storms to move through 
later in the afternoon that would 
likely be the super cell type that 
produces strong tornadoes. By 
mid afternoon the local stations 
started seeing rotation showing 
up on radar in approaching 
storms. The super cell storms 
were approaching from Northeast 
Mississippi  moving toward the 
Alabama state line. The projected 
path would bring the storms 
through  western Alabama 
counties located along the 
Mississippi state line.   

Reports starting coming in about 
large tornadoes being on the 
ground doing massive damage 
in Smithville, MS,  Hackleburg, 
AL  and Phil Campbell, AL. 
These storms would be moving 
into Lawrence and Limestone 

Counties if they stayed intact 
within the next hour.

I was listening to my police 
scanner when a deputy from the 
Cowford area, located north of 
the Tennessee River, reported a 
tornado was crossing the river 
moving into Limestone County 
moving Northeast toward the end 
of Lucas Ferry and Harris Station 
Road. The warning system sirens 
were sounding, warning people 
to take cover of the approaching 
storm.

The projected path of this 
tornado was not projected to 
be moving in my direction, and 
I came out of my storm shelter. 
The tornado was about 10 miles 
south of my location. I was 
stunned when I observed debris 
falling from the sky. Pieces of tin 
and several unidentifi ed things 
were dropping on my property. 

This was something I had never 
seen before, and I have been 
out in a lot of weather events. 
With objects falling from the sky, 
I knew this storm was destroying 
property and possibly taking 
human life. I was thankful to 
be safe from the storm, but 
saddened to know other people 
were loosing their property and 
being injured and life lost was 
likely occurring. 

The next few days I recovered 
blue jeans, tin and trays from 
chicken houses. One amazing 
note book cover from Smithville, 
MS was also found in my yard. 
Smithville, MS is at least 100 
miles as the crow fl ies to the 
southwest.  Insulation and photos 
and blue jeans were found 
scattered across Limestone 
County.

Another storm system moved 
across Limestone County the 
afternoon of April 28th, 2014 
doing damage to buildings and 
causing 2 fatalities. This tornado 
entered the county at Bay Hill 
Marina located on Snake Road 
and moved Northeast across the 
county before ending at the edge 
of Athens, 

There is nothing we can do to 
prevent these bad weather 
outbreaks from occurring when 
the conditions come together. 
Lesson learned is pay attention 
to weather warnings and have a 
plan of action where you and your 
family can take shelter in a short 
period of time if the need arises.

The EMA has a warning system 
and has built shelters throughout 
the county. Know their locations 
and a quick route to the shelter 
located near your home. Have 
a back up plan like a weather 
radio or phone app to warn of 
approaching dangerous storms. 
Please take cover in a safe room 
or shelter when the weather 
has potential to produce killer 
tornadoes.

Deadly Spring tornado season
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April 27, 2011 Limestone Tornado damage

April 28, 2014 Limestone Tornado damage
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CALENDARCALENDAR

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place SW, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103

Fax | 256�585�6474

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

Mar 9, 2019 -- Annual Corporate 
Spelling Bee 10AM at the Athens 
Middle School Cafeteria (100 
U.S. Highway 31N in Athens). 
Free admission to spectators; 
refreshments served. To sponsor 
a team or more information: 256-
230-3050 or learntoreadcouncil@
gmail.com.

Mar 9, 2019 -- Elk River Clean Up 
and County-wide Trash Attack with 
Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful 
and Tennessee Valley Authority from 
8:00AM-12:30PM will set out by land 
and water to pick up litter and illegally 
dumped items within Limestone 
County. All-day registered volunteers 

will be treated 
to lunch at 
Big Spring 
Memorial Park 
in Athens and 
enjoy chances 
for prizes.  
Individuals and 
groups looking 

for more information or to register 
should call 256-233-8000 or email 
KALBCares@gmail.com. 

Mar 10, 2019 -- Day Light Savings 
Time Starts   Remember to move 
you clock forward an hour at 2:00AM.  
Friendly reminder to change the 
batteries in your smoke detector, 
carbon monoxide detectors, weather 
radios, and check the dates on your 
emergency supply kits’ items.  With 
extra sunlight added to your days - get 
out and enjoy the trails, waters, events 
and more of Limestone County.

Mar 12, 2019 -- Getting Dirty at 
the Library: Herb and Vegetable 
Companions with Limestone County 
Master Gardeners at the library (603 
South Jefferson Street in Athens) 
from 11:00AM-12:00PM.

Mar 15, 2019 -- Cattlemen’s 
Luncheon with City of Athens Relay 
for Life at Emmanuel Baptist Church 
(1917 U.S. Highway 72W in Athens) 
supporting the fi ght against cancer - 

enjoy a ribeye steak sandwich made 
on site from 11:30AM-1:00PM.  
$10.00    Tickets TBA.

Mar 16, 2019 -- Cabela’s King Kat-
Wheeler Lake launching from Ingalls 
Harbor (802 Wilson Street NW in 
Decatur) from 6:30AM-3:00PM.  
Anglers are welcome at Tennessee 
River Milemarker 287 -- Lucy’s Branch 
Marina with docks, fuel, repairs 
and more. For more information or 
registration:  KingKatUSA.com

Mar 17, 2019 -- Unspoken - Just 
Give Me Jesus Tour with WAY-FM 
at Lindsay Lane Baptist Church 
(1300 Lindsay Lane in Athens) from 
7:00PM-9:30PM with additional 
guest Northpoint Inside Out and 
Caitie Hurst.  Tickets:  itickets.com

Mar 18, 2019 -- Vietnam Veterans 
Spaghetti Lunch & Dinner (17915 W 
Elm St, Athens). Lunch is 11:00AM-
1:00PM or 5:00PM-7:00PM meal 
includes Spaghetti, Texas toast, salad 
or coleslaw, dessert and a beverage 

for $8.00. Eat in or take out. Shady 
Grady One Man Band performs at the 
dinner time. All proceeds go to High 
School Scholarship.

Mar 22,2019 -- The Cadillacs at
Yesterdays Senior Lunch Matinee 
at Yesterday’s Event Center (15631
Brownsferry Road in Athens) featuring 
your favorite oldies, Doo-Wop and old 
Country. $12.00 per person includes 
meal and and show. Individuals
and Groups welcome. Bus parking
available. No show and cancellation 
fees may apply. For more information 
or to RSVP required -- email info@
yesterdaysevents.com.

Mar 23, 2019 --  Hospice of 
Limestone County Chili Challenge
at Limestone County Event Center
(100 West Pryor Street in Athens) 
from 10:00AM-2:00PM with music, 
kids’ activities, silent auction and
more.  Tickets: $10.00; Children
10 & Under: Free. FACEBOOK    
AthensLimestoneHospice.org
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HORSE SENSE

Talk to any horseman worth 
their salt about what is 
important in building a 

relationship, building trust and 
bond with your horse and they 
will tell you; Ground Work.

Doing ground work with your 
horse is THE most important 
aspect of being with your horse. 
But, so many don’t know what 
ground work should consist of. 
Ground work is NOT chasing your 

horse around in a circle (loung-
ing) where his body gets in shape 
and his mind goes to pot. Ground 
work is done in a way that you are 
building a language, building a 
communication with your horse. 
Ground work should consist of 
tasks that are going to be trans-

ferring to the saddle. Not things 
just to get your horse moving. It’s 
more than that.

Certain aspects of ground work 
should be things such as asking 
your horse to move off pressure. 
This is where your disengage-
ment of the hindquarters begins. 
This is where your sideways be-
gins and also turning off your leg 
pressure. You can teach rhythmic 
pressure at the shoulders to ask 

your horse to back up 
instead of pulling on 
the reins and causing 
pain in the mouth.

There are any num-
ber of ground task 
you can do to help 
your horse to under-
stand the concepts 
you need it to know 
for when you are in 
the saddle, too nu-
merous to talk about 
here. It is a book or 
two just talking about 
the many concepts of 
ground work (play as I 
like to call it).

Before you begin a 
regimen of ground work, ask your-
self, how is this going to help my 
horse? How is this going to help 
me to understand my horse and 
my horse understand me? It’s ba-
sically that simple. There are not 
any magic task. We simply put 
them in an order that the horse 
will understand and relate one 

to the other. In other words, the 
second one builds from the fi rst 
one; the third one builds from the 
second one, and so on…..

But some thought has to be put 
into this selection of ground task. 
All horses are different and need 
to be handled and taught differ-
ently. There isn’t a cookie cutter 
way in handling horses. Know 
your horse fi rst. Learn what its 
character is and how to go about 
teaching it that particular charac-
teristic.

During these ground exercises, 
we should be working to get in 
tune with our horses thoughts. 
Not just going and doing some-
thing with our horse. These tasks 
should be done in such a way the 
horse begins to see us as a lead-
er and wants to be with us and 
not someone to fear. These tasks 
should be done in a way that we 

are building a relationship and a 
bond and not driving our horses 
away.

There is no place at all for ideas 
about dominating a horse in the 
connection you are trying to build 
here.

Jim Swanner

13124 Carter Road Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com

Enjoying Horses through Communication

256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radio

Host ‘All About Horses’ TV 

Find Me On Facebook:

www.facebook.com jimswannermedia/

 President -  Alabama Horse Council

Owner K-I-N Stables Athens, AL

Horse Boarding Facility 

Writer for:

The Valley Star; The Star Sportsman; 

Horse and Ranch Magazine

‘Ground Work, How Important is it?’
 by Jim Swanner

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone

256-777-3300

Anton Etenko
Realtor®

256-763-3123

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale

256-656-2370

PR
OD

UC
ER

Million $ Club

Liz Wingard
Associate Broker, GRI

256-777-3988

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Erica Crunk
Realtor®

256-349-8300

James Martinez
Realtor®

256-335-0611

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

Shewatha Yates Gusler
Realtor®

256-874-6034

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Jacky Patterson, Jr.
Realtor®

256-874-6033

Chris Corum
Realtor®

256-412-9516

Dusti Hafner
Realtor®

256-523-1939

Susan Farmer
Realtor®

256-652-1662

Guy Fry
Realtor®/ Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Julie Osborn
Realtor®

256-206-0581

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900
MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

407 Christopher Drive • Athens • $172,000
MLS#1109815 • Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

705 S. Clinton Street • Athens • $204,000
MLS#1112559 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

800 Lucas Street - Athens - $20,000
MLS#1103403 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

14149 Lucas Ferry Road - Athens - $74,900
MLS#1079408 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $81,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Shinnecock Hills Dr. - Athens - $144,000
MLS#1053216 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

228 Oakfair Drive • Rogersville • $699,999
MLS#1110369 • Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

20176 Capitol Hill Drive • Tanner • $369,900
MLS#1109726 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

706 North Drive - Athens - $198,900
MLS#1109040 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

412 Vine Street - Athens - $53,400
MLS#1102126 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

18821 Bream Bluff  Road - Athens - $75,000
MLS#1092640 - Leonel White, 256-337-3165

0 Bayles Street - Anderson - $102,500
MLS#1104328 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

25575 Gray Stone Dr. - Madison - $219,900
MLS#1085559 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

9 W Hwy 72 - Athens - $59,999
MLS#1071999 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

14536 Ripley Road - Athens - $84,500
MLS#1101449 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

29600 Lester Road - Lester - $139,300
MLS#1100855 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

3905 Triana Blvd. • Huntsville • $139,000
MLS#1112425, Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

PEND
ING

PEND
ING
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

708 North Dr. - Athens - $249,900
MLS#1109039 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

17492 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $329,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

13576 Rising Run Circle • Clements • $189,900
MLS#1111948 • Susan Farmer, 256-325-0008

14203 Mooresville Road • Athens - $225,900
MLS#1072001

Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

179 Reynolds Drive • Rogersville • $28,900
MLS#1112297,

Erica Crunk, 256-247-4010

0 Parker Point Road • Grant - $160,000
MLS#1108773

Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432

20355 Hogan Dr. - Elkmont - $312,900
MLS#1102046 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

17454 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $339,000
MLS#1108828 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

3107 Fouche Drive • Huntsville • $105,000
MLS#1084067 • Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432

691 John Hicks Road • Hazel Green • $149,000
MLS#1112623 • James Martinez, 256-247-4010

1355 Mitchell Road - Pulaski - $599,000
MLS#1098411 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

0 Wiley Ayers Road - Grant - $115,000
MLS#1108396 - Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432

941 Blake Bottom Road - Huntsville - $2,522,545
MLS#1098273 - James Martinez, 256-335-0611
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

7142 Hwy 72 W - Athens - $259,000
MLS#1107827 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

7205 Parkwood Street NE - Florence - $165,000
MLS#1102672 - Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

20888 Alabama Hwy 101 - Town Creek - $45,000
MLS#1107160 - James Martinez, 256=335-0611

15844 Coldwater Dr. - Harvest - $229,000
MLS#1109422 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

11971 Little Coff man Road - Lester - $119,400
MLS#1100346 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

33 County Road 35 - Rogersville - $28,500
MLS#1106606 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

410 N. Columbia Ave. - Sheffi  eld - $218,000
MLS#1103320 - James Martinez, 256=335-0611

27362 Salem Minor Hill Rd. - Lester - $38,000
MLS#1109246 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256-431-7916

250 Rolling Brook Drive - Rogersville - $28,500
MLS#1096119 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

310 Aqua Vista Dr. - Killen - $399,000
MLS#1103007 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $337,000
MLS#1080710 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

1202 South Madiso St. - Athens - $139,000
MLS#1106490 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033
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There is a new and different style 
of subdivision at Oakdale at the 
corner of Newby Chapel Rd and 

St. John Rd. Lonnie Dale Subdivision 
lots are now available.  The architecture 
chosen for this development is based 
on a farmhouse style with a modern 
twist.  CGS Construction, LLC, is 
the premiere builder for this new 
development.  James and Paula Phillips 
of Athens are developing Lonnie Dale 
in 3 phases.  Phase 1 lots are available 
now and Phase 2 development should 
begin soon. 

The minimum square feet for houses 
begin at 1800 sq ft and should have a 
farmhouse exterior appeal.  Spectrum 
cable has agreed to service this lo-
cation and natural gas is available.  A 
copy of restrictions is available at the 
Limestone County Court House or 
with James Phillips, developer/owner.   

Named for James’ grandfather, Lon-
nie Dale Phillips, the subdivision was 
designed to honor the elder Phillips.  
Lonnie Dale Phillips was a lifetime 
farmer and was the janitor for the old 
“Hillbilly” school located in that area. 
He made the baseballs for the school 
children and was a beloved member of 
the community.  As a farmer, Mr. Phil-
lips diversifi ed by rotating row crops 
of cotton, corn, and beans, as well as 
owning cattle and bee hives. He and 
his wife, Alma Stroud Phillips, had 
eight children. 

James’ dad, Andrew Dale Phillips, 
worked the land alongside his broth-
ers, Marvin Howard, Lee, and Law-
rence.  The sisters, Lizzie Mae, Reba, 
Ever, and Bonnie remained close to 
the home place until their deaths.  It 
has been in the Phillips family for three 
generations.   

CGS Construction is the premiere 
builder for Lonnie Dale and located in 
Athens, AL.  Teaming with CGS was 
a natural partnership.  Lonnie Dale 
Subdivision is based on 3 generations 
of local land ownership.  CGS Con-
struction is a local company based on 
3 generations of premiere workman-
ship.  Specializing in custom homes, 
this company has the experience of 
Chris Shindorf, Sr., his father Gerald 
Shindorf, and now his son, Chris Shin-
dorf Jr.  

The quality of their workmanship is 
unrivalled.  They work tirelessly to 
make sure every attention to detail 
is given and that they stay current on 
new style trends.  CGS Construction is 
large enough to take on any size home 
building task, but small enough to give 
the customers the specialized atten-
tion they need and deserve. 

Anyone interested in fi nding out more 
about Lonnie Dale Subdivision can 
contact James Phillips at 256-656-
2370 or Chris Shindorf at 256-431-
7917. 

New Subdivision in Oakdale

Alma and Lonnie Dale Phillips

Back row Left to Right: Lizzie Mae Robison, Lee Phillips, Law-
rence Phillips, Andrew Dale Phillips, Marvin Howard Phillips.
Front row Left to Right: Bonnie Vessels, Reba Pressnell, Alma Stroud Phillips, 
Lonnie Dale Phillips  (Eva Phillips Clem, who died in 1945, is not shown in this 
photo).
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